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When Dt Chambers wrote his History of 
Peeblesshire, the only Bargh Registers of a 
date prior to 1714 to which he had access were 
those embracing the periods 1456-83 and 
1652-78. Investigations made when materials 
were being collected for the volume of Extracts 
published by the Scottish Burgh Records 
Society, brought to light many other MS. 
volumes previously supposed to have been 
lost, and it was from such of the registers as 
were of a date prior to 1573 that the bulk of 
the volume issued by the Society was com- 
y^^ piled; but the limits of that work prevented 
more than a meagre selection from the Records 
of a subsequent date. 

In addition to what was given to the public 
r^ in the works just mentioned there appeared 
^ in the Peeblesshire Advertiser in 1871-72 a series 
of selections made by me from the Records 
applicable to the period 1652-1714. Between 
, 1572 and 1604 the Records, with the exception 
of one or two isolated entries, are awanting, 
(^ but between the latter date and 1652 they 
J are nearly complete. This period is now 
^ dealt with in the following pages; and there is 
^ thus, from these combined sources, made avail- 
able to those who take an interest in such 
things, a fairly continuous and exhaustive 
presentment of what the Records disclose 
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regarding the a&in of the " Auld Burgh 
Toon," and the life and manners of its people 
in the olden time. 

Though the present publication has special 
reference t6 the period 1604-62, 1 have not 
hesitated to introduce matter of prior or 
subsequent dates, where by so doing the 
subject under notice could be farther explained 
or illustrated. 

In the Plan prefixed to the volume, which 
has been prepared by my friend, Mr Alex- 
ander A. Thomson, C.E., Glasgow, an attempt 
has been made to delineate the principal 
features of the town as it existed in the first 
half of the seventeenth century. Old maps 
and descriptions of properties have been 
consulted with the view of making the Plan 
as accurate as possible, but through defective 
information it cannot be put forth as authen- 
ticated in every particular. The accompany- 
ing topographical notes give some of the 
authorities relied upon. 

I desire to express my thanks io the Town 

Clerk for his many kindnesses in giving me 

facilities for examining the original records 

under his charge. Without his appreciative 

co-operation no satisfactory progress could 

have been made, but Mr Buchan has always 

been ready and willing to help me in my 

investigations. 

It. Iv, 

Glasgow, September 189^, 
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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS. 



Page 10^ third pao'agrapK line 5— For "aacension 
to England" read ^'aocession to the English throne." 

P. IS, I. 10-For "only" read "mainlj." 

P, i5— Where statements here as to site of Tol- 
booth are inconsistent with those on pp. 236-8 the 
latter to be accepted. 

P. B4, L 6— Alter "commoner" add "at an 
annual election so far as the extant records show, 
bnt as idready noticed (p. 8) John Dikisoun is foand 
in office on 27th June 1606." 

P, 25, third par,, 1, 6 — In the Council Record, 19th 
April 16d7, the right to a soome on the hills of Eaid- 
mnre is stated to be equivalent to pasturage for one 
cow or ^ sheep. 

P. 28, second last line— For " transgressions" read 
[** certain immoralities."] 

P, 51, second foot note— Due cross road is also 
sometimes called the " Ladgait " in titles [see Topo- 
graphical Notes], but still this designation, according 
to the theory in the text, would only indicate the 
gait leading to Gillis Burn or Hamilton Hill. 

P. 82, par, 3, I, 5— After " sheep " add " to 
Heathpool and Winkston Commons, from whence 
they were sent." 

P. 82, 1. 10— For " pasture " read " were pastured." 

P. 99, fourth par., I, 2, 5— Bryce Sempill, of Cath- 
cart, hskd married a daughter of Lauder of Haltoun, 
and it is probable that certain legal proceedings 
regarding Hamilton Hill are here referred to. 

P. 153, 1, 5, 6— It was not Sir John Hamilton but 
his men who were admitted burgesses. See p. 125. 
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I. 

IBTRODUOTOBT — BOBDBB TUBBULENCB — UNION OF 

Crowns— Pkaceful Effects— Pbeblbs one 
OF THE Middle Shibes— Burning of Town 
— Loss of Keoobds— Weaver Drowned for 
Sheep Stealing— Officers Scouroed. 

Situated on the interior verge of Scottish Border- 
land the ancient burgh of Peebles, in the days pre- 
ceding the anion of the Crowns of England and 
Scotland, was much exposed to the predatory raids 
of turbulent reivers, and not infrequently suffered 
from incursions organised on a larger scale by ** our 
aald enemies of England." In the words of one of 
its charters the town had been ** often sacked, burnt, 
laid waste, and desolated; " but perhaps at no time 
had it been more grievously devastated than on the 
occasion when it shared in the general doom which 
overtook so many Border towns, monasteries, and 
castles during the revoltingly cruel invasion of the 
English under Somerset. Subsequent to that memor- 
able expedition there are in the records occasional 
references to *'the yere the town was brynt be 
Yngland,"and from these and other sources informa- 
tion is obtained regarding the destruction of special 
buildings, including the '* Hie and Croce Kirks," and 
the ''East Wark," the latter a fortified structure at 
the eastern entrance to the new town. For protec- 
tion against the recurrence of similar calamities the 
encircling of the new town with a defensive wall was 
commenced in 1569, but at this time Scotland was 
riven by civil commotions, and the inhabitants were 
probably more apprehensive of attacks from Border 
maranders than from foreign invaders. The Begent 
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Moray, who only two months previously had anem- 
bled a large force in arms at Peebles, from whence he 
made a sucoessfal raid in the Hawiek direction 
af?ainst certain English refudfees, partizaos of Queen 
Mary, had just been assassinated, and now and for 
many years afterwards the country was distracted 
by factionist feuds and English intrigues. The 
existence of such disorders provided a congenial ele- 
ment for the turbulent Borderers, but it was not 
long till the course of public events in the two 
countries began to impress upon those at the head of 
Scottish affairs the supreme importance of maintain- 
ing peaceful relationship with their English neigh- 
bours. At the commencement of King James* reign 
the union of the two crowns was regarded as a remote 
possibility: when the death of his mother left King 
James undisputed sovereign of the northern kingdom 
his ultimate succession to the southern one might be 
looked upon as an extremely probable event, one 
which gradually developed into certainty. With 
this issue in view James sedulously shaped bin 
policy towards peace and tranquillity, and after his 
actual accession the realisation of the same object 
was pursued with only greater steadfastness. Bent 
on accomplishing » legislative union between the two 
countries, the King urged the removal of distinctions 
which helped to perpetuate ancient feuds and 
animosities. Formerly special laws and customs to 
suit the peculiar circumstances of the Borders had 
been in operation, bat, " now, by the happie conjunc- 
tioun in oure peroone of boith the kingdomes, the 
cans of thes being removit, thair auoht no langer 
continuance be of those former cnstomes *bot, of ony 
parte of our dominionis whatsoever, those which 
formarlie wer the marcheis of ather kingdome, being 
now become the mid centre of the hole yland under 
. our impyre, sonld of all reasoun be subject to 
obedyence."* For the former desiRmation of the 
Borders the term ** middle shires of Great Britain " 
was substituted, and a body of ten conjunct com- 
missioners were appointed to have full charee of the 
northern English shires, and of the Scottish shires 
and stewartries of Koxburgh, Selkirk, Peebles, Dum- 
fries, Kirkcudbright, and Annandale, with power to 
take means for the prevention and punishment of 
murders, felonies, riots, and other disorders. Of the 
manner in which the commissioners performed their 
functions details will be found in the recently 

* Privy CouncU Register, 6th Jan. 1006; vU., i7& 
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pnbliflhed volnmes of the Privy Oonneil Begiitor. 
'*NeTer before," says Professor Masson, in one of his 
prefaces, "had the Borders for two years together 
been nnder snch ruthless discipline. ... At the 
end of the first year the commissioners report thirty- 
two persons to have been hanged at Hawick, Peebles, 
Jedbnrgh, and Dnmfries; fifteen to have been 
banished; and ' abone sevin scoir' as in the condition 
of fugitive outlaws, who ought to be pursued with 
hue and cry wherever they have dispersed themselves. 
. . ^ . The severities of the Government of James 
VI. in the administration of the Scottish Borders 
from 1603 to 1607 ought to be more memorable In 
Scottish history than those of any of his ancestors, 
from James I. to James Y., in their famous justiciary 
expeditions into those parts. They mark at least 
the beginning of the decisive transition at the 
Borders out of their old state of lawlessness and 
turbulence, into that modem state in which the 
imagination of the peaoefal natives delights to 
conserve the memoriais and traditions of the old 
turbulence, finds them inexpressibly picturesque, and 
has converted them into legend and song." 

From want of records the gradual onange which 
came over the burgh in the transition period cannot 
be traced step by step, but a perusal of the town 
council proceedings, as given in the Scottish Bureh 
Becord volume previous to 1579, and those to be 

K'ven in the present series of selections, wfll forcibly 
dicate the change which had come over the oondi- 
tion of the town in the interval. In the last printed 
act of the pre-nnion period a ** stent and taxation '* 
was being imposed upon the inhabitants "for aggre- 
ment of thair deidlie feid of the town with the 
bordour," but after this there is a long hiatus in the 
series of the council and court registers, and when 
they are resumed, the former in 1^ and the latter 
in 1623,* the necessity for similar preparations was 
' not likely to occur. 

* Robert Birrel, burges of Edinburgh, notes in his well 
known Diary:—** 1804, the 4th of July.— Ane grate Mr in 
Peblis town;" and in the Records of the Ck>nyention of 
Royal Burghs there is another reference to the catastrophe: 
— *'10 Jaly 1604.— Anent the supplication of the brugn of 
Peblis, crayeing supporte to thtur said brugh and inhabi- 
tants thafrof for thair helpe to the re-edefeing of thair said 
brufrh laitlie, within thir sex dayis, brunt wiw sodden fyre, 
the Gommisrioners ordanis ilk brugh to cum sufficiently 
instmctit to the nixt Oonyention to gif anauer, and in the 
meintvme ordanis illc Oommissioner at his returning hame 
to intuny the lamyn to thair brugh and presblteiy.'* Perhape 
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In the spring of 1606 the commissioners of the 
middle shires reported that in the preceding three 
months ** we haif execute, be watter and gallows, the 
namber of 23 personis." What the magistrates of 
Peebles were doing about this time in the way of 
punishing criminals cannot be ascertained, as the 
court book is awanting, but nothing then done either 
by them or the commissioners could much exceed in 
grim severity the trial and execution of a weaver, 
of which the following account is taken from the 
court record commencing in 1623*: — "The burrowr 
court of justiciarie of the buigh of Pehlis, haldin in 
the tolbuith thairof, 22 December 1623, be James 
Williamoone, provost; Alexander Mure, and Johne 
Lowis, bailyeis; John Bobene, Thomas Willesone, 
and Stene Thomsone, ofBciaris; Johnne Tempill, 
dempster; and Patrick Vnitche, clerk. Thomas 
Patersone, wobster in the Auld Toun of Peblia, being 
indyttifc and accusit be Johne Dewar, in Peblis, for 
the thifteous steilling, conceilling, away-taking, 
ressetting, and intrometting with, upoun Monday 
the aucht of December instant, under clud and 
silence of nicht, furth of the landis of Aikerfeild, of 
tua yowis pertening to the said Johnne; to the 
taikin [token] the pro vest and balyeis being ryping 
thairfoir this last nicht tuik him rif^hand thairwith, 
and fand the boukis [cnrcases] of the saidis tua 
yowis and ane of the heidis thairof with the said 
Thomas in his awin hous. Item, for the thifteous 
steilling and hame-bringing to his hous furth of the 
8«idi(( lands of Aikerfeild. upoun Thurstlay the 
auchtene of December instant, under clud of nicht, 
of uther tua yowis and ane dymmont scheip, also 
pertening to the said Johnne, to the taikin the saidis 
provest and balyeio, being ryping as said is, fand the 
three heidis and skynis thairof with him in his hous, 
and now producet. Item, for the steillinp', away- 
bringing, conceilling and intrometting with, within 
thir three dayis bigane, of ane smeirit yow, pertening 
to the said John, furth of the landis foirsaidis, the 
skyn thairof fund as said is and producet. Item, the 
said Thomas, being accusit be James Wylie, in 
Peblis, for the thifteous steilling, conceiling, and' 

allowance ought to be made for some exaggeration of state- 
ment when the town was thus appealing for help, but still 
there need be little douht that the calamity was a grievous 
one; and it is possible that the volumes of records then 
current perished or were lost at the time of the conflagration. 

*This case is exceptional. No other instance of the 
magifftxates pasting a capital sentence has been noticed. 



awaj-bringing forth of the doister of the Orooe Kirk 
of PeblU, apon the sewiateno day of December 
instant, of ane smeirit yow perteoiag to the said 
James, to the taikin the provest and tNhlyeis, baiai; 
ryping as said is, f and the bouk an*! skyn, qahilk i« 
prodncet. Assise [or jury] — John Dickesone. barnes 
of Peblis; Andro Diokesooe, burge«; James Wallaco, 
William Yaitobe, Patrik Stoddart, James ileofCIrd, 
smyth; Thomas Tuedie, notary; John Thomsun, 
David Plenderleith, Archibald Frank, Charles Prin* 
gle, Paal Kobessoue, William Jonkesone, Alexander 
Williamsone. Thomas Patersone, pannell, confest 
the steilling and away -bringing f arth of the landis of 
AikerfeUd, nponn Thursday Itust, of four soheip 
pertening to the said John Dewar; grantit also the 
steilling and away-bringing furth of the said cloister 
of the Grooe Kirk of Peblis, upoan Tysday at nicht 
the sextene of December instant, of the said smeirit 
yow pertening to the said James Wylie. And 
denyit all uther pointis of dittay lay it to his charge." 
The assize having returned a verdict of guilty 
conform to the confeasion, ** the said James William- 
sone, provest, and Alexander Mure, bailye, sittand in 
judgment, ordaines the said Thomas Patersone to be 
tane presentlie to Peblis Water,* be west the brig 
thairof, and thair befoir nicht to be drownit quhiil 
he be deid; and all his guidis and geir to be escheit 
[forfeited]. Quhairupon dome was gevin be John 
Tern pill, dempster." 

The sequel to the trial and conviction may be told 
in the words of the old accounts: — **23 Dec, — To 
John Tuedy, merchant, for four foddome [fathom] of 
cordis to flichter [bind] Thomas Patterson, 5s. 4d.; 
item, for ane candill quhen they rypit the hous, 4ii.; 
item, gevin to Ohristiane EDiye [a tavern keeper], at 
command of the proveist and baiyies, quhen Thomas 
Patersone was execuite, to the officeris and sindry 

* At this time the inlet to the miU lade was throu((h the 
north bank of ** Peblis Water " adjoining the preseut gas- 
works. By a cauld or weir, somewhat imperfect, judgint^ 
by the numerous patchings and repairs it required, the 
river Tweed was also made to contribute a supply to the 
lade. Westward of the bridge a considerable depth oi 
water could thus be impounded, and it is perliaps from thia 
circumstance that the stream, or rather series of pools at 
this place, came to be called Cuidic, a wurd which, according 
to one interpretation in Jamieson's Scottish Dictionary, 
signifies gutter, and may have been applied lo a Htretuli of 
stagnant or sluggish water. In this way the name would 
simply be another form of €Mt or Qyte, a ditch. 
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utherii to hire, for rndt and drink, 401.; item, to 
deizie and Makwate, for thiie bread, dt.** 

deirie and Makwate, who receive the perqnieite of 
3b., were the minioni of the law who carried the 
magiitratee' dedaioni into effect. In the acoonntB 
reference ia made to an instance of the one having 
had to exeonte joetice on the other:— **f^ Jan. 
16t4—TSot twa bread to Makwat qnhen he scourged 
deirie, 2b.; item, for ane foddome of toweis to 
flichter him, 6d." 
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BUBGH LaNDS—OaIDMTTIB— DiSFUTBS WITH GLED- 
STAin&S OF COKLAW— DlBTUBBANOKS— WHIN- 
OEBS OB SWOBDS— LOBD PbOVOST— Ck)MMIS- 
8I0KBB TO PaBLIAMBNT AND ComrSNTION^ 

School Mabtbb— Altabaox Rsvenues bb- 

BTOWSD ON BdUOATION^PbIOBB AND WAOBB 

—Admission of Bubobssks. 

At the beginning of the seTenteenth oentary the 
burgeasee were still in poBsesBion of extensive lands 
and pasturages. Caidmair, Hamilton Hill, and 
Venlaw belonged to them in property, while the 
rights of grazing in Glentress, Shielgreen, and Easter 
Common, and the management of these possessions, 
the guarding against encroachments, and the settle- 
ment of disputes with neighbouring proprietors, 
occupied much of the attention of the town council. 
The extensive range of the Oaidmuirs was the 
principal grazing ground resorted to by the inhabi- 
tants, and for the better distribution of the stock the 
lands were set apart in two portions, and each 
allocated to a particular district of the town: — ** 1605 
— January if— The ELaidmures is devydit in twa 
partis, viz., the Innerhill and Westernill for ane 
pairt, and the Dod and the Borrowleis for ane uther 
pairt; and the haill toun devydit in twa partis, viz., 
the west half and the eist half be equall number of 
persouns, and ilk half to half equall number of west 
part the Auld Toun. And lottis castin the west half 
fell the Inner and Wester Hillis, and the eist half the 
Burrowleis and the Dod.'' 

The published Burgh Becords, as well as the 
Records of the Privy Oonncil, show that for a long 
period the family of the Qledstanes and the com- 
munity were in a chronic state of feud regarding 
Caidmnir lands. On 12th August 1600, complaint 
had been made to the Privy Council that, notwith- 
standing " ane communing and submission ** pending 
between them and James Qledstanes of Cokilaw, a 
son and a nephew of his, with their household men, 
came upon 9th July last to the hill of Caidmuir, 
where Jamei DiUsoun, the oomplainers' pundler or 
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officer, was keeping their fields, and with the 
** schott of ane pistoUet and with straikia of swordis 
and lanoeis," slew him. On failure to appear and 
answer to the complaint, the Gledstanes were de- 
nounced rebels. After this, proposals for settling the 
disputes by arbitration, or ^^trysting," as it was 
called, had been proposed, but some of the principal 
inhabitauts who were consulted on the subject did 
not approve of questions ** concerning their heritage " 
being left to the decision of an umpire:— ** 1607 — 
January 26 — The haill persones of counsall [viz., 
certain persons appointed to consider questions be- 
tween the town and Gledstanes], being askit and 
demandit be the counsall quhidder they sould submit 
with the laird of Gledstanes as of before concerning 
thair heritage, they ansuerit all in ane voice thai 
wald not grant nor consent to putt the tonn's heritage 
in trysting. Tbairef ter the haill counsall, all in ane 
voice, considdering that the submlssioun was desert 
and na decreit, is resolvit heirefter na wayes to sub- 
mitt thair heritage to trysting. As to wrangis and 
oppressiounes that can be allegit done to the toun 
be the kird of Gledstanes, or be the toun to him gif 
he be the suitter, they wilbe content to submit thair- 
anent." 

In 1604 and 1605 various parts of the country were 
troubled with visitations of the ** pest" or pestilence, 
and Peebles seems also to have suffered :-'**i(?(?^ — 
December ^ — It is statut and ordanit be the counsall 
that nane within burgh during the tyme of seikness 
ressave nane, nycht nor day, bot that thai mak the 
baUlies intimation thairof." ''1605- July 29— Be- 
cans, at the pleasour of God, and by expectation of the 
counsall, thair is nae appearance of farder infectioun" 
the regulations relaxed. 

The inhabitants were at this time in the habit of 
carrying whingers or swords, but to avoid the serious 
consequences which were apt to ensue when quarrels 
and disturbances arose, the practice was ordered to 
be discontinued except in special circumstances: — 
**1605 — April 12 — Alexander Brodderstanes and John 
Young caliit for trublance of the town, baith com- 
pering, maid faith nane of thame drew ane quhynger, 
bot Alexander confessit that he mintit to bis quhin- 
ger, and was haldin, and that ane allegit other in the 
wrang." On 4th May the inhabitants were forbidden 
to carry swords, *' except they procure licence befoir 
of the baillies, that they oarie the same for feir of 
invasioun of gentillmen without burgh being for the 
tyme within," '' 1606^October iPO— Beoaos of tbo 
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tmblance of the burgh, in nycht seasoon, oommittit 
be Japaes Gurrie, Frances Mnrdo, Biche Leegatt, and 
Qtheris, and for blnid drawing? upon utheris, ordainis 
thame to be warnit to the nixt court, and tryall to 
be takin of the bluidis and wran^is, and to be reportit 
to the counsall." *^ November 7 — My lord provost, 
bailleis, and counsall, becans that James Cfnrrie is 
convict for bluid and bluidwyt committit on the 
nycht, and for sundre atberis canssis, is ordainit to 
be baneschit the toun." 

The "lord provost** just referred to was James, 
Lord Hay of Tester, in whose family the office had 
almost been regarded as hereditary. In September 
1605, "my lord provost, baillies, and connsall convenit 
in the tolbuitb;" and "my lord pro vest** is also 
mentioned on 30th October; but on 27th June 1606 
**Jobn Dikison, provest, is appointit and eleotit 
commissioner to parliament and convention." Per- 
haps Dikison had only held the office temporarily for 
some special purpose, as in October foUowin^i: Lord 
Hay was again in office:— *W6'^ — Oc^o6er fO— James, 
Lord Hay of Yester, provest; John Dickison, John 
BuUo, bailleis." 

Appointments of schoolmasters were from time to 
time made by the town council, and some of these 
will afterwards be more folly referred to. On 7th 
March 1606 it is noted that " the entrie of Mr John 
Young to the schule is upon the first of September 
1605." The revenues derived from church endow- 
ments which, after the Reforrontion, came to be at 
the disposal of the town council, were sometimes 
applied for the education of youths: — ** 1606 — October 
SI — Grantit the gift of Sanct Christophers altare to 
William Dikison, for the space of seivin yeiris next 
heireftir, to interteny him at the scholes." 

Pricen of provisions were regulated by the council, 
the selling price of ale being usually adjusted to 
suit the market value of the raw material: — **1606 — 
October £0—ALetkt the pryces of aill, becaus that 
thair is na new malt, ordanis that ordour be takin 
quhat salbe the price of the aill of the first new 
malt, and that aill salbe sauld generallie for xvjd. 
the pynt after Hallowmes." Workmen's wages, too, 
were subject to con trol : — * *I606 — Jfovember 7~ Ord an is 
that the actis of parliamentis concerning prycing of 
workis and workmenis feais be putt to executioun." 
The reference here is probably to the Act of Parlia- 
ment 1551, c. 18, whereby magistrates of burghs, in 
coniunction with deacons of crafts, were authorised 
to nx "ressonabill prices effeirand to thair craft," 
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and stop the *' exhorbitant '* charges exacted by 
tradesmen. 

Persons marrying the "heirs" of bargesses were 
admitted to the freedom of burgh on privileged 
term»:—" 1606— November 7— William Elliot gaif in 
his bill to be admittit barges, and beeans he had 
meriet ane barges air ordains him to pay to the 
tbesanrer xxxijs., with the bankett as ase is. And 
all that salbe admittit heirefter that mareis barges 
aris do the lyk." 
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III. 

Wbbklt Coubt— Suing Dkbtobs— Lawbubbows — 
Salmon Poaohino — Hbibbhip Goods — 
quabbkia and assaults. 

In oonformity with an ancient law, the municipal 
year in royal barghs at one time commenced with 
the choosing of the new magistracy, cloeely (in 
Peebles it was the first Monday) after Michselmae 
day, otherwise called the day of St Michael and AU- 
Aiu^ls (29th September.) It was thought proper to 
maice the election at that time because, to quote 
Chomheri Book of Days, ** local rulers were esteemed 
as in some respects analagous to tutelar angels, in as 
far as they presided over and protected the people.*' 
Perhaps this auspicious origin explains the access of 
dignity which, according to tradition, used to be 
observable when a common mortal was transformed 
into a bailie; but, passing over the consideration of 
this interesting problem in the meantime, we wUl 
glance at some of the incidents connected with the 
exercise by the magistrates of their judicial functions 
in the burgh court. 

Taking the year beginning at Michaelmas 1623, it 
is found that, with a few exceptions, a court was 
held every Wednesday throughout the year. It was 
presided over sometimes by the provost and two 
Dailies, at other times by only two or one of these 
magistrates, and the officers and clerk were also in 
attendance. Both civil and criminal cases were dis- 
posed of by the court, the former predominating in 
numbers. 

In the first court held subsequent to the annual 
election, a widow, as cautioner for a defaulting 
debtor, is decerned to pay £10 4s Scots money ** for 
the pryce of certane malt ooft and reseavit ane lang^ 
tyme bigane;" Walter Horsbnrgh to pay to a burgesa 
£40 for **the pryce of ane boU malt;" an indweller 
to pa^ £9 16s, "for the pryce of ane boll guid and 
sufficient aittis;" John Stoddert in the Birks to pay 
to Alexander Horsburgh of that ilk £30 '*addebtit 
be umquhile James Stoddert his father to the said 
Alexander, oonforme to compt and rekning had be- 
twixt the perseuar and the defunct lang befoir his 
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deeeb." TbMe may be Uken m a tpeeimeii of the 
ordinary eivil caaet ooming before the weekly oourts, 
and only a few more oecarring within the year may 
be noted. A bargees is ordered to pay to Johne 
Thorbrand in Hairhope £7 "for the pryce of ane 
naig;** "Marie Soott, lady Bonyngtonn, to content 
and pay to Johne Cle^, flescheoar, £4 lOi, and that 
for certane flesche ooft and reeeavit toa yeiria syne 
or thereby;" a bargees of Peblis is to pay to a borgess 
of Edinburgh £22 for "taa bolUs rye, ooft and 
ressavit this last sammer;" *' James Brotherstanes, 
barges, to pay to G^rge Ker, faotor and ohamber- 
lane to ane noble and potent lord, Johne, lord Hi^ 
of Tester, sex f erlottis malt, pryce of the bull thairof 
tnentie merkis, for the ferme of ane aiker of land in 
Ederttoan Croft perteining to the said noble lord 
and ocoapyit be him the crope 1623." 

Lawburrows, or pledges lor keeping the peace by 
one neighbour to another, were of frequent occur- 
rence, testifying to the perennial vitality of strife. 
*' James Hallo, indwellar in Peblis, and Margaret 
Johnstoun, his spous, maid faith that they dred 
bodelie harme of Hectour Dikesoun, couper ther, and 
Marioon Watsone, his spous; quha fand Harie For- 
rester, notar, burges of Peblis, cawtioun, under the 
pane of fourtie pundis " that the oomplainer should 
be skaithless. A counter accusation by the Bullos 
against the Watsons bad a similar result. " Jonet 
and Marioun Pringillis challengit for stryking of 
Issohell Qubytfurd, spous to John Robene. and 
pulling her hair out of hir heid, hair produceit; and 
siclyk the said luobell challengit for stryking and 
bluiding of Jonet Pringill in her mouth, and sicklyk 
for stryking of Marioun Pringell." A jury of fifteen 
" convictis all the parties for stryking ilkane utheris," 
the magistrates impose a fine, and the delinquents 
mutually find lawburrows to each other and possibly 
live happily ever after. 

Then as now the annual incarsion of the salmon 
species into the neighbouring pools and nuptial 
haunts was sometimes the means of getting the more 
unrestrainable townsfolk into tronble. On 12th 
November Walter Horaburgh and four others. 
" aocusit for slaying of rid fisohe in forbidden tyme, 
all ordanit to fijid cawtioun for satisfactioun in 
tymes past and to absteine in tyme ouming.*' Pre- 
vious to the ascension of King James to England in 
1003, the rivers of Tweed and Annan had been 
excepted from the laws against the slaying of salmon 
in forbidden time, " because the said rivers at thai 




Igrme ^evyded ftt muiy parts the bonqdi of SootUnd 
id England, wherby the forbeikranoe npon th9 
ioU part of the daughter of salmond in forbidden 
Lqie, and of kipper, smolta, and blaok fish, at all 
ymes, woald not have made lalmond any mair to 
kbouDd in these waters if the lyke order had nps 
been then observed upon the English side." But in 
1606, this "impediment being now removed by th^ 
most happie uniting of baith the kingdomes in an6 
empire,'* the exception was abolished, and the fish- 
ery laws made applicable to the Tweed and the 
Annan. The previous system of toleration mast have 
induced in the Peebleans a laxity in dealing with thf 
produce of the river, which has possibly been per- 
petuated to our own time by heredity. Moderik 
transgressors have an advantage over those in the 
olden time in the way of leniency, and it may afford 
some consolation to those who are disposed to com- 
plain of the severity of the present laws against killing 
salmon in the close time to reflect that in the reign of 
James YI. a third offence was punishable by death. 

Adam Johnstoun, indweller in Peebles, having 
died, and bis ividow having re-married, his sister, 
Marion Johnstoun, sued for delivery of the goode 
falling to her as heir of the deceased, and this sup- 
plication the Magistrates complied with. The list 
of articles of which delivery was asked indicates the 
nature of the stock and chattels which burgesses of 
that time were possessed of, and may be here given: 
— ** Ane young hors, price £16; ane stand bed, with 
bowsteris, coddis, scbeittis, blanquettis, coveringis, 
£10; the abuilyementis of his bodie, vis., doik, ooit, 
breitches, schankis, schois, gartouris, belt, ruiff, 
bonnet, nioht bonnet, mutcbe, naipkyn, and doublet, 
£10; ane counter buird, ane buird daith, ane 
dussoun of serviettis, ten trunschouris, ane dussoun 
of plaittis, ane dussoun of spones, ane pynt choppin, 
ane quart, ane salt fatt, ane knyff, ane coup, £4; ane 
waterolaith, ane basing, ane tabelL Ane vesohell 
almrie, 40a; ane quheill, Ids; ane pair of stock 
eairdis; ane pair of woU cairdis, 12s; ane pot, £4; 
ane pan, 30s; ane pair of clippis, 3s; ane cruik, 12s; 
ane stand or drywair, Ss; ane meill ark; ane tub, 
10s; ane graipe, ane fute spaid, and ane peit spaid, 
6s 8d; ane laid saidill, ane carsaiddill, ane pair of 
eheittis, 268; ane sled, ane pair of eldine oreillis, 
ane pair of muck oreillis, and ane pair of ooill 
oreillis, 30d; ane pair of brankis, with belter and 
tedder, 48; ane harrow and ane barrall, 8s; ane 
quhinger and ane swurd; ane kow and calf." 
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That the rehabilitated widow viewed this appor- 
tionment of her first husband's gear with anything 
but complacency is shown by nirther proceedings 
which took place in the oonrt. Another sap plication 
was presented to the Magistrates by '* Maiigaret 
Johnstoun and James BoUoMndweller in Peebles, 
her spoils, against Marioun Watsone and Heotoar 
Dikeson, couper, her spons, beirand that qahair the 
said Margaret, nponn 27th October, being doing her 
necessar adois npon the feildis, and coming thairfra 
hamwart, the said Marionn Watsoun, accompanit 
with the said Hectoar Dikesone, come to the said 
Margaret at the gray staine outwith the North Poirt, 
the said Margaret than feiring na Injurie to haif bene 
done to her be ony persone, and thair, efter mony 
threatening and injarions wordis, the said Marioun 
tuik her be the craig and puUit her under her felt, 

2nhair the said Marioun sat upoun the said Margaret 
er wambe, punst and straik her on the breist with 
her handis and feit ane lang space, till the said 
Heotoar^ out of pitie tuik her of the said Margaret^ 
be occasion qnhairof the said Margaret contractit ane 

frit deseas and seikness to the hazard of her lyff. 
jykas, upon Tuysday, 27th October, James Ballo 
being ryding to Dallatbo to his a win scheiraris, 
lippioing na injurie to haif bene done to him, the 
said Hectour Dikesone tuik upe thrie grit stanes and 
perforce slang the same at the said James of purpois 
to haif slane and fellit him thaii;with, and hat the 
said James upoun the hand, and wald not half faillit 
to haif slane, at the leist deidlie woundit him, war 
not, be the providence of Gk>d, the said James causit 
his naig to gallop and sua escape the samyn." The 
accused were tound '*guyltie of the saidis twa 
ryottis,'* and the imposition of a fine seems to have 
terminated the episode. 
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IV.. 
TOLBOOTH— BUBOBSSSS— CaDEMUIB COtfMOM— THB 

Pabson and ths Laibd of Hobsbuboh— 

HABVEST— PXSTILBNOK— LOBD NEWBATTLE— 

Occupation of Castles. 

Obioinallt the booth or chftmber for collection of 
tolls or castoms, and latterly for the tranmustioii 
of public bosineas In general and the incarceration 
of delinquents, the Tolbooth formed an essential 
feature m the equipment of a royal burgh. The 
first Tolbooth in Peebles noticed in the records is 
supposed to have stood at the foot of the Briggait,* 
a gait which was probablv the principal thorough- 
fare leading into the burgh at a time when the Old 
Town consisted only of the two ancient ecclesiastical 
structures and the dwellings of church dependents. 
The primitive arrangements and appliances existing 
in many of the {Scottish burghs tor detention of 
eriminals, though presumably sufficient for loca 
requirements, do not seem to have secured the 
approbation of the Privy Council when the stringent 
measures, already referred to, for restoration of order 
in the ** middle shires *' were being put in force. 
Thus in June 1605, we find the lOng's energetio 
executive issuing orders that magistrates of buighs 
should have "sufficient prisons for detaining of 
prisoners, and if within a year any of their tolbooths 
sail not he sufficient every contravening burgh to pav 
£1000 " (£83 in sterling money). In oommom with 
several other towns, the accommodation in Peebles 
was pronounced to be inadequate, and the burgh 
became bound, within two years, to " big ane suffid- 
ent and sure tolboith and prisone, able for kiping of 
all sic malefactoures and prisoneris as sail happin to 
be committit to ward." Whether or not the Duild- 
ing was immediately proceeded with is not ascer- 
tained from the records, but as the Council continued 
to be ** convenit in the tolbuith," it is evident that 
the old building was still in existence and used. The 
new edifice occupied a site on the north side of the 
High Street, opposite the present Town HalL 

*An entry dated 1488 refers to *'twa tries gevin to the 
brig at the tolboith end.** 
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The dues payable od admission of a stranger ai a 
burgess had been 6zed at a minimam of 408., bnt a 
modification was made in favor of any one who 
msrried the heiress of a bur^eaa :—" 7th November 
1606.— WiWiAm Eliot gaif in his biU to be admittit 
burges, and becaus he had mareit ane bargeis air, 
ordanis him to pay to the thesanrar, SSs. 4d., with 
the bankett [banqaet] as ase is; and all that sail be 
admittit heirefter that mareis barges airis to do the 
lyk." As indicative of his duties and responsibilities, 
there may be here quoted ** the aith maid and gevia 
be ilk barges at his receaving": — '*Heir I protest 
befoir Ood and your worshscbippis that I profes and 
allow with my hart the trew religioun quhilk at this 
present is publictlie preichit within this realme, and 
authorizit be the lawis thairof. I sail abyde thairat 
and defend the samyn to my lyffis end, forsaiking 
the Romane religioun callit papistrie. I sail be leill 
and trew to our Soverane Lord the King's Majestia 
and bis successouris, to the proveist and bailyeis of 
this burgh. I sail keip and underly the statutes of 
this burgh. I sail obey the officiaris of this burgh« 
fortifie and mentene thame in the executioun of thair 
offices with my bodie and landis. I sail not oullour 
nnfremenis gudis under cuUour of my awin. I saU 
not purches lordschippis nor authoritie contrair the 
fredome of this burgh. In all taxatiounes, watching 
and wairdiog, and aJl utber burdenis to be layd upoun 
this burgh, I sail willinglie beir my pairt as I am 
oommandit be the magistrattis, and sail not use nor 
purohes ony exemptiounes or privileges to be frie 
thairof, renunceand the benefit of tbe samyn for 
ever. And finallie, I sail not attempt nor do ony- 
thing hurtf uU to the liberties and commoun weill of 
the said burgh, and sua oft as I brek ony point of 
this my aith I oblies me to pay to the comrooua 
effairis of the said burgh the sowme of one hundreth 
pundis, and shall enter and remane in waird quhiU 
the samyng is payit." (Form given in court book, 
oommenoing 16^.) Besides the ordinary burgesses^ 
there was a class possessing less extensive privilegea 
termed **caJsay burgesses," but the distinction be- 
tween the two is not defined, except to some extent 
in a negative way, as when it is ordained that " oalsay 
burgesses half na pairt of the hillis." They probably 
were not possessed of a tenement in the burgh, had 
no right to pasturage on the commons, and when 
trade or merchandise was the object of their becoming 
freemen it might farther be inferred from their 
designation that they were only permitted to practist 
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^ «aoh itinerftQtly or In italls situated on the 

" calsay " or oanseway. This theory, however, doee 
not clinch rery well with rach a fact as that ** Alex* 
ander Murray, brother german to Sir Archibald 
Murray of Dernhall, knioht, is creat ane calsay 
bnrgea " (9th Jane 1624). Altogether more light ig 
needed on the sabject. 

A dispute and altercation illnsferative of the lyitem 
-of pasturage practised od Cademuir Common may be 
noticed:— *' r^ July 1607. — ^Tbe counsell confessie 
that John Dikiaonn, bailie, cauasit the officeria, be 
thair advya, put off William Ellottia guides (formerly 

t pasturit upon the landia of Wodgrebogtia and brocht 

and keepit on Kaidmore be William Ellott and his 
eervandis) furth of the landia of Kaidmure, and 
findia him to half done wrang in putting thame on 
without the counsallis advyse; and ordains in aU 

\ tymea cumicg that his gnidia, nor na uther manii 

gnidis, pasturit upoun uther menis heritage without 
the burgh, albeit he be burgea quha aucht the guidia, 
bring nor paature their guidb to na part of the 
tonnia heritage." Eliot, it ia alao atated, being 
offended at the bailie's interference, " come to him 
fra his awin yett, and entering in conferrance oon- 
•oeming hia guidia put of Kaidmure, and aaid — 
'Baillie, how durst ye do that to mef And he 
anawering: ' I did na wrang,' he aaid: * And I war 
hangit they aoold gang [meaning the atock would 
again be aent to Cademure], and gif ye put thame 
away againe I aall lay ane auord on your heid !" 

Archibald Douglaa, paraon of Peebles, and the 
laird of Horabrugh, between whom there waa a fend 
of aome yeara standing, had more than once come 
under mutual cautionary obligations on behalf of 
tiiemaelyea and their depeudenta not to harm each 
other, but one of the young Horsbmgha broke 
through thia aaaurance, and on 25th January 1608 
the parson appeared before the Town Council ** la- 
menting hia estait, being wrangoualie peraewit of hb 
lyf, and that nychtbouria within burgh had reaaait 
£reaet or harboured] sum of his peraewaria." The 
acouaation waa not establiehed by evidence ezoepting 
to the limited extent that young Horabrugh and two 
comrades had been received in a house in Peebles 
bnt they only came ** in the twylicht and drank twa 
qnartia of aiU" and departed. 

The prevalence of diaboneat practioea in harveat- 
time ia suggested bv the following entry:— il Augtut 
1607, — ** Crania that nana bring in comes to thair 
stabiUis, nor yet leid with alaiddes in the nycht, and 
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that nane ressait [reset] sofaevis under the pane of 
X li " [£10.] Then it is added: — ** Nane to transport 
thame to scheir farth of the tonu in harvest." IJn* 
less this were a precaution against the dreaded 
"pest," to which the next two entries refer, we may 
be led to the conclusion that the crops belonging to 
the burgesses were sufficiently extensive to require 
the services of all available hands. 

" Beoaus of the seikness in Edinburgh, ordanes the 
portis to be keapit, and that nane be sufferit to enter 
that cumis furth of Edinbui^h nor na uther suspect 
places without sufficient testimoniallis. /itom, ordanis 
twa honest men to be putt to ilk port the tyme of 
the fair." 

An ancestor of the present Secretary for Scotland 
is found to have been at one time provost of Peebles. 
This fact, not hitherto, we believe, noticed in any 
local history, crops up in connection with proceedings 
before the Privy Council in the year 1599 in which 
**Mark, lord of Newbottle,* provost," the two 
bailies, the parson, and 96 burgesses, all of Peebles, 
became bound under pecuniary penalties not to 
molest William Horsburgh, residing in Edderston. 
The successive Lords Tester usually held the office of 
provost, and it may be conjectured that the installa- 
tion of Lord Newbottle, whose daughter was the 
Lady Tester of the time, was an arrangement made 
during the temporary abronce or disablement of hia 
■on-in-law. That Newbottle took Lord Tester's 
place in another capacity is also ascertained from 
the same source. Conceiving that the chief cause of 
encouragement to thieves and rebels was the "not 
residence and remaining of sic noblemen and baronis, 
as hes honssis and strenthis ewest [adjoining] the 
bordouris, within thair said houssis," whereby they 
may be ready to impede and pursue such depredatorsi 
the Privy Council in July 1600 charged certain per- 
sons to remain in their strongholds, and amongst 
others William, earl of Mortoun, his sons or bailies, 
in the Castle of Drochill, Mark, lord of Newbottle, 
in the Castle of Neidpath, James Tuedy in the Castle 
of Drumelzier, and Yatche in the Castle of Dawik.'* 
For what period Lord Newbottle retained the pro- 
Tostship is not known, as the burgh records are 
amissing for some years prior to 1604, and when they 
resume **my lord proveast," which mav indicate 
either Tester or Newbottle, is all the designatioa 
given. Indeed, the only entry in which the latter 

* He became the first Earl of Lothian in 1606. 



«■ 
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U specifically named is the following: — *' 96 March 
1606.— Ordamt ane letter to be direct to my lord 
Newbottle to answer his request for Sasanna 
Elpfaingstoun, that thair was na yerlie pensioun pro- 
misit to bir hot during the tounis will, and that tbay 
haif gewin her fyve yeiris, qahilk thai wald nocht 
baif done hot at his lordship's request; and being 
■operexpendit may bestow na f order." 
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V. 

Inundation of Duhbabton— Peebles Batbpatebs 
— LoBD Ybsteb's Bubial— Tbial by Combat 
MiNisTBBS OF Peebles— Prebbndabikb—Ooh- 
missabt Codrt—Counoil Ceremonies. 

The steamboat tourist on the Clyde from the 
Broomielaw outwards, or coming from the open 
^rth and not pusillanimously diving into Goarock 
tunnel in dread of reputed odours, has his attention 
attracted by few objects more conspicuous than the 
towering rock which formed the chief stronghold of 
the ancient Britons. Beared by volcanic and hewn and 
carved by glacial agencies, Dumbarton Rock has for 
many long centuries stood forth stolidly indifferent 
to such minor physical disturbances as have mani- 
fested themselves in these parts since our globe 
aettled down to a temperature suitable for humanity. 
Its citadel likewise has generally been able to set at 
defiance the attacks of its assailants. Very differ- 
ently, however, fared it at first with the town which 
began to gather about the base of the fortress. The 
Leven, in a six miles' run from Loch Lomond, joins 
the firth here, and when that stream was in flood, 
or the Clyde at high tide, the rocky hill was apt to 
become an island and some inhabited portions of 
the town a temporary lake. To an aboriginal, 
clothed in paint, and flitting from cave to cave or 
paddling about in bis canoe, contingencies such as 
these would be of little moment, but to thriving 
burgesses of the 16th century and later, with their 
substantial dwellings, their stores of merchandise, 
and their schemes of competition with Glasgow for 
the trade of the Clyde, insecurity could not be 
tolerated, and many and prolonged were their 
struggles for the mastery till modern science achieved 
it. A flood on a larger scale than usual ravaged the 
town in 1605, whereupon the Convention of Burghs is 
craved for '* supporte for helping thame to the re- 
paratiouu of thair brugh quhilk is altogedder ruinet 
be the violent invasioun of the watter of Leven." 
The king and parliament were also appealed to for 
help to *'maksome defence against the violent course 
of the Leven and the surges and inundatiounes of the 
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4iea," with the resalt that the Scottish legislature 
aathorised a tax of ^,000 raerks, to be levied apoa 
the kingdom for the purpose of repairing the decayed 
bulwarks. The proportion of thi* general taxation 
falling upon the barfi:h of Peebles was fixed at 
£18, lOs. 6d., and this sum, along with the second 
instaiment of a tax parliament had grante I to the 
kinflr, was raised by a stent imposed on the inhabi- 
tants in January 1609. Nine stent-masters made up 
the roll whioh is engrossed in the council record, 
and by it we are furnished with a complete list of the 
ratepayers of the day. From a report on the con- 
dition of the bui^h made up in 1692 we learn that 
tl^e houses in the town were then mostly inhabited 
by their respective owners (those otherwise occupied 
not amounting to the annual value of £100 Scots) 
and that the king's cess was paid by a tax on the 
inhabitants and not on heritages. If, therefore, the 
conditions of the people, and the system of taxation, 
were on similar lines in 1608, the names in the stent 
roll will practically include all the householders in 
the town and may be accepted as the ** directory" 
for that year. 

There are 133 names on the roll, 23 of them being 
applicable to the " Auld Toun," and the sum of £11L, 
.2s. 4<1. is levied in sums varying from 3s. 4d. to £3. 
The surnames, here arranged in alphabetical order, 
are as follows, the figures indicating the number of 
times the names occur if that happens more than 
once: — Alexander 2, Anderson 3, Bennet 3, Bradie, 
Broderstanes 3, Brown, BuUo, Charteris, Cbisholm 
2, Claschen, Cleg, Clench, Dewar, Dickson 6, Dodds, 
Dougall, Edmont, Eliot, Fairlie, Fell, Fischer, For- 
rester, Frank 3, Geddes 2, Gillies 2, Gowane, Greg, 
Greif, Halden, Hay, Heckfurd, Home, Horsbruik 4, 
■Johnson, Ker, Kirkwood, Lawson, Lawder, Leggat 
2, Lowis 2, Lowrie, Melrose, Marshall, Mosman, 
Mure, Murdo, Newtoun, Paterson, 5, Peblis 2, 
Porteous 4, Pringill 2, Bidshaw, Robeson 3, Shanks, 
.Smith 6, Steill, Stevinson 3, Stoddart, Symington, 
Tait, Thomson, Thorbrand 2, Tod, Tuedie 3, Tued- 
daili 2, Umont 6, Yaitche 2, Wallace, Williamson 2, 
Wilsoun 7, Wod «, Wyllie 2, Young. 

Of the names above enumerated eight are appro- 

(Criated by females, probably browster-wives or 

hostel keepers — the Meg Dodses of the period — ^for 

the trade in beer and strong waters was then almost 

•entirely monopolised by the sex. 

The Christian names contained in the roll may 
4tlB0 be classified, the figures again indicating the 
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Bomber of times each occurs: — Of the men: Adam 2, 
Alexander 5, Andrew 5, Oharles 1, David 1, Edward 
2, Gavin 1, Georcre 3, Gilbert 4, Hector 1^ Hew 1, 
James 19. John 25, Matthew 1, Michael 1, Nicol 1, 
Patrick 9, Paal 1, Kichard 1, Robert 5, Stene 1, 
Thomas 16, William 17. Women: Agnes, Bessie, 
Helen, Issohel, Janet 2, Margaret, Meg. 

James Lord Hay of Tester, who had succeeded 
his brother in 1591, having died in 1609, the coancil, 
ont of respect to the memory of their late provost 
commissioned some of the townsmen to attend the 
obsequies: ** ]7 ^«6.;— Ordanis the personis efter 
specified to ryd to my lordis buriall: John Dikisonn^ 
Mathow Hay, Thomas Vaiche, Ricbart Chrisholme,. 
Andro Patersone, William Dikison, Alexander 
Broderstanis.** 

In Dr H. Chambers* DonuHic ^nno^ there is 
given a dramatic narrative of a famous judicial com« 
bat fought in 1595 between two meinbers of the de- 
ceased lord's household, George Hepburn (tha 
challenger), and John Brown. In conformity with 
the legal usage of the time license was obtained from 
the king, and in presence of daly Qualified judges 
and the public the two "litigants, mount«>d and 
armed with swords and spears, met on Edstone 
Haugh and went through the ordeal of battle. The 
vanquished combatant, "resolutely refused to make 
any confession,*' and there the narrative in iheAnndU 
ends, but by recently recovered and now published 
fragments of the privy council proceedings we learn 
the sequel to the encounter. The judges in the com- 
bat '* having found the challenge to be cleirit be the 
said George, qnho overcame the said Johne and 
■pared his lyff at the desyre of the said judges,*' 
Brown had ever since borne deadly hatred against 
Hepburn, and was resolved to have his life whenever 
** he may find the commodttie.*' Being summoned 
before the privy council. Brown aM>eared before that 
body on 26th November 1605 and aeclared^ "albeit he 
had borne feud against Hepburne in tyme bygane, 
he wes content, in obec^nce to the councill, to be 
reconciled with him, and gave his oath that fra his 
heart he remitted Hepburne all rancour, and sould 
never quarrell him thairafter, and took him by the 
hand and were reconceiled together.'* 

Subsequent to the Reformation the first minister 
in Peebles was John Dikesoo to whom in 1560 the 
town council " modified *' a stipend of £40 Scots for 
a year*s service as "minister of the common prayeris 
in our kirk.'* John Allane was ia the followiug year 
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elected by the " elderis and deoanis to be thair minis* 
ter in tjmes earning/' and Jobn WUlock and Jobn 
Davidson, miniBters in Gla8i;ow, bad acquiesced, but 
in addition to this " Jobn Knox, superintendent of 
ISdinburgh " wag to be aaked to corroborate the ap- 
pointment. Thomas Cranstoun, coming from Liber- 
ton and returning thence, is found officiatins in 
1571-3; and between the latter date and 1666, a 
period bordering on a century, the town and parish 
Lad the continuous ministrations of only three in- 
cumbents. The patronage in 1573 belonged to the 
erown, and the king at that time appointed Archi- 
bald Douglas to be minister of the parish, his stipend 
being then £200 Scots. In the Privy Council Re- 
fnsterof 1589 Douglas' name occurs in the '* list of 
a commission of select clergy in the shires to promote 
mibscription to the Confession of Faith and Covenant 
over the whole kingdom," but latterly his appear- 
ances in the saore record, which are frequent, are of a 
somewhat different character. His disputes with 
the laird of Horsburgh have already been referred 
to, and he had also various other pleas and conten- 
tions before the lords at Holyrood. When near the 
end of his ministry a proposal was afloat for the 
placinpr of a second minister. To the town council 
on 26th August 1608, " my lord pro vest reportit the 
moderatour of the preshiterie desirit that the seound 
minister to be provydit sould half the teyndis of the 
Kirklands, it is ansuerit that they half na power to geve 
the teyndis thairof, and farder the Kirklands never 
pay it teynd, and tbairfor can not gif that quod non est 
sui juris, Ansueris the prebends appertenis to the 
burgh and maist pairt giftit, and that thai ar willing, 
as thai vaik, to geve thame respective vij or ten yeiris 
for educatioun of thair [youths?] and sustentation 
of thair schoolmaster; and farder they can nocht 
grant ane strpend for thair pairt; but gif the brother 
•all place ane secund minister they will volnntarlie 
and charitahJie contribut with the rest of the 
parochin without burgh." A second charge had 
been instituted for short periods in 1586, and again 
in 1600, but it is probable that negotiations for hav- 
ing a second minister in 1608 were not matured. 
Douglas died little more than a year afterwards, and 
Theodore Hay, one of the regents in the University 
of Glasgow, was appointed his successor on 20th 
April 1610. 

It will be observed from the resolution of the* 
Council just quoted that the revenues from *' pre>- 
bends, "or endowments for chaplains formerly serving 
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ftt altan, were now being •pplied for ednoationAl 
porpotes, and that they ooula not be diverted for 
payment of minister's stipend. From time to time 
notice of the disposal of the revenaee in this manner 
Appears in the records, as on 5th December 1612; 
when fonr youths get the i^ft of the respectire 
prebendares or altarages of St John the Baptist, St 
Andrew, Blarie Oeddee Aisle, and of another altar 
which is not named. 

^ The commissary ooorts, where in pre-reformatioa 
times the Ohnrch exercised an extensive jarisdiction, 
had since 1560 been conducted under civil patronage; 
but after one of the re-establishments of episcopacy, 
the Bishops were in 1609 again invested with the 
right of nominating the commissaries in their re« 
pective dioceses. At that time the confirming of 
testaments of deceased persons was the principal 
business coming under the cognisance of the Oonrtt 
ftnd this had hitherto been transacted in Edinbnrirh, 
The town council, however, taking the opportunity 
of the change in the patronage, besought the 
Archbishop of Qlasgow, within whose diocese Peebles 
was situated, to locate the reorganised court in that 
town, and this was acceded to. Henry Balfour, 
advocate, was appointed ** to discharge the office of ane 
commissar within the boundis of Teviotdaill, Liddis- 
daill, ToeddailU and uthers boundis in the pairtis 
subject of befoir to repair to the commissariatis of 
Edinburgh and Lawder, with fall power to the said 
Mr Henrie to sit within the burgh of Feiblis sua that 
the said commissariat in all tyme beirefter sal be 
callit the commissariat of Peiblis;** and in a friendly 
letter **to my traist freindis the proveist, • balyeis, 
and counsal," Archbishop Sppottiswood commend- 
ed the new official to their ** kynd and guid usage." 
"I dout not," he says, "as ye half bene ernest 
to haif your toun the seat of that judicatorie so ye 
wil haif care to se the judgis and tbair memberis of 
oourte well usit, and to your poweris wil assist the 
execucionn of thair sentencis and suffer nothing to bo 
done (^nhairby we may be movit to mak change or 
alteratioun afterwards, quhilk we salbe lothe to do 
for ony manis request or persuasioun, that plaioe 
hafing been the first choyse we maid in our awin 
mynd and certainly I tak it to be the fittest place." 
The couDcil entered with alacrity into preparations 
for giving the commissary a becoming reception, and 
keeping up an imposing appearance in his presence. 
The tol booth was to be prepared with all diligence, 
no member of the Council was to " want ane hatt» 
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^Dd thai to be providit thairwith, baith in Urk, 
-oonnsall, and ooart dayis," paalm books were to be 
provided, and ** it is ordanit that the baill honeit 
men, qoarterle, be wairnit be the offioerU everie 
Honday, before and ef ter nane> to oonvoy the pro¥Oi( 
to and fra the tolboith." 
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VI. 

Thi Pbovobt's Ox — LiBEBATIZrO Pbibonbbs — 

SOHOOLMASTEBS AND DOOTOBS— COMMON LaND» 

— Oaidmuir, Hamii/ton, Ybnlaw, Glentbess — 
Tweed and "Cuddy" Gbebns — Bbidoes — 
Mabket Oboss— Servants. 

John, the eighth lord Tester, when he succeeded to 
the title in 1609 was a minor and conseqaently not^ 
qualified for the provostahip; and at the ensaing 
election in October the office, for the first time since 
its iostitution about the year 1654, was filled by a 
oominoner. John Dikisoon was then chosen provost, 
and again in 1610 and 1613, but for the intermediai 
years and a few subsequent ones the extant records 
do not show who held rule. Hitherto the civic chief 
appears to have been annually the recipient of a 
fatted ox, the gift of the council, but for some unex- 
plained reasoD this bovine perqaisite was now to 
cease. On 5th February 1616 ** the counsall alio wis 
the ox to the provost in Thomas Williamsoun tyme 
as thesaurer, and dischargis all tbesaureris thairefter 
to pay any; and gif thai pay, upon thair awin purs.** 
How or when the custom of giving an ox to the 
provost originated is not known, though a surmise 
may be hazarded. By an act of Parliament passed 
in 1456 for relief of the **puir commoones,** who 
were greatly oppressed by sheriffs and others '*in 
time of fairs takand distresses of thair gudes of little 
quantitie q oh ilk they bring on their heades or their 
backis or in their armes," it was ordered that such 
exactions should cease, and that the sheriffs were 
only to have **the best ox or cow or unridden horse 
quhilkis are stalled and brought to sell." Now, in 
Peebles the lords of Tester hjui possessed the offices 
of both sheriff and provost, and what was originally 
given to them in the former capacity may in the 
popular mind have come to be regarded as dues 
pertaining to the provostahip and so be continoed to 
their successor. **revious to the withdrawal of the 
ox gift the right of the provost to exercise the pre- 
rogative of liberating prisoners was also called io 
question. On 9th January 1615 the council, **becaua 
that sindrie hes beiue wairdit be the bailleis for sun- 



drie eiuHia, and of Ikit the proTMt hu fiMd thane 
sad nouht maid the b^lleis faineioe, nor done tfaa 
aamyn with tbair oooKiit, fiodii thit tbe proteat 
may nooht fieith nine ncdit be the biilleii witbont 
thalr coD«i>t." 

The ton of i>ho«Ter wa« pni«o«t in Jdd* IGIS 
(probahly DikiiouD} wu an applicBDt for the litaatlan 
of teacher in the sohool; — " My lord proTeit gut in 
hit orertare that hii lone Mr William lanld enter to 
the acbole and teiche the echole for ana quarter, 
uid at tbe qnarteris end reuave no fea aa the 
eoDDsall sail allow." Soois other itema beariDg on 

or teachen, tanj alaa be giieu here: — "The entrie of 
Ur John Toang to the acbole fa apou lat September 
1605." On 26lh January 1607. the treaanter ia io- 
Mructed "to gere Jamei Cranataun, doctour, £4," 
and three yeara later "unto the £4 geiia yearlle to 
the doDtoDr, Harie Foreiter, augnieDtia nthir four 
pQcdia." On 29ih January 1613, "oidania the 
tbeiauier to delyiei to Mr John Young, in compleit 
payment of bia echolemaiter fea, £10; and ou 22Qd 
April 1616 William Dyat ia engaged to be doeCor of 
tbe achool, and binda himaelf " to keip bia bonrla, 
to enter at aii, remane and teich tiU nine bouria, 
from ten to tuelf, and from ans to aai, and to behave 
blmaelf boDeatlie; aod the toune to gave bim tan 
merbia termlie," being 40 merbs or £2, la. M. atg. 

J early. Thia modest aUowaaoe to the doetor tor a 
tog apell of work would, however, be aapplemented 
by Feet from tbe achoWa and "hit day lie meit throw 
the touD with the haimeB,"aa, from another appoint- 
ment made in 1627, wa gather that soob »aa tlie 

Tbe maiiagemeDt of their common ianda of Oade- 
Biuir, Hamilton, Venlaw, ko., and the paipetually 
recarring en oroaoh meats of neighbouring proprtetora 
lequired the ever >igiiaat attention of the town 
■ODQciL la May 1609 it ia "ordanit that nane baif 
mae aowmes ("one waa paaluraga for a oow or Htb aheep] 
nor twa on the tounea heritage, bot that they pay for 

bot fieonien haif guidaa paaturit; that aae bird h 
gotten to the nolt aod ane to haif tbe milk and an 
nther the yeild guidaa; that twa commoun herdla b 
(aait to tbe iheip; that the commoau herdia putur 
the scheip on Hammiltoan; that na geir be paaturl 
on tbe Vanlaw but bora and oatffia." In 1610 bui 
geaaea are requirad to pay for eaoh aanme on Oade 
moir 13a. 4d., and any unfraemeu to whom permia^ 
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might be granted to pay "according to the ooanialli^ 
directioan/* In 1613 tbe number of sowmes of gran 
on Oademair was found bj tbe council to be **at 
the leist twa hundreth;" and about this time a house 
was appointed to be bailt on the hill ** and ilk man 
to lay in lyme " for the purpose. Tbe town's herds 
had often vented on them the wrath of neighbours 
whose trespassing propensities it was their duty to 
oheck. Thus there is a "complaint upon William 
Elphinstoun, sone to Henderston [a laird whose 
lands adjoined Gademuir] quha in the moneth of 
June 1608 came to Tued bri]? and thair strak Andro 
Ewmont, being ane toun bird, with ane grit roing, 
on heid, schoulderis, bak, and leggis, to the grit effu- 
sion of his bluid."* 

The feuing out of portions of Cademuir Oommoa 
to individuals ultimately resulted in its entire dis- 
memberment, though it was the original intention 
that the parts disposed of should remain inseparable 
pendicles of tenements in the burgh. On 23rd Octo- 
ber 1615 "the counsall conclude that swa mony 
Arabill akeris as may be convenientlie spairit of the 
Oaidmuris be sett in few and annexit to the tone- 
mentis; and the counsall to be advysit quhat salbe 
ilk manis portioun, and that portioun to be rowpit to 
him quha will give maist, and infeftment to be gevia 
thairefter and consolidatieun to be maid with the 
burro landis, and seasing to be gevin upon the burro 
landis of the said annexit landis; with provisioun 
that the tenementls nor out-land sail nocht be sauld 
bot conjuDctlie, and that infeftment sal be gevin of 
the tenementis for yearlie payment of the few mailUs 
of the out-land." 

In consequence of aggressions by Lauder of 
Haltoun, owner of lands adjoining Hamilton BLill, 
and Hay of Smithfield, owner of lands adjoining 
Yenlaw, an assessment of £100 Scots was levied from 
the inhabitants in 1611, "for persute of Smeitbfield 
and Haltoun for removing fra the Venlaw and 
Hamiitoun." What was the immediate result of this 
skirmishing does not appear, probably nothing more 
than the patching up of some sort of truce for the 

* In August 1600, the provost and bailies complained to the 
privy couDcil that relatives and household men of James 
Oledstanes of Cokilaw, came upon 9th July to the hill ot 
Caidmuir, the cotuplainer's herita$;e, where James Dikisoun, 
their pundler, was keeping their fields, and *' witb the 
schott of ane pistolett and with straikis of swordis and 
lanceis," slew him. A pundler, strictly speaking, was one 
who impounded or distrained strayed cattle, but it is probable 
that Dickisoun was also one of the town's herds. 
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-time. Want of preoiaion in title deeds in specifying 
boundaries — excusable at a time when land was of 
-80 little value that a few hundred acres more or less 
was of little consequence — was one of the causes of 
-these interminable territorial disputes. The ** clans 
coDtenit in Smeithfield chartour, for instance, runt 
in this vague way — **Togidder with special libertie 
and privalege of pasturage of thair guidis opone the 
ooDimonite of Suoinhope, Eschellis, Venlaw, and 
Glentres, quhilk are adjacent to the saidis landis of 
Smeithfield, Suoinhope, and Flat; and to pull hedder, 
-«ast feuall, faill, and divat thairupone, and uther- 
wyis to dispone upon the samyn as thair commounite 
«t thair pleasour in tym cuming." Qlentress (one of 
the commons embraced in the royal charters to the 
burgh) also appears as a possession of the Earl of 
Lothian in his titles of lands in and bordering on the 
Leithen valley, and between his lordship and the town 
some points of dispute had likewise arisen. 2nd June 
1612 — '^Ordanis the provest to ryd to my lord of 
Lowthiane, for the Eister Hill mos and difference 
betwix bis lordship and the town, and David Vaiche 
to ryd with him, upon thair awin expensais." 11th 
-June — "The provest, with the baillies, Thomas 
Vaiche, Thomas Williamsoun, to ryd to my lord of 
Lowthiane concerning the hillis and merches thairof.*' 

In addition to the more distantly situated commons, ' 
Tweed and Peebles (or ** Cuddy ") greens were used 
for pasturage. 2Dd June 1610—** Ordanis that nane 
pasture thair sheip upon Tweed nor Peblis grein, bot it 
be reservitto the hors, under the pane of 408. ilk 
fait. And that nane tak faill of the touaes heritage 
of Tweed grene, Peblis grene, nor na uther the toun 
landis, to big dykes upon uther menis heritagis, nor 
guid uther menis landis thairwith, under the pane 
of £5." 

In harvest time, and after it, provision had to be 
made for protection of the crops against depredators 
of various sorts. Sept. 1611 — ** Ordanit that all geis 
be berdit quhill the comes be innit." 2nd Sept. 1616 
— ** Ordanis that nane bring in corne efter the sone 
sett nor be fund winning comes within glomin tyme, 
and that nane ressaif corne from horsmen, gentelmen, 
nor cadgeris, nor travelleris, na schevis nor cornes.*' 
5th December 1612 — ** James France, duelland in the 
house on the Oastlehill, being wairdet for steilling of 
Bobert Thomsoune^s corne in William Dikisoun'e 
yaird; becaus of grit steilling of corne and for restrain- 
ing thairof, ordanis him to be banishit the toun, 
nnder the paine of scourging nixt, and the nixt thair- 
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efter drowning." To seoare a sufficient rapply or 
reapers, the inhabitants were prohibited from fffving 
their services elsewhere. llth Augnst 1612 — 
'* Ordanis all these that passit furth of the toan the 
last yeir to scheir forth of the samyn be presentlie- 
poyndit and dischargit that none of thame pass away 
this harvest, under the pain of banishment of the 
toun; and modifies thame thair fea, viz., the best 
men scheiraris, 2s. 6d., the women scheiraris, 2s." 

In 1608 the town presented to the Convention of 
Boyal Burghs a supplication, " craifing ane custome- 
to be nptaken for upbalding of thair twa brigis," and 
in the following year that body "gevis licence to the 
brugh to impetrat of our soverane lord ane gift of the 
impost following, for repairing of thair calsay and 
brig, to indure for the spnce of nyne yeiris, viz., of 
ilk laid passand alangis the said brig, of unfremen, 
4d., and of fremen, 2d.; item, ilk kow, ox, or hors, 
eummand to be sauld. Id.; ilk score scheip, 4d.*'*' 
It may be assumed that the impost was granted, as 
there are sundry instructions after this for repairing 
the bridges : — 29th July 1609 — ** Ordaint to cans mend 
the briggis." 2nd June 1612—** Ordanes all the bora 
of the toun to lay in ane laid of lyme for reparatioun 
of the briggis and stepill. 23rd October 1615-- * ' Item, 
all to be warnit to laid stanes to the brig work."' 
*The market cross also came in for some share of 
Attention. 26th May 1609 — ** Ordanis to lay in lyme 
for reparatioun of the croce and uther thinsis.'*' 
29th July — ** Item, to cans mend the croce." 20th 
April 1610 — ** Item, to remember the repairing of the 
oroce." 

In the printed records (p. 359) will be found an 
enumeration of some of the mal-practices of servante, 
their carousals and disobediences, with injunctions for 
their better conduct. There are other acts on the 
■ame subject. 7th November 1608—** The names of 
thame that ar ordanit to be put of the toun or to pas 
to service (here follow names of 20 servants, the most ' 
•f them females.) ** It is ordanit that nana fea ser- 
vants bot for ane year, and that beirefter nana within 
burgh tak ane servant quhill the yeir be endit." 24th 
April 1616 — ** Ordanis that all men and women 
iervandis that hes committit transgressions to be** 
chargit be oppin proclamatioun to remove off the 

• Permission was similarly given on 7th July 1616 to ask 
aa impost for seven years of * 2d. of ilk horse, 8d. of ilk soor 
iobeip, 2d. of ilk futtman, 4d of ilk horse man cammand to- 
thair bridge," the proceeds to be applied towards reparation 
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buigh at Witsonday; and that all heritonris of landls 
qoha bea sett houasia to unfremen, women, and 
aezrandiB, be poyndit for £10 of unlaw." 
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VII. 

An Old Buboh Aooount. 

AcoouNTS such as we are now-a-days aoqaainted 
with, in all their gradations from a tradesman's bill 
up to the National Budget, do not osaally possess the 
element of attractiveness, and it may therefore ap- 
pear difficolt to get any one's interest awakened in 
cletails of pecnniary transactions in which the town 
was concerned three centuries ago. Old burgh 
accounts, however, have a special interest of their 
own, apart altogether from their immediate purpose, 
which was merely the due reckoning np of the 
treasurer's intromissions. They are generally charac- 
terised hj a quaint simplicity of phraseology, and 
their incidental allusions to every-day occurrences 
afford many and varied side light views into social 
•customs and manners which more formal reoorda 
pass over unnoticed. 

A series of Peebles accounts, commencing in 1628 
and going on continuously for some years, is pre- 
served. At that time the main sources of burgh 
revenue were the two com mills, one of them the Auld 
Mill on " Peblis Water,'' and the other the Bude Mill 
on Tweed at the Oastlehill, the Waulk Mill situated at 
Tweed Green, the petty customs, and the mails or 
rents received for the lands of Dalatho, Kingsmuir, 
and Oademuir grazings. For the year commencing 
at Michaelmas 1623 there was drawn from the two com 
mills the sum of £656;* the Waulk Mill, £24: Dalatho, 
£17; Kingsmuir, in lots at 6s. 8d. the acre, £3, 13s. 4d. ; 
aoums of Kaidmuir (over aud above those allowed to 
the burgesses), £32; petty customs, £106, 13a. 4d. 
Pour burgesses paid £1, 13a. 4d. each for their ad- 
mission; and amongst other casual receipts there are 
**re8avit for ane trie that gaid downe the water, iOs.; 
fra Stevine Thomson for his entres of half ane aiker 
of land lyand at the fitt of the loning at Ederstone 
Bum, £10;" for " ane auld millestone sauld to Oud- 
bert Nickhallsone, Menner Mill, 50a;" " resavit out 
of the steppiU ane auld pot wechtand ten pund, 408." 

* It has to be noted that money at this time was oi the 
Scottish denomination, or one*twdfth of the value of ster- 
ling money. 
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As giving a view of some phases of daily roatine 
in the burgh for a year, a liberal selection of items 
from the disbursement side of the account will now 
be given. In these the abundance of words then in 
common use but now obsolete will be noticeable, 
indicating the great change that has taken 
place in our vocabulary. Indeed any one who is 
able to get through them all without being puzzled 
need not fear the ordeal of a stiff examination in 
idiomatic Scotch. 

16i4'—I^ecemher, — G^vin to buy oyle dolie to the 
knok, 26s. 8d.; for ane quheill barra to carrie stanes 
to the calsa, 168. ; to John Wilisone ane f nrlet meill 
for keiping the Eist Port, 458.; to Gristiane Hay 
^tavern keeper^, quhen the millis was taine ower fra 
Alexander Williamsone and John Qeilleis, 12s.; to 
the persone (parson), to ryd to Edinburgh togeve 
John Mickill, wryter, £9, lis. 8d.; to Mairriane 
€k>Tan (tavern keeper) quhen the proveist and bailies 
lewkit the commone kut, for sax pyntis aill, 12s.; 
item, for candill, 2s.; to Cristaine Hay, quhen the 

Krsone come hame with John Mickall his discharge, 
ing in com panic the persone, the proveist. snd the 
bailyeis, 14s.; four foddome of cordis to flichter 
Thomas Pattersone [drowned for sheep stealing], 5e. 
4d.; for ane candill quhen they rypit the hous, 4d.; 
to Gristiane Haye quhen Thomas Patersone was exe- 
cute, to the officeris and sindry uthers to hire, for 
meit and drink, 40s.; to Gleirie and Makwate 
[ofScers] thrie bread, 3s.; to James Haldine for ane 
sooire of stairtes and heaos, 26s. 8d. ; to Beige Hoge 
for dechting of the prissone hous tuys, 8s., daillis to 
mak ane of the prisone hous doore, 30s. 

1625 — JanVfO/ry — To John Johnstone formending of 
the north syde of the tolbuith, 358. ; for 18 ringis to 
rung the toune ledder, 68.; to James Haldine for 
ranging the ledder, 6s.; for ane uther scoir of heacs 
quhen the iys (ice) come downe end brak thame, 
36s. 8d.; to George Kere for bringing in the tua men 
that brak waird, £26; to James Tait for intaking of 
four staikellis (shackles) of irne, Ss. 4d.; for twa 
breid to Makwat quhen he scoirgit Gleirie, 28.; item, 
for ane foddome of toweis to flichter him, 6d.; gevin 
at command of the proveist and bailies, with some 
others in companie quhen the commissar was maid 
burges, to Gristiane Hay for wyne and aill, 336. 4d.; 
to Beigis Hoge and her sone to dicht the prisone 
hous, 7s.; to buy ledder to the towing of the steippell 
bell, ISs. 4d.; to George Merteine for calsaying 14 
ruidisof calsay in the Northgett, £42; for fumessching 
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his Staines, £8, Ss.; for serving him for red and sand, 
£11, 48.; for sax ruidis and aoe half oalsayit in the- 
northmost Port Bray, £19, 10s.; stanes, £3, 18s.;. 
■and and red, £5, 4s.; toa trumall brodis to the aold 
mille, 36s. 8d. 

Fi^bntary, — To John Bobeine, and two others, to 
oairrie James Bell that dieit at the Orosbame to the 
kirk, Ss.; to Andre and James Haldine and the 
thrie offeceris to oairrie the towne ledder fra the 
persone's place to the steippill and fra the steippill 
to the Oors Kirk, 10s.; to Alexander Fell and John 
Gibsone to oairrie ane orippill callit Scot to the 
Esohilles, 48.; for tua pnnd of irne to mend the 
■chaikellis of the nock that James Qeddes had 
brokine quhen he braik waird, pryce and wark, 6s.;. 
to John Haldine for goeing into the steippill windo 
to oppine the doore, 4«.; for feseing the schappill 
bell and for ledder to the towing of it, 8s.; to John 
Lowes, drumer, to bny ane pair of schone, 6s.; for 
ane aike trie to the ride (rood) mille, £5, 6s.; te 
Oristiane Hay quhen Alexander Williamson and 
John Galleis band was sabscrivit, for ane quart aill, 
48.; to Gristiane Haye quhen the persone rede to 
Edinbargh to borrow the money, 148.; for thrie 
oandill to sie to big the steippill doore heid, 2s.; for 
ane furneist doore to set up the steippill staire, £5, 
48.; for thrie quarteris of ieme of maid wark that 
was bandis and crewkls and staippillis to the doore, 
468.; to John Frank for his nocke fie, £15, 6s. 8d.;. 
quhen Patrick Stoddart brocht the mony out of 
Edinburgh, to Gristiane Haye for ane quart of aille, 
4m. 

AfarcA.— Four peisis aik timmer to big up the 
nedder windo of the steippill, 268. 8d.; thrie quarter 
of ieme and tua pund of maid wark to be slipperis to 
the nedder winda, SOs,; four geists to the steippill to- 
be staneris to the kaiseing of the bell towis, 40b.;. 
to the steippill wark gevin to John Beuill for sax- 
teine daillis that was dooriB and mendit the loftis and 
kaising of the bell towis, £8; for hame bringing of 
thame out of Leith, for everie carrige, 158.;sumnub 
for sax hors, £3, 10s.; item, for thair oustum, 16d.;. 
14 pounde of ieme qubilk was four bandis and 
crewkis and slottis to the dooris, 558.; to Edwart 
Fell for carieing of 38 laides of lyme and sand to the 
Btcdppill, the lyme out of the BkooU and the sand out- 
of Pebillis Water, 258. 4d.; for casting of five 
hundreth faill and leiding of thame to the steippill 
loftis, 18s.; gevin in ooropanie (|uhen Mr John 
Ker oom to the towne and grantit thame license 
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that thay aoald oairrie the prUonerii na farder nor 
Selkirk, payit to Oristiane Sohisholme, £3, 128.; to 
Mewne Plenderlaith and Beaee Heofoird to oairrie ane 
orippill callit Wilsone to the Myrhous, 4b. [Several 
other payments for removal of cripples to Winkston, 
Edston, Myrehonse, Fossae, and Soonbope]. To thre» 
persons to ryde to Jedbruch with the prissoneris, for 
thair waidgies, £27; for meitt and drink qahen the- 
prissoneris was transportit out of gawill (jail) to Sel- 
kirk, 128.; for depnrsements in Selkirk and for fieing 
of hors to the prissoneris oat of Selkirk to Jedbmoh, 
£6L 13s. ; for four hors to cairrie the prissoneris to Sel- 
krik, £4, 8s. ; for casting 600 f aill and leiding of thame 
to mend the rewinons nollis of the rid millne, 12s.; 
half ane bowle meill to the drumer, £3, 6b.; fonre 
foddome of cordis to flichter the prisoneris qahen they 
war oarrit away, 5s. 4d.; for ane candill when Robert 
Twedy was put in the steippall, 4d.; for ane woinding- 
soheit to Thomas Steinsone, 108.;.to Jenat Thomsona 
for woinding of him, 3s.; for tua woindeinsoheitis 
to the twa prissoneris that in deit in waird, 24s.; to- 
Mergrat Kide for woindeing of thame, 6s.; [winding 
sheets also got for ** ane that deit in John ThomBonea 
boos," ** ane that deit in the proveist buir doore, 
and *' ane callit Hoge '*]; for twa halbertis to the twa 
offioeris, £6, ISs. 3d.; for hamebrin«ing of thame, 4b. 
4d.: to John Lawsone in Oraigmiller for twa new 
stames to the ride milne, £20; to the kairter and hia 
men for hors meitt aod maneis meitt quhen he come 
thrle tymes with the staines, £8; allowit for awin 
waigis qahen I (the treasurer) and James Haldine 
went to Leith to by the staines and to buy the timer 
to the steipill, thrie dayis, £6; for mending of ane 
lok that Willitem Horsbruik brak in the cowmanhons, 
128.; ane sooir of heacs to the auld milne, 268.; ane 
staine of ierne to be bandis to the utter quheill and 
itaippillis to the clous of ride milne befoir the milne 
was tain downe, £3; to Thomas Willisone for going to 
Traquair and to Henderleithane and to thes that hea 
theprebendar landis, with warnings, 34s.; to John 
Tempill to goe with waimeings to the Ubird of Hattone 
and sindry utheris, £6. 

IB ^prt^.~Qahen Mr James Ingillis come to tak infef- 
ment for Lady Tester, for ane momeing drink, 30s.; 
to the men that brocht the chairge about the 
borroweis, 12s.; givin to cast ane gait oesyde Wink- 
stone that the kairt micht come to the towne, 10s.; 
to mend the littill trie brig with stane and lyme, 18s. 
and 6s.; for ain aize trie to the auld millne, £6, 13s. 
4d.; to James Haldane and Andro Haldine qahen 
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th*y pafct in the aize trie and mending the oloos (4 
days) for thair melt and drink, SOs.; for naillis to mend 
the tree brig, 6s. 

May,— For viij aike treis that was in the Cbappill 
hill to be sillis and staippillis to the ride milne, 
£16, 68.; to William Walker in Henderleith for oaire- 
ing np of ten laidis of kaiberis oat of the Ploro woide 
to the milne, £3, 68.; to James Haldane in North* 
gett and John Geillis and John Horsbruik for up- 
bringing of thrie of the gritt treis, for everie horn 
ftucht scbilling, of thair four bora, £4, 168.; to Laird 
Bnllo to bring up the uther twa treis with his horn 
and his oxine, pryce everie raik 328., £3, 8b. [Several 
other payments for work at Bood Mill]. To ten men 
for delfing of faill (turf) about the maircheis twa 
dayis, £3, lOs.; to the dramer, thrie days, 20s.; to 
the pyper, 68. ; to James Haldine and his servants for 
laying of Tweid call, £6. ISs. 4d. 

July, — To James Williamsone, proveist, to give 
the lawieris nnd advocattis in March, £120, and in 
•Jaly, £40, 98., to pay the schaker (exchequer) 
oompt*:— first, for their few maillis, £9, 10s.; 
item, impost of the wyne, £3, 7s.; item, gevine 
to the ctairkis £3, 6s. 8d.; item, to the darkis, 
^. 8d.; item, to the man that keipit the 
duire, 4s. Item, for my awin waigis, waitting on 
thrie dayis paying the schaker cowmpt and buying 
timmer, and waitting with the proveist for the townes 
tume aganis Smeiffield, £4, l(k,; gevin for mending 
of Taeid brig, £20, 12s. ; for vj frie staines to mend 
Tueid brig, £3; qaben John Hay was till have bein 
serveit (as heir), for brikfast, being in company the 
provost, bailie, clerk, and procurator, 37s.; to buy ane 
pepper (paper') bulk to copy the tonnes adversaries 
•evidents in, 12s.; quhen John Hay was servit, for 
thair brikfast, £3, lOs.; for fieing of fyfteine bora to 
gang about daillis of my lord Yesteris to cairrie thame 
fra the Auchindyne brigis to the Neppeth, ilk bora 
lOs., £7, lOs.; to Thomas Wilsone and Stevine 
Thomsone for hownding of Kaidmuir, Hamiltone, 
and Vainlaw, Ss.; to Robert Fotheringhame to cairrie 
ane prissoner oaUit Walter Grame to Damfreis, for 
his hors and his selfe, £2, 138. 4d.; gevin in the 
Orewik for candill all the nicht and for the prisoner 
meittin Moffat and Damfreis, 128.; to John Frank 
for susteining of him 12 dayis, 128.; for twa foddame 

* liagistrates were required to produce to the exchequer 
yearly the accounts of their common goods that the lords 
might satisfy themselves '* gif the samen be spended for the 
common well of the buigh or not " (Act of Parliament, 1686.) 
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cordU to fliohter him, 2a.; lor my awin waigia being 
ionr dayis, £6. 

6th August, — For iaa ter barelis to barner on the 
Vahdaw, 26b.; for toa pound of powder and 6 nnoe, 
€b. ; for ane barrell of aili that was had to the Vainlaw, 
£3, IOel; to John Bobeine and John Billie for playing 
and etryking of the swych, 24s. 6th,— To tnentie 
men that keipit the yeild nowit in the EsohelUo 
-cowmane for thair brikfast qnhen they had keipit 
thame all the day, 90b. 7t^.--Qahen James Hay gat 
Midng in the Vainlaw, for instrewment and to 
dristiane Hay, SOs. ISth,— To William Yaich for 
hamebring letteres of law-borrawis againis Smeith- 
4eld and his tenentis, for the letteris and his awine 
waidgis, £5, 78. £8th,—Q!ahen Mr Mathow and Mr 
Hairrie (Edinburgh lawyers) oome to the towne in 
iyme of waiokanoe (vacation) quhen they ware going 
to Dumfreice. payit to Oirstiane Schisholme, 42l; 
item payit qunen they come back ont of Dnmf reioe. 
beong in oompanie with the persone, the proveist, and 
the dark, and bailies, payit to Oirstiane SoUsholme 
and Ciratione Hay, £9, 7b. 

October — December, —To Bessie Eokf ord for diohting 
■of the sohooUe quhen the baimes come till it, 2s.; to 
the scoole maister for his fie and schalmer mail], 
£109; to the dockter, Thomas Orawfurd, for his fie, 
etc., £17, 6s. 8d.; to the proveist to ryd to Edinbuigh 
in June to meit with the lawieris for thrie dayis, £6; 
for ane auld millnstone that was laid on or the new 
Staines came hame, £6, 13b. 4d.; for mending the 
swysh and cordis, in August, lOs.; item, allowit to 
myselfe for papper and ink, 6s. 8d. 

A humorously ioclined economist has somewhere 
recommended everybody to live within their inoume 
even though they should have to borrow the money 
necessary for the purpose. The town of Peebles had 
this year aimed at making ends meet by a similar 
'device, but were not quite successful. With the borrow- 
ed money (£186) added to the revenue the gross 
chaige amounted to only £1191 Soots, while the ez- 
penditare exceeded that figure by £124. 
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VIII. 

The Bttboh'b Magna Ohabta— Landb desobibki> 
in it mobe extensivx than actual posses- 
SIONS— GBOFTB AND Feus— ToYTN "Wall— 
Bboiah Majbstatem and Aots of Pablia- 
mbnt— Misusing Pbovost— Disobedience to 
Maoistbates —Punishments. 

It 18 narrated in the jadicial records of the kingdom 
that our sovereign lord King Alexander, of good 
memory, gave toe Moss of Waltamshope to his 
burgesses of Peebles, and since that time (lZL4-49y 
their snooessors have had frequent experiences of 
royal beneficence. The '* hazards of war and fire,*^ 
to use an old charter expression, were apt to disperse 
the bits of material containing the visible evidence of 
such favours, bnt in sach cases the loss was usuidly 
made up by ratifications and renewals of investiture. 
One of these ratifications, with its accompanying: 
novodamus, had been obtained from James III in 
1506, but in the succeeding century fresh acquisitions, 
both in privileges and possessions, had been made by 
the burgh, while on the other hand the counteracting 
influences of encroaching landowners were of increas- 
ing portent, and it now (in 1621) appeared to those in 
authority that the time had come for obtaining, in 
amplified form, another recognition by royalty of all 
the town's possessions and privileges. As to how the 
machinery for accomplishing this object was set in 
motion and worked, little or nothing can be gathered 
from the council records. The subject would doubt* 
less be anxiously discussed amongst those locally oon- 
oemed; consultations would be held with the town's 
Edinburgh agents, on whom would devolve the task 
of f ormmatiiig the reqmsite supplication to Grown 
ofilciaJs, and generally oondubtin| the diplomatic 
arrangements; while not the least difficult part of the 
business would be the raising of funds to meet ex- 
chequer dues, scriveners' charges, tavern bills, and 
other attendant outlays. On these points the con- 
temporary burgh accounts, had they been in existence, 
which they are not, would doubtless have afforded 
piquant details. As it is, the only reference in the 
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records which seems to bear on the transaotion ia 
the following on 10th December 1621 : — *' Item, bor- 
rowit for the toun effairis in Edinburgb, vjc merkia 
(£33, 6e. 8d. stg.); thair obligatioun gevin thair- 
ioir« Ordanis the thesaurer to pay to Mr Theodor 
and the provest thair expenssis for xiij dayis."' 
"Mr Theodor " was the minister of Peebles, a mem- 
ber of the Town Oouncil, and one who appears to have- 
taken a prominent part in the town's a£faira.*' The 
provost of the time was James Williamson, and be- 
and the minister, after their thirteen days' sojoorn ia 
the metropolis and settling the cost of the new 
charter, probably broaght with them on their return 
to Peebles very little of the borrowed 600 merks. 

The charter is dated 19th November 1621. Written 
on the face of a large sheet of stent parchment, it is 
still in a fair state of preservation, and is altogether 
an imposing looking document. The printed copy 
and relative translation occupy 34 pages of the 
Peebies CharUrt, Beginning with a recital of the- 
ancient erection of the burgh, of the memorable aer- 
▼loes rendered by the community in peace and war, 
of the losses sustained by the burgesses in defending- 
the country against foreign enemies and resisting 
border oppressors (the town being then often sacked, 
burnt, and laid waste), of the place being a convenient 
one for the administration of justice, and of the king 
being willing to defend the rights and privileges of 
the inhabitants that thenceforth a better opportunity 
might be given them of continuing in their faithful 
office and service, the charter confirms several previ- 
ous grants, which are specified at length, and gives a- 
full enumeration and confirmation of all the burgh'a 
privileges and possessions. The extensive territory 
embraced in the charter is, however, misleading, un- 
less it be borne in mind that royal grants were slwaye 
issued ialvo jure cvjudibeb. Indeed, crown donees 
could only look upon as theirs what could not be 

* Theodore Hay, A.H, promoted from being Rearent in 
the University of Glasgow, presented by James YI., 20th 
April 1610. He was a member of the Courts of High Com- 
mission, XI St December 1616, 16th June 1610, and 81st 
December 16S4. Had D.D. conferred by the University of 
8t Andrews, 29th July 1616; subscribed the Protestation for 
the liberties of the Kirlc, witl^ fifty-four others, 27th June 
1617; was on the leet for Edinburgh in 1621; gave 100 merks 
towurds building tlie library <rf the University of Glasgow, 
1st August 1682; continued, 7th June 1648, but demitted in 
1648, and was dead before 26th October 1662, leaving a widow 
and a son, who anooeeded to the cure. — Scott's JPosfi 
McdUdm Sootieamm, 
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claimed by somebody eke by prior or more satiafaotory 
titles fortified by poBsession. Thus the great charter 
of Peebles «ave the bargessea a prima fade right to 
enter into legal contests with other competitors, but 
the final issae of these was greatly dependent on ex- 
traneous evidence, and in the course of many and 
prolonged law pleas, the prunii^ knife of the legal 
fords succeeded bit by bit in reducing the wide domain 
described in the charter into somewhat modest dimen- 
sions. 

. For the reasons jast indicated, the council recorda 
which narrate the actual use made of the town's lands, 
iind the interruptions to which such use was subjected, 
afford a more accurate view of their extent than does 
the long catalogue of them contained in the charter. 
The following extracts may be given in illustration: — 
16X0— Oct. i^.~**Item, to hound Hamilton, twa 
everie quarter daylie, beginnand at the provost. 
Item, to make teillage thairof, and ilk pleuohe to teill 
a yoking.*' Oct, 30. — "Appoynttis ane thrie yeir 
tak to be sett of Kaidmure, provyding ilk burges haif 
twa sowme for ane mark the sowme, the taksman 
f yndand hirdis, the saidis bur^essis being landit men« 
Item, to brek and teill Kaidmure and Hamilton. 
Item, to lay down the Bschellie commoun new teillit. 
Ordanis twa of everie quarter to visit Hamiltoun and 
to designe qnhat partis salbe teillit thairof and efter 
quhat forme. Mr Theodore Hay, parsoune, one of the 
ooonaall, protestit." 16$1 — June 11. — "Ordanis the 
thesaurer to big ane scheill upone ECamiltown to the 
bird. Ordanis William Gibsoun to haif weiklie ij 
pekis meill for his herdschip, and as for his fea he 
cumis in the tounis wiU." June i?5.^0rdanis the 
thesaurer to big ane ludge and fald upon Hamiltoun.'* 
Oct. $9.—** Ordanis to poynd all that has geir gangand 
amangis the stoukis or rukkis befoir the haiU cornea 
be innit." IBifS—AprU IS. — ** Ordanis to saw ane 
pairt of Hamiltoun. John Lewis offeris for the Inner 
Hill and Dod iiijc merkis. Ma/g 14. — The connsi^ 
discharges the provest and baillies to be takeris of 
the hillis; and ordanis thame to nominat uthers in the 
takis and thai to be pertineris. June 10. — ** Ordanis 
to pind the guidis pasturing upoun Hamiltoun and 
Venlaw, and everie ane of the connsall to pas and 
tame thair day about; and the proveist and bailleis to 
direct thame to that effect. Appointtis ane fald to be 
biggit upon Hamiltoun." JtUy 8.— Item, to cry 
Hamiltoun waist the mome and to warne the nyoht- 
bouris for eitting of the comes sawin thairupon, 
Oct, 4*—** The provest and bailleis to keip and hound 
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tbe Yenlaw and remanent billis. Oct. M. — **0rdaine8 
the bailliee to send ane of the offioeria everie foirtie- 
«ncht houria to pond Hamildonn, Yenlaw, and Kaid* 
mnir, and anes everie weik to goe themselffis and 
pnnd. Ordania the hirds to keip the haill hillia and 
to suffer na gaidis be pasturit thairapoan exceptand 
the townes awin gaidia, and to give ane partioa^r 
inventar of all gaidia that waa pastarit this last yeir 
thairopon." Jane iS, — *' Ordaines Thomas Yonnge, 
•oallit Tow-be-the-moath, ather to tak soumes of tha 
toon and pay thairfoir, utherwayes mak off the tonn. 
Thomas Thomsone, herd of Kaidmair, compeiring 
befoir the oounsall, being posed of the said coansaU 
how he satt apon Kaidmair fra Witsonday last, de- 
ponis he sits as herd to John Dikisone, elder [a taoks* 
man], and haith of him auoht soumes gras, togider 
with the land that he was in use of teilUng of ^oir 
for his herdship. Ordanes the thesaurer to find 
materiallis for bailding the hoos in the Inner- 
hill, and the tacksmen to pay the workmen, 
and the samen to be allowit in foir end of thair maill. 
Oomperit Androw Eumont alias Kerr, and was oon- 
<laoed (hired) of the said oouncill for keiping of the 
haill Kaidmuiris, but in speoiaU the Dod and Wester- 
hillia, he alwayes having aacht sowmes and tua 
aikeris of land for his service, quhairwith he waa 
isontent." July X^— "Ordeanis the hillis of Kaid- 
muir to be feuit ordourlie to the borro landis. The 
Westerhill to ly unfeuit." August 18— Two persona 
for each quarter, and "the parsone, owerisman,*' 
■appointed to take **tryell qahat tenementis sail have 
paurt of the Kaidmuiris/' 16U—JvZy 5-** The 
eounsall censures James Williamsone, provost, and 
liaill remanent persounes that hes castin ony turffia 
or fewall upoun the Dod to pay £5 each to the 
thesaurer." June l?i— "John Hay of Smithfield 
offerit for ane tack of the Yenlaw £60 yearly,'* but 
•consideration of the offer was delaved. July 6 — 
'* Ordanis the Yenlaw to be kepit fra pasturing of 
all gudis except the townes awin guides, and howndit 
day lie twyse." 

Besides procuring a ratification of their own righta 
the council also about the same time instituted in- 
quiries as to the tenure under which oocapiers of soma 
of the crofts and pieces of land adjacent to the town 
were held, and the duties or services exigible out 
of them:— i^fO—Octofrer i6—" Ordanis NinianeLowia 
to produce his infeftment of the hawche to under- 
atand quhat darkis [days' work] he aacht thairfoir." 
October 30 — "John Lewis producit ane charter of 
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ane pece of land apon the soath ayd of Tneid, beirand 
twa dayis labour with ane hors yeirlie." December — 
*' Ordanis the provest and baillies to stey all per» 
tonnes that laboaris the mnre qahill they prooaoe 
their fewis and few mailUs." ISH—July 8—*'0r- 
danis all that hes few landis within or without burgh 
to exhibit thair fewis this day zy dayis, and to that 
effect to be warnit be oppin proclamation and uther- 
way is. " 16^4— July 6 — * * Ordianis James William sone, 
provoet, to desist fra all forder persewing of Gilbert 
BuUo for removing fra ane aiker of land in Aikerfield 
[now Bosetta] haldin of the bargh of Peblis, till sick, 
tyme that the toun of Peblis recover decreit aganes 
the said Gilbert/' 

The town wall had been erected in 1569 under 
circumstances set forth with gratifying f alness in the^ 
printed records. At that time the Borders were in 
a condition of great tnrbalenoy, bat following on the 
union of the crowns a state of comparative qaiesoenoe 
had supervened and the walls, not now of prime^ 
importance for defensive purposes, were getting 
neglected and oat of repair. Still for many reasons 
it was desirable that the walls should be maintained. 
When the ports formed the only entrances the due 
collection of customs could be better secured, the 
introduction of persons from infected places in time 
of plague coold be prevented, predatory bands of un- 
suppressed raiders, sturdy beggars, and other unwel- 
come itinerants could be more effectually excluded, 
and supervision generally exercised both upon th» 
arrival of visitors and exit of inhabitants. According- 
ly, on 22nd AprU 1623, **It is stotute and ordanit, 
becaus the toun wallis ar broken doun and lyklie to 
decay, throwdefalt of these that hes the landis adjacent 
thairto, that nocht onlie they repair, re-edifie, and 
mak thair held rowmes als guid as they wair of be- 
foir. hot also aphald the samyn in all tymes, cuming, 
in tne lyk estait, under the pane of £5 gif thai do- 
nocht the samen betuix and Lambes and that ilk 
ane that passis in or ower the wall pay for ilk fait 
lOs." leti—July ^— **Ordanis these that hes nocht 
buildit the faltische wiJlis be poindit, ilk ane for 
£10.'* August id— "OrdanU that all build and 
edifie thair heidrowmes of the wallis to ane sufficient 
heicht with stane and lyme, under the pane of x lib.» 
betuix and the last day of May." 

An edition of the acts of the Scottish Parliamenta 
was published in 1698 by Sir John Skene, lord clerk 
register, and a distinguished legal antiquary. The 
purchase of the book by all persons of "sufficient 
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aabfltanoe and abilitie" was compnliory, and the 
burgh seems to have acqnired a copy of it as well as 
of Skene's treatise of ** Kegiam Majestatem,'* pub- 
lished in 1607. 162S^July )P4— "Ordanis John 
Dikisone to produce befoir the counsall Begiam 
Majestatem the nizt counsall day. 1624^Septembei' 
6 — Thomas Tuedie producet the actis of Parliament 
qahilkis ar deliverit and lent to James Williamsone, 
provost, qubilk with Begiam Majestatem he pro- 
meist to reproduce." 

Speaking evil of dignities, and other disrespectful 
conduct towards those in authority, cannot be 
tolerated in a well regulated oommnnity, and ac- 
cordingly we find, on 19th March 1621, "John Baillie 
censurit for misnsing of the provost. Ordanis him, 
upon the mercat day, at the croce, to crave him for- 
givenes on his kneis; and farder be standing ane space 
at the croce, and thairefter cuming with humilitie, 
etc.; and farder to deliver to the thesaurer of the 
kirk, for the poor, v merkis." Again, on 20th 
August 1621, '*John Bobene, convict of ane ryett 
upon Glerie, and for disobedience to the magistrat 
and also upbraiding the provost and stryking the 
provost^s wyf. He be common voit of counsall is dis- 
chargit and depryvit his offioersbip. And the said 
day his spous tryit for upbraiding of the provest, 
saying the vengance of ... . pat him in office ! 
Ordanis her to be put in the cokstole the mornp." 
15th April 1622—*' For the wrangis done to the 
provost and bailleis be Bobert Govane ordanis him 
to be lay it in the stokis and ly thairin xxiiij houris at 
the croce." S8th Apnl 1623.—'* Ordanis John Diki- 
sone, wobster, to be wairdit in lokfast waird during 
the spaice of tuentie-four houris for strykin the 
officer." This would be a different officer than the 
redoubtable Cleric who had on 24th February pre- 
viously again got into trouble: — '* Ordanis to scurge 
Clerie and Boldis boy for thift and banische thame." 

With the approach of May preparations began to 
be made for the annual Beltane festival and sports.* 
The gatherings on these occasions, like the Conti- 
nental May celebrations of our own time, were some- 
times the cause of anxiety to those responsible for 
the public peace, as in 1608, when the lords of Secret 

* A weekly market and three yearly fairs are sanctioned 
by the charter. The first fair was to begin on 8rd May 
(called Beltane Day), the second on 29tb June (called St 
Peter's Day), and the third on 24th August (called St 
Bartholomew's Day). The first two were each to continue 
for forty •eight hours, and the last for eight days. 
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GouDoil inhibited the liegei from aasembling at '* ane 
hone race appointed to be held at Pebli« in May, 
wherennto grit nambers of people of all qnalitiee and 
ranks intend to repair, betwixt whom there being 
quarrels, private grudges, and miscontentment, it is 
to be ferit that at their meeting upon fields some 
troubles and inoonTenients sail fall out amangs them 
to the break of his Maje«ty*s peace and disquieting 
of the country." The time, however, had passed for 
such grave apprehensions of mischief, and on 26th 
April 1624 we find the magistrates enjoining the 
inhabituits to come forth in due pomp — 

At Beltane when ilk body bounds 
To Peblis to the Play. 

** Ordaines the haill honest men to be wairnit to at- 
tend the majristrattes in maist civill forme, everie 
man with ane sword at his belt, baith at the tyme 
of the ^Itane fair and horse raice upon the morne 
thairefter; as lykwayis at all uther fains heirefter, 
iUc persone under the pane of ten puhdis for ilk 
failyie/' 
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IX. 

GoNinTunoN of Town Oounoil— Bkvilino BLlois- 

TSATEB AND OFFIOBBS—SOOLDING WIVU— 
COOBBTULB ^ OOUNOILLOBS' HATS — PBTTT 

CUSTOHS — Wbafonbhawino — Plaoub — 
Night Watch— Chapbl of Vibgih Mabt— 
Stbbplb -Pbisonbbs. 

Pboplb who imagiDe that the electoral franohiie in 
burghs was for the first time extended to proprietors 
and occopiers by the Mnnicipal Reform Act of 1833 
may be sorprised to know that barghal governmeot 
was in some respects more democratic two or three 
hundred years af^o than it is at the present day. 
Not only the ooandllors but also the magistrates 
themselves were then chosen by the burgesses direct. 
By the Laws of the Burghs, sanotionedf by the first 
King David, aldermen and bailies were appointed to 
be chosen at Michaelmas yearly by the **gud men of 
the toune;*' and, notwithstanding an Act of Parlia- 
ment passed in 1469, whereby, with the view of 
avoiding the great contention yearly in elections 
** through multitade and clamour of commones 
simple persones," it was enacted that in future the 
old council should choose the new, the records show 
that in Peebles the municipal franchise was exercised 
by the burgesses at large till near the close of the 
loth century. About that time a change of system 
came into operation, though the precise date cannot 
be ascertained on account of a hiatus in the series of 
court books, the register in which election pro- 
cedure was recorded. In October 1578 two bailies 
bad been elected with tbirty-three and thirty votea 
respectively and there is no record of a subsequent 
election till 1624, by which time the broken series of 
court books is resumed. The practice of the bur- 
gesses choosing the magistrates bad then ceased and 
(to quote the **sett" or constitution of the burgh as 
reported to the Convention in 1708), ** the old magis- 
trats and council elect the new council of seventeen 
persons, out of which there is a leit of three persons 
for provost, three for eldest, three for youngBst 
baime, three for dean of gild, and three for treasurer, 
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of which leitB there is one chosen for each of the 
aboTe offices." The incorporation of websters or 
weavers also gave in a leet of six names, oat of which 
the council selected three, and from this number the 
incorporation chose their deacon, who had a seat in 
the council. At the election in 1624 James William- 
son was chosen provodt with ei^ht votes. Two 
bailies, a treasurer, three keepers of keys, and a 
deacon of weavers were chosen at the same time, 
and Patrick Vaitch, clerk, was continued in office. 

The municipal oligarchy, whose members secured 
and retained office independent of the suffrages of 
the great majority of the inhabitants, did not always 
succeed in keeping clear of collisions with the more 
forward of these, as when William Porteous and 
Charles Porteous (11th October 1624) acknowledge 
that they had slighted their own magistrates, *' dis- 
claiming the proveist and bailyeis and compleiniog 
upoun John Robene, (officer), to my lord Tester," and 
in place of expressing penitence Charles Porteous ex- 
claims — *'The deviU be amang the provest and 
bailyeis or I be thair burgess ! and that they war 
ane cumpanie of gredie gormawis." For this defiant 
outbreak Charles was promptly deprived of the 
privilege of exercising any freeman's trade in future, 
and he had also to expiate his offence against the 
officer. 22nd Nimmber i&f^— "The haill counsell 
ordanes Charles Porteous to cum to the kirk upoun 
Sonday nixt, and thair immediatlie efter the foirnone 
preiching, befoir the blissing, in presence of the haill 
parichiners, confes he hes bene in the wrang to John 
Kobene in calling him menswome and perjurit, and 
first to ask God forgifnes and nixt the pairtie; or 
otherwayis remittis him to the se&sioun." The 
quarrel between the Porteouses and Hobene, though 
perhaps smoothed over for the time, was not entirely 
extinguished, and a month or two later we find in- 
dications of some embers of wrath smouldering in 
the bosoms of their wives and relatives. 2Ut Fdtru- 
wi-y 1626 — "The provest, bailyeis, and counsell 
statutes that quhasaever salbe tryit to be the first 
skalder or speikar with any uther sail not onlie be 
put in the cockstuill hot also sail pay the sowme of 
fyve pundis for ilk failyie, without defalcation. 
And this act to be extended to John Bobene his 
spous, and William Porteous his sone, and thair 
wyffis. And for obedience of this act John Bobene 
is becum cawtioun for his wyff, and William Porteous 
for his wyff, his sone, and his wyff." 

That the hat made the man, and the want of it 



GLBANINOS VROH THE BUBOH BICX>BDB. 45 

the ooandllor of depbrable ineffioienoy, were axioms 
either not readily perceived or tardily acted upon, 
jndginfC by the reiterated orders iasoed on the sub- 
ject : — iind Dec. 16t3 — '^Ordaines that qahotever 
oomis heir to the counsell heiref ter but [withoaij ane 
hat sail pay taentie schillingis." lith Jan, loi4 — 
** Conviotes David Plenderlayth, James Horsbargh, 
John Gtoddes, and John Thomsone, all present, ilk 
ane in ane unlaw of tuentie sohillinK for coming 
heir to the counsell but hattis." Feb, t — " Unlawis 
Patrick Patersone and John Thomsone each in ten 
sohillingis for tranting of hattis." 

Part of the revenues of the burgh consisted from 
the earlist times of dues levied on goods brought to 
the burgh for sale, otherwise called small or petty 
customs. Information as to the mode of collecting 
these dues from the landward proprietors is afforded 
by letters granted under the privy seal in the ninth 
year of the reign of one of the Jameses, but only 
*' copyit and insert in the counsell bulk " in 1623, 
indioatiug that the same system of collection was 
still followed. In this document it is stated that 
** the bailyeis and communitie of our burgh half of 
us the small customes of our said burgh, and payis 
thairfoir yeirlie to our comptroller the soume of 
fourtene merkis,* as the chekker roUis beiris; and 
quhair they ar in approvit use and consuetude of ane 
firlot of aittis to be payit of everie pleuch tilthf of 
land within the bounds of our scherefdome of Peblis 
to thame for thair haill customes of thair comes, 
hydis, skynnis, and woll, and utheris guidis brocht 
to^ the mercat of our said burgh, ane pairt of the 
lairdis of land wart and thair tennentis now roak 
impediment and refuissis to pay the said custome 
aittis, in defrauding us of our custome aucht to us 
of the saidis guidis, and in grit skaith to the bailyeis 
and communitie of our burgh that man pay for the 
samyn to our chekker yeirlie as said is, and aganes 
justice gif sa be." The sheriff was therefore charged 
to call before him such persons as were complained 
against, make enquiry and compel them to continue 
in the payment of such dues as they had formerly 
been accustomed to. The collection rolls showing 
the. different contributions throughout the shire, 

* This is the payment prescribed in the charters both of 
1606 and 1621, but it Ib there divided into twelve merks to 
the royal treasury and two to the hospital of 8t Leonard. 

t Supposed to be synonymous with ploughgate, meaning 
as much land as could be turned over by one plough or 
tilled in the course of a year. 
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had they been in existence, would have thrown some 
light on the state of caltivation at the time, but the 
bnrgh books do not gi?e assistance in this respect. 
The oastoms were let to a tacksman, who undertook 
the collection, and the treasurer had only to account 
for the tack duty received by him. This amounted in 
1624 to £106, in 1625 to £112, and in 1626 to £120. 

With the long period of freedom from entangle- 
ment in foreign wars which characterised King 
Jameses reign, and the fortunate absence of interna- 
tional disputes, the custom of holding general mus- 
ters and weaponshawings had fidlen somewhat into 
desuetude. The episode of the Spanish war which 
the king, in his last year, had been reluctantly 
drawn into, raised some little martial enthusiasm 
throughout the country, and it was probably in con- 
nection with the warlike feelings thus evoked that a 
** general! wappinschawing " was held " in the Grooe 
Kirkyeard " in presence of the provest and bailies, on 
20th August 1624. One hundred persons, of whom 
twenty-five belonged to the **Auld Tonn," turned 
out and had their arms and armour inspected, 
while half a dozen more are stated to have 
been absent. Of the arms worn the sword, 
lance, hagbut or musket, and spear, were the 
prevailing weapons, but a few were possessed of 

pistoleto," and two had each a **bow and bag" 
[bow and quiver of arrows] in addition to sword and 
spear. Of swords, 86 were shown, and there were 
6 lances, 16 hagbuts, and 69 spears. Of defensive 
armour, thirty-eight persons were provided with 
'* steil bonnets " or helmets, and ten were each en- 
cased in a " jack " or coat of mail. At the inspection 
only thirty-seven were allowed to pass without being 
enjoined to equip themselves more efSoiently. Thus, 
one appearing with sword and hagbut, is required to 
procure a jack and steel bonnet, another having only 
a sword, is ** unlauit for wanting armour," another, 
with sword and spear, is to get a jack, steel bonnet 
and hagbut, another with an " auld sword," is to get 
a new one, and other arms and armour, and another 
with a^ sword and hagbut, is to get a **buffil coit." 
Remedial measures seemed practicable in such cases 
as these, but when there stepped out on parade 
** John Lausone with ane roustie sword and ane speir 
wanting the heid," the provost and bailies appear to 
have looked on the case as a hopeless one, and John 
was allowed to go without comment. 

Rumours uf the approach of pestilence towards the 
end of the year 1624 stirred up the council to eztm 



OLBAHINOS 7B0M THl BUBOH BIOOBDB. 47 

waiohfnlneM in admitting strAngen. Ike, ^— 
'* Ordanea the foure portis to be keipit sua lang ai the 
plage oontinewis in Edinburgh, Lonthiane, or ony 
uther partis in the four halflSs about, and that be four 
men, maistera of thair famelies, and be the principall 
aervantis of these that ar wedowis, for quhom tney 
wilbe ansuerable, fra sex houris at mome till aucht 
houris at evin. And qohasoevir being wamit thairto 
beis fund absent any tyme of day sail pay ten pnndis 
and punischment of thair persones oonforme to thair 
mereit.*" Dec. fSO — ** Ordanes the wator-yet ather to 
be biggit up or ellis ane yet of daillis to be put thairon, 
with ane yet upoun the welkyet, and lockts to be put 
thairupon and keipit preoeislie. Ordanes to poynd 
all these quha hes not biggit the toun wall upoun 
thair heidrowmes of sufficient heioht." 

Danger of the plague disappeared in eourae of time, 
but a wateh was subsequently organised to guard 
against another evil, probably some threatened mis- 
chief from border marauders. l?th Aj^ril 1696 — 
** Ordanes ane watobe of sex persones, viz., foure of 
the new toun and twa of the auld toun, niohtlie, to 
watehe the toun fra ten houris at nioht till four houris 
in the morning, and this watohing to continew ay and 
<iuhill it be dischargit And the haill watoh to cum 
in the morning, ather to the proveist or ane of the 
bailyeis, and declair to thame tnair diligence and mak 
report quhat they haif hard and sene." 

The chapel of the Virgin Mary had been erected on 
a site at the west end of the High Street, granted for 
the purpose by the second Eling David. After the 
Reformation, the building ceased to be required for 
religious services, and as patched up and added to 
came to be used for a variety of municipal purposes. 
The clock and bell were placed in its steeple, which, 
when occasion required, was used as a watch tower, 
the town*8 papers and valuables were sometimes 
deposited there, and in its vaults prisoners were de- 
tained till they escaped or were liberated. S2nd Jan, 
16il — **The thesaurer to mak ane new dur to the 
steipiU. 96th May 1693 — ** Ordanis the thesaurer to 
direct John Frank to ring the grit bell at fyve at 
mome and aucht at evin, and sif he failyie to detein 
his waiges." IBth Jan, 1694— *' ThomzA Frank, 
burfres of Peblis, is becum cautioun for John Frank, 
his brother, for helping of the stoipill, guyding of the 
knok, and ringing of the bell, and for gaid and thank- 
full service under the pane of fourtie pundis.'* 96th 
April—** Ordanies Archibald Frank as cautioner for 
tiie btU to produce the samyn, under the pAlae of 
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£100." 6th July—"" It is statate be the haill coaiiBeU 
that qabasaevir sail heirefter half the keiping of the 
stepill, wairdhoaa and javiU of this bargb, sail find 
»afficient caatioun and souertie for thair dew and 
faithfoll service thairin; and siclike to warrand, 
f reith, releve, and skaithles keip the provest, bailyeia, 
haill oounsell and oommunitie of all and qahatsumevir 
iiowmes of money, skaithis, costis, and expenssis that 
they may incur throw the saidis keiparis negligence 
or escaping of ony persones forth of the said waird in 
tyme cuming." 25th July 1625—'* Oomperit Patrik 
Tod and being accusit for breking of the tolbuith and 
escaiping furth thairof npoan the last day of Jane 
last, confest the samyn. Continewis the censnring of 
him." 24th Oct,—*' The haill oounsell ordanes that 
na persone nor persones of quhatsumevir degrie haif 
access to Patrik Grahame, presentlie in waird, for 
quhatsumever cans at ony tyme herefter without ane 
apeciall warrand of the provest or bailyies, and that 
na drink be dely verit to him bot samekill as may 
serve for his intertanement; as lykwayis that na 
letteris or missives be delyverit to him till the j^rovost 
and bailyeis sie the samyn and be acquent thairwith; 
and speoiallie that John MoSet haif na acces to him." 
19th Dec, — '* Ordanes the thesaurar to by ane barrell 
of powder for fnrnisching of the twa gunnis in the 
stepill, and these that hes pieces within this burgh, 
ilk ane of tbame twa unces agane the next wapoun- 
schawing." Ist May 1626 — William Jonkesone, for 
injury done to a bailie, is discharged from using any 
freemen's trade ** and himself to enter his persone in 
waird within the stepill lockfast till the haill ooansall 
convene, and not to be relevit be ather provest or 
bailyie without advyse of the haill coansall or ellis 
consent of the said bailie." 14th Jan, 1628 — ** Jamea 
Hope, accuiit for breking of the loft of the wairdhous 
of the stepill quhen the presoneris and sojoris was in 
waird thairintill, grantis he was npone the counsell 
thairof and knew the doing of the samyn." 16th 
Jan, — *' William Horsbargb affirmes that he hard 
James Hope and the fellowis talking togidder and 
popping upon the loft quhen it was brokin, and that 
the deponar come up to tbame and said that wark 
wald not be interprysit nor done, and that than Jamea 
Hope answerit that it aucht be done, and that the loft 
was brokin that nicht, and that eftir they come doun 
and oppinit the lock of the dur qubair he was and 
causit him go up with tbame quhen the loft waa 
brokin; as lykwyis that the oommonn kist being tumit 
up the boddome thairof micbt be easille brokin and 
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Ane hoill maid thairin and the writtis micht be eaeilie 
ta&e out and distroyit. James Hope declairia he 
knew of the breking of the lock and was at the doing 
thairof himself, and anent turning up the boddome of 
the commoun kiat and making of ane hoill thairin 
denyis. Cnmis in the oounsallis will for breking of 
the said loft and all uther wrangis laid to his charge." 
** Ordainos the keipar of the stepill to ring the grit 
bell everie nicbt at ten houris at evin that thairaf ter 
quhasoevir beis fund ather drinking or playing may 
be inexcusable of thair censure." From Accounts: — 
1626 — *'For stray to cast beneth the prissoneris in 
Brokishoill,* 68. Item, for careing the irones fra 
Brockishoill to the steipill, 3!2d." 1626— AmoufBt 
other entries relating to a weaponshawing there i<) a 
payment ** to John Frank for shuiting of the twa 
goinesinthesteipill." Jan, i^— ''ToChairlesPringill 
to ryde to Edinburgh to meet with Lord Tester anent 
Patrik Grainae, taa day is, £3." April 28-^'* To 
James Wilson, smith, to mend ane qubeill of the 
knock, for ierne and his awin wark, and for tursing 
up of the quUeill, 488. To leiding of fyve hunder 
aklaitis out of the Corce Kirk to the chappell, 68. 8d." 
June— ** To James France for speiring of the man 
that fell comeing downe the steippill that Andro 
Stewart pat in, 248." JtUy — ** For laying of ane loft 
in the steipill and reulUng of the bos windayis and 
for taking up the daillis in at the bos windayis, 
£3, 12s." 1627, Feb, 23-'' Gevin for carieing of sax 
laidis of staine to the tolbuith and thrie laidis lyme to 
the steippill heid out of the Croce Kirk, 10s. For ane 
kie to the chaippill and ane plait to the lock and for 
mending of the lock, 10s. The four lockis to the 
steippill, to John Slebairne in Edinburgh, £8, 2s. 8d." 
1627— *' To John Frank and James Haldane for 
mending of the steippill dooris and lockis that guid 
William Horsbruik brak — God mak us quit of him 
with our onestie ! — 128." 

* " Brockshole, literally badger's hole or den: the common 
name for the blackhole of a prison, into which only the 
vilest criminals were put."— Supplement to Jamieson's 
SeoitUh Dictionary. 
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X. 

Nahino or Stbketb—Lidoati-'Impost on Wink— 
Sale of PBOVisiONB--BfABKET FOR Shoes 

AND OTHER WARES AND MeROHANDISR— 

Flbshmarket — Slated and Thatched 
Houses— Mischievous Hens— Minister of 
Manor— Bell and Cup for Baoes— Silver 
Arrow— The Sohoolh aster as Phtsioian— 
Miscellaneous Items from Accounts. 

'* I HAVE often remarked,*' says Carlyle in hU Journal 
(1832), *'that the present generation has lost the 
facnlty of giving namet. The modern streets of 
towns, and innomerahle other thingn, are proofs of 
this. They are reduced to name streets by the owner 
of the land, by the builder, or in some other mechani- 
cal way, almost as if by formula. Thus in Dumfries 
they have made their old Loohmaben Gate into 
English Street, ... In Liverpool they have 
named streets by herbs, by 'poets, and by other 
desperate methods. What talent is specially re- 
quisite for giving a name? A certain geniality of 
insight, whereby some real property of the thing 
reveals itself. A very little will do, but some little 
is requisite; then, so useful are names, even an in- 
different one sticks. Giving a Tiame, indeed, is a 
poetic art; all poetry, if we go to that with it, is but 
a giving of names.** In some towns the ** poets" 
would in recent years have enjoyed no sinecure had 
it been incumbent on them to produce all the street 
nomenclature on Carlyle*s principle; while, on the 
other hand, the device of adopting names ready made, 
whether those of eminent personages, of onr noble 
selves, or of esteemed friends, comes in as a handy 
expedient and is scarcely censurable. Indeed, the 
honoured name of the sage of Chelsea himself is not 
infrequently found chiselled out at the comers of 
streets and inscribed on lamp-posts. If Peebles ban 
not yet distinguished itself in this way it may be 
permissible to suggest to the builders that there 
wonld be a special appropriateness in doinfr 9o, be- 
gatll^ it was oM-vf their prede^enon who, oiignillnf 
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into Annandale and marrying into the family, in- 
Btmoted the elder Carlyles in mnson oraft and did 
nnch to prodace those sarroundings amid which the 
great philoeopher passed his early years.* Bat what- 
ever coarse may be panned in bestomng new names 
it is always a regrettable oiroamstance when an old 
and well-known name — especially where '* some real 
property of the thing " is revealed by it— comes tu 
be saperseded by a new one. One of the oldest and 
best known landmarks in Peebles — so far as streets 
are concerned— osed to be the Lidgate, or Leidgait, 
as it was more properly designated in old records, 
and it is to be hoped that amid the array of 
streets and terraces which are now lining its course, the 
ancient name will not be smothered oat of existence. 
Judging by the allusions to it given in the records, 
it is probable that Leidgait meant simply the gait or 
road leading to Hamilton Hill, and by which turf, 
fuel, and crops were "led" or brought into the 
town. '* Leid," again, in old Scotch vwas of flexible 
signification, indicating in some oases a district or 
oountry, in others a load (loads from Hamilton 
would frequently pass along this '*gait"), and even 
in one or other of these connections the road may 
have got the name it was known by.f In 1461 the 
common of Hamilton was set to a tenant for live 
years, reserving to the inhabitants freedom ** to cast 
turris (turfs) and pul bedder (heather), wyn thaim, 

* In 1778, when be (Carlyle's father), was sixteen, a certain 
William Brown, a mason from Peebles, came into Annandale, 
beoune acquainted witli the Carlyles and married Thomas 
Carlyle's eldest daughter. He took her brothers as ap- 
prentices, and they became known before long as the most 
skilful and diligent worlcmen in the neighbourhood. - 
Frand^t Life of OarljfU, 

t Dr Chambers was inclined to regard Lidgate as a cor- 
rupted form of Liehgate-^ihe way by which the dead were 
carried for burial, but there are difficulties in the way of ac- 
cepting this interpretation— (1) The prefix, though found 
in MS. SOO vears old, is never written similar to **lich" or 
otherwise than ** lid " or ** leid." (2) If corrupted from the 
original the name would be more likely (as in the cognate 
word lykwHike) to talce the form of Lyk^^it than Lidgate. 
(3) Though <* lichgate " (common in England but rare in 
Scotland) signified the shed over the gate of a churchyard 
to rest the body under, perhaps there are few if any in- 
stances of the way to the ground being termed UehgaU. U) 
The Lidgait in Peebles wab situated at a considerable dis- 
tance from the churchyard, and was ouly approached to it 
by a cross road (now St Andrew's Boad), described in old 
titles as the road leading from St Andrew's Kirk to Oils* 
bom. 
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led thnim, &c., as thai did or he was tenand." 
i56& — Jan. 18 — **The aald actis of the common 
gait betuix the toun and Hammildoun Hill to be 
observit and kepit." Mar. 4 — "Imputis the wyte 
(blame) to the baillies that thai ordour nocht the 
commoun gait betuix the Leidgaitand Hammiltoun." 
1628 — May 20— "Gevine quhen the mairch staines 
was sett on the streit that gois to Haroiltone, to 
Pattrick Yaitch his wyfe for thrie schapping wyne, 
in companie with the laird of Blakbarranie; with 
the suggare, 228. 6d. Item, to Thomas Frank wyfe 
for meit and driok to the men that sett the staines 
and mairtcht the way, 18s. Item, to James France 
for leiding the staines to sett all the way betuext 
Hamiltone and Lidgett, 53s. 4d." 1628— October 27 
— ''Whosoever pas by the merche stanes in the gait, 
betaixt the Auld Town and Hammiltoun Hill sail 
pay for everie fault ten pundis." 1629— Mar. 16 — 
**Ordane6 all these that hes teillit upon bayth the 
sydis of the Lidgait betuixt the Auld Town and 
Harailtoun to be poyndit, ilk persone for ten pundis." 
1632— Feb. 20— '* Ord&mea William Vaitche to pro- 
duce the instrument of the Leidgait betuixt this 
burgh and Harailtoun." July 16 — ** William 
Vaitche produoit the instrument anent the merches. 
of the ladgait betaixt the Auld Town and Ham- 
miltoun Hill." 

In 1613 the convention bad agreed that each burgh 
should farm (that is collect in consideration of pay- 
ment of a fixed tack duty) the impost granted to the 
king of £i upon each tun of wine retailed within its 
jurisdiction. The revenue derived in Peebles from 
this source was not large. 1613 — iTov. 1 — *'Ordanis 
Thomas Barbour, unfrieman, to bring na mair wyne 
to be sauld within this burgh becaus he is nocht frie 
to the burgh." 1623— July ^5— "Ordanis the baillies 
to collect the impost of the wyne conforme to thair 
inventouris." 1624— June i4— "Ordanes the ven- 
tenaris of the wyne to be citat to the nixt Weddins- 
day anent the impost of wyne, and to gif thair 
aithis." July 5 — "Cristiane Chisholme, sworne, 
grantit scho ventit and ran thrie laidis of wyne and 
offerit payment thairfoir. Elspeth Threipland, 
sworne, grantit scho ventit and ran four laidis wyne, 

Sairtlie wyne seek and pairtlie French wyne. 
[arion Pringle, sworne, deponit scho ventit alanerlie 
thrie laidis wyne. Ordanea the bailyeis to exact the 
impost of the wynes with ail diligence." 1626— July 
11 — Cristiane Chisholme confessed that she sold 
between Martinmas 1623 and Martinmas 1624 *' thre 
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pnncheouDs of wyne, the imi^ost qohairof is thrie 
pmulis. Marion PriDgle confest xxiiij galloaDes 
wyne daring that ilk tyme." In 1625-6 there is re- 
oeived "^fra Patrick Vaitch's wyf £6, fra Cristiane 
Sohisbolme, 40s.; and fra Marrane Pringill, 209," 
making the total duty for wioe sold daring the year 
£9. 

Supervision was exercised over the sale of pro- 
visions and other necessaries and the holding of 
mAvketa:— 1622— Oct. 7 — "To proclame npone the 
fair day that all within the sherefdome and uthers be 
frie to slay and sell flesche upon the ordinar lueroat 
dayis." 1623— Dec :?«-" Aill to be cryit doun tiU 
tuentie pennies the pynt," and in October next year 
16d. the pint. 1625— Mar, 21—'' Ordanes the haUl 
haxteris within this borsh to fnak sufficient breid, 
baith quheit breid and ait breid, the qubeit laiff to 
be of sofficient staff of sextene unce wecht, and the 
ait breid effeirand to the meill, under the pane of 
confiscation thairof and fourtie schillingis for ilk 
contra ventioun, but defalcatioun." Nothing is 6aid 
here as to the price, but judging by the practice in 
other burghs it is conjectured that the fixed price 
would be a shilling, the weight varying with the 
market prices of raw material. In 1631 the wheat 
loaf was appointed to weigh 18 oz. and the oat loaf 
27 oz. 1626— April ^J— *'The coanBell hes statute 
and ordanit that the haill fieschouris, present and to 
cum, within this burgh, at all tyoies heirefter, brek 
all sort of fiesohes to be slane be thame. in forme and 
maner following, that is to say, the beiff and veillis 
to be partit in the accustomit forme of pairtiag, at 
four houris ilk day efternone in symmer, and at taa 
honris efter none in winter. As lykwyis the haill 
mattoun to be slane be thame to be cuttit and 
partit in leggis, baith symmer and winter, at the 
houris respective foirsaids; and this act to be extendit 
to these of land wart that sail bring and slay flesch 
within this burgh; and that the beiff and bakoun be 
brokin and pairtit according to the will of the buyaris, 
and sauld in tailyeis at the buyaris plesour, under 
the pane of confiscatioune of the hail flesch." 1628 
— Mar, 3— '*Under8tandiDg the grit and manyfold 
injuries, loissis, and skaithis done to this burgh and 
sustenit be the samen anent the mercat thairof, be 
selling and buying of scbone and utheris mercat 
wairis and mercbandice, and selling and buying of 
meill opone the mercat day of this burgh in sindrie 
land wart pofiillis, buiths, and pi i vat houssis within 
this burgh, baith oontrar the tennour of the actis of 
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parliament, actU of burrowis, and particular aotin uf 
thU burgh, . . . raa that thairby the meroat of 
this burgh ii becum as it war little or altogider na- 
thing, be the malignant dispositioun and deilling of 
sum malicious nnd evill-disposit persounes: For re- 
meid qahairof they haif statute that the scho meroat, 
and the mercat of all uther merohandice and mer- 
chant wairs, sail begin everie mercat day at elleviu 
houris befoir none at the ringing of the chapell bell; 
and the victuall mercat, sic as meill, beir, malt, 
quheit, peis, aittis, and ry, sail begyn everie mercat 
day preoeislie at tuelff houris in the day. . . . 
Quhatsnmever persone salbe fund ather to buy or 
sell ... in ony landwart toun or poffil, or yet 
within ony buich or privat bous within this burgh 
befoir the saoiyn be presentit to the mercat, aither yet 
■ell the samyn out of the mercat place of this burgh, 
that the said schone and merchant wairis, aslikewayis 
the vaid meill and uther victuall and pryces thairof , sail 
be confisoat and applyit to the tounes use," and the 
oontravenera otherwise punished in terms of law. 
1628— July 7— **The bailyeis to visit the hail muttoun 
and lambis to be slane at any tyme heirefter; and 
quhatsumever fiesche salhappin to be blawin the 
samyn to be confiscat and dealt to the pure (poor) of 
this burgh." The practice of "blawin" or inflating 
flesh in order to make it appear richer and more solid, 
though more common in the olden time, has not en- 
tirely become extinct. In a paragraph recently RoinK 
the round of the newspapers a conviction for this 
curious offence, committed in an English town, was 
noticed. 1629 — Jwn. 26 — *' Ordanes the pro vest and 
bailyeis of this burgh, present and to cum, to pas 
throw the toun and visit the measuris and hail wecbts 
of this burgh and to considder the quantite and quali- 
tie of the hail breid and drink." 

At one time it would appear that the slaughtering 
of animals took place on the High Street: — 1629 — 
Nov, 9 — ** Appointis John Thomson to visit all the 
flesch to be slane within this burgh to be slane on 
the Hea Streit." But this unseemly state of things 
was soon to be terminated : — 1631— Aug. 22 — Or- 
danes the thesaurar to buy and caus bring hame ten 
Leytb jeistis and tuentie daillis for reparatioun of 
ane flesch mercat in the dois of the new tolbuith." 
Nov, 28— ** It is statute and ordanit be the haill 
counsell that all nolt, scbeip, lambis, swyne, and 
uthers, to be slane and sauld within this bux]gh, be 
slane and sauld in the. new flesch mercat, thairin to 
remane till the samyn be sauld and brokin conforme 
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to the formar acts; payand thairfor ilk burgee for ilk 
lamb, 2d.; and the landwart man, 4d.; ilk horses 
for ilk sobeip, 4i3. ; and ilk landwart man, 8d. ; ilk 
burgee for ilk auld nolt paMing the bonndis of ane 
yeiranld, 12d.;and ilk landwart man, 2i.; and the 
▼eills to be oonforme to the scheip; ilk swyne* ilk 
burgee, 12d; and ilk landwart man, 2a" At first 
two visitors were appointed to collect the dues, but 
subsequently the market was leased to a tacksman. 
In November 1632, the market was let for the period 
to Whitsunday following for £10 Scots. 

In 1624, 88. is paid **for ane to go to Dudingstone 
for the winner of solaits;" and from other items in the 
Nocounts, such as a payment **for leiding of fyve 
bunder sklaitis out of the Corce Kirk totheschappell," 
it may be gathered that in roofing houses slates were 
used to a limited extent. Turf and thatch, however, 
were the prevailing materials, and the roofs so com- 
posf'd formed favourite roosting accommodation and 
gymnana for the poultry : — ** 1631— Oct. i4 — 
**Quha8aever baifand benois or fouUis fund upone 
houssis, scraping the rigging or thack thairof, it salbe 
lenura to the awneris of the boussis to slay the samyn 
to thair awin use, without payment or satisfactioun, 
by and attour satisfactioun of the pairtie skaithit." 
1656— April j^^—*' Considering the prejudice and 
wrong occasioned by the scraiping of fouUes in 
boussis and yairds, it is ordained that all those who 
has henes or cspones put and tye such a weight 
of tymber to the foote of the saids fouUis as will 
hinder them from flieing"; and any per«on finding a 
hen or capon without such a *' cloige " to be entitled 
to seize and dispose of it. 

The minister of Ms nor, it may be noticed, was 
allowed turf for roofing purposes from Kaidmuir. 
16^5 — Jvly ii—** The haill counsell grantis licence to 
Mr Alexander Spittell, minister at Menner Kirk, to 
cans cast and away leid off the landis of Kaidmure, 
for theiking of sue bous, twa thousand devattis 
alanerlie, conforme to his supplicatioun." 

At the annual horse race at Beltane, the winner 
who ** bore away the bell ** was entrosted with the 
custody of it for a year :— 1626— May -#— "The bell of 
the hors race of the broghe of Peblis being rune at 
betwixt the nether tonne of Horsbroghe and the eist 
port of the said brughe, was wune be ane hors per- 
teuning to Sir Archhald Murray of Dernehall knycht: 
and the samyn bell being delyverit to him to be 
keipit till the nixt Beltane, fand Williame Vaitobe, 
bnrges of Peblis, cautioun for the redelyrerie thidrof 
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upon Beltene day 1626, togidder with uie augmMita- 
tioan ibairto." HaUybortooa of Inacheoamie or 
'Edgeaixnj warn Tictor in the following year, and oamo 
nnder a nmiUr obligation, whieh he fulfilled by 
retaining the bell with an " angmentatioan " of 
£4, di. For another race a cap was to be parchaaed : 
—16S2—May 7~** Ordanes Alexander Mare to ryde 
to Edinbargh and boy ane cnpe for the Trinitie race, 
the zxix of May instant, haifing the tonnes airmes 
and PeblU within ane scheild and yeir of God." 
Connected with the inaagaration of this race, £6 are 
paid for ''carrying of four missive letters to pro- 
clame the cape," and there is given to a messenger, 
who rejoiced in the nickname of "Thack," 21s., **for 
carrying sne letter from the town to Lanerk to pro- 
dame tbsir cape thairat. Gevin to him to give 
thair drammer, 128." The expenditare in par- 
chasing the cap itself is thus set forth: — "I being- 
direct to Edinborieh to buy the cape that was sett 
down be the town to be ran at on Trinitie Tysday, 
gave for the said cupe, weyand 12^ ances, £42, l(h. 
For ane ribbin to pat about the stalk tharof, 6s. 
Oevia to the goldsmyths tbrie men for thair drink 
Rilver, ISs. Item, that was drank with the gold- 
Hmyth anH John Blaiklaw in agreing with him for 
the cape, thrie cbappioes wyne, 158. Item, to my- 
aelf that tyme for tua dayes waiges, £3." 

The silver arrow which is still periodically com- 
)>eted for at Peebles by the Royal Company of Archers 
(the Queen's Budy-Guard for Scotland) was purchased 
in 1628 (piinted records, p. 415), and the following 
entry in the court book records what probably was 
the first coutest for the custody of it ;— 1628— May 19 
—"The silver arow of this brughe bein^r schott at 
the bow buittes be the richt honourable George 
Forrester of Corstorphine, Johnne l^^orrester, his 
brother, Mr JohnDrummond, bailyie of Corstorphine, 
Mr Michaell Soott, brother to Andro Scott, sometyme 
of Aikewood, and Hairie Inglis, servitour to the laird 
of Traquair, is wyne with the stalks, viz., xii s. 
Scottis money iniput be everie persoune thairto, be 
the said Hairie Inglis, quha hes act himself to present 
the said silver arrow, with ane ausmentatioun thairto 
be him, to the proveist and bailyies of this brughe 
upoun the morne efter Trinitie Monday, quhilk is the 
tent (luy of .Tune nixttoonm. under the paine of 
fourtie puuds." Sir George Forrester and a nam- 
ber of the other visitors were on the same day ad- 
mitted burgesses of the bargh. 
« In the dearth of regnliur medical practitionen, 
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amatenn bad an opportunity of teatingr their skill in 
the noble art of hBtiiinti :—16t5— March 9—** The 
bailyeis ordanis John Dewar in Peblie to content and 
pay to Mr Andro Wataone, schoolmaieter in Peblit, 
the Bowme of aoghteen pnndis money as ane modie- 
fid sowme for cuiring; of ane sore arme of Thomas 
Dewaris, brother to the said Jobne, and for ingredi- 
ents bestowit be him in caring therof, at the desyr 
and direction of the said John Dewar, in November 
1623, and that oonforme to partioalars in his oompt 
prodacit, viz., taelf pnndis for sindrie ingredientis 
and for fomenting of the said Thomas his arme at 
anndrie tymis, and the uther sex pnndis for his 
panls." 

The following misoellaneons items are taken from 
the treasurer's acooants between 1624 and 1627:— 
1694-6— ** To Patrick Watsone for his hors to the 
persone to ryd to Edinburgh in the tonnes effairs, 
36s. To James Hecfuird and John Frank for mend- 
ing the stockis and bandis thairof , 128. To Mr Mathow 
[Edinburgh lawyer] for decreet of improbation 
against certain of the town's vassals, £40.'' [Other pay- 
ments to Mr Matthew and for his entertainment in 
Peebles]. "Item, be the baillies drinking in my 
hons at the said Mr Mathew his way going, lOi. 8d. 
Item, ane quart of-aill at the gray stane,* 32d. 
Item, to the provest, Alexander Muir, and myself, 
imployit to ryd to Edinburgh to rais letteres aganes 
the Bnmattis, twa dayis and myself thrie, £11, 10s. 
That nioht we came to Edinburgh to Mr Mathew, 
ane chappin of wyne, 5s. The mome thairefter, at 
oar disioyne (breakfast), 33d. 4d. For letteres of law- 
borroues, etc., 48s. Item, for passing the bill, to Mr 
John Skene, £6, Ss. . . . To James Erne for the 
coppie of the letters anent the warris and the wappin- 
schawing, £3, 6s.' 8d. To James Haldone for mend- 
ing the Auld Towne brigg, £5, 68. 8d.; item, for frie 
Staines and careing of the lyme fra the tolbuith 
thairto, 20s. To ane puir sohipbrokin man, 68. 
For careing away ane crippill blind wyf and ane 
baime, 68.^' 1695-6— *' Gevin to Gavine Dikisone 
for capying ower the hail inhabitants of the toune 
befoir the wappinshawing, 6s. For powder to 
give thame that had hagbutis, £7, 16b.; item, for 
powder, £5. Oevin John Bobeine for stryking 
of the swysohe, 12s.; item, to the piper callit 
Borland, 8s. That day the wappinschawing was, in 
companie with the laird of Blakbarronie, to Pattrick 

* Probably the place where the Peebles convoy and Edin- 
burgh visitors partook of the stirrap cup and pculed. 
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YakshiB wsrffe and Baasie TbreipUnd, for wyn« and 
tan, £i. Feb, il?— Qevin for ane brikfart to Mr Ro- 
bert Winrame and Mr John Qallaway [of Edin- 
burgh], in oompanie with the penone, Gilbert Wil- 
liameone, the proveiit and bailie, and sindry atherta, 
£9, 12i. ; and thairef ter at the grea etane, twa pyntu 
wyne, 24i. Mar, ^— -Item, qnhen Mr Mattha was 
ganging away, at the gray atane, taa pyntia wyne, 
248." JeiB7'^*'To ane paasinger oallit George Keir, 
oome from the Oowpper in Fyfe, 68.; gevin to ane 
bishop of the Greiasenes (Gredana) £i, 6b. 6d.; to 
Alexander Maoartna for writing the townea grit char- 
ter, £8, 16b.; gevin in moneth of August, qnhen 
the lordia and advooata oome frome Blakbaraneia 
dowohteria brydaU, to Patrik Taitohia wyf for wyne, 
£8, 7a. 
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XL 

MaBBIAOE of BlAGKBABOHI^ DAUaHTlB— Hokob- 

ABT BuBoissBs— Sib Thohas Hopb— Soott 
or SooTBTABTiT— Sa Bobbbt Spottibwood— 
Hat of SMiTHriELD— Lobd Tb aquaib— Kmcw- 

LAMDS — LaDT BLAOKBABONT — SHXBIFF*S 

JuBiSDionov -- SHOOTuro Habki — HOBB 
ABOUT Ludgait— Pbopibtt of Abbot ov 

MSLBOBX. 

Alldbion hM been made to an entertainment given 
in the bnnh ** qahen the lordie and adyooatis come 
frome Blakbaraneie dowchteria bryddall.*' Hie lady 
in tbia matrimonial alliance appean to bave been 
the eldest dangbter of Sir Archibald Murray of Black- 
barony or Demhiill, and the other happy one, John 
Hope (afterwards a lord of session and second baronet 
of Oratghall), eldest son of Thomas Hope of Graigball, 
a celebrated lawyer and statesman, and founder of 
the noble family of Hopetoan. On the occasion of 
the visit of the bridal party, the town ooancil took 
the opportunity of farther manifesting their regard 
for their distingniBhed guests bv conferring opon them 
the freedom of the burgh i-^ISf/^Aug, 19— '*Gom- 
peirit the rioht bonorables maister Thomas Hope of 
Oraighall, advocate to ear soverane lord; Mr Andrew 
Seytoun, of Ouloreycb, ane of the senatoris of bis 
hlenes oolledge of justice; Mr Johnne Hope, fear of 
Giraighall, eldest sone and apeirand air to the said Mr 
Thomas Hope;. Mr Thomas Hope, fear of Grantoan; 
Alexander and James Hopes, also his sones; Sir 
VTilliam Ker of Anorum, knicht; Thomas Ker, callit 
of Ancrum, his father brother; Sir Robert Halket of 
Htftrren, knioht; James Halket, appeirand thairof, 
hie son; Sir Johnne Murray of Kavilrig, knicht; 
Johnne Kiddell, Mipeirand of that ilk; Thomas Ker 
of Oavers; James Murray, merchant, burges of Edin- 
burgh; Adam Ganningham, younger of Anchenharvie; 
Jehn and Walter Murrayis, sones to Sir Archibald 
Murray of Demhall, knicht " (and about a dozen 
others^ including servitors, a trumpeter^ and a 004»k), 
*'aiid thef beivg" enat baigesses ef tlto said bui^, 



60 OLEANINOS FBOM THB BUBGH BS00BD8. 

and acceptand the aamyn ujpone thame, gaif tbair 
aythia and mud faith of fidektie as nse is." 

From a sabseqnent list of honorary burgesses, it is 
foond that the Bargh has on its roll the name of 
another famoos pabUc man of the period. Sir John 
Scot of Scotstarvit was a councillor to King James 
and King Charles, a lord of exchequer, and held the 
oflSce of Director of Chancery for a period of forty 
vears, but it is as an author, a patron of men of 
leaming, and a benefactor to education that he is best 
known. His book, alliteratively titled '* The Stagger- 
ing State of Scots Statesmen for a hundred years, 
1550-1650,'^ containing some free, though not always 
unprejudiced, criticisms of his contemporaries, is well 
known in antiquarian circles; and a work of greater 
importance, in which he took a prominent part, has 
long been the standard authority on the early topo- 
graphy of Scotland. This was the well-known atlas 
published by John Bleau at Amsterdam in 1662. 
Scott, by pecuniary help and otherwise, encouraged 
Timothy ±*ont and other coadjators in making the 
surveys and maps, himself writing^ most of the de- 
scriptive letterpress, and to him, in its published 
form, the work was dedicated.* His visit to Peebles 
was made on the instructions of the privy council, 
who gave orders that the president of the council and 
others, including Sir John, should hold a court for 
the sheriffdom on 27th October :— ** 1629— Oct, 28-^ 
Comperit the right honorable Sir Thomas Henrysone 
of Chesteris, knicht, ane of the senatouris of the 
college of justice; Sir Johnne Scott of Scottistarvat, 
knicht, directour of our soverane lordes ohancelarie, 
ane of his majesties privie oounsell and ane of the 
senatouris of the college of justice; James Scott, 
apperand of Scottistarvat; Mr William Chalmbers, ane 
of the clerks of his majesties exchequer; William 
Chalmbers, his servitour; James Pringle, apperand of 
GallaschelliB; Adam Wat, wryttar to his majesties 
signet [and a few others]; and being maid burgessis 
and friemen of the said brughe hes gevin thalr aithis 
in commum forma" The foUowiog items in tbe 
accounts probably refer to the judicial proceedings 
in which the visitors were engaged : — To Andro 
Patersone for ane burdeoloathe, £8, 3s. 4d.; for ane 

gund of kandill to the tolbaithe at the justice aire, 
s.; to Patrike Yaitche, his wife, for wyne at that 
time, £23, 15s. 4d.; to the lordis, of actoing silvor, 
j dollour, &8s.; gefin to the commissloneris darke, 

* A copy of the portion of Bleau'd Atlas as surveyed by 
PoDt, is given with Dr Chamberi' Hittory o/ P^MutMn, 



GLEANmOB rSOM THB BUBOH BEC0BD8. 61 

ij doUoaris, £5, 16s.; mair with the said clerk, 
spended in his lodgeing house, 158." 

Of other honorary bargesses admitted at different 
times, the following may be noted 1—16^7— Sep. I?7— 
**Therioht worschipfall Sir Robert Spottiswood of 
New Abbay, knicht," an eminent lawyer and jadge, 
and author of a well known book, ** The Practicks of 
the Law of Scotland." Being an adherent of the 
royalist party when the civil war broke oat, he was 
present at the battle of Pbiliphaagh while on a 
mission to the Marquis of Montrose, and being then 
taken prisoner, he was afterwards condemned to death 
and beheaded. 1631— Oct, ^f— **The richt honorable 
James Hay of Smeith field, esqayer of his Majesties 
persone."* 1632 — May ^9-."Ane noble lord, 
John lord Stewart of Traquair, thesaurer of Scot- 
land; Sir George Cockbome of Ormistonn; James 
Steuart of Ormistonn; Robert Ker, callit of Greinheid ; 
Michaell Naismith, younger of Posso; John Lowis of 
Menner; James Patersone of Caverhill; John Burnet, 
younger of Bernes; and John Mark, servitor to Sir 
George Cockburn." 1633- Aug, ^5— "The richt 
honorabill Sir John Hammiltoun of Skirling^ knicht, 
baronet.'* 

Sir John Stnart of Traquair, who was raised to 
the peerage by the title of lord Stuart in 1628, 
made treasurer depute and an extraordinary lord of 
session in 1630, and created first earl of Traquair in 
1633, was at that time possessed of large influence at 
court, and the magistracy of Peebles thought it well 
to cultivate his friendship.t 1629— July 20—** Or- 

* Hay of Smithfield (who afterwards became the first 
baronet), had been appointed by James VI. an esquire of 
his body in 1624. He succeeded to the estate in 1628, and 
his first visit to it as a laird seems to have taken place 
throe years afterwards. IdSl— Sep. 10— *' Item, druck- 
ing with the laird of Smithfeild in Patrick Vaitche's, at his 
first cuming to the cuntrie, thrie chappins sek and aue 
quart of Frynch wyne, £3; item, for ane hundreth plowmis 
and thrie desone of peiris." 

t Scott of Scotntarvit, in his '* Staggering State of Scots 
Statesmen," gives anything but a flattering account of 
Traquair's career but the description is evidently coloured 
by political partisanship if not personal animosity. The 
opening sentence may be quoted as a specimen:— "Sir 
John Steuari of Traquair was first brought in by the earl 
of Morton to be treasurer depute to him, but within a few 
years he displaced the pnocipal and got the full possession 
of the treasury to himself, which place he managed so 
nimbly that he conquest many lands in the space that he 
enjoyed the same, viz., the baronies of Drochils, Linton, 
Horsbuzgh, Henderland, Dryhope, and many others*" 
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daoei aU these that hes not sent thair hones to the 
lyme for my lord of Traopiair to be presentlie poyndit 
or wairdit qahil they pay fyve pnndis.'' Aecoants: 
leSl-'Mardt— "To AwdTow Hay (m Edinbnrgh) to 
wrytt ane supplication to the lorais of exchequer, 
58s.; item, to Mr Patrik Browne to give my lord 
Traqoair the bill and to putt his lordship in mynd 
tbairof. 29b. April ^— Item, in Patrik Yaitches, 
at my lord Traqaares bonvalle,* ane quart of wyne 
and ane pynt of aill, 25s. 8d.; to William Mylroae 
for goinc to Horsbroik to try at qnhat hour his lord- 
ship wald come by, 4», i6^— Qevin to John Kait- 
oheon to attend to the Whytstane, upon my Lord 
Traquairis upeuraing, to the effect the town mioht 
speik with his lordship about some thair affairis, 4s. 
163S~-To the provost, being directed to my lord Tra- 
quair for Pait Bollo his business, he remained four 
dayie, thrie dolloaris, £8 14s. To the provost, directed 
to Bdinburgh to my lord Traquair anent Alexander 
and James Stewart, he remaining four day is, £8." 

Communings with the laird of Blackbarony in con- 
nection with the setting of march stones on each 
side of the way leading to Hamilton Hill have 
already been referred to. Blackbarony's interest 

Cirtly consisted in his being owner of the '* Kings- 
nds,** situated on the east side of the road. The 
revenue from these lands he had granted to his lady, 
as is shown by her application to the burgh court on 
20th February 1633, when Alexander Williamsone 
was decerned to pay £3 ** to Dame Margaret Mauld, 
lady Blaokbaronie, for the ferme deutie of taa aikers 
of the landis of Kingsland pertening to the said com- 
plener in liferent and occupyit be the said Alex- 
ander, crop 1631." 

In a burgh court held by the provost and bailies, on 
Ist January 1631, John P^ringle and six other re- 
sidenters, four of them being burgesses,*' all accused 
for sohuitting of hairis, being all sworne, denyit," 
and were absolved, but this procedare was challenged 
on behalf of the sheriff— "Com pent Alexander 
Horsbruik of that ilk, sherif deput of the sherefdome 
of Peblis, and protestit that quhatsoever was done in 
this burro court anent the persounes abovnemit for 
schaitting with gnnnis and bagbuttes suld nooht pre- 
judge the sheref prinoipall and his depnttis of thair 
libertie and jurisdiotioun, but that it suld be lesum 
to him to call and convene thame of new agane 

* Bonaillie, a drink taken with a friend, when one to about 
to part with him, as expressive of one's wishing him a pros* 
perous Joamey.WcMaMioA't JMeMoiMNy. 
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befoir him." Bj acts of parlUment, 1667 and 1M1» 
severe penalties were imposed on those shooting 
certain wild animals, ioelading ** hairs," and the 
sheriffs and "all other ordinar jadges " were required 
to enforce the law within tbair bounds. The sheriff 
in the case above cited seems to have considered that 
he possessed exolosiTe jarisdietion. 

The theory that Leidgait was so called beoanse it 
formed the gait or road leading to Hamilton Hill* 
receives farther if not conclusive support from an 
entry in the court boolc dated 16th April 1631, 
whereby the heirs of the deceased Andrew Pateraon 
made up a title to three properties in the Old Town, 
the descriptions of which will be found to be of 
interest. Amongst other things they indicate the 
situation of some churchmen's possessions. The 
properties are described as (1), " That foir land and 
houses thairof and kaill yaird adjacent thairto, lyand 
in the Auld Toune of Pebles upon the south syd of 
the hea streat thairof, betoixt the lands now per- 
teining to William Wyllie upoun the east . . . 
the limds perteining to the archideane of Glas^w 
npoun the west, and the hea streat of the said Auld 
Toun on the north pairtis . . . (2), Ane yaird, 
and now biggit in ane dwelling hous, and remanent 
of the said yaird, with the taill of land lyand con- 
tigne thairto, lyand in the said Auld Toune upon the 
north syd of the hea streat thairof, betuixt the 
Umdis perteaning to the aires of Gilbert Andersone, 
wobster, upon the east, the said hea streat upon the 
south, and the landis callit the abbot of Melros land 
on the west, and the vennel that leads betuixt the 
Croce Kirk and the Hea Kirk of Pebles [now St 
Andrew's Bead] on the north partis; and (8) Thea 
tbre tenementtis of land, with the thrie yairdes and 
thrie tallies of land contigue adjacent thairto, 
togither with the stanehouse laitlie biggit be nm- 
quhUe Andro Patersone, father to the said umqnhile 
Andro, at the east end and gavill of the saids tene- 
ments, all lyand in the said Auld Toune, on the 
north syd of the hea streat thairof, betuixt the 
said tenement yaird and taill of land perteining to 
the aires of umauhile Gilbert on the west, the said 
vennel that leaaes betuixt the said kirkes on the 
north, the gaitt caUit the Leidgait that leades f ra 
the said Auld Toune to the HiU of Hamiltoun per- 
teining to the said borghe of Peblis upoun the east, 
and the said hea streat upon the south pairtis." 
The property last mentioned appears to embrace 

* See Gleanings, No. X. 
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that which was recently gifted to the bnrgh by Mr 
Robert Gibson, Edinburgh. Lands belonging to the 
abbot of Melrose were situated farther west, probably 
extending to the chnrohyard. Can the abbot's pro- 
perty be identified with the '* bospicium " of the 
abbot and monks of Aberbrotboc? (See grant by the 
abbot and convent, 1317; Peebles Charters, p. 6.) 
The site corresponds with what is set down in Dr 
Chambers* sketch map of the bnrgb. 
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XII. 

Pebbles Castlb and the Oastlehill— Bubning 
Witches— Appointment of Schoolmasteb— 
Clbbk's Spouse a Pubvbtob of Winb— Mis- 
cellaneons items fbom accounts— mobt- 
CLOTH— A Fishing Incidbnt. 

It is stated in Dr PeDnecnik's Description of Tweed' 
dale (published in 1715) that the castle of Neidpath 
was of old called the castle of Peebles, but this prac- 
tice probably never extended much beyond the limits 
of a colloquial misnomer. It seems, indeed, that 
there was produced long ago in a law plea a rental 
book of the earl of Tweeddale*8 estates, dated "Peebles 
Castle, 26th April 1671 tiU 1685'* (Chambers' History, 
p. 262); but though the factor may have here 
used the casual name which, according to Pennecuik, 
was at one time in common use, and not the correct one 
of Neidpath, which is always found in titles, records, 
and similar documents, there can be little doubt that 
lord Tweeddale's residence of Neidpath was meant. 
The circumstance, however, has led to the conjecture 
that part of the royal castle of Peebles was in ex- 
istence and habitable in the 17th centuij. Now, 
the Records, so far from supporting this theory, 
fortify by positive evidence what from the absence 
6f any documentary reference to Peebles Castle as 
being in existence subsequent to the 14th century 
had previously been all but established by negative 

Sroof.* The structare, as a place of habitation or 
efenoe, had disappeared long before the 17th century 

• Strong negative evidence of the disappearance or dis- 
mantling of the Castle so early as 1334 is afforded by a 
charter granted bv Edward " King of Scots '* (BaUiol) to 
Edward King of England on 12th June of that year. By 
this document there is ceded to the English King certain 
castles and territory, including " the castles, towns, and 
counties of fierwick-on-Tweed and Roxburgh, the town, 
castle, and forest of Jeddeworthe, the town and county of 
Selkirk, and forests of Selkirk and Ettryk, the town, castle, 
and county of Edenbui^h, the town and county of Pebles, 
and the town, (»8tle, and county of Dumfries." The omis- 
sion in the list of the castle of Pebles is significant BfUn's 
Calendar of Doewm/einU, vol. UL, No. 1127. 
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dftwned, and the rite,* at that time lying waste, was 
need freqaently for the purpose of penning cattle, 
either those belonging to burgesses or to strangers, 
and seized for trespassing, and for other storage 
purposes. Portions were also sometimes given off 
for building rites. 16i8^Nevmber 17— **Oom- 

Krit upone the Gastlehill of Peblis, the protest, 
ilyeis and maist pairt of the counsell, and con- 
forme to ane supplicatioun gevin in be James France, 
hes lioenciat him to set furth his hous upon the 
Gastellhill tuelf futtis in length westwart, in recom- 
pence of the breid he wantis of the said hous, oon- 
forme to his and his anthoris sesing produceit." 
1631— July i^— "The baill guidis upone KfUdmures 
to be brooht to the Gastlehill that uk owner of the 
guidis ma^ olame his awin. and these that hes mae 
guidis thairupone may be lyable in payment of the 
dewtie and maill thairof." 1636— June S0—''Or- 
danis the guidis upone Kaidmure, Uamiltoun, and 
Tenlaw to be brooht to the Otstelhill and pyndit 
thair.'' 1637— July lS7— "Ordanis the haill forane 
guide pastnrand upon Kaidmure to be brocht to the 
Castelhill, thair to remaine rill the awneris pay the 
bigane maillis thairfoir, and ather to abstene in 
tyme onming or to tak of new agane. 1638-^Oct, 15 
— "All the guidis pastnrand upone Venlaw, except 
the tonnes guidis, to be pyndit and brocht to the 
Castelhill, tiiair to remane till the awneris thairof 
tak ordour with the magistrate and conncill thair- 
anent." From the accounts— i6ll5—" To Daniell 
Frank for keiping scheip that was pindit upon the 
CastellhUl, 2^?* i6i?7-^— **Ge vinf or keeping the milne 
geir on the Gastellhill, 6s." i^l?— "Spent that day the 
Miltoun geir was pindit be thea who drove the geir, 
128. 8d. Gevin to twa lads who kepit the grir on 
the Gastellhill, 4s. Gevin to them who pindit 
Kidstonn geir off Hamiltoun and brought the samyn 
to the Gastellhill, ane gallon aill. Us. 8d.'* A sun 
dial also appears to have been placed on the hilL 
1631— 8ept^ I— "For putting up the orlage on the 
Castelhill, agreit be the proveist, 58s." 1633— Feb.— 
"To James Haddane for mending of the dyall in the 
CastelhiU and for lead to put in the stickill (latch) 
thairof, Ss." 

In 1628, and some subsequent years, both civil acd 
ecclesiastical judicatories were throughout the 
country much disturbed by the prevalency of witch- 

* The Gastlehill— tbers is no mention of a castle— is one 
of the propertiM conlinned to the boigh by Sing James* 
charter of 1021. 
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oraft manlfestatioiu, and along with othen the burgh 
magistratoB were beitirring themaelfes, ISfS — 0(A. 
tl — ** In presence of James Williamsone, protest of 
Peblis, oompeirit Mr John Syd, minister at the kirk 
of Newlandes, and David Plenderleith, bnrges of 
Peblis, and become actit for Marioan Grege, spoos 
to James Scott in Soottiatoune, as being apprehended 
be the moderatonr and remanent brethenne of the 
preebyterie of Peblis, as saspect of witchcraft, &c., 
that the said Marioan Qreg sail nawayes escape ana 
be fugitive fra the lawes of this resdme, bat that 
echo salbe ever reddle and subject apon sex dayis 
warning to compeir befoir ony jadge, spirituall or 
temporall, within this realme, and anderlye the saidis 
lawes als oft as scho salbe requyrit or oitat thairto, 
and that under the paine of ane thousand poundis 
money of this realms.*' A few months later the 
parson of Peebles was successful in apprehending 
William Mathisone in Kimo, as subject of witch- 
craft, etc, and siuiilar sureties were obtained for 
his appearance when required. But the epidemic 
was not to be stayed by such mild procedure, 
and the dimax was not reached till three victims of 
this Satanic hallucination came to the horrible fate 
of dying by strang.ulation and burning. The execu- 
tions were carried out at a place called the Oalf 
Knowe, probably a part of the Venlaw, that hill 
being reserved as the principal grazing ground of 
juvenile cattle, ^ccemnto— i^^-9— ** Item, at the 
fundatioun of the Gaffe Knowe, ane galloun of lull 
and iij wl|Mite breade, 19s.; a pund and a halfe of 
leid to yett the cruikis of the Gaffe Knowe durre 
(door), 58.; to James Haddane to build the Gaffe 
Knowe, £10; lyme fetched to the Gaffe Knowe work, 
with the tounes horse, 47 loade. £9, Ss. [Other 33 
loads got.] Furnishing sand to the foirsaid 80 loadis 
of lyme, £8; for bringing hame four daillis to be ane 
durre to the Galf Knowe, 208. Item, debursed for 
the witches, £24, lOs." m^—Nwi, d— **To James 
Haldoune for miUdng the Galf Know durr, 338. 4d.; 
for making the gibitt that stands thsirupoun, £4." 
Niyo, 9—**^ Grevin for the commissioun to bume the 
witches, £6, 13s. 4d. Item, of drinksilver to James 
Prymrois,* his mane, SOs.; my awin waiges at that 
tyme, thrie dayes in Edinburgh, £4, lOs.; item, the 
provest agreed with James Haldoune for setting up 
the gibitt the wichis was hangit upoun, £3, 13s.^' 

* Primrose was derk to the privy council, and it may 
therefore be assumed that the enlightened instrucUous for 
the |>uniiog ef the wltob^ csme from that body. 
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December 15— ** Item, Mr WilUame Dikiaoan [sehool- 
master] for being clerk to the wiches proces, £6; 
item, directed to conduce (hire) with ane lockman 
(executioner) to the witches, my tua dayee waidges, 
£3; item, drucking at his f eaing, 268. 8d. ; gevin to 
John Bobene for fy ve laids peittis, with ane quartt 
of aill he gave to the peitmen, coft to bume the 
wiches, 32s. 8d.; thrie laids of ooalls, 36s.; ane turs 
of hedder (load of heather), 98.; thrie faldome small 
towis to bind the wiches hands, 30d.; four faldome 
gritt towis to kitt them up with all, 6s. 8d.; for thrie 
tar barrelUs, 48b.; to Alei^nder Dikisone, ane pair 
of schowis, for waimeing of the ministrie, 208.; for 
careing the tar barrellis to the Oalf Knowe, Ss. 4d.; 
to hangman for his waiges, £10; to his son for being 
dempsier, 12s. Item, for ane instrument upon 
Isobell Qrahames confession aganes the rest of the 
wiches, at the persones command, 128.; to John 
Frank (jailor) for f urniscbing the wiches, his compt 
being alowitt and gif need beis heir present to be 
sene, £8, 14s.; to him for fumisching lockman and 
his son, £3, 12s.; for breid and drink fetched furth 
to the assytheres, 30s.; item, fetched to hangman 
and wiches, 18s." Theseitemsare from the treasurer's 
accounts. In a separate note of disbursements by 
the provost there is an outlay of £5, 16s., "for ten 
laids of coalls to the burning of last thrie wiches." 

A vacancy in the mastership of the burgh school hav- 
ing occurred in 1631, a new appointment fell to be 
made. 1631— Nov, ? — **Mr William Mairtene, being 
ressavit and admittit scholmaster of the schole of this 
burgh*' till All-Hallow Day (Ist Novembei^ 1632, for 
£100 Scots of salary, ** with ane competent chalmer, or 
ellis £9, for the maill thairof; togidder with tuelf 
penneis of quarter payment for ilk toun bairne, and 
ane mark quarter payment for ilk landwart bame, 
quarterlie; and the said Mr William Mairtene com- 
peirand '* accepted office, and gave bis oath of fidelity. 
**Lykas he has acceptit the injunctiounes in- 
joynit to him in the said service, consisting 
in the articles following, viz.: — In primis, he sail 
daylie, in the oulk (week) dayis enter to the said 
schole at sex houris in the morning, and efter 
morning prayer and psalmes, with ane compt of 
schollaris thair morning lessounes or pairtis, teitche 
the lessounes to the baimes, baith leirning Latine 
and Scottis, till nyne houris. Item, he sail enter 
him self and convene the saidis baimes daylie the 
saids oulk dayis at ten houris, awaiting upone thame 
and teitobiBg thame till ^evin booris, and thairfra 
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teitching and leirniog thame to wryte to the taelf 
hour, geving thame oopies and tak oompt of wryting. 
Item, he shall enter agane to the said schole (the 
baimes being oonvenit) at half hoar to twa houris 
efter none and attend upone the sohole and scbolaris, 
teitching thame and taking oompt of thair lessounea 
till ane quarter of ane hoar befor sex hoaris at nicht, 
daring the qahilk qaarter of ane hoar he sail mak ane 
praver, reid ane cheptour of the Byble, and sing ane 
psalme or ane pairt of ane psalme. Item, it sail not 
belesnm to him to geve the bairnes the play ony 
dayis in the oalk except opone Tysday and Thnrsday 
betalzt tna hoaris and foar hoaris efternone, and 
than preceislie to convene agane, and apone Setter - 
day fra tua hoaris efter none for all that nicht. 
Item, ilk Soaday he sail conveine the saidis maill 
baimies at auoht hoaris in the morning and teitche 
thame thair Sondayis lessonnes of scriptur and cate- 
oheism till the ringing of the secund bell to the 
preiching, at the quhilk tyme he sail go to the kirk 
with the bairnes In camlie ordoar, and in tyme of 
preiching mark ony disordour amangis thame, with 
sensaring of thame thairfor. Item, he sail convene 
the saidis bairnes ilk Soaday at ane hour eftir none, 
and at the ringing of the said secund bell address him 
with thame to the kirk in camlie and decent ordoar, 
marking thair faultb and censuring thame thairfoir, 
as said is. Item, at the ending of the efter 
none sermone he sail convene the saidis bairnes and 
tak ane accompt of thair noittis of preiching and 
Sondayis lessounes. A.nd gif he sail happin to failyie 
in ony of the injunctiounes and articles abonwrittin 
and perfytting thairof, he of his awin consent im- 
mediatlie thairefter is content to be depry vit the said 
schole and all benefeit thairof for ever." MrMairtene*s 
injunctions and time table would not perhaps be at- 
tractive to a preceptor of the present day, but it is 
pleasant to be able to note that before settling down 
to his arduous task, some marks of genial hospitality 
were extended to the new comer. 1631— Aug, 4— 
" In Patrick Yaiohes at the feaing of the soolmaster, 
ane pynt of aill and ane loaf, lis.; item, drinking 
with him in David Plenderlaithis, 10s. ', item, gave to 
him at provost and baillies directioun, 58s. " Oct. 5— 
" Gevin out in Patrik Yaitohes, for w^ne that the 
provest and baillies drank with Mr William Mairtene 
the day of his entrie to the schoole, 328. 4d. Item, 
that nicht the said Mr William came first to the 
toun, being lodgit in William Yaitohes boos, for his 
i&tertaUimopfe thair, ISs.'^ 
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The names of Patrick Yaitch and of his wife are 
f req^aently mentioned in the accounts as porveyors of 
festive entertainments. The former was the town 
derk, and the latter, who carried on the basiness of a 
vintner, appears at one time to have had no competi- 
tor in the sale of wine -.—leSO-^une 1^5— "The 
baillies sittand in judgment, Elizabeth Yaitche, spoas 
to Patrik Yaitche, clerk, onlie ventar of the wynes 
within the said broghe f ra the first day of November 
1628 till the first day of November 1629, being con- 
venit to give hir aith upon the qaantitie of all wynes 
toppit, sauld, and ventit be hir dairing the said 
space, conforme to the act of the lordis of connsell, 
an^scho being jadiciallie swome, dedairit that scho 
ventit and sauld during the said space half ane tone 
of French wyne and ane but of seek allanerlie." 
In the account for 1631-2, there is " resavit fra the 
clerk's wyfe for the impost of wyne, £6," and a similar 
amount is credited as *' impost of the wyne " in the 
year ensuing. 163B — " Gevin to the olerkis wyfe for 
ane compt of wyne that was addebtit to hir, allowit 
be the counsell, £32, 6s. 8d." 

The following items are taken from the town's 
accounts between IGZl und 16S1 :— 16^— Nov. BO- 
To ane crippill callit Lauder and to cairrie hir to the 
Neippeith, Ss. ^^— To thrie passingeris that come 
out of Shytland, 18s. Dec. 10— Fov mending the 
toune wall ewest the Yenell f ut at Queid Greine, Cs. 
i^^— Givine to cairrie ane crippill to the castill, 38. 
16^—Apinl 6 — To John Gilgour, drumer, for putt- 
ing on ane new heid in the drume, 408. ; to Steine 
Thomsone to cairrie hir hame and affeild, Ss. 30th — 
To Steine Thomsone to cairrie the custume staine co 
Edinburgh to mak guid with thair staine, 4s. July 
13 — Gevine to ane blind man at the kirk doore, 2s.; 
gevin to ane dussane of men to rowl grit staines in to 
Queid brige, being tua dayis, payit for melt and drink, 
£4, 13s. 4d. Item, for fyve foddom of cordis to 
fessone the ledderis for feir the watter had taine 
thame away, Ss. 4d.; item, for 101b. of ierne of maid 
wark to be boltis to the brige, 37s.; item, for tua aik 
sillis to Qaeid brig, £3; item, for tua geistis of aike 
to be binding insteid of frie staines, 40s.; gevin for 
tursing of sax laidis of frie staines to Queid brige, 4s.; 
for lyme to the lour brigis and the schappiil and 
towbuith, £15, 12s.; for leidingof tuentie laidis of 
lyme and sand from Queid brig to Pebills Watter 
brige, 68. 8d. 16B8-9^Fot a quarter hundred naills 
to mend the hurlebarrow, 38. 4d.; for casting Edder- 
Btooa bitfne» 46g, 8d.; time faddome of towis to the 



■ OLBANINOS FROM THE BUBQH BECOBDS. 71 

- if 

ohappell bell, 6s.; for mendinE the bow battis at 
Beltane, 308.; to Patrike Yaitooe for the wry ting in 
the busieness of the valnatioun of teindis, and to 
William Melroe for sammonding the witnesses, and 
to John Somenrell his drynk sylver, 54b.; to the com- 
missioneris and valoatonris brocht to the towbuith, 
aquayytie aill, and breade, 23b. [The twolpreceding 
items refer to proceedings taken by the King at 
this time for adjusting the revenue produced from 
lands in due proportions between the owner of the 

^ soil, the titular of the tithes, and the clergy for^ their 

' stipends.] For repaireing the litill trie brig efter the 

floode, 24s. ; to ane Trishe man and a womane, 8s. 

I 16$9-^Nov. 19— For mending tua windowis to the 

scole and finding materiallis thairto, 12d.; to Mr 
Alexander SpitteU to ryd to Glasgow, 58s. Dec. 15— 
To give ane passinger at the Briggaitt heid, 128. 
1630— Feb. ^— For four faldome towis to the stepell 
bell and uther four to the chappill bell, 13s. 4d. ; for 
binding the townes prothogallis [protocols! 20s. 
April 5— Item, quhen the provest and baillies of 
Jedburgh war maid bnrgessis, for wyne and beir 

« drinking, 36s. May 8 — Gevin for ane decreitt contra 

Gledstanes of Cocklaw, £14, 19b.; item, drucking be 
the provest and baillies in James Williamsones hous, 
at the resaitt of the mortcloth,* 23s. ; for towis to bind 
the theives at Beltane, 4s. June 12 — To James Grive 
for taking up the conduct (conduit) in John Steven- 
sones closs, redding the samen, setting the flages and 
edges thairof, £3, 68. 8d.; item, for ane rood of calsay 
and twa elnes, £4. July 3— For twa dailUs to be 
furmes to the tolbuith bubd, 32s.; item, for making 

^ four ouschings and covering the saittis agreid be the 

* Eobert Horsbruik, a burgess of Edinburgh and son o' 
Alexander Horsbruik of that ilk, on 10th May 1630 gifted to 
the burgh and kirk session, for the benefit of thejpoor of the 
parish, ' * ane morUJloyth [i.e. , a pall or covering for the corpse 
used at funerals], being of fyne blackelaith, lynit throw with 
blak buckasie and compassit round about with ane blak silk 
frenzie in the hordouirs thairof . . . and desyrit the 
samyn micht be kepit he the kirk thesaurer, and she to geve 
f urth the samyn for the decorment of all defunctis as he suld 
be requyrit," on payment of prices to be fixed by the council 
' and kirk session, the proceeds being distributed amongst 
the poor. It was oidered that no other mortcloth should 
be used by any private person, " ather to burgh or land," 
and the dues to be exacted (tiiough they might be more 
** according to charitie and plesour"), were for borrowers 
within burgh, ISs. 4d.; outwith the burgh but within the 
parish, 208.; withm the parishes of Eddleston, Kaihde, 
Manor, and Lyne, 80&; elsewhere, 6 merks and further 
aocordmg to distance.— i'Mftie* Records, p. 870. 
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provest, £5. Aug, i— For haimbrineingof twa draoht 
of daUlis to the chupill, 32a. Nov, $— To tua honest- 
lyk men quha was taken be the Dankirken, 12a. 
[Gomplainta of the loss sostained by the inhabitants 
of burghs '* throw occasionn of the Dunkirkera daylie 
robbing and spoyling of thair schips, golds, and sea- 
fairing men," had a year or two before this been 
made by the convention of burghs, and the recipi- 
ents of this donation had probably been amongst the 
sufferers.] Dec, 10 — To James Haldowne for repair* 
iog the saitt in the chappill, 208. [In 1629 the pres- 
bytery had ordered St Mary's chapel to be ref>aired 
and made suitable for the inhabitants meeting in it, 
and holding religious services daily. Sundry pay- 
ments for slates, slaters, lime, and other materials 
and workmanship occur in the accounts.] 1631 — 
Fd>, B8—For taking away ane Bessie Scott and ane 
auld crippUl wyfe, the ane to Edderstoun and the 
uther to Jederfeild, 8s. ^jm^— For dyngeing 
Brockis hoill and bumeing the werming f urth thereof, 
208. June 21 — To putt away ane auld wyfe with ane 
beird, 48. 

Some evil-disposed persons had been damaging the 
'* aik sillis " (oak beams) which as above noted had 
been fitted into the foundation of Tweed Bridge, but 
a Waltonian (if not a disciple at least a contemporary 
of Isaak), who had been practising the gentle art in 
the night time detected the culprits : — IGSl^Jan, SI 
— "Anent the ^challenge of the cutting of ane aik 
syll in the ground of Tueidbrig, John WiUesone, 
younger, witnes, sworne, depones that betuizt Mer- 
temes and Yuill last he being fisching in the nicht 
saw twa men at that pairt of the brig quhair the said 
sill was; and, as he believes, that the said syll was 
sawn aff sex quarteris thairof; and, as he believes, 
the men he saw was James Frank, walker, and 
William Tueddell; in takin (token) quhairof the 
laying on of his lyoun (fishing line) tuik aff ane of 
thair bonettis." 
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XIII. 

How Hamilton Hill olidbd out of thi Buboh'b 
Possession. 

CoNTiNnBD, subject to long intervali of trnoe, 
through a period of at least two centaries, it was not 
till the first decade of the present one that the last 
of Uie series of legal battles fooght between the 
lairds of Gringletie and the burgesses of Peebles for 
ascendanoy in the ownership of Hamilton Hill ter- 
minated. By this time the points in dispute were of 
minor importance compared with the issues involved 
in the earlier contests. The main questions left for 
determination seem to have been (1.) whether the 
burgh could, by its own authority, give to the droves 
of black cattle, horses, and sheep, passing annually 
between the north of Scotland and England by 
Peebles bridge, and paying custom to the burgh, 
permission to halt or pasture on Hamilton HilL 
The court decided that Murray of Cringletie and his 
tenants were entitled to exclude all such droves not 
belonging to the burgh or its inhabitants. (2.) 
Murray maintained that the magistrates, as repre- 
senting the community and inhabitants, could not 
by law acquire for the use of the indefinite mass of 
individuals whom they represented a servitude of 
pasturage over the lands of Hamilton Hill, and thst 
the servitude could only be exercised by the burgh 
sending their own proper sheep to the hill in such 
numbers and at such times as was conform to use 
and wont; farther, that the servitude could not be 
let to others. The court were satisfied that the 
community and inhabitants of the burgh, as well as 
the feuars of Oaidmuir, had the right of pasturing 
on the hill; and " that as by the decree of 1720 the 
town of Peebles is declared to have a right to com- 
mon pasturage over the lands of Hamildown, and 
that it does not appear from the proof that they 
have been circumscribed in that pastun^e to any 

Particular species of cattle since the date of the 
ecree, that they cannot now be limited in that 
respect." But it was decided that the burgesses 
were not entitled to let the servitude to others. (3.) 
Similarly it was held that the inhabitants were en- 
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titled to dig and quarry slates and stones on. the 
lands for their own use bat not for sale.* 

Hamilton Hill was one of the town's most ancient 
possessions, specially confirmed to it by the earliest 
extant charter, that by King James II., 5th Febro- 
ary 1451-2. Along with other lands the hill had 
previensly been bestowed on the burgesses, but the 
documents Touching this having been lost the original 
grant was ratified and renewed. That the effect of 
these charters, and of others which followed, was to 
invest the bargesses in the fnll posseesion of the pro- 
perty is amply shown by the older records. In 1461 
the bailies and community " set tyl a wyrchypfuU 
man, Thomas the Hav, the commoun of Homyldonn, 
with the pertenans," for the space of five years; 
" and the nychtburris of Pebillis sal haf fredom to 
oast turris and pull hedder, &c., as thai did or he 
was tenand."'t- In 1476 **our landis of Homyldon " 
were set to a tenant for seven years at a yearly rent 
of 6i merks, and there is again reserved right to the 
bargesses and inhabitants ** to pull hadyr and cast 
turfis als oft as tham lykis upon the said landis of 
Homyldown." Then, in 1569, when funds were 
urgently required for building the town wall, ** £he 
haill communitie is contentit that the bill of Hamil- 
ton be heretabillie analiit to my lord Teeter, or ony 
nther that will gif maist tbairfor, under reversoun, 
contenand siclyke soume as can be getting tbairfor." 
It is not known whether thii^ proposal to borrow 
money on the security of Hamilton Hill took effect 
or not, but the intention to do so clearly indicates 
that it was regarded at the time as the exclusive 
property of the town. When not let to a tenant 
the arable sides of the hill, probably embracing what 
are now enclosed fields to the. east ward and south- 
ward, were tilled and cropped by the inhabitants, 
while their cattle and sheep, when not better or more 
conveniently provided for, pastured on the remain- 
der.:}: But the fact is that at that time the burgh 

* Court of Session Decisions^ 8th December 1808. Also 
printed papers in process James Wolfe Murray, Esq. of 
Cringrletie, v. Magistrates of Peebles. 

t Five merks yearly was all the rent stipulated for, but 
looited at in comparison with the other principal sources of 
revenue even that sum may be regarded as considerable. 
The customs then realised only 14} merks, and the two com 
mills with the multures 26 merkf*. 

K The marches of Hamilton Hill were periodically visited 
by the Town Council and community. An account of one 
of these perambulations, on 7th June 1666, appears in the 
printed Records, and is described as a visitation <* in accus- 
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possesaed more lands than its inhabitants oould stock. 
Caidmuir and the slopes lying between it and the 
town, with Venlaw and its neighbourhood, formed 

I the more favoured pastarages, and it was usually 

only the surplus cattle and sheep which found their 
way to Hamilton Hill. The neglected condition in 
which large portions of the pasturage was thus left^ 
afforded to neighbouring proprietors and tacksmen 
an opportunity which they were not slow to embrace 

A of gradually extending their grazings into the town's 

territory, and eventually appropriating it altogether. 

! The Landers of Haltoun were of old owners of a 

wide territory extending from the Blackbarony 

^ estates on the north to Hamilton Hill on the south, 

and embracing Cringletie, Over and Nether Kidstons, 
and the eastern side of the Meldon district generally. 
Bordering on the town's lands, between which and 
their own there was no clearly defined physical 
boundary, it was almost inevitable .that tacksmen on 
Haltoun's estate, whose sole occupation was the 
rearing and trading in cattle and sheep, should come 
to use the neglected pasturages belonging to the 

« burgesses of Peebles. Bit by bit the encroachments 

I advanced until, by the beginning of the 17th century, 

Hamilton Hill over its whole extent had come to be 
regarded somewhat as a pendicle of the Haltoun 
estate. One serious obstacle to the full appropriation 
of the hill, at least from a lawyer's point of view, 
presented itself — the lands were not described in 
Lauder's title deeds — but even this difficulty was 
overcome. In 1610 Lauder applied for and obtained 

I a Crown charter whereby all his lands in the district 

^ were confijrmed to him and granted of new. Specific 

descriptions of the boundaries were given, and these 
for the first time embraced the lands of Hamilton 
Hill!* Armed with this charter the laird of 

tomed form of the inarches between the lands of Kidstoun, 
Ghapelhlll, and fiddiatoun, and the property of Hammil- 
toun belonging and pertaining to the baillies, community, 
and iahabitanta" Beginning at placeo called Barrelfleld 
and Acomfield (now Roaetta and neighbourhood), the march 
went "up the syke" to *'Jedburghfield," over the swyre 
and on to the **8yke in Eddistoun hoip," which it passed 
upwards, thence to " Kidstoun hoip held," which it passed 
downwards, and thence eastward, north, and south-east^ 
ward, by march stones, cairns,'bushes, and other laud marliB, 
till the starting point was regained. 

* This device for securing territorial aggrandisement at 
a neighbour's expense was, it appears, not unknown in 
other districts: -*' Their neighbours, the Earls of Argyle 
and Breadalbane, in the meanwhile managed to have Uie 
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Haltoan was better prepared to dispate t^e burgh's 
right to interfere with him, though, as wili be seen, 
a long period had to elapse, and mach had to be 
forgotten, before the new weapon oould be effeo- 
tually used. At first the granting of the charter 
made no appreciable difference in the nsaal routine 
of encroachment and "hounding,'** bat in. a few 
years a crisis seems to have been reached, and the 
parties found themselves contesting their respective 
daims before the Court of Session. \ 

The following interim decree, pronounced at one '^ 

stage of the case, gives an explicit and intelligible 
view of these claims and the pleadings of litigants:— 

At Edinburgh, 29th March 1628.-Anent the sammondis 
raiait at the instance of Charlos PrinRill, proveist of Peibillis. 
John Lewis and Alexander Mure, bailleis thairot, and David 
Flenderlaythe, theaaurer of the said burghe, for thame selffis 
and iu name <^ the coonsell and communitie Uiairof , agaiae 
Mr Richard Lauder, now of Hidtoune, to heir and sie it 
f undin and declairit be decreit of the lordis of counaall that 
the undoubtit richt and propertie of the commoune landis 
of Kaidlaw, Hanunildoun, and Venlaw, perteois and belongis 
to the saidis compleneris, and that it is and salbe leeume 
and lawfull to tname and thair successouns in all tyme 
comying to peceablie poises, brulk, and Joyse the samene ^^ 

lands be pasturing of thair guidis thairupone, harrowing, | 

sawing, teiling, laboring, manuring, and uther wayes useing 
of Uie samene as tha& awne commone landis at thidr ' 

plesour, sidyke and als trielie in all respectis as any of thair 
predicessoris bmikit and possest the samene at ony tvme of 
before, conforme to the saidis compleners' richtis and 
securiteis of the saidis landis, as at mair lenthe is contenit 
in the said summondis. The perseueris compeirand be Mr 
Thomas Hope of Craighall, ane of our Soverane Lords 
adrocattis, Mr Thomas ificolsonne and Mr Mathow Forsythe, 
thair procuratouris, quha for instructing of t^e summondis ^ 

producit ane infeftment grantit be King James the Fourt, 4 

of worthie memorie, in anno 1606, in favouris of the 
toune of PeibiUis, off the said buighe and haill liberteis and ^ 

fredomes thairof , mylnes, landis, and posseniounes pertein- 
ing and belonging to thame, and whairof they and thair pre- 
dicessoris wer in poesessioun or wharennto they had rlcht: 
togidder witii ane infeftment grantit be our lait Soverane 
Lord, King James the Sixt^ of worthie memorie, in anno 
1621 yeiris, to and in favoures of the said burghe of Peibillis 

lands occupied by the Macgregors enffrossed in those 
charters which they easily obtained from the Crown; and 
thus constituted a legal right in their own favour, without ^ 

much regard to Justice.'*— Introduction to " Rob Ro».*' 

* 1610— Jtme 2— £100 to be raised "for persute of the 
actioun of removing aganis Haltoun and Smeithfdld." 
IQll— April 17— " Goncludit that Hammiltoun salbe sett 
to ane honest man for certane yeiris, and that it be cryit 
waist of all menis geir in the meane tyme.** Jtme 21— 
" Ordanis the baillies to poynd Hammiltoun." 
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I ' confirminsf. the infeftment above specifeit, with oertane 

litiieris preceidint; iufeftments grantit be the Kings of Soot- 
land to and in favoures of the said bui^he, be the quhilk his 
I •Majestie hes gevin and disponit to the said toune in com- 

mounitie all and haill the landis of Kaidmure, Hammildouu. 
and Vainlaw, with their pertinents. And the said Richard 
Lauder of Haltoune, oompeirand be Adame Cunynghame and 
Lawrens Scot, his procuratouris, quha alledgit that na 
declaratour can be sustenit at the perseueris instance upoun 
the said summondls be vertew of the infeftment and rychtis 
producit, sn^ftntit in anno 1621, becaus the saidis infeftment is 
k*- onlie gevine upon thair awne resignatioun, they haveing no 

preceiding infeftment of the landis \yhe\lit per expresntmy 
and as to the infeftment gevin to thame be King James the 
L Fourt, in anno 1506, the samene can nocht be sustenit, becaus 

I thair hes no saising followit thairupone; and farder, the 

samene is onlie gevine upon thair awne assertioun affirming 
that thair former evidentis of the said lands wer brunt. To 
the quhillc it was answerit and replyit for the perseueris 
)hat the alledgeance aucht to be repellit, and the foresaidis 
richtis and evidentis producit is sufficient to susteine the 
actioun abovementionat, albeit no saising followit upone the 
charter grantit be King James the Fourt, seing the samene 
is grantit be the Kingis Majestie to ane burghe and com- 
munitie, and sua neidis no saising, and the infeftment grantit 
i be the lait Kingis Majestie, in anno 1621 yeiris, is sufficient 

< notwithstanding of the objectioun maid thain^^nes, seing 

i it wee in the Kingis pewar to dispone to the perseueris the 

foresaidis landis of Hammildoun, Kaidmure, and Vanla, 
inrespect the samene landis wer not disponit per easpressum 
to any uther persone of before. Secundlie, it was alledgit for 
the pairt of the defender that na declarator can be grantit in 
favoures of the. perseueris for the foresaidis landis of 
Hammildounhill in prejudice of the said Mr Richard Lauder 
. of Haltoune and his richt of the landis of Wester Wormes- 
toune callit Cringiltie, the landis of Eister Wormestoune, 
and all and haill the landis of Over and Nedder Kidstounes, 
with the mylne and pertinentis thairof, and landis of Stewar- 
*' toun, and of thair possessioun of the saidis landis of 

Hammildounhill as partis and pertinentis of the saidis 
landis of Kidstoune : because the said defender is infeft in 
, all and haill the foresaidis lands of Cringiltie, Eister Wormes- 

' toune, and Over and Nedder Kidstounes, with the mylne 

thairof, boundit as follows, viz., the landis of Ghapelhill 
upon the eist, the landis of Burrowfield and Cukitland upone 
the southe, the landis of Eddistoune upone the southe wast, 
the west pidrt of Eddistoune, Meldoun burne, and Hairope 
upon the north wast, and the saidis landis of Stuartoune 
upone the northe; and that as air to umquhill Alexander 
likuder, younger of Haltoune, his brother, wha was likewayis 
infeft in the samene landis boundit as saidis, conforme to ane 
chartar and infeftment grantit to him thairanent under the 
great seill of the dait 24th July 1610, and sua the landis of 
Hammildounhill can not be ascryveit to be ane pairt of the 
commountie of Peibillis but be the contrair most be ascryveit 
^ to apperteine to the laird of Haltoune, in propertie, speciallie 

seing the samene landis of Hammildounhill lyis oontigue to 
no pairt of the toune of Peibillis thahr propertie hot lyis 



78 OLSANmOB FROM THB BUSaH RECORDS. 

within the boundis, meithis, and mercheis foresaidis, of the 
dfltenderis infeftment and invironed round about with the 
samene melthis and mercheis above specif eit, and thairfore, 
unles the perseueris wald produce ane infeftment of the 
landis and utheris foresaidis prior to the said umquhiU 
Alexander Lauder his infeftment above writtin, they can 
never be hard to sute declarator aganes the defender wha 
and his predicessouris hes bene and is in pecebill possessioun 
of the landis of Hammildounhill belonging to him in pro- 
pertie as comprehendit within the boundis and merchis of 
his landis, and that past memorie of man. To the whilk it 
was ansuerit and replyit for the part of the perseueris that 
the forsaid secund alledgeance aucht to be lepellit in respect 
of the perseueris infeftment producit beirand thame to be 
infeft in the foresaidis landis of Hammildonn per ewpretsumf 
cum arationCf seminationey etpasturaUonef and that conforme 
thairto they ar and have bene in pecebill possessioun of the 
samene landis of Hammildoune but interruptione. Lykeas 
the perseueris offerris thame to prove in fortiflcatioun of 
thair infeftment and possessioune foresaid (gif neid beis) 
that the oommoune of Glentrels is the commountie belong- 
ing bothe to the landis of Hammiltoune perteining to the 
toune of Peibillis and to the saidis landis of Kidstoune be- 
longing to the laird of Haltoune, to the whilk commountie 
of Glentreis the words cum libero introitu et exiiu of the 
defenderis chartar man onlie be ascryvit. Quhilkis ailed- 
geancies and replyis being sene and considderit be the saidis 
fordis of counsall they find and declair that befoir they give 
answer thairto and pronunce interloquitour tbairupone tiiey 
will have the ground of the foresaidis landis with the 
meithis and mercheis thairof visit and sichtit be sume of 
thair awne ordinar number and report thairof maid to thama, 
that the saidis lordis may tbairefter the more cleirlie pro- 
ceid in the decisioun of the foresaidis alledgeances and 
uisueris and pronunce interloquutour thairupone; and for 
this effect ordanit ather of the saidis pairteis and thair pro- 
curatouris to nominat lordis for visiting of the ground of 
the foresaidis landis contravertit; accordmg whairunto the 
said Mr Mathow Forsythe, ane of the perseueris procura- 
touris above namit, nominat and chuseit Sir Robert Spotis- 
wood of Newabay, knicht, and Mr Alexander Seytoune of 
Culcreuche, tua of the saidis lordis thair ordinar number, or 
any ane of thame to be visitor of the ground of the fore- 
saidis landis for the pairt of the perseueris. Lykeas the said 
Adame Gunynghame, procuratour for the defenderis, also 
nominat and chuseit Mr James Bannatyne of Newhill, Sir 
James Leirmonthe of Balcomie, and Mr Alexander Moresone 
of I^tounegrange, alse thrie of the saidis lordis thair 
ordinar number, or any ane of thame, for visiting of the 

gx)und of the foresaidis landis for the pairt of the laird of 
altoune, defender. To the whilkis lordis visitoris above- 
namit, or any tua of thame, ane being for ilk pairtie, the 
saidis haill remanent lordis of counsall and sessioun geveis 
and grantis full pouer and commissioun to pas to the ground 
of the foresaidis landis of Hammildoun and Kidstoune 
respective upone the sextene day of May nixtocume and 
thair to visit and sicht the ground and boundary of the saidis 
landis, meithis, and marchee thairof, and to tak sic uther 
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< tiyell and cognitioun tludranent as the visitouris or any ttta 

^ of thame, ane being for ilk pairtie, sail think melt and ex- 

pedient for thair informatioun anent the treuthe of the 
premissis and eleiring thairof, and to the effect that they 
thaireftir may thairupone mak ane cleir and sensible rejport 
of thair visitatioun to the saidis haill remanent lordis of 
counsall and aessioune; for the whilk effect ordanes baythe 
the saidis pairteis to attend and await upone the saidis 
lordis visitoris at the day abovementionat to the end before 
rehearsit, and ordanes the tryell, visitatioun, and cognitioun 
to be tane be the saidis lordis visitouris, or any tua of thame, 

i ane being for ilk pairtie as said is, to be reportit be the 

saidis lordis visitouris in presens of the haill remanent lordis 
of sessioune the first day of Junij nixtocume, with con* 
tinowatioun of dayis, that the saidis lordis may thairefter 

f give ansuer to the foresaidis alledgeauces and ansueris 

respective abovementionat and pronunce interloquutor 
thairupone, but prejudice alwayes to ather of the saidis 
pairteis and thair procuratourls of all thair lawfuU defenssis 
and ansueris hine inde competent to thame in the said mater 
ef ter report as accordis of the law. And in the meane tyme 
the saidis lordis continowis the said mater in the same forme, 
force, and effect as it is now« but prejudice of pairtie, unto 
the day foresaid. 

FreparatioDs were forthwith made by the conncil 
^ for the reception of the lords on their judicial visit. 

March stones along the way leading to the bill were 
set down or renewed; consultations were held with 
the Edinburgh lawyers; and there is a payment "to 
Pattrick Yaitcb, his wyfe, for -vyne quhen thay war 
heir anent the vicitacione of Hamiltone;" a horse 
was hired *'to Mr Mathoa to ryde to Hamiltone;" 
and four men get half a merk each *' for keiping of 
I Kidstone geir off Hamiltone that day the lordis was 

weicitteine [visiting] the marches." By markings on 
L the extract decree above quoted, the progress of the 

case can be traced a little further, bat whether or 
not a final judgment was ever pronounced in it has 
not been ascertained: — June 14 — " The lords' visitors 
gave in their report and parties' procurators were ap- 
pointed to be ready to dispute on Tuesday." June 17 
— Haltoun's procurator "desyrit to delay to such 
competent tyme as he may look out his writtes. . . 
Answeris Nicolsone for the town — The desyre is 
not reasonable in respect of the many delayis heirto- 
foir grantit. The lordis contioewis the mater whill 
Tuesday next, again the quhilk day ordanes the 
laird of Haltone to be readie to dispute his cans." 
At this point farther proceedings in the declarator 
are lost sight of, with the exception of an authori- 
tative decision on one of the principal points of 
dispute, viz., the alleged defect of the town's title on 
account of the royal charters not having been 



t 
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followed by sanne or infeftment. Giving of sasine 
was a symbolical act by which heritages were held 
to be delivered to, and taken possession of .by a pur- 
chaser or donee. In the case of a transfer of lands 
the parties or their representatives, accompanied by 
witnesses and a notary, repaired thither, and on pro- 
duction of the charter or other deed of transfer a 
handful of earth and stone, taken from the land, was 
handed by or on behalf of the former proprietor to the 
new one or his representative, and these proceedings 
the notary narrated in an instrument which was 
thenceforth preserved as evidence of the fact that 
the new proprietor was duly infeft or invested. This 
formality, necessary and proper in ordinary circum- 
stances, might well have been dispensed with in the 
cases of the renewal charters of 1451 and 1506, 
because, long before the granting of either, the 
burgesses had been in acttial possestion^ a position 
which it would have been difficult for any symbolical 
investiture to strengthen. Weak, however, and 
even grotesque as the objection might present itself 
to the mind of a layman, it probably had a serious 
enough aspect when it came to be adjudicated upon, 
strictisaime jure^ by the college of justice. Fortunate- 
ly for the burgesses, the lords gave effect to their 
contention, and decided that *' sasine is not necessary 
upon infeltments made to burgesses of their burgess 
and common lauds."* Put thus in the best possible 
position by having their priority of title conceded, 
there seemed to be nothing farther required than for 
the burgesses to get their boundaries defined, and ob- 
tain a declarator which would have settled questions 
with Haltoun beyond the reach of future dispute. 
But to this final issue, so far as can be learned, the 
proceedings were not pushed. It is not unlikely 
that, resting satisfied with the practical concession 
of their demands, and dreading the heavy expen- 
diture which a completion of lesal formalities might 
entail, the council suspended hosilities in the law 
courts, and allowed the declarator to drop. Gradu- 
ally affairs at the hill got into the old groove. 
Aggressions by neighbours and periodic houndings 
and poindings of their stock were resumed and con- 
tinue ; and in course of time the estates of Lander 

* 9 JiUy 1628— iforriion't Dictionary of Decigiotu, p. 6886. 
The case is here cited as Town of Peebles v. Lady Halton. 
Had the Hon. Henry Erskine and John Clerk this decision 
in remembrance when they advised the Magistrates as to 
their legal rights in 1804? See Cha$nbcr^ Uittory, pp. 
810<1. 
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of Haltoan came into the pofltMsioo of Murray of 
Cringletie. 

The nev line of lairds have this to be said in 
their favour, in connection with their contests with 
and final triumph over the burgesses of Peebles in 
the law courts, that they were only attem];>ting to 
establish a right to property ostensibly their own, 
seeing it was situated within the boundaries de- 
seribed in their titles. The history of Hamilton 
Hill, as we are now privileged to know it, they were 
not conversant with, and they perhaps regarded the 
inhabitants of Peebles as a community of trouble- 
some and persistent trespassers. From their point of 
view, as put in one of the papers in a law process, 
** the town in the 17th century Jiod set up pretensions 
to the property of Hamilton; and in the beginning of 
the 18th century they carried these pretensions to 
such an extent that the petitioners predecessor r 
raised an action of declarator against them."* The 
strained relationships existing betwixt the town and 
Cringletie, and resulting in the action just referred 
to, culminated in one or two incidents which are 
dramatically mentioned in the council records— 
*^I/14 — May 31 — The counsell having convened, and 
William Simsone, the tonne's herd of their property 
of Homilton, having represented to them that while 
he was keeping their ground, Alexander Murray, 
fiar of Cringletie, had come to him, and, without any 
o^ence or provocation given, did beat him over the 
head and face with a kaine, whereby he was wounded 
in the forehead, and shewed them his blood, the 
oounsell ordained fyve men out of each quarter, and 
baillie Jonkisone, to goe with their herd and bring 
in Alexander Greive's sheep or nolt, if they be 
found on Hamilton, to the flesh mereate or Castlehill, 
and keep them till they give bond and cautione that 
they shall not pasture on Hamilton, belonging to the 
tonne in property, till the plea betwixt the tonne 
and Cringletie be determined by law; and ordaiaes ' 
three mexi each day to wait on the herd in case he 
be assaulted. The baillie and party at their retume 
reported that upon thair approach Mr Murray A^d, 
and drove off the sheep to his own lands of Over 
Eidstone, and took horse there and rode away 
towards Cringletie. Ordaines his beating of the 
tonnes herd to be consulted in the tonne's plea 
against Cringletie. June^— The counsell appointis 
James Brotherstaines, their clerk, to goe to Edin- 

* Petition of James Wolfe Murray, Esq. of Cringletie, 
8rd December 1808. 



boigh And oomolt snoh Iftwyer m ihall be thoaght 
needfal for defending their property of Hamilton, 
•gftinit Marray of Cruigletie, elder and jounger." 

The aetion thoa let agoing had a different ieene 
from the one at Lander's initanoe, illoatrating onoe 
more the glorioos nnoertaintj of the law. Thoogh 
not entire^ extingoiihed, the ^' pretentions " of the 
burgh got a considerable damping: — J7J7—Jan. 18 — 
" Their lordships found that the charters produced 
in fayours of the town of Peebles from King James 
II. and King James IV. imported only a iervQude and 
luAtk property in the lands of Hamifdown; and that 
the foresaid bounding in the charter produced by the 
pursuers in favours of their author, Alexander 
Lauder, younger of Haltoun, in the year 1610, being 
proTcn to comprehend the said lands of Hamildown 
HUl, with the seisin thereon, did convey the property 
of the said lands belonging to the said porsoers by 
the snid charter and progress aforesaid; and found it 
proven that the town of Peebles had been in the 
immemorial use of pasturing their cattle on the said 
lands, of casting feal and divot, and digging slate and 
stone within the same; and therefore lound that by 
their right and possession aforesaid they had a servi- 
tude of pasturage, feal, and divot, and of winnine 
slate and stone in the said lands: and declared and 
decerned the property of the said lands of Hamildown 
Hill to belong to the said pursuers, with the burden 
of the said servitude of the town of Peebles.*' By an 
after jadgment, dated 28th January 1720, the lords 
** declare the property of the said lands of Hamil- 
down Hill to belong to the said Alexander Murray of 
Gringletie, parsuer, with the burdens of the town of 
Peebles, the defenders, servitudes of common pastur- 
age, casting fesl and divot, and of winning and 
digging slate and stone theirin."* 

The nature of the town's possession, subsequent to 
those judgments, may be gathered from a few brief 
quotations from the evidence given in the 1806 
process:— James Simpson depones "that, his father 
was tenant of the lands of Cademuir, Heathpool, and 
Winkston Commons, for twenty-six years, and he 
quitted about seventeen years ago. In the month of 
April his father was in use yearly to send sheep in 
the latter end of July or beginning of August to 
Hamildown Hill, where they pasture for two or 
three weeks.'* James Ker, weaver in Peebles, *' has 
known the sheep of Cadmuir being sent to pasture 

* These Jadgments are quoted in the Petition, 1808, be- 
fore referred to. 
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Qpon Hamildown Hill, sometimes hj Tweed Bridge 
and Caddy Bridge, which is the direot road from 
Gadmuir lo Hamildown Hill, and sometimes from 
Winkston Common. The veld cattle of the inhabi- 
tants of the town of Peebles were pastured on the 
hilL Andrew Anderson, wearer, his neighboor in 
the old town, pastored his horses and cattle (12 or 
15) on the hill/' liVllliam Kerr, weaver, ** has seen 
sheep passing from Oadmnir, by Tweed Bridge and 
Caddy Bridge, to the Kirklands and from thenoe to 
Hamildown Hill; and has known the same sheep in 
bad weather come down from Hamildown Hill to the 
Klrklands." William Robertson, cooper, ** has very 
often, in the end of harvest and daring the winter, 
seen the sheep sent from Cadmair, by Tweed Bridge 
atid Caddy Bridge, to Hamildown Hill, and they jast 
passed the door of the hoase in which the deponent 
Uves." 

With the termination of the tassle in 1808 the com- 
batants baried the hatchet, and its disinterment is 
not a likely event. What was considered worth 
fighting for in the first, is, on account of changes of 
circumstances and modes of living, not regarded as 
worth preserving in this the last decade of the 
oentaij. With a competent portion of Wishaw 
collieries and BaUachulisn quarnes wheeled to their 
gikteo, there is no demand by the inhabitants for 
native tarf or slate; grazing groond is required only 
to a limited extent since sheep and kine no longer 
form the staple stock in trade of the burgesses; 
and the heather, pulled of old for roofing houses, 
bedding cattle, or burning witches, if not now indis- 
pensable to their necessities. And then, to take the 
hill as a whole, the Peebleans need not inconsolak>ly 
lament that it is not theirs to sell or let or mortgage so 
long as they are free to climb its sides, to wander in its 
holms, and inhale the healthful breezes that play 
about them. May the day be distant when privileges 
such as these cease to be enjoyed or come to be 
numbered amongst the things that have ** glided out 
of the burgh's possession 1" 
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XIV. 

Flood— Tree Bbidgb— ScfbooLHOusB in Bbidoe- 
6 ATS— Town Wall at North Port— Feblhousb 
OF Hutoheonfieldt-Smithfield and Vbnlaw. 

I^ one of its effects— the removal of the "Tree" 
Bridge — the recent flood* seems to have had its proto- 
type in one which occarred in the antamn of 1631. 
Some of the ravages committed by that inandatlon 
are thus noticed in the burgh accounts: '* (Jevin to 
James Haldanes twa sonnes for going along Tneidsyd 
to seik the trie briggs and dailb thairof quhilk wer 
carryit away be the flood, Ss. Gevia to Thomas 
Lowes his soue for laveiog of the sohoole quhilk wes 
full of water be the flood, 48. For 200 fail! (turfs) to 
lay the sohoole flode whilk was inundit with the 
water, and for leiding and laying of the samyn, 128. 
Grevin for carying the town ledder fra the Bordell- 
hawche quhilk wes tane away be the flood, to four 
men ilk ane ane groat, lOs. Gevin to James Haldin 
for repairing the end of the trie brigg and filling up 
the samyn with stanes and sand quhen it had bene 
undermyndit, for ane dayes wage and a half, 20s. 
Qevin for carying of twa geists of the trie briggs that 
wes caryit away be the flood, from Swynehopehaugh, 
to James Williamsone and John Browne, uk ane of 
them sixijence, inde 12d." 

The school above referred to as having been in- 
un'iated by the flood was probably part of the old 
tolbootb situated at the foot of the IBridgesate. ' In 
the printed records, under dates 1555 and 1571, will 
be found notices of the tolbootb having been ap- 
pointed as the place ** to teche the barnis in " (pp. 
214,326.) 

Tbe clerk was owner of ground bordering on the 
Bridgegate and he obtained permission to erect 
buildings facing that street:— **)^^rfi{ May 1552— The 
counsall, convenit upoun the grand efter specif eit, 
has geven libertie and fredome to Patrick Vaioh, 
clerk of Peblis, to sett out ony new houssis to be bigit 
be him at his yaird f ut, and to extend the samen to 

* For an aocount of the great deluge of Monday, Slst 
September, see the Feebleuhire AdvertUer of 26th Septem- 
ber 1801. 
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the Briggait, be leving me fot braid of noiid batwizt 
tba lyde wall of bis said boons and tbs calsay, for 
ane gutter and passage of tbe watter betwixt tbe 
said syde wall and oalsay." 

Tbe town wall from tbe North Port to Caddyside 
appears to have ran along and within the site of the 
existing lane opposite the entrtnce to the British 
Linen Oompanv^s old Bsnk. In 1630 the oonnoU 
bargained for this part of the old fortification being 
kept in repair by a proprietor to whom had been 
oonoeded the privilege of nsiog the wall in baildinff 
bis bam:— "i^tA Augutt 16S0^The haill oonnsefl 
bes ordanit John Wiiliamsone, for the lioenoe gevin 
be thame to him for bignring his boose to the wall of 
tbe said burgh at the North Port (oonforme to the 
said Johne his willing) to big, belt, aod repair the 
said toan wall baith upoun the syde of his yaird 
descending frome his heme to the water, and thair- 
with the round and haill wall at the fate of his yaird 
sa far as the samen gois, and that of ane oompetent 
beicht, and to pay the haill expenseis to be wairit 
tbaimpoon, the toon always finding the materiallis 
thairto.** 

On the roanded front of the hill now forming part 
of Mailingdand farm, a position which commands a 
wide view of the surroonding country, stood the old 
peelhouse of Hutoheonfield. Viewed at distances 
from many plaoes in the yioinity of Peebles, portions 
of the structure in a dilapidated condition, are 
still visible, but in the olden time it formed the 
residence and fortress of a valiant country laird. 
Dispates betweeo tbe Horsbrughs of UutoheoDfield 
and their neighbours tbe Hays uf Smithfield more 
than onoe came uoder tbe cognizance of tbe privy 
oounoil, in the register of which are contained some 
▼ivid narratives of encounters between them.* At 

* One of these cases may be noticed sa a specimen. On 
S7th June 1618 complaint was made to the Privv Ooanoil 
that Alexander Horaburgb of that i}k, and Alexander, 
William, and John, his sons, had never, during the last four 
yearn, come a uile from their houses without pistolets at 
their belto or hagbuts in their hands, and also ordinarily 
with swords. On a day of the month then current, while 
Hay was upon the lands of Sheilgrene, without company or 
armour, *' thav (the Horsbozghs) all horsit, and went to the 
pairt quhair be was and as soon as they came in sicht of 
him, koist thair cloiUs from thame, took their swords and 
pistolets in their bands, and with all their speed cbased him 
a mile towards a house of his lather, and had not he left his 
horw and taken him to his f ute, having tbe commoditie 
and advantage of ane hill whloh was not very possible for 
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the WMtponsbawing in 1627 John Honibnigh is 
** preient^ for the lendi of Hatchinfield, weil bonit, 
with ooUet, l^nff coat, steil bonnet, lanoe and sword," 
while hia neighbour the laird of Smithfield, himaelf 
absent, is represented h^r '* seven of bis men, horsit, 
with ane fnteman, all with swovds and lanoes." Au 
arrangement regarding pastarage between the laird 
of Hntoheonfield and the town ooonoil in 1690 
indioates the existence of neighbourly relationship I 

between the bargh and him at that time:— 10th Map { 

1630^** license is given to John Hoisbrugh of Hnt- . 

cbeonfield to pastare twa hnndreth soheip npon the 1 

Eister Commoua oonforme to his applioatioun till St ' 

Peters day (29th Jane) next; likas the said John | 

Horsbmgb, present, aotit him to remove his saidis I 

sebeip thairfra at that ilk time." 
. The present mansion house of Veolaw, now under- 
going enlargement on an extensive scale, occupies the 
site of the old dwelling of the lairds of Smithfield, by 
which name the place is designated in the records, 
Venlaw proper being then a possession of the bnrgb. 
16t7—Sg9t, S—** Anent the supplicstion gevin in be 
Gbarlee Pringill, ohalmerlan to the laird of Smeith- 
field, for wyoning of certane hay, transported be 
him f urth of the Oorsbume medow, perteining to the t 

said laird of Smeithfeild, to the townee proper bill ^ 

and landis of Venlaw, licence is grantit to liim to i 

wyn the jamya bay for this ane yeir during the space I 

of fyftene ^yis alanerlie, and thaireffeer the said ' 

Gbarlee cans transport the samyn thairfra of hif ^ 

awin consent." 

thsme on honbsk to wone, they had not faillit to have 
alAoe him '* 'I he proof wm deficient and the Uorsburgha 

got off Hcatheless; but a few days, afterwardn the Laird of 
mithfield, aooompanied by hb sons and servants, took the 
law into tbeir own bands, and avenved themsdves upon 
their opponents by attacking and "deidlie" wounding tbelr 
" cattail, soheip, and bestialP* and driving them off the oom- 
monty of Glentress. 
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XV. 
INOOKPORATIOH OV WSAVXBS— THB WaULKEBS— 

Thi Waulk Mill—Waulksbb' Hauoh— 

OlPSnS OB EOTFTIAMB— PLATIHG THE PiPHS 
— AOOOUNTB, 1631-2. 

IH Tc^al barghs it used to be » oommon priotiM for 
memben of a partionlar oraft or trade to oombiiie 
together in one society and agree npon mlee and 
regnlationi for the maoagemeat of their internal 
affaire, and on theie rales being oonflrmed by the 
town oonnoil in a oertain foim the sodety attained 
the status of a legal inoorporation, qualified to 
ac<inire and hold property, and endowed with Tarious 
privileges^ amongst which was usually included re- 
presentation at the oonnoil board. The " charter of 
incorporation " granted by the town oonnoil consisted 
simply of an act passed by them and recorded in the 
council record, to the official extract of which the 
bnrgh seal, otherwise termed the seal of canse, was 
affixed, a form of attestation which gave rise to the 
name by which the doonment is designated— a seal 
of canse. In Peebles the only incorporated trade 
represented on the town council was that of the 
weaTcrs, though in 1713, when the masons, wrighti, 
smitha, and glaziers were incorporated, it is stated 
in their petition that they "had never been incor- 
porated, albeit severall other trades were." What 
18 here alluded to is probably the fact that besidea 
incorporating the weavers the town council had ap- 
proved of rules and regulations passed by the 
cordiners* (shoemakers) in 1669 and 1677, by the 
** men servants '* in 1674, and by the tailors in 1680. 
In these several rules (including those of the masons, 
&c.), prominent provision was made for the keeping 

* Along with the supplication of the cordinera for the 
OottDoU*! sanction to the rulee framed by them was pro- 
duced a certifioate "bearing the same praoticq to be in 
Rdinbuivh . Haddingtonn, Lanerlr , and Cooper in Fjfe." In 
Lanark n may be mentioned there were seven inoorporated 
trades, via., Wrights and maaons, smiths, tailors, shoe- 
makers, walkers, weavers, and glovers. The deacons of 
each of these crafts took part in the choice of magistrate^ 
and ele cted one of themselves to sit on the ceuncU as deacon 
ecBfcuer. 
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of » oommoa box and the naldiig of 
to it for the benefit of the rick end infirm. Power 
wee eleo taken for the appointment of bozmaeten and 
other ofBciali, bat no mention ie made of a deaoon. 
The leal of oanae generally contained itringent con- 
ditionfl for ■eonring to the eiafte a monopoly of 
trade within the borgh, the MrWng of apecifiea ap- 
prentioeihipt was stipnlated for, the terms of ad- 
minion of new memben were carefnlly guarded, 
and due precaution taken for the rejection of nn- 
skilfal workmen and workmanship. Then in pre- 
Beformation times there was provision made for the 
performance of divine service in honour of a tutelar 
saint. St Servanus, or Serf, one of the pioneer 
apostles of OhristiaDity in this country, and the 
reputed instructor of Kentigem, was the patron to 
whom -the websters offered oblations. 

On aoth January 1629 there was "prodocit be 
John Edmond, deaoon of the wobsteris, thair seill of 
caue granttt \fe the proveist, balyeis, and counsel bf 
Peblis for the tyme to thame, daitit and seillit with 
the tonus commoun seill, the last of February 1563." 
It may be that this was the first formal incorpora- 
tion of the websters, though they must have oeen 
working under some sort of organisation previouidy. 
In 1656 the members of the craft were directed to 
have all their weights made conform to those of 
Edinburgh, to put out suflBcient work, and to take 
payment for it on the scale in use there. 1561 the 
council authorised the craft to choose a deacon 
yearly, conform to the practice in other burghs, and 
specially Dundee and Edinburgh. A deacon was 
elected accordingly, one of his functions being the 
collection from the members of ** thair wolklie 
(weekly) penny to be distribute be sycht of the 
imilUee to the pure (poor) folkis.** A couple of 
Tears previously (25th Jone 1569), there is noticed 
in the printed records, an indenture, whereby John 
Broderstanis, in Winkston, apprenticed his son 
James to Thomas Tueddall, ** teztonr " (weaver), for 
a period of seven years, with the curious condition 
that if James should die within that period his 
brother and sister, if in life, should succeed to the 
apprenticeship. A premium of £6 Scots was to be 
paid to the weaver, who on his part became bound 
to teach or "leir the said James, or ony succedand 
in his place, all the poyntis of his craft, conforme to 
thair oapaoite, and sail sustene him or thame suffi- 
oientlie in melt and drink, as use of prenteusohip is^ 
and fomia him or thame quhilk luooedis, yetelie^ 
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daring midfs vij yeris, ftne sark." This WMjiut on 
the eve of the Keformation, but ftltftrs were still in 
situ and obaplains requiring sastenance, and the 
stipnlation was made **that the said John pay to 
the service of Sanct Severan ane pond of walz (wax) 
and ane pitschare of aile." Two years henoe and a 
donation snoh as this, or rather its equivalent in 
▼alne, would likely have fallen to the ** pure." 

The deacon of weavers, who was elected out of a 
leet of dx persons made by the trade and shortened 
to three by the magistrates, continued to have a seat 
at the council board down to the passing of the 
Municipal Reform Act of 1832; but this was subject 
to an interruption of about thirty years, during 
which time the craft was municipally disfranchised on 
account of the personal fault of a deacon. The 
privilege was restored in 1703, on a supplication 
being given in to that effect by William Chambers, 
deacon of the trade at the time. 

In supervising the affairs of the craft the deacon 
held courts, but -for these the sanction of a magistrate 
was required:— ^A October i6i9(^" Discharges the 
deacon to hold courtis without ane baillie, and to 
produce thair seill of cans, gif ony thay haif, this 
day XV dayis." $fSnd August 16^6— *' The haill 
counsell ratifies the act maid be the wobsteris con- 
tenit in ane court haldin be thame with umquhile 
Martene Hay, ane of the bailyels of Peblis for the 
tyme, in favouris of the walkeris of this burgh, of 
the dait 25th November 1569; and ordanis that for 
ilk failye the contravenar sail pay fyve pundis but 
mitigationn." The seal of cause and old minute 
book of the weaver craft, could they now be found, 
would afford some curious glimpses into trade affairs 
in the olden time, but probably they have long ago 
disappeared from view. 

Closely allied to the weavers in trade affairs were 
the waulkers or fullers of cloth. Before the era of 
tweed factories, and in the handloom and ** customer 
weaver" days, as many Peebleans will well recollect, 
the Waulk Mill was in full awing at Damdale on a 
site now occupied by an extensive tweed factory. 
This waulk milne, which in its day had displaced the 
**auld corn mill" on ** Peblis Water." was not the 
first of its kind in the burgh. So far back as 1482 
there was a **walk myln standand on the south 
side of the burgh at the est end of Tued Grene." In 
that year the mill was set in tack to a chaplain and 
his brother, for their lifetimes, at a rent of three 
merks yearly, to be paid not to the town treasury 
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boi to the Mrvioe ci St Jobn't altar in the pMrish 
kirk. The tame oanld and lade aenred both for the 
Rood Mill, aitnated above Tweed Bridge, "nnder 
the Oaatelhyl,"* and for the #anlk mill, and in the 
tackf proviaion waa made for regalating the aopply 
of water between them. The mill aeems to have 
been in good working Mder in 1562, aa three joint 
tackamen who then entered into po ooo a ai on **oon- 
feaait that the walk milne wea ala gnid andlsnfficient 
ane milne ai wea io all Scotland," and they became 
bound to "leif hir aa gade at the ische of thair 
takkia." 

The wanlken, like their brethren in the other 
trades, enjoyed a monopoly in the hurgh:— 5th De- 
cember 16z6—** It IB statate be the haill ooansell that 
quhasoever within this burgh sail takfooy wobbis to 
be walkit at ony utber walkmylne nor the walk- 
mylne of this bargh, and be the walkeria thairof, 
they alwayis doing thair dewtie, that the persone or 
peraonea qnha aalhappin to contravene thia!act>all 
pay to the aaidia walkeria for thair loians fourtie 
pennies for ilk elne thairof, exceptand alwayei fnrth 
of the present act sick daith as salbe llttit and 
walkit in olaith in Edinburgh.** 

In 1632 and subsequently, a James SFrank was 
tacksman of the wank mill, paying for it and a piece 
of adjacent land a yearly rent of £32 Soots. The 
following conditions are taken from what seems to 
be the scroll of a lease to Frank and a partner : — 
**The council set to James Frank and James 
Tueddell, proportionallie between them, all and haill 
the walk mylne of the burgh of Peblis, wyth houssia 
and landis perteining thairto, calUt the Walkeria 
landis, presently poasest be the said Jamea Frank, 
with the half of the mylne dam and wateris ryning 
thairintill, half caull thairof, and haill privileges and 
pertinentls perteining and belangingito the said 
^nJkmylne and landis thairof.** The tacksmen were 
bound ** to build and repair the said walkmylne with 
ane sufficient stock, quheillis, azetries of aik, with 
irne and all utheris necessaris pertening thairto, and 
to uphald the samyn snffioientli daring the said 
spaice. And that they and ilkane of thame aall half 
ane guid and sufficient servant man and hors for 
working at the said walkmylne, uphalding thairof, 
and inlaying, fortifeing, and menteyning thair pairt 
of the caull, convoying the wateris thairto, and sail 

• This mill is' supposed to have been erected about the 
year 1461. See printed Records, p. 139. 
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farniaoh and find gnid and infficieni qoalifeit ser- 
yantis for working of thair warkii and daitbis 
bonestlie and sabstantionslie, pleiiing tbe owneria 
thairof to tbair best and maist proffeit and oom- 
moditie, tbat na complaint be maid of tbame nor 
ony of tbame." Tbe act of 1625, above quoted, was 
ratified, and tbe council bound themselFes to put it 
to due execution. Tbe lands let along witb the mill 
were those situated to the eastward of Tweed Green, 
and still known by the name of Walkers* Haugh. 

In the statute book there are many fulminations 
against the wandering tribes known as gypsies or 
Egyptians, and the privy council had in 1630 issued 
a stringent order for their suppression. Peebles, it is 
noticed, received a visit from some memberg^of the 
proscribed fraternity :--lJi«« July 165-^— " Oomperit 
Walter Scott, burges of Peblis, and being challeogit 
for resetting in his bous and beiring cumpanie witb 
the Egipsianes at divers tymes within thir sex 
oukis (weeks) bygane, gran tit they war tua severall 
dayis in his bous in bis cumpanie and not in ony 
nicht; and tbat thair was tbrie men of thameiand 
na women. Denyit hying of ony geir from thame. 
Ordanes him to compeir heir this day xv dayis. 
Comperit lykwyis John Pringill, younger, and being 
challengit for banting and frequenting witb the 
Egiptianes this sex onlkis last, grantit he was with 
tbame and plavit at the pennie stane upone Tueid 
Greine; denyit he was witn thame within the toun, 
and that be coft na thing from tbame. Oontinuit to 
this day xv dayis." The ** pennie stane " was a quoit 
of stone, or a flat stone used instead of a quoit, and 
the playing with these is said to have been a common 
game in the country. Tbe accusations against Scott 
and Pringill are not further referred to in ^ the 
records. 

In the dearth of private chronometers the opening 
and close of the day were ordinarily announced to 
the inhabitants by ringing of bells or beating of the 
drum; but the rousing strains of the bagpipes were 
also called into requisition i—20th Nov, 1634 — 
** Robert Thomsone, burges of Peblis, become cau- 
tioner for John Layng, toune piper, that he sail 
daylie and ilk day, at four bourls at morne and aucbt 
houris at evin, play throughe the tonne with his grit 

gype till Hertimes 1635; and that he sail not absent 
imself nor scip dyottis therof during that space 
without ane laufuU excuise and leave m the provest 
and bailyies; and tbat under the paine of tua 
sohillingis money for ilk dyot and skip. ' 
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The following items are taken from the aoooants 
for year to Bliohaelmas 1632 : — 26^2 — Oc«. ISt— 
** Gevine to ane poore man, William Douglas, with 
four small barnes, 128. ^ 163Z—Qttvm for five ohapines 
wyne and a breid with the provest^ baillies, and 
John Frank, when the pulpet wes oompleit, 31b. 
G^yin to John Brown for tiia drawcht of bent and 
ane burding of bent to straw the sohoole, 18s. Gevin 
to Thomas Ewmond^s lad to bay ane doabill cate- 
chisme, 40d. To ane Irischman and ane Iriach- 
woman, with sex children, 12s. For ane stand of 
olothis to Charles Oleg, drummer, and for furnisching 
thairto and making of the samyn, £5, lOs. To John 
Plenderlaith for mending of ane lock of the yett of 
the fleschmeroatt and making ane key thairto (the 
key being tint be the fle'shers), 6s. To James Haldin 
for bigging the fleschmercat, 16 merks. Gevin to 
him ane dayis wage for redding the Deanes Wynd, 
ISs. 4d. To John Tuedie, merchand, for 250 naillis 
to the fleschmercat, 33s. 4d. To James ELaldin for 
taking down the auld pulpitt and helping to sett up 
the new pulpett, £6. To John Tuedie for 25 naillis 
to naill the bottom of the pulpitt in the ohappell, and 
Mr Andro his seat, Ss. 4a. Item, for 20 daiUis and 
20 geists to the chappell, £24. Item, that day that 
the proveet, baillies, and utbers sichtit Winkstoun 
Oommoun, thair was spent be thame at thair retume, 
16s. To Oristiane Hay that wes spent be the provest 
and uthers on a tyme quben the^ sichtit some writts 
concerning the toun, 54s. Gevm to Thomas Craw- 
ford for wryting ane precept of wairning at the 
towns instance aganes oertane persones in the town 
and for reiding thairof at the kirk dure, Ss. Gevin 
to thrie sodgeris, ilk ane of them ane groat, 12s. 
Item, at weying of the cupe ['* Trinitie race " cup; 
see Gleanings No. X.]. in Patrik Vaitohes, with the 
baillie and Mr Alexander Hay, ane muchkin of seek 
and ane chopin clairet wyne, 12s. Gevin, at direc- 
tioun of the provest, to ane learuit young man oallit 
William Lumbie, 12s. June t9 — To ane Irishman 
mutilat of the hand, 68. For ane new drum and for 
to putt tua new heidis on the auld drum, £11. For 
oarying the auld drum to Edinburgh, 128. For four 
geists to bo formes to the chappell loft, 48s.; for thair 
oariage, 328. For casting of 5300 devotts to theik 
the towns boussis, 588. For four load of lyme to 
mend the auld north port, 32s. Gevin to the com- 
pryssers who compryssit the come that wes eatten be 
the goods of Kidstoun on Hammiltoun hill, thrie 
quairts aill and breid, 98. Gevin for raising of 
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Hammonds aganee Patrik Bnllo and hii mother aboai 
the aiker of land in Akerfield, 2 merks. Sep, 15-^ 
Gevin to Mr John Skene for ane snspeniioun aganee 
Bryoe Sempill, and for lawborrowee raising aganes 
him and nther persones, being 21 persones, and 
getting ane cautioner in the saspensioan acoeptit, 
£10, 3s. To Andro Hay for wryting the bills and 
letters thairapon, £4. Item, to his man of drinksilver, 
12s. Gevin to ane post to go to my lord Kilorigh 
[Seton of Kilcrenoh, a Court of Session judge], to get 
the billis past, wha was absent, 128. Gevin for wyne 
that wes drank with the sheref in Cristiane Ohisholmes 
that day deoreit wes gottin aganes the eaters of the 
corne on Hammiltoun, 56s. 6d. [The council had, on 
10th September, instructed **the thesaurer to per- 
son for the eittin cornea upone Hammiltoun Hill, 
destroyit be the tennentis of Over Kidstoun, Ohapel- 
hiU, and Edstoun, befoir the sheriff."] Gevin to ane 
aold sohoolemaister callit Daniell Johnstoun, 8s. 
Item, I being direct to Edinburgh, on 20th Nov., to 
stabill ane advocat aganes Bryce Sempell, and to 
tak ordour with James Tnedie, I establishit Mr David 
Primios and gave him twa dollouris, £5, 16s. Item, 
at ane consultatioun with the advocat, twa chapines 
wyne and a breid, lis. Item, for paper and ink to 
the wryting of the compts sen my entrie, 68. 8d." 
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XVI. 

The Stjeeple and its Uses— Jailor and Keeper 
—Prisoners— Origin of Burgh— Old and 
New Town— Vbnnel from Old Town to 
"Peblis" Water— Usher's Wynd— Horse 
Race and the Bell— Marriages on Market 
Days— Accounts, 1632-3. 

The erection of the tower attached to the Chapel of 
the Virgin Mary at the west end of the High Street, 
** the bygin of the stepyl at the chapel gayl " (gable), 
as it was expressed in the records, was a work which 
occupied the attention of the burgh authorities in the 
closing years of the 15th century. Between 1488 and 
149-1 there are notices of burgesses, on their admission, 
being required to contribute, some of them quantities 
of material, such as lime, stone, and iron, and others 
labour, such as "fyv schillingis of wark," while pay- 
ments also^ occur for erecting the building, for 
" thekyn " it and fitting in benches; and when the 
structure was approaching completion (1494) a con- 
tract is entered into with Thomas Boyle for executing 
all the wood and iron work not yet made, '*that is to 
say, durris, wyndois, plantearis, loftis, clausuris, all 
lokkis, sneku, and all the irne wark and treyn (wood) 
wark neidful; and he sail mak the ruf of the turn- 
greys (winding stair) completly, al to the thekyn." 
Then as a finishing touch in 1496, the admission 
dues of a burgess are **gevyn to the glasyn of the 
west wyndo of the stepil at the chapell gavil."* 

* Printed Records, pp lOS-T—In security of the " deuteis " 
of the burgess last referred to there is pledged a ** heme at 
the chapel gavill at the est end of the Castlehili." If by this 
is meant that a barn also was attached to the chapel wall the 
character of the buildings there was not wanting in variety. 
A priest, too, appears to have had a house in the vicinity:— 
30th Jan. 1476—'* The balyeis passit to the west end of the 
said burgh, and at the eat end of the castle hyll, and at 
the south end of person (parson) hous, and tuk up erd and 
Stan (earth and stone) on that samyng grond and lad it in 
the hands of Will of £lphynston, and gaf tyll hym sesyng 
(possession) of xliiij fut of lenth, begynnand at the south 
end of personis hous and met (measured) down towart Twed 
and the wydnes of personis hous, . . . and the foresaid 
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Used M a prison, as a watch tower aad place of 
defence, and fitted up with bells and a dock, the 
steeple was for many years onder the charge of 
keepers bearing the surname ol Frank, presumably 
successive generation s of the same family. James 
Frank in 1556, Andrew in 1570, and John in 1623-32 
are noticed in the records. John Frank was succeeded 
by John Bobene, whose appointment contains inter- 
iwting particulars as to the routine of his office and 
the appliances connected with it: — 10th September 
1632 — In presence of John Lowes, pro vest, Alexander 
Mure and Patrik Thomsone, bailyies, comperit 
personallie John Kobeine, burges, and being creat, 
ressavit, swome, and admittit of new [he had been 
first admitted on 5th March], javillour (jailor) and 
kepar of the stepill and javill noussis and tolbuith of 
the said brughe, and keepar, guydar, and rewlar of 
the knok thairof, and to ring the bellis of the samyn 
at the ordinar tymes accustomit and appointit to 
umquhile John Frank, last keepar and guydar of the 
said stepill and knok, immediatlie befoir his deceis, 
and he acceptand the saidis offices in and upon him, 
being swome be the saidis pro vest and bailyies. hes 
gevin his great aith of fidelitie thairintill, and for 
thankful! and tymous^ service in the samyn at all 
occasiounes, alsueill nicht as day, and that he salbe 
comptable for whatsumever persoune or persounes 
that sail happin to be arreistit or comraittit in waird 
thairintill till they be laufullie and ordourlie f red and 
relevit furth thairof; and for that effect he sail have 
ane bulk to be markit ."ind subscryvit be the provest, 
bailyeis, and clerk of the said burghe, qubairintill he 
sail insert everie persoupes name to be committit in 
the said waird, at quhais instance they salbe committit 
or arreistit, the particular caus or sowme of money 
for the quhilkis they are or salbe arreistit, as also the 
manor of thair relief furth of waird, bearing the 
name of the magistrat and pairtie, commander or 
causer of thair xelief, with the cans and reassoune 
thairof. Lykas the^ said John Bobeine grantes him 
to halve resseavit in his custodie and keeping the 
lockes, keyis, yrones, and utheris underwritten, viz., 
the great kie of the lock of the utter (outer) yett of 
the steepill, the kie of the lock of the doore at the 
fute of the turnepyk thairof, the kie of the lock of 
the doore of that house thairin callit the cowmmoune 
hous, the kie of the lock of that doore of the house 

Wylyam sail pay 18s. of anuell be yeir to St Jame«i altar in 
the He kyrk to pray for our sovecain lord the Kyog and the 
<^ueen, antl for the Weill of the said burgh." 
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eallit Maile Grayes hons thair, the kie of the look of 
the doore in the midstair or turnepyk thairof ; item, 
the kie of the knockhoas doore thairof; item, the 
kie of the look of the oatshott beayd the knook; 
item, the kie of the lock of the bell honi thair; item, 
the kye of the doore of Brokisholl; item, thrie hing- 
ing lockes with the kies thairof; item, ane lang 
gad* of yrop, with tuelf schakelles thairapon; item, 
ane pair of stocks of trie. Qahilkis yrones and 
ntheris abovewritten the said John Bobeine as 
principall, and his cautioneris xinderwrittin, obleissis 
thame conjunotUe and severallie, thair aires and 
execntoaris, to make farthoammand and delyverance 
to the saidis provost, bailyies, and coansall, and thair 
snocessouris, at the feast and terme of Whitsonday 
nixt, 1633." 

The *'commoune hous" or hall in the steeple 
seems to have been an apartment which prisoners 
were in special circnmstances privileged to freqoent: 
—lOth November 1628— ** The haill connsell hes 
licenciat James Broderstanes to half access to the 
commoun hall of the stepill ilk day betoizt ten 
hoaris befoir none and thrie honris ef ter none till the 
connsell tak sum f order cours anent his liberation." 

Of the guests for whose entertainment provision 
was thus made a few particulars may be quoted: — 
1633— Jan, ^5— "John Brown, at the Bist Poirt, 
accnsit for drawing of ane ait stok pertening to John 
Oleghorne, standing in the yaird of Thomas Young 
thair, denyit the samyn; and thairefter John Hors- 
bruik, being sworne, avowit he saw him draw the 
samyn upon Fryday last at nicht, and caryit the 
samyn till his awin heme on the uther syd of the 
gait. Ordanes John Brown to be wairdit in the 
stepill, thairin to remane till Tysday cum aucht 
dayis, and than not to be relevit till he pay to the 
theasurer ten pundis, and than to be put ather in 
the irnes or stockis at the mercat crooe, and bring 
the comes bund besyd him, and remane in the 
saidis stockis fra ten houris befoir none till four 
houris efter none. And gif the lyk fait be fond and 
tryit on him he to suffer death, of his awin consent. 
April 1 — Ordanes Patrik Bullo to be put in the 
irnes presentlie, thairin to remane nnlowsit out till 
this day auoht dayis for wrang done be him to the 
bailyie. Ordanes Oristian Bobesone to enter in 
waird in the stepill, thairin to remane till soho pay 

• " Gad," au iron rod with rings or shsckles attached to 
which pruonsTB were fastened. 
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ane dolour for mureporting of the ootinMll. Ifov, tS 
— Anent the generall complaint maid of certane in- 
habitants for railling odt, misoalling, and luuiing of 
the brekeris of the taxatioan,* ordanes the proveist 
and bailyeis to cans warne all these raillaris in the 
atepill, thairin to remane foartie-ancht hoaris. Dee, 
^— Oomperit Adam Newton and being ohallengit 
for steilling the blankettis of his awin bed, being 
then servant to nmqohile Margaret Gbisholme, ana 
of ane harrow pertening to John Williamsone, and 
of ane mutour stand pertening to Miohell Newtoun, 
his brother, and of sum hedder pertening to Bessie 
^ Broderstanes, grantit the samyn and cummes in 

I will." Whether or not Adam expiated his offenoes 

in dnranoe vile the record saith not; Perhaps, re- 
pentant, he turned over a new leaf, and lived honest- 
ly ever after, bat it is nnfortonate that the only 
episode in his career which has come down to pos- 
terity is so little to his credit. 

It is noticeable that in the older records what is 
now the west end of the High Street is referred to as 
the west end of the burgh. This practice points to 
what there is much reason to believe is the fact that 
^ the original hurgesHS of Peebles, to whom the sover- 

I eigns gave charters with corporate privileges and 

grants of lands, were those who held '*stob and 
staik "t in the new town. The " natives " of the Old 
Town, who, in the days before the first David was king, 
celebrated divine worship in the church of ** Pobles" 
and tilled the oarucate of land belonging to it, con- 
sisted of churchmen and their dependants; and had it 
not been that successive Scottish kings discovered in 
the neighbourhood of the church a residence suited 
to the requirements both of goverment and pleasure, 
^ Pobles would perhaps never have attained higher 

rank than have its rural neighbours Stoboc and 
Pen Jacob. At an early period the two divisions were 
regarded as parts of the same whole, but for a long 
time the Old Town is mentioned in the records as the 
district "beyond the watter " (1465 et seq,) The 
principal street was called the **gait passand fra 
Peblis bng to Sant Andre's Eyrk " (1481 and 1498.) 
There had been thus early, in addition to the primi- 

* A heavy tax levied in 1683 by the parliament which 

B was held on the occasion of the first visit of Charles to 

BcntlKiid after his accession. To this parliament James 

Williamsone was the commlBsioner appointed to represent 

tbe burgh of Peebles. 

fAn ancient expression, meaning that eaoh bufgess 
ifaooki have a permanent nsidenoe in the burgh. 
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Uw iftitiotare »t the foot of the Briggait, a bridge 
spenning the itreun »t the point where the present , 

one eonneote the High Street with the Old Town. 
Previoiu to the fint bridge being erected there it is 
probable that, on aoeonnt of the steep acliTity oo the 
■oath nde, before the Oaetlehill got its neck filed 
down, the weet end of the bnrgh was reached by a 
ford aoroei Peblie water (there was then oo impoanding 
caold), reached by the sonth lane forming a continaa- 
tion of the Leidgate. This lane is referred to in the 
description of a piece of ground embracing the site of J 

what may now, in view of the approaching migration, ' 

be termed the old West U.P. Ohnrch :—8th July 
1560^** Frere Gilbert Broune, minister of the Orooe 
Kirk of Peblis, with consent of the oonTont of the 
■amin, viz., of freris (friars) John Bobyn, Thomas 
Smyth, John Newtonn, and Jamee Lowys. religions 
men, passit to thair land and biggin callit Hannykyn 
kill steid, and yard of the samin, lyand within the 
bargh of Peblis in the Anld Tonne, on the sonth syde 
of the samyn, betnix the comon vrnell passand to 
Peblis water on the est part, Peblis water on the 
south part, and the King's street on the north part; 
and thair the said Gilbert Bronne, with consent of 
the said convent,^* resigned the property in favour of ^ 

**Nieholl Vache, bnrges of Peblis, and Margreit Smyth, 
his spons.** An adjacent " waist land lyand in the I 

anld tonne,*' also extending between ** Peblis water ] 

on the sonth and the King's calsay on the north," was 
at same time transferred to Vache and his sponse, 
who thereby became liable for payment of the 
**dewite and annnellis aold nsit and wont to the 
baillies, connsale, and commnnite." In the town's 
rent roll in 1498 the property appears as *' Sir John 
Hannikyns [or ELammksins as prmted] land beyoand 
the water, of his kill, xxd. yerly." In a rental of 
1660 it is entered as ** Sir John Hannikyn land, now 
the Grooe Kyrkia, xxd." 

Another Fennel, called in old maps Usher's Wynd, 
leading from the Northgait towards ** Peblis " water, 
and doubtless by a ford to the *'anld come miln," 
is sometimes noticed in the reoords. In the follow, 
ing extract the origin of the name is satisfactorily 
accounted for :— ** 6th Oct, i^5— Gilbert Wilyheson, 
burges of Peblis, passit to the land and tenement of 
Jhooe Hwschar [Usher] Hand in the said bargh in the 
Northgait, on the west sid, betuix the land of George 
Young on the south pairt and the oomone Ten^ 
■trekimd to Peblis watter on the north pairt, and 
thair the Mid Gilbert gdf up and retiffoit " ftk of 
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•anml rent (payable to him forth off the property), 
in favoar of the miniiterand oonTent of the ' ' Haly 
Oroaskirlc of Pebli8,*'for which they were **todo 
yearly ane annivenair for the said Gilbert and hia 
tpons the day of his deoeii, with diriffe at eremoog 
and mesMB on the mome.*' 

The winners of the bell at the annual horse race 

nsnally returned it with an augmentation: — 4^ May 

163S — **In presence of the provest and bsilyies of 

the said brughe, oomperit Cfharles Pringle, Durges 

of Pebles, and beoome cautioner for Sir Johnne 

Seytoune of Sanct Germanes, quha haiflng this day 

be hia horse win the bell of Pebles with the name 

and armes of my lord earle of TraquaJr, in anno 1634, 

with ane lyttle bell augmented therto be John 

Hamiltoune of the Ness, in anno 1628, with ane 

other bell augmented therto be Johnne Scott of 

Hondilshoipe, in anno 1690, the said bell being also 

win be omqohile Sir Archibald Murray of Black- 

baronie, knioht, with his name and armes, togither 

also with ane plaitt of silver, also appendit to the 

said bell, bearand— ' Win be me, Bobert Pringle of 

Blindlie, 1632;' the said bell and haill pendicles ther- 

of all weyand 13} unce silver. Qunilk bell and 

pendicles the said Oharles Pringill obleissii him to 

produce befoir the provest and bailyeis upoun the 

fourt or fyft dayes of Maij nixtocum, togither with 

the augmentatione thairto at the said Sir John his 

pleasure." 4th May i659— William Govane, in Oar- 

dronna, is caution in like manner for John Dalyell 

of Newtoune, whose horse this year had won the 

bell. The bell, *' with tua uther lyttle bells and tua 

other pendicles," now wei|;hed 14} ounces. 

The celebra^on of marriages on market days seems 
to have been prohibited by the presbytery: — 168$ — 
Dtoember tt — ** William Stewinsone, in Slailyeo, 
actit himself to produce befoir the moderator and 
remanent brethrene of (he presbiterie of Peblis, in 
thair meeting to be hsldin on the last day of Decem- 
ber, £10, and that for transgressing of ane act of the 
said presbyterie, maid and done be Walter Scheell in 
Elailyeo, in appoyntiog the marriage of his dochter 
with Thomas Heckfnrd, in Innerleithen, to be (his 
present day being the mercate day of this burgbe of 
reblii, and sua contndr the said act." 

Selections from accounts, 1632-3:— idlAf— 2^. 10 
—"Being directed to Edinborgh for calling the 
suspensioun contra Bryce Semplll, I remanit four 
dayes, £6. Dee. If —To James Haldin for mending 
som holea in the tolboith, 26c 8d; item, for 60 nailUs 
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thert<H 6i 8d; for oarrying idaittia from the aold 
kirk and lyme from Tueid brig, 4m, 16SS—Jan. 8— 
To Alexander Bwmond to buy ane catechise, 8d. 
Jan. 11— To Thomas Bell, Hector and Mergerat 
Dikiaones, to bny everie ane of thame ane catechise, 
2s. Jan, 1^1 being directed to Ediobargh for 
taking bak the toons proces from Mr William Boottis 
chalmer and delyTcring again > to Mr Harie, and 
calling the samyn, and baying of timber for the 
ohappell and tonnis lodgeiog, being four dayis re- 
maining, £6. Payit to John Bewle for 24 daiUis, 
£12. Item, for tua tries to the chappell for bandis 
to the saitis thair, 408. Item, for the cariage therof 
and cnstome, £6 28. Jan, tt—To John Stoddart 
for mending the locke of the chappell doore and 
keye therto, 6s 8d. Item, for fyve faddome of 
towis to the steipill bell, and for buckling the 
toung therof, Ss 4d. Jp(s6nui9*y— Item, when the 
merohdes betuix Mr Hewe Ker and the toun wer 
▼isited and layed in, with the provost, baillies, and 
visitonris, 408. Item, to the provost, being directed 
to m^ lord Traquair for Pait BuUo his busines, he 
remamit fonr dayis, three doUooris, £8, 148. To 
James Haddane for the mending of the stookis, Gs. 
8d. Item, for helping to lift up and doun the portes, 
13s. 4d. Item, agreed with James Haddone for 
mending the saides portes, £10. Given to Patrike 
Vaitche for extract of the townes valuationn, £4. 
Item, to hia man in drynk silver, Ss. Feb. £6—1 
being directed to Edinbui^g^h for calling of Pait 
Bulloe*s waikning and agreeing with the knok maker, 
remaining four dayes, £6. Item, with him and 
James Williamsone, at our agreement, 1 pynt of 
wyne, lOs. Item, for building the salt in the 
chaippell, £10, ISs. 4d. Item, to myself directed to 
seik tne sklaiter throu Brochtoun, Glenwhome, and 
Drummalyer, SOs. Item, the provest and baillies at 
agriement with him, 249. To James Haddane for 
taking donn of the orelege bred (clock dial), SOs.; for 
taking doun therof 8 faddome towis, 138. 4d. April 
4—A.t Edinburgh for staying of Mr Bobert Burnetis 
signatour, 3 dayes, £3 lOs. [Burnet of Gringletie, 
suooessor of the laird of Haltoun, had at this time 
cUspntes with the town as to Hammilton Hill and 
Kidston.] With the knok-maker to cans exped 
the bred of the orlege, a pynt of wyne, lOs. To 
ane boy to go to Skirling to stay the sklaiter 
who was appointed to oome, 10s. Item, to 
William Tempill's doohter, ane of the spinsters, 
24a. [In May and June 1633 authority was 
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giTen for "the taking of »iie hoUB for the mistreu 
and baimee of the lytill qnheill to be erectlt for 
leiming of the young anes. of this bnrghe to spyn."] 
For a thousand sklaitt to the chaippell and tolbuith, 
£7. Item, to the sklaitter for his feye, 13s. 4d. To 
the knokmaker for hit waiges, £23, 68. 8d.; item, to 
his man in drynk silver, 288. ; item, the provest and 
baillies in Patrik Yaitches at his bonaila, 248.; item, 
for ane hyred nafg to him fra Edinburgh to this town, 
328.; item, for a naig to carie him haime, 248.; item, 
for his interteinmeent heir aucht dayis, with his man 
and his horse and ane utber man the first nycht, £8, 
10s. Item, for fyreing the knocke and making the 
compter paisse to the band and for thrie yron wairds 
to the horologe bred, ISs. 4d. For tua rigging stanes 
to the obapell, 248. For laying in of the oaull and 
casting the dame, £6, I3s. 4d. For oarieing a myll- 
stone fra the auld mylne to the rood mylne, being a 
dusounof men, 20s. To the carter for oarieing the 
staine out of the rood mylne to the auld mylne, 488. 
To Isobell Brotherstains, when the provost and baillies 
took the hous fray William Porteous to the spinners, 
17s. 4d. To James Haldane for setting on a lock on 
the commoun kist, 2s. 8d. ; item, a kandill to set it 
on, 4d. Item, at command of the provost and 
baillies when the commissioners for parliament and 
borowis was soiled, 48s.; item, a candill at the seal- 
ing thairof, 4d. Two candill at the seiking out of 
King James chartour furth of the kist, 8d. Item, to 
ane boy that brocht the Frenche woman, d6s. To 
Steine Thomesone and A.ndro Frank who brocht haime 
the wheile for spinning. 408. To Marione Stodderts 
lasse, spinster, 128. ; item, four of the spinster lasses, 
48s. ; item, to Oharles Portes las, 128. ; item, a load of 
peitis to the Frenche woman, 6s. Item, in Patrik 
Vaitobes hous when the letters wer written to the 
byschope. [As to other communications with the 
bishop see printed Records, p. 418.] For chaingeing 
of seiven doUouris in gold and Inglische testans, 138. 
To James Williamsone, commissioner for the parlia- 
ment, £66, 13b. 4d. To the post that brooht the pre- 
cept for «be parliunent, 24m?* 
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XVII. 

St Leonabd's Hospital — Alxshousb—Endow: 
MINTS OF St Mabt*s Chapxl— Corn and 
Waulk Mills of Innkblkithbn— Thomas- 
hauch ob kibnkhauoh— hillhouses. 

John Spottibwood of that Ilk, advocate, compiled, 
and hU aon, in 1724, poblished "An Aocoant of all tlio 
Beligiooi Houus that were in Scotland at the time 
of the Beformation," in which were ennmerated 
twenty-eight hoepitali, all governed by a Baperior 
called Maffitter or Master, partaking of a religions 
character, and need for the porpoees of reoeitring 
strangers and pilgrims and for maintaining poor and 
infirm people. This list of hospitals did not profess 
to be a complete one, and, indeed, as sabsequent 
investigations have shown, such institutions, like 
churches and chapels, to which they were beneficent 
auxiliaries, were distributed in considerable numbers 
throughout the land. Three of the hospitals men- 
tioned by Spottiswood were dedicated to St Leonard, 
and were said to be situated near the towns of 
Edinburgh, Lanark, snd Peebles respectively; and a 
fourth, under the same patronage, is now known to 
have been located in the outskirts of Perth. St 
Leonard, the founder of a famous monastery, was 
of noble parentage and brought up in the court of 
Glovis, the first "Most Christian King" of the 
Franks. Becoming a monk, he occupied a forest 
retreat, where on one occasion his skilful services to- 
wards the Queen, when taken suddenly ill while on a 
hunting expedition in company with her royal 
consort, were rewarded by an extensive grant of land. 
Noted also for his charity towards captives and 
prisoners, with the reputation of having worked 
miracles on their behalf, St Leonard is usually repre- 
sented in paintings and other works of art as holding 
chains and fetters; and it was doubtless on account of 
the estimation in which he was held as a succourer of 
the distressed that he became a favourite guardian 
saint of hospitals. 

Spottiswood got his information regarding the 
Peebles hospital from a charter, dated 25th July 1427, 
whereby King James I. granted to hii confessor, 
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David Rait, of the Order of Pretohing Frian, the 
hospital of St Leonard, near the town of Peblis (jtuOa 
vUlam de PMit) the mastenhip of which was vacant 
by promotion of George of Lawedre to the 
biBhoprio of Argyle. In a charter, a few years later 
in date (2nd December 1440), ceitain lands litaated 
eastward of Peblis are described as bounded on the 
west by the lands of the hospital; and tradition, 
corroborated by this charter and other similar docn- 
ments, locates the boiiding on the south side of the 
Innerleithen Road, at a place called Chapel Yards, 
adjoining the ruins of Horsbrugh Oastle. In Blaeu's 
Ifap ( Chambers* History^ p. 180), made up from a 
anrTey made by Timothy Pont in 1608, "The Ohapel" 
is also shown at this point, and it may safely be 
assumed that at least the remains of the hospital or 
the chapel in connection with it were then in 
axistenoe. 

In the royal charters to the burgh of Peebles 
stipulation is made for the annual payment to the 
hospital of two merks, or £1, 6s. 8d. Scots, yearly, 
out of the crown revenues derived from the burgh. 
In the earliest preserved account passed by the 
bailies in exchequer, viz., in 1327, when Bruce was 
king, the payment is dOs. yearly, and the same con- 
tribution is repeated down till 1366, in which year 
the entry runs thus: — " And to the master of the 
hospital of Peblys in part payment of 30b. owing to 
him of his yearly pension, 26s. 8d." From this time 
the lesser sum became the regular payment, and was 
thst which, as Just mentioned, the charters made 
provision for. m the entry above quoted the pay- 
ment is said to be made **magistro hoipUalU de 
PeMie." In other accounts he is styled *' magiitro 
hofpUoUis Sancti Leonardi de PeMU" the last two 
words again varying to "Juxta PtblieJ" The three 
designations were thus used promiscuously, but they 
obviouslv all apply to the hospital at Chapel Yards. 
An almshouse adjoining St Mary's Chapel in Peebles, 
the chaplains being tutors and overseers of it, was 
established about the year 1462, and it also became 
identified with the name of St Leonard, but it is not 
probable that the new almshouse and the older 
institution, with their respective endowments, ever 
becante amalgamated. On the eve of the Reformation 
(26th June 1558; printed Records, p. 248), John Hay, 
brother german of Thomas Hay of Smithfield, waa, 
in virtue of letters of gift, running in the Queen's 
name, vested in the perpetual preoeptorv of the 
hospital of St Lwmard *^ daring hii lifetime/' and the 
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ceremony of inTestitnre wm performed "in the 
chapel of St Leonard, at the high altar thereof. " Hay 
is not here deBig;nated a cleric, but as the missal 
hook, chalioe, casuble, alb, and other vettmenta of 
the chapel, the symbols used in the induction of 
chaplains, were delivered to him, it may almost be 
inferred that he possessed some qnalification in holy 
orders. At this time John Tuedy is believed to have 
been chaplain of St Mary^s Ohapel, as in the subse- 
qaent year he is found, in that character, disposing 
of a piece of ground in Arnot's Haugh which had 
belonged to St Mary's. The chapel of St Leonard's 
which Hay acquired, and the bestowal of which 
rested with the Crown, would therefore be the one 
at Chapel Yards. After the Reformation the ** pre- 
ceptory " became secularised, and on 17th July 1624 
John Hay is served heir of Alexander Hay of Smith- 
field in the *' acres of St Leonard adjacent (juata) to 
the chapel of the same, near (prope) the burgh of 
Peblis, which lands are called the " Chapelyairds of 
Sant Leonardis."* The property now forms part of 
the Eshiels estate. 

Reverting to the earlier history of the hospital, though 
the founding of it cannot be traced, a very ancient 
notice of one of its endowments occurs in the re- 
port of an '* Inquisition taken at Pebbles on Monday 
next before the nativity of *St John the Baptist, in 
the 33rd year of the reign of Edward I." (21st June 
1305, during Edward's usurpation), whereby it was 
found that it would not be to the King's damage if 
William Opkeliok demised his manor of Westropkeliok 
to Eblo de Montibus, or another, for 13 years, for the 
usual seryioes, inoludins; the payment of 48. yearly 
to the Hospital of Pebbles.t 

John of Peblis, the same it is assumed who in 1362 
was the collector of the " tenth penny "X from the 
deaneries of Lanark, Peblis, and Eskdale, and who 
subsequently became bishop of Dnnkeld and held 

• ReiouTt of Services: Shire of Peebles. 

f The other " services " were payment of 9 marks yearly 
to the King ; 12 chaldera of provender when the King comes 
to Pebbles, and if not, 48. for each chalder; a suitor at the 
court of Pebbles, and the third of a knight's service in the 
Kins's Scottish army and flndinar a man at St James's day 
for 8 days during Roxburgh fair, to keep the road through 
Minche Moor from robbers.— Bain's Calendar «/ Documentt 
relatinff to Scotland, vol. ii., No. 1675. 

X The tenth penny of church property was allowed by the 
Pope to be collected as a contribution towards the price 
agreed to be paid for the ransom of King David. 
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high rank in the oooneiU of the oatioii dariogr the 
EeiffDt of David »nd his snooeBior, warn master of the 
hoepital of Peebles, and being desirous of founding 
a ohapel in the burgh in honour of the glorions 
Virgin Mary, obtained from the King a grant of 
ground for the purpoee.§ In the letters or obarter 
by the King, dated 8th March 1362-3 (printed 
charters, p. 8), requiring the bailies to asMitn a stanoe 
for the chapel, the extent of ground wanted was 
stated to be only 48 feet in length and 24 feet in 
breadth. The request to give off so small an area 
was easily complied with, and a suitable site was 
obtained at the west end of the Hii{h Street, dere 
accordingly the chapel was erected, and it was not 
till about the end of last century that the last of the 
structure disappeared. The chapel, shortly after its 
establishment, received a suhetanfcial endowment 
from the King. The srant referred to was contained 
in a charter dated 20tb September 1367, which is 
still in existence, and as it is not known to have been 
printed a full translation is here given : — 

David, by the irrace of God, King of Scots.— To all irood 
men of bis whole land, clerics and laics, greetinir —Know 
that we, moved by divine charity, for the weal of oar soul 
and of the rouIs of all our auoeAtors and successors, kinss of 
Scotland, have given, inranied, and by this our present 
charter confirmed to Gk>d and the chapel of St Mary newly 
founded within the burgh of Peblvs, and to the chaplain 
celebratimr and to celebrate divine service there for ever, 
our mill of Innerlethane, with our whole astncted multures, 
which formerly pertained to our mill of Traquaire, on the 
north side of ti^e water of Twed, from the town (viUa) of 
Horsburk to Uatehopebume, tu hold and belong.to the mid 
chaplain in the said chapel celebrating and for ever to cele- 
brate divine service as afore!«aid, for his maintenance for 
ever, in pure and perpetual alms, as freely, quietly, fully, 
wholly, and honourably, as any rents in any other place 
within our kingdom of Scotland are freely, quietly, and 
honourably, in pure and perpetual alms, given or granted. 
In testimony whereof, to our present charter we order our 
seal to be appended. Witnesses, the venerable fathers in 
Christ, William, bishop of St Andrews; and Patrick, bishop of 
Brechin, our chancellor; Robert, steward of Scotland, earl 
of Stratheme, our nephew; William, earl of Douglas; 
Robert of Erskyne; Archibald of Douglas, Hugh of 
Kglynffton; and Walter of Halyburton, knighta. — At 
Edinburgh on the 20th day of September, in the year of our 
reign the 38th. 

§ It is not made evident whether John of Peblis founded 
the hospital in his personal or his ofBoial capacity, though 
tlie greater likelihood is that he was acting indiridually, 
as no succeeding msfter of ihe hospital is found exercising 
patronage iu Um i^pointment of chaplains. 
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Either m pertinents of the original gift, or acquired 
by Bubaeqnent donation, the chapel is found to have 
been endowed not only with the oom and wanlk or ( 

fulling mills of Innerleithen, but also with the ad- | 

joining: lands of Thomashaaoh and Hillhou8es;'and | 

these possessions, or at least the revenues derived from ' 

them, the bargh became entitled to, at first as'patrons | 

of the cbapel and afterwards in their own right 
under King James' charter of 1621. At the time of I 

the Reformation, and for a few years subsequently, 
Sir John Tuedy was chaplain, but in 1564 he resigned I 

the benefice in favour of Gilbert Tuedy, who got a gift ' 

of it. from the ** baillies, counsale, and communite, ^ 

as unduutit patrones thairof." In the course of ad- ! 

ministration of the property, Gilbert Tnedie bad in 
July 1596, with consent of the patrons, and also of 
** James Soott in Handillishope," who it appears had 
also acquired an interest in the chaplainry, granted,' a 
feu charter to Alexander Horsbruik of that Ilk ^of 
** our lands of Innerlethen called the Hilbousses, with 
the pertinents, sometime occupied by George,^ Robert, 
and William Horsbruik, with our fulling mill called 
the walk mylne of Innerleithen, with the lands,.millB, 
pasturages, and pertinents."* This feu was^ con- 
firmed by a Grown charter in 1609, and seven years J 
afterwards (1616) Rorsbraik convened the.property to \! 
John and Robert Horsbruik jointly. After the I 
demise of Tuedie and Scott, there has not j. been 
noticed any appointment of another chaplain, and 
probably the town council looked after theirevenues 
on their own account. Thus on 18tb October 1613 
there is a note in the record ** to remember that thair 
commoun of Hioderletbene nixt Pirne, becaust be 
(the laird of Pirne) bes teillit, be teillit be the burgh 
the next yeir. 16th July 1616^To fauch [fallow] ^ 
ane pairt of Innerlethene. t(Mi Oct. 16tS — Ordaines 
the commoun kist to be socht for the rentall of the 
milne of Innerleithen. 19th Jan. 16t4 — The persons 
grantis the baifing of the chartour of the mylne of 
Innerlethen and other writs, qubilk be promeist to 

S reduce the nixt counsell day. ind Fd>. — He pro- 
ucit the writtis, quhilkis ar^ordanit ^to be^,put,Jn 
againe in the kist." 

Meantime the burgh's great charterFof 1621 had 
been obtained, and by it, besides confirmation of the 
charters by King David, Innerleithen property was 

*The charter, ag narrated (in) two others granted to 
Horsbniik's sacoessors on 26th October 1636, is said to have 
been datsd at the place (Zoeiwi) of Neidpath and burgh of 
Peblis in the court of the same, 17th and 20th July 1696. 
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specially bestowed upon the burgh. Perhftps in 
consequence of the increased efficiency of their title 
the town council were now endeavouring to realise 
a more substantial return from their property, 
eliciting the following supplication from their fenars 
or tenants:— "My lord provest, bailyeis and counsall 
of the burgh of Peblis: Unto your lordship and 
wisdomes humlie meanes and schawes we, your ser- 
vitouris and tennentis, Alexander Tait of Pirne, 
Johnne Horsburgh, elder, in Hilhoussis of Inner- 
leithen,^ and Johnne Horsburgh, youogar, thair, that 
quhair it is not unknawin to your wisdomes that we 
haif in possessioun your wisdomes and the guid 
tonn of Peblis milne of Innerleithen, mill landis, 
walkmylne, and pertinentis thairof, and ar willing 
to pay to your wisdomes the dewties contentit in our 
writtis and securities maid to us thairof; beseikand 
heirfoir your wisdomes to appoint us ana convenient 
day that we may bring and produce our writtis- 
befoir your wisdomes, and that your wisdomes wald 
than accept of the dewties and dew service addebtit 
be ws thairfoir." On this supplication there is a 
note, dated 14th May 1624, bearing that the '* haill 
supplicantis, present, promeist to produce the haill 
writtis befor counsell this day auoht dayis;*' but the 
% minutes do not show that the promise was fulfilled; 

and in any case a settlement was not sriived at, as a 
few years afterwards the parties entered upon 
litigation in the Court of Session. From the sum- 
mons, which passed under the signet on 9th January 
1628, the following excerpts are taken:— 

ForsamekiU as it is humlie meaait and schawin to W8;be 
our lovirtis the proveist, baiUies, counsall, and oommeanitie 
of the brugh of Peblis, that quhair they ar dewlie and 

> heretabillie infeft and oaisit in all and sindrie the landis, 

mjines, multouris, annuel rentis, tenementis, and utheris, 
perleintng to the chaplanrie caliit the Virgine Marie 
fowndit within our aaid bui^h of Peblifi, of the quhilk 
chaplanrie the come and waulk m\lneti of Innerleithen, 
with the m>lne landis, multouris. sukin and knaveschip, 
and landis of Tliomashauch aliat Kirnehaucb, lyand beneth 
the landis of Innerleithen besyde the cours and ryning of 
the water of Tueid pertenlng to the said cerne mylne; and 
landis caliit the Hilhoussis, with housslii, biggini^s, and 
all thair pertinentis pertening to the said waulk m>liie, as 
propper, pairtls, pendicles, and pertinentis of the patrimonie 

L- of the said chaplanrie. Lykeas umquhile Gilbert Tuedie 

and umquhile James Scntt. chaplanis of the said chaplanrie, 
at the leist they or aither of thame wer in peciabill posses- 

1 sioun of the samyn chaplanrie as chaplanis thairof, and be 

thame selfls and utheris in thair names, to thair behuif, 

. • ntilitie, and profeit, brulkit, Joyset^ and possest the saldis 



i 
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[mills and lands], and all thair pertinentls abore speoifelt, 
aa propper, pairtes, pendicles, and pertinentis of the patri- 
monie <n tbe said diaplanrie, be apllfrinff and ressaveingf of 
the yeirlie dewties efterspedteit, viz., of 18 boliis ?ictuall, 
with the tustentatioan of tbe said oorne mylne in all 
neoessarifl, togidder with 12 cau pones as for the dewties of 
the said oorne mylne. Item, the sowme of fourtie schilling's 
of yeirlie rent and dewtie for the saidis land is of Thomas- 
haooh. Item, £8 money and 24 caupones yeirlie, togidder 
with £8 everie thrie yeir in name of gersum as for tbe 
dewtie of the said waulk mylne and waulk mylne landis 
eallit Hillhoussis, with the pertinentis, aset and wont to be 
payit to the saidis chsplanis be the posseesouris and oc- 
cupyeris thairof: and trew it is that Alexander Tait of 
Pime and omquhlle Tait of Pime, his father, and 

thair predeoessouris, quha bruikit and Juyset the said oorne 
mylne of Innerleithen, mylne landis, and landis of Thomaa- 
hauoh altos Kimehaaoh, with the pertinentis, as tennentis 
to the saidis chaplauis, payit the foirsaid yeirlie dewtie. . 
. . . Lykeas Johne Horsbruik, elder in Hilhoussis, and 
Johns Horsbruik, younger thair, and umquhile Hors- 

bruikis, thair fatherisaud thair predioessouris, qaha bruikit, 
joyset, and possest the said waulk mylne of Innerleithen, 
with the landis of Hilhoussis and thair pertinentis, aa 
tennentis of the saidis chaplania, payit yeirlie thairfor the 
foirsaid yeirlie dewtie, . . . yerlie, be the space of 
threttie yeiris, at the leist be the space of tweatie yeiris 
now bygane, preceding the deceis of the said umquhile 
James boott, last chaplane of the said chaplanrie quha 
deoeisit 16 : And albeit the saidis Alexander Tait of 
Pime, Qeorge Tait, his sone, Lawder, spous to the 

said George, and Tait, thair sone, and William 

Lawder, brother to Lawder of that Uk, be thameselfis, 

thair servandis, complices, and utheris [have possessed the 
mill and mill lands of Innerleithen and lands of Thomas- 
hauch during the four years 1624-7, and the Horsbruiks, 
elder and younger, have possessed the waulk mill and lands 
of Hillhouses for same period, and are owing the said duties 
payable therefor to the oomplainers], quha ar now beoum 
in tbe vice and place of the saidis chaplania. . . . Never- 
theless they wranguslie ref uis. postpone, and defer to do 
the samyn without they be oompellit 

Tbe case, or it may have been a supplementary 
one, casts up again in the Gonrt of Session a couple 
of years afterwards. On 12th Dea 1629 the lords 
issued a decree ordering Alexander Tait of Pime to 
produce his writs, aud on 22nd of the following 
month a charter and sasine were lodged. The last 
indorsation on the decree is the bric^ one — **6th June 
1630— To see," after which farther trace of the pro- 
ceedings are lost. In 1632 the sheriff court nad 
been resorted to: — March 6 — **Ordaines the thesaurar 
to insist in persute befoir the shereff in the removing 
at the tonnes instance aganes the laird of Pirne." 
Then in tbe accounts there are payments to tbe 
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elerk ** for writing of ane precept ag^nei aald Pime 
for removing;*' to an officer "for charging of auld 
Pirne for the first dyett; to the olerk for act silver 
quhen Pimes actloan waa callit befoir the ehereff; 
and to Patrick TbomHOoe, baillie, being direct to 
Edinburgh be the toan for stopping of Pimes com- 
prysement.** Tbe **coinpryseaient" has apparently 
reference to proceedings taken by Lord Traqaair 
against Tait for attachment of bis lands in satisfac^ 
tion of debt, and which resulted in the Innerleithen 
property being transferred from the laird to the peer: 
— 16S3— April 1 — **Anent the charge gevin to the 
proveist, bailyeis, and ooansell at the instance of my 
lord Traqaair for infefting him in the mylne and 
lands of Innerlethen and Kirno comprysit be him 
from the laird of Pirne, qahilk being aoe mater of 
sik moment as concernis the patrimonie of this 
bnrgh, they half eleotit James Williamsone and 
Patrick Vaitche, clerk, to address tbameselffis with 
the tounes writtis to Edinburgh to thair laweris and 
tak consaltatiouu, advyse, ana directioun thairanent 
of thame. Hept, t — To be ad try sit anent Pirnes lyf 
rent, as being at the borne thir mony yeris bigane." 
16S6 — A^, J—*** The chartour of the corne mylne 
and millandis of Innerleithen grantit to my lord erle 
of Tracquair is subscry vit be the connsell and ordanit 
to be deliverit to his lordship with ane discbarge of 
all byganes." And thus terminated the dispute 
about the portion of the chapel property at Inner- 
leithen which the Taits had possessed. The feu- 
duty payable under the charter is not stated in the 
record.f 

t By a crown charter, granted by King James II. on 18th 
July 1441. and still prwenred, there is ooufirmed a charter 
by Ueonre Tayt, burd uf the Pryne (EMrn), to the bailies and 
community of the burgh of an annual rent of £1, 6s. 8d. 
Scots out of his lands of Pryne, for the maintenanoA of 
divine service at the chapel of the blessed Virgin Mary at 
the west end of the town {viUe) of Peebles. The bailies 
and community are dcHignated patrons (tutoribwi) of the 
chapel, and the annual rent is stated to have been i^i^iven in 
ezcambion fur part of the lands of Thomashalch belonging 
to it. Tayt's charter, as entrroesed in the crown one, is 
dated 90th July 1401, but there is obviously a clerical slip 
here. It was executed at ESdinburgb, and it and the con- 
firming chart*-r were pn»bably written out about the same 
time, as Sir William Orechtoun, chancellor, witnesses both, 
and he did not hold that office previous to 14S9. AmoutfSt 
the wltnMses to Tayt's charter are also Thomas Dekyson of 
Ormisten, Patrick of Lewis of Maner, and 8ir Thomas of 
Peblis, vicar of finneriethane. The counterpart of the 
transaction with Tajrt is referred to in a decrse pronoiuflsd 
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As to the other portion, consisting of the lauds of 
Hillhoases, and the waallc mill and lands connected 
with it, an arrangement whs also come to. On 26th 
October 1635, a charter vras grant-d by the town to 
John Horsbrnilc, in Hillhouses, and his; spouse, in 
one half of the property, and a similar one to John 
Horsbrnik and his son Robert in the other half. The 
fen-duty stipulated for in each charter was £4, 3s. 4d. 
Scots yearly; but they must also, on obtaining their 
charters, have paid something cunsiderable, as on 
28th March 1636 "the pro vest is ordained to deliver 
to my lord advocat 160 merkis <>f the money ressavlt 
be him fra the Horsbruikis of Hillbousis;" and in'the 
treasurer's accounts for 1638 £60 are got from the 
provost "of the moneyis ressaved be him fra the 
feuars of Hillhoussis." On the day when the charter 
was signed, "the saidis John^and Jobn^Horsbruikis, 
being present and becuming vhsshHs to the said toun 
of Peblis, ar creat, ressavit, and ordanitiburgessisiand 
friemen of the said burgh, and they aoceptaod the 
samyn hes gevin their ayth of fidelitie thairanent as 
nse is." 

Such are some outlines in the history of an' endow- 
ment which its founders destined for the celebration 
of certain religions rites "for ever.*' The phrase is 
somewhat inapplicable to mundane arrangements, 
but in this instance, through all the vicissitudes 
of five centuries, the revenues of the royal gift 
have continuously reached the burgh in some form 
or other; and, coming as they now do into the 
common good fund, out of which contributions are 
made towards the upkeep of the Parish Church, it 
may be said that even yet they are not wholly 
diverted from the original purpose of maintaining 
religious services. Another interesting circumstance 
connected with the endowment is that King David^s 
origiuHl deed of gift, written on durable parchment 
and legible as on the day ic was penned, is still pre- 
served. With the exception of the charter giving a 
site for the chapel (1362-3) it is believed to be the 
oldest piece of writing in the burgh*s repositories. 

bylthe court of 'session on Slst July 1624, in;'an; action of 
*' Improbtttion " by the town against sundry of its va<<.sal8. 
In this document it^is stated that there was produced/' ane 
chartour grantit be the baiilies and communitie of the 
burgh of Peiblis, and tutouris to the chaiplainrie of the 
blissit Viigine Marie, situal on west end of the said 
toun, to George Tait of Pirne, of the twa pairt of the landis 
callit Thomasoauch perteining to the Siid chaplainrie.ior 
the yeirlie payment of '208. 8d., farth of his liudis of Pirne; 
of the dait 22 JuiiJ 1441; seiilit with sex seiiUs." 
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XVIII. 

The Kewabk or East Wark of Peebles — 
Traquaib and Yestbr—Traquaib Papers— 

SOOUROINO AND BANISHMENT— LaWB ANBNT 

Greenwood —Wood at Ghapelhill. 

Ck)RRE8P0NDlNO to tbe Bteeple at the West Port, 
the f ntfNnoe to the town on the east was aUo gUMrded 
by a baildin? adapted for defence. The New Wark, 
otherwue called the East Wark, is first noticed in 
the records as being in course of erection in 1488, 
when tbe building of the steeple was also in progrfss. 
On 8th May in that year, two burKesses, on their 
adrnisMion, are each required to supply four score 
**ladi8 of stanoys to tbe byggin of the Newark* at 
the est end of Peblis.*' Tbe place was ready for 
occupation in November 1494, at which time the 
lofts and vaults in it were set to three tenants for 7s., 
6i*. 8d., aud IDs., respectively, of " mayl." From 
about this time and for a few years after tbe great 
catastrophe in 1549, when tbe town was destroyed 
by the EDglish, the burgh records are almost a total 
blank, hut it has been ascertained from aootber 
source that in this interval the East Work had come 
into the possession of the chaplain of the Rood Altar 
in St Andrew's Kirk, and the farther fact is also dis- 
closed that the building itself had shared in the 
general destruction. These particulars are ascertained 
from a Report on the Muniments at TiaqUHir House, 
recently made by Sir William Eraser to tbe Royal 
Gommission on Historical Manuscripts.f In this 
collection there are preserved several documents 

• ** Wark," aooording to one of the definitions in Jamieson's 
Scottish Dietitmary^ signifies a fortification; and, in com- 
pound form, there are many exemplifications of its use in 
this sense — none perhaps occurring more frequently than 
the combination here adopted. The name was reached 
MTlthout imaginative effort, because at the start all^ortifica- 
tioDs were new; and in this way there arose many4Newark9 
besides that one whose^ 

**.... stately tower 
Looks^out from Yarrow's birchen bower." 

fAppendizlto nUith report to the Royal Commission, 
18M, ppw S41«eS. 
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relating to the Bast Work, the first in the series beiof? 
A tack or lease hy ** Sir James DaTidsoan, prebendare 
of the Rode Altare situat within the Oolledge Kirk 
of St Andro in Peblis,*' to John Stewart of Trsqaair, 
of the hnase and lodaing belonging to the said James 
Davidson, "oallit New Werk." The lease was to 
subsist daring Davidson's lifetime, the rent to be the 
sam of foar merks annnally; and it is staged that the 
grantor had leased the plaoe because he was unable 
** to hu and pdify the samin, beand brint he nur auld 
innemiea of Yngland." The tack is dated 26th March 
1550 and, thnnsh granted for his lifetime, Davidson, 
on 3rd May 1563 (probably on accnnnt of changes 
occurring at the Reformation), grantit a similar lease 
for the period of four years, at the former rent of 
four merks annually. Between the Stewarts of 
TrHquair and the Hays of Tester there were rivalries 
and feuds of old standing, and some jealousv seems 
to have been stirred up in consequence of Traquair's 
acquiaition of the East Wark. Shortly before the 
granting of the second tack, the records (16th October 
1562) bear that " John Stewart of Traquhair, knycht, 
oblissis him to the baillies, counsale, and oommuuitie, 
never to desyre to be provest, baillie, nor burges 
within the burgh of Peblis, nor to half no fortber 
pre-eminence nor intromissioun within the said burgh 
nor he hes presentlle.** Having got this assurance, 
**tbe baillies, counsale, and communitie," declare 
their willingness " that the said Johne Stewart of 
Traquhair half the Gist Work in feu ferme, providing 
alwajris that my lord provest (William, lord Hay of 
Yester's), vot be reservit to him self;'* and then 
follows the important stipulation **that the ische 
and entre to the bous heid be reservit to the saidis 
provest, baillies, counsale, and communitie in tyme 
of neid." Lord Tester's decision is not recorded at 
this time, but after his re-election in the following 
year he vetoed the proposal, and ** disasentis for his 
vot that nan half titille of the Newerk, bot that the 
samyng be reperallit and beudit of the townes 
expenssis." Traquair had therefore to be content 
with his position as lessee in the meantime. 

Under the reservation of the use of the building in 
time of need the council made it available for pur- 
poses of defence when necessary. Thus in 1572, 
when elaborate preparations were being made aeainst 
some threatened incursions of Border ** the vis and 
revaris " they resolved ** to put ane gunner in the 
Eist Work to fumis pulder (powder) to the gunnis. 
diayHS^OtdMM the Eiit Werk to be klyit and the 
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artailyerie to be sohot be Adam Hog, and to be 
oarsene be Patrik Newtoun, quhilk Patrik sail dia- 
iribntfl tbe palder as necesrite ocoarris. Ordanis 
Johne Portaa to be condaoit to walk njrchtlie on the 
Elist Werk, enterand at ix houris at evin quhill thre 
honris in tbe momyng qnhill the nycht grow langer; 
and that tbe Eist Port be nocht opynnit qnbill v 
hoaris in the momyng, and steik the samin at ix 
houris at evin qubill the nycht grow langare." 

Subsequent to 1572 there is anotber long hiatus in 
the records, but the Traquair papers again help to 
supply materials for tracing the history of the East 
Work. Amongst these there is a holograph letter, 
dated at Neidpath, 22nd September 1579, from 
William, lord Hay uf Yester, as provost, addressed 
to the bailies and council, narrating that John 
Stewart of Traquair, knight, had obtained an infeft- 
ment of tbe ** lugeing of the Eist Port " from the 
deceased James Davidson, prebendary of tbe Bood 
Altar, and had been in possession, and the ** werkis " 
(protocol books) of the late Sir William Newbie had 
been destroyed* and an authentic extract could not 
be had; therefore consenting and commanding the 
bailies and council to meet and agree to a new inf eft- 
men t. That a previous infeftment had deen recorded 
In Sir William Newbie's protocol may be doubted, 
as an obituary notice of that notary appears in the 
burgh reguter on Ist September 1551, only a year 
after Traquair got' the first lease; and neither at the 
granting of the second one nor in 1562, when he 
applied for a feu, is there any indication that he had 
previously attained the position of proprietor. Now, 
however, since Lord Yester had relented in his 
opposition, the only obstacle to the accomplishment 
of that object was removed, and a copy minute of the 
town council, dated 5th October 1579, following on 
tbe letter, bears that they granted to Sir John 
Stewart of Traquair a new infeftment of '* their Bist 
Werk of the Eist Port of the said bursh, merchand 
upon the eist and west partis with the Kiogis Streit, 
the land of Patrick Go vane on the south, and Johne 
Crawfurde land on the north partis . . upon thir 
conditions, thai ar to say :— First, the port of Eist 
Werk to be frie, keipit be the town and thair suo- 
cessouris; secundlie, that the entres of the said Eist 
Werk be patent to tham, thair ^ magistrates and 
officeris, at sic tymes as neid requiris, to pas up] the 

* This had been an erroneous assumption,. as Sir William 
Newbie's books, and those of other notaries, were produced 
to the council in 1024.— Printed BecordSj p. 364. 
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townpyk or iteir to tho Wftrk Jield and vmIo w«rk 
thftir npoan at all tymat quhen tho proveat, baiDioa, 
and ooanaall thinkif neid; and thridlio, that foar 
morkia yeirlio be paylt bo the aaid laird." A memor- 
aadnm added to the oopy minute states that on the 
aamo day Sir John Stewart reeeived infeftmeat in 
duo form from tho handa of John Piingle, hailie, in 
preienoe of Patriok Murray of Philiphangh, sheriff 
of Selkirk, James Lawson, and Alexander Govane, 
one of the bailiea.* 

Tho sitaation of the several ports determined to a 
oonsiderable extent the lioe taken by the town wkU 
when it oame to be destaned and eommenoed in 1569. 
Beginning at Patrik Oovane's yardfoot at Tweed 
Oreen, the wall prooeeded northwards and oonneoted 
on either side with the Bast Work, which oocnpied, 
aa the above description shows, the whole breadth 
of the street; and when the gate in its pend waa 
cloaed and its ramparts were manned by gunners the 

^ In the decree of Improbation, In 1624, it is stated that 
there bed been produced in Court, on behsU of Sir Junes 
Stewart of Traquair, ** ane tek of the boos and lodafing in 
Peeblit caUit the Bist Work, set be Sir James Daviidsone. 
prebeodare <A the Bade Altar situat within the OoUedge 
Kirk of St Androw in PeebUs, to John Stewart of Traattaur, 
his airis, assigneis, and saooessoarls, daring all the aayes 
and termes of the said Sir James his lyftyme, for payment 
to him of four merkis Sootis yeirlie at tna usuaU termes in 
the yeir, Witsonday and Mertimes; togidder with the said 
Sir James his consent that the wild Jhone salhave the few* 
ferme of the said boos in all tymes coming, he obtaining 
the consent of the patrone thairto; daltit Peiblis, 88th 
Marche 1660. Item, ane lettere from Williame, Lord Hav 
of Tester, proTeist of Peiblis, to the hailliee and ooansafl 
thairof. qnhalrby he consents to the givelng of infeftment 
of the foinaid hons to the said Sir Jhone Stewart, his airis, 
and assignais, and ordanis the samyn to be givin; daitet 
Neidpath, 22nd September 1679. Item, ane chartour 
grantit be the provelst, baillfes, counsall, and oommunitte 
of the burgh of Peiblis to the said Sir Jhone Stewart, his 
airis, and assigneis, quhatsumever, of the foirsaid hous, to 
be haldin of the King and his successouris in frie burgage; 
paying yearly to the prebendare of the altar of the Holy 
Cross situate in the church of St Androw Ot Peblia 688. 4d.; 
daittit Peiblis, 6th October 1679. Item, seising followinflr 
thairupon of same date." In the process of " Improbation ," 
Andro Hay, writer to the signet, Edinburgh, alAo produced 

(1) sasine dated 16th February 1679, bearing that John Hay 
ci Smeithfeild had conveyed to his uncle, John Hay, "the 
New Werk, twa voltis therof, and other pertineutis," and 

(2) sasine to himself in these subjecte, as heir to his father, 
*' John Hay, scheref and toun clerk of Peiblis," dated 29th 
April 1007. But it is not dear whether or not these writs 
refer to the Eastgate property. 
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sfoaotnra, with its mvanl extennoni, must havo pre- 
, sented an effective barrier against the approaoh of 

r Border raiden or other unweloome riaitors. From its 

{Kwition athwart the roadway, the boilding was some- 
times designated the Grosshoose. Amongst the 
Traqtudr papers are three reoeipts, dated 15o4-7t by 
John Taedy, "prebendare, and haifand the gift of 
the Bade and Halie Blade Altar, unitt and incor- 
poratt in ane, sitaat within the paroche kirk/* to 
Sir John Stewart for the rent of the tenement 
*'callit the Crocehons, qahilk is commonlie oallit 
the Eist Weirk, bnUdit above the Eist Port." 
\ With the advent of more peacefal times on the 

Border, the old fortification aeolined in strategical 
importance and fell into neglect. Probably it was 
then looked upon as an obstraction more to traffic 
than to assailants, and the ooancil in 1652 are foand 
; appointing a depatadon ** to speak my Lord Lintoun 

(the earl's son) anent the Eist Wark, which is lyklie 
to fall.*' In the following year (30th December), 
** the coansell, finding the Eist work very ruinous 
and dangerous, and lykelie to fall, for preventing 
any danger have resolved and ordeanes the samyn to 
be taken doune." The final episode in its history is 
noticed in the records three years af terwards:~f fikf 
f- September 165^—" Produced be Alexander William- 

' sone, proveist, ane dispositioun grantit and subscrivit 

be John, Lord Lintoun, in favoures of the toun, of 
the great lodging or Eist Work, for which the toun 
is to lay in and carie sex scoire loades lyme; my lord 
is to pay for the lyme, and the connsell to cans lay it 
in.** The site thus acquired, in exchange for the cart- 
age of so many loads of lime, had been cleared of the 
building in the beginning of the year, as the accounts 
show that on 13th March £4 had been paid ** to the 
; ^ workmen that cast downs the Eist Work." 

The space between the West and East Ports occa- 
sionally formed the parade ground of unhappy cul- 
prits:— if <A April 16S7—** The provest and bailyes 
ordanes Issobell Stensone, spous of James Brodder- 
stanes, sumtyme burges of Peblis, [found guiltie of 
pyking and steiling of sex tailyeis salt muttoun, ane 
capfull beir, and ane capf ull of peittis], to be tane 
presentlie to the joggis of this burgh, to be olaspit, 
and stand tharintill during the space of tua houris, 
and thairefter to be tane and scurgit fra the West 
Port of Peblis to the Eist Port, and to be banischit 
forth (tf the said burgh as ane malefactour perpetu« 
allie, and never to be sene nor fond thairinttll under 
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the pane of death, atber be drowning or utherwyis, 
at the pleaoar of the magistrattis thairof." 

Used as the coTer of the court book for the period 
1636-8, is a summons dated April 1627, in the name 
of " John, lord Hay of Yester, sheref prinoipall of 
the sherefdome of Peblis, and James Naesmyth of 
Posso, our depot." The summons was raised at the 
instance of Bobert Pringill of Ohapelhill, oomplainer, 
and sets forth that he has pertaining to him ** the 
wood growand upon the saids lands of Ghapelbill, 
perteining to him in heritage," that by act of parlia- 
ment, dated 20th October 1579, it is ordained " that 
qnhatsumevir persoan or persoanes salbe convict at 
ony tym thairef ter for catting or steilling of grein- 
wood sail pay to the owners for the first fault £10, 
[the second, £20, and the third and subsequent ones, 
£40], with the availl of the skaith done," but if the 
committer is unable to pay the peoalties he is for the 
first fault to be put in the stocks or irones for eight 
days, on bread and water; second fault, 15 days; and 
third, a month, " and to be scourgit at the end of the 
said moneth through the heid brough of the schire." 
"Notwithstanding of the said act, Bessie Brother- 
stanes, spous to Thomas Lockbart, merchant burges 
of Peblis, and the said Thomas for his entries, and 
John Greif, wricht thair, bes wranguslie, thifteons- 
lie, and malioiousUe, in the moneth of Februar and 
remanent monetbis^ in the yeiris 1624-7, .... 
cuttit and destroyit and away taine be thameself, 
thair servandis, complices, and utheris in thair 
names and be thair directionnes, furth of the saidis 
wood of Ohapelhill the numer of thrie sooir aller 
tries, fourtie birk tries, — asche tries; pryoe of the 
peice thairof our heid four pundis money; and sua 
oontravenit the said act of parliament, and thairfoir 
aucht and soold pay to the oomplainer thepryoes 
thairof; quhilk thai refuissis to do without thai be 
compellit." What was the issue of the prosecution 
does not transpire, but a marking on the margin of 
the summons, dated 24th April 1627, bears that 
"John Grieff, present, sworne, deolarit that John 
Horsburgh haifing licence of — Soot, mother to the 
persewar, and lyfrentar of the landis of Ohapelhill, 
and dwelling thairupone, to cut sum cabers, the 
deponar, at his command, cuttit sum threttene or 
fourtene caberis, quhilkis at command of the said 
John was intromettit with be Bessie Broderstanes." 
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XIX. 

Bbidobs — Stones fbom Dunstbb — Expenditube 

— GONTBIBUnON BT CONVENTION — BBIDGE 

Sweepings — Offiobbs Maugned — Town's 
Lands and Pbofebties— Mills— Weights 

AND PbIOES— SOHOOL AND SOHOOUCASTEB— 

Weddebbubne's Qbammab— Oommissionebs 
TO Pabliament, &c.— Constables— Inoohebs 
— Accounts, 1633-4— Kino David's Seal. 

In the '* Oeolocpr " chapter of Dr Cbamben* History 
of Peeblesshire it is stated that practical masons had 
expressed the opinion that some blocks of sandstone 
used in buildinK Tweed Bridge must have been ex- 
cavated from quarries near Marfield on the North 
Esk. Materials for the bridge were gathered from 
a Tariety of places, and at different periods, and it is 
likely enough that this "testimony of the rocks," 
as interpreted by local tradesmen, may be perfectly 
accurate. It has been ascertained that at least on 
one occasion a supply of stones for the bridge was 
procured from Dunsyre on the Medwvn, which, 
though situated on a different watershed of the 
Pentlands, is not far distant from Marfield on the 
Esk, and the geological strata of both districts is 
somewhat similar. Possibly it may have been the 
Dunsyre stone that was mistaken for a Marfield pro- 
duct, though it is quite conceivable that both places 
were resorted to. In the year 1635, repairs of some 
magnitude becoming necessary, the council, on 16th 
March, resolved to make inquiries **anent ane masone 
in Cliddisdaill for belting (repairing) of Tueid brig;" 
and on 25th May the treasurer was instructed, ** with 
all expeditioun, to f urnisch lyme, stanes, and all uther 
materiallis for belting and repairing of the briggis, 
speciallie Tueid Brig.' The expenditure incurred is 
detailed in the accounts, and includes the following: 
—1635— Jtme 15^** Debursit at Leith and Edinburgh 
for necessaries to the bridge work; and, first, for 12 
daillis and 6 jeistis, £9, 18s.; 6 staine of iron, wanting 
3 lb., at 33a. ilk staine, £9, 12s.; 5 staine of leid, 
wanting 12 unces, £9, 6f.; for aschod sohuile, 13i.; 
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my waidga, 3 cUyii, £i, lOt.; to Mxe oariage men, 
£4, 168.; to Tom Dewta. his oarriage of yron and 
leade being weohiier, 2(is.; for the costome and 
agrieing with the oariage men, 5e. Payit to Bobert 
and tSanderiB Meinis, thair two soonei, and a 
nychtbonr workman, being fyve in namber, 1 merk 
ilk day of 11 dayes, and to thair barroman, Sa. daylie 
the said 11 dayes, whilk with some drynk geivin to 
thame at the payment was oompted and set togither 
be the two bailUes to £41, Ids. 4d. To James Had- 
dane oon juncte with tbame in the bridge woric, 10 
dayis, £6» 13s. id.; his soane, 10 dayis, £3, 61. 8d. 
To Margret Newtonn for thair morning and foar 
hoar drynkis, ilk day 16s. 8d., £8, 6s. 8J.; item, for 
thair denner npone a Sounday, 33s. To Thomas 
Deware for oaireing of their worke loomes to Melroe, 
20b. Item, a borrowed pott was spent in melting of 
the leide, 40s.; foar burdings of hedder for the 
melting of the leid, 10s. JtUy—liyme spent for the 
bridges at syndrie tymes, 87 loads, £14, 16s.; sand 
therto, £3, 14s. Item, James Haddane gave in a 
oompte of some worke befor the two baillies, beiring 
bis oalsaying of Peiblis water staine bridge, his re- 
pairein^ of the treye bridge, and calsaying therof, 
his goemg thryse to Dawikwood, bis goeing one 
tyme .to Dunsyre for frie staines, £25, Ss. 8d. To 
James Haddane for 33 dayis at Tneide Bridge, £22; 
for his drynks the said tyme, 1 pynt aill and ane 
breade ilk day, £4, 68. 8d.; his soane working with 
him, ane groat for ilk day, £6, 12s. To James 
Haddane, and otheris f jve, waiding in Tneid watter 
and oaheing stones to lay about the pillar of the 
bridge, their bread and drynk before and efter their 
said work, 21s. 4d. S€ptemi)er— To James NicoU for 
63 peice of frie staine to the bridge, £9, 14t. To 
Flora for thrie great oake treyis to the bridge worke, 
£13, 13s, 4d. To the plewes of the Eschellis for 
oarieing of these treyis, £6, 68. 8d. For four hording 
of hedder to melt the leid in the second worke of the 
bridge, 10b. For yron and leide (by and attoar that 
whilk was bocht in Edinbargb), yron fyve qaarteris 
weoht at 37s. the staine, 568. 4d.; a staine of leide, 
37s. 6d. To fyve men for laying the great treye to 
the bridge, and to thame aponn the morne thairef ter 
for turning about the great stone and laying to the 
back thairof, 18s.'* 

The large outlay on the bridges proved a heavy 
strain on ordinary revenue, and ain application, made 
to the convention of royal burghs in 1936, for assist- 
ance was complied with. The convention records 
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for thif period are awanting and the only parfcionlan 
in the oonnoQ book regardioK the grant are con- 
tained in a minute of the following year, dealing 
with the disposal of the money: — 16S7 — NoffemberS 
— '*Anent the 700 merks restand of 800 merkis 
grantit be the borrowis in thair conventioan in Jaly 
1696, and deliv<*rit be Patrick Vaitche, clerk, to 
John Mare, thesaurer, the counsell ordanes 600 
merkis thairof of prinoipall sowme, and £32 for ane 
yeiris annnalrent, adebtit be the town to William 
Mare, merchant, banres of Edinburgh, oonforme to 
thair bond, to be deliTerit to him, and the remanent 
thairof, £32, 6s. 8d., to be gerin to the thesaurer. 
For the qnhilk oaus it is enactit that the provest, 
bailyeis, and coansell sail provyde uther 800 merkis 
insted thairof for belting and uphalding of the 
briggis, conforme to the act of oonTentioun maid 
thairanent; and in the meane tjrme to be comptable 
for the annualrent thairof." 

An arrangement seems to have been at one time 
in operation whereby the refuse gathered off the 
bridges remunerated those who kept the causeways 
in repair:— i55^—iV(wcwi6cr 17— ♦• William Lewis 
being demandit be the counsell anhidder he wald 
repair and uphold the oalsayis of baith the stane 
bnggis of Tueid and Peblis water for the sweiping 
and muck thairof, as his predecessouris was oblist to 
do befoir him, the said William deolarit that he wald 
pretend na richt nor interest to the sweiping and 
mucking of the saidis briggis in all tyme heref ter, and 
for bim and his successouris renunoeit all titill and 
possessioun thairof for ever. Oct, id— Ordanes the 
calsay upone Peblin brig to be outred and the sweip- 
ings thairof and of Tueid brig to be set." 

William Lowis who thus renounced his connec- 
tion with the bridge was probably the individual of 
that name who, a few months previously, had been 
*' wardit in the stepil " for not making payment of 
certain town's dues, and for disobedience to the ma- 
gistrates '*and speitohes uttered be him." There is 
also notice of a complaint ** maid be John Gilleis, 
officer, aganes William Lowis in saying : I compair 
the officeris of this toun to the hangman's men! " bat 
the utterance of the offensive expression was denied. 

Of miscellaneous affairs mentioned in the records 
between the years 1630 and 1640 the following may 
be noticed: — 

Town^s Lands and Properties.— 1632— Dec, 24— 
Ordanis Thomas Tuedie to be summond to the nixt 
counsell day anent the spurring out of his lands of 
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Frankisorof t and Dalatho npone the toanes land nixt 
adjacent thairto, and for delving the fail npone the 
tonnes land without licence of the toune. 16S4— 
May It — Ordanet the balk and passage betuixt the 
tonnes land of Qahytstainhill ana the Skynnerheach 
perteining to Thomas Yonng to be siohtit and oastin 
donn. Ordanes the merohes betuixt the tonnes landis 
and Thomas Tendies, baith in Dalatho and Frankis- 
land, to be siohtit, and he to produce his faitheris in- 
feftment of the mure aikeris this day xv dayis. 
Ordanes Thomas Toadies guidis, all except tua 
sowmes, to be honndit and pyndit off the mure and 
Kaidmnres. Jum iS^— Ordanes all the guidis npone 
HammildouD, Venlaw, and Kaidmnres, except the 
tonnes guidis, to be houndit; and all the guidis 
npone Eaidmure to be brocht to the Gastelhill to be 
sichtit; and speciallie that the magistrattis command 
the tonn per vices to hound Hammiltoun. Ordanes 
the tonnes deoreit aganes James Greive to be put to 
exeoutioan for eitting of the comes npoun Hnmmil- 
toun be the guidis of Over Eidstoun. ISSS—Feb. )?-> 
It is condudit that all these that had ony guidis 
pasturand upon Kaidmnres and Venlaw thir four 
yeires bigane be convenit befoir the proveist and 
bailyeis to gif and declair thair aythis quhat guidis 
they had pasturit thairupon, and mak payment con- 
form thairto, under the pane of waiixling of thair 
persoune. May 11 — Appoyntis the proveist, bailyeis, 
and maist pairt of the counsell to visit Pilmore and 
comes thairupon the mome. The counsell bes sett to 
Marioun Pringill the pece ground at the held of the 
Auld Mylne dam for ane yeir for payment of four 
merkis, reservand the casting of faill thairuponn for 
belting of the cauU of the Auld Mylne. June Si— 
Anent the wrang and oppressioun done be John 
Scott of Hondillishope* and his complices, in casting 

* In a document styled a " sospendoua of lawburrows/' 
the council on 14th July 1085, represented to the lords of 
of session that "in September 1626, John Scott of Hundilis- 
hoip, and his curatouris, and Beatrice Ker, relict of um- 
quhill James GledRtaines of Coklaw, upoun sinister narra- 
tioun maid to the lordis of our counsall and seasioun, than 
purchest letters of lawborrowes againes the complineris 
(viz., the town council ana community) and, lastlie, on 
July instant, half causit charge them be vertew of saidis 
uther auld letteres to come and find sufficient cautioun 
and lawborrowes that they, thair wyffes, bairnes, men ten- 
nentes, and servandis salbe harmles and skaithles of the 
saidis complineris/' notwithstanding that Provost Charles 
Pringill had become caution on 5th October 1625; "and 
farder the said John Scott, and the saidis complineris being 
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doun ane hoas biggit be tbe tonn upon thair proper 
laodis of Kaidmare and that pairt tbairof callit the 
Wester Qabawme, this last niobt aboat midnioht, 
all bodin in feir of weir, ref errit to the haill coonsell, 
to convene at the olerkis chalmer at ane boar efter 
none. Dec. iS—The proveist and bailyeis ar ordanit 
to send for the bird of Kaidmare to cleir the conoptis 
of tbe guidis pastarit tbairupone thir foar yeiris 
bigane, and to set doan ane mair perfyte roll and 
ordoar thairanent in tyme earning. 16S6 — April t4—' 
Otdanes the proveist and bailyeis to visit that haach 
callit the Gommoan hanch betuixt Scheilgrene and 
Litill Ormistoan. April $5 — Ordanes that dyk be- 
toixt Litill Ormistoan and Swynhope, biggit be George 
Pretsell upone the commoun, to be presentlie castin 
donn, and the caall at the heid tbairof also to be 
removit that the barne may rin in the aald water- 
gang as it was wont to do. May SS—J&mes 
WiUiamsone declarit that except the toon of Peblis 
wald gif him that aiker of land lyand in Aikerfield 
[Rosetta] gratis, withoat ony kynd of compositionn, 
he wald not half the samin nor be thair vassal nor 
acknowledge the toan to be his superioar. 1638 — 
Jan. S2 — Anent the aiker of land in Aikerfield per* 
tening to the toon of Peblis, the coonsell hes ordanit 
the said James WiUiamsone, for £40 of entres silver, 
and the bigane dewties of taa merk yeirlie, to taok 
ane new ricbt tbairof of the toan of Peblis be ane 
chartonr and sesin^, payand yeirlie heirefter the 

foirsaid yeirlie dewties, and incais 

of failyie the said James to put the toan in peciable 
possessioun and remove himself, his servand, son, 
and gnidis thairfra. 16S6 — Nov. f4— 'Appointis the 
proveist and taa bailyeis, with toa of everie quarter, 
to visit Kaidmare hillia anent ane new tilth tbairof 
upon Thursday at morne nizt, being ane fair day, 

upoun 14 July instant hard in presence of the lordis of oar 
Secrett Counsall for certaue ryottis alleadgit committed be 
ather of thame afiraines utheris, and being discussit, the 
saidis lordis ordanit ather of thame to find cautioun for 
utberis under certane great panes; qubilk the saidis com* 
plinerls hes obtemperit and obeyit And soa the com- 

Elineris haifinflr fund cautioun of befoir, and the cautiouner 
eing yitt extant en lyf and in no wors caia nor he wes the 
tyme foiresaid, but rather in better estait, the saidis com- 
plineris ar maist wrang:u8lie chargit of new agane to find 
the said cautioun and lawborrowes be vertew of the saidis 
auld letteres, and ought nawayes to find tbe samyn." 
Purties were .appointed to appear before tbe lords at Edin> 
buigh on Ist November, and interim suspension of the new 
letters and charge was granted. 
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and failyeing thairof the nixt fair day thairefter. 
1637— June li?— That the toun send, ilk day, ane to 
go ahont the hillis with the commoan hird and hoand 
the forane guidia aff the samyn. July i7— The haill 
forane Ruidis pasturand upon Eaidmare to be brocbt 
to the Castlehill, thair to remane till the owneris pay 
the bigane maillis thairfoir. The oonnsell has set to 
Alexander Mare ane tbrie yeir tak of Dalatbo for 
payment of 20 merkis yeirlie. 1638— Feb. 5 — Publica- 
tionn and intimatioun to be maid, be the toucking of 
the dram thron the toun, that all thes that hes ony | 

pairtis of Eaidmure caus teill the samyn betuizt and ' 

this day moneth, and gif they failye it salbe lesom to j 

thair next niohtboaris, or ony uther of that quarter, 
to teill and saw the samyn. April 9 — Ordanes the ^ 

offioeris, with ane drummer, to go throu the toun 
commanding all these that hes nolt or scbeip to put i 

the samyn to the commoun hirdis within 24 houris, | 

under paoe of £5, and skayth done to owneris of 
cornes. April 16 — Anent the answer maid of the 
suiting payment of the tennents of Mylntonn for the 
maillis of Kaidmure possest be thame, John Burnet 
and remanent tennentis ansuerit that they wald pay 
no maill nor dewtie for ony possessioun of the saidis 
landis this last yeir; quhilk being considderit be the 
counsell they haif coucludit that thrie or four honest 
men. at the maist fy ve, pas to the ground and appre- 
hend the saidis persounes guidis tbairupone, aud thair- 
efter to desyre the saidis persounes to mak payment 
of their saidis bigane maillis in presence of ane notar; 
and, gif they failye, to brii^^ away thair guidis to the 
Gastlebill, thair to remane quhill payment be maid. 
ApiH lS5— -Gomperit John Scheill, oommoun hird to 
the toun, and being posit quhidder he wald abyde 
and remane thair hira for the year to cum, ansuerit 
that John Young in Milton and his sons, tennentis 
to the toun, honndit and daylie houndis his guidis, 
he wald not abyde thair hird ony langer nor Witsun- 
day next. June i^— Ordanes the thesaurar to 
persew John Scott, his wyf, and servantis, for slaying 
of oertane scheip, perteining to the toun, upon Kaid- 
mure yesterday, being the Sabboth Day. Set to 
Malcolm Phillip thrie sowmes gers upon Kaidmure 
for four merkis the sowme. 

MUh,— 1633— May f!7 — Andro Diksone to await 
upon the come mylnes and uplift the muUures 
thairof, to be deliverit be him daylie to the 
thesaurer, and to mak ane noit in ane buik to be 
keipit and produoit be him. 1636— ^une 13 — 
The coanseU ordftnit that all forane victuall to 
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be brocht to thig toun salbe ground at the mybies 
of this burgh for payment for everie boll peit, 
belns, and ry, two copfulUs of the sohilling cop 
to the miller, and ane foart pairt of the quheit 
cop to James Halden, and to the keiparis of the 
mylnes at the direction of the awneria of the stuff, 
they alwyis doing suflScient and thankfull service 
thairfor; and gif ony wrangis be qualifeit the maister 
milleris and James Halden to be ansuerable thairfoir, 
and to pay for ilk fault ten merkis. Jwm SO— 
Ordanis the maister milleris to pay to the tbesaurar 
ten merkis for contravening the last act maid anent 
the grinding of comes at the mylnes, and speciallie 
Robert Corbettis stuff, and in the meane time to 
waird Andro Halden in the stepill, tbairin to remane 
quhill he pay to the said Robert Corbet fyve merkis 
tor his loisses. 

WeighU and Prices, — 16S3 — May ^ — Ordanes 
balkes and wechtis to be maid in everie baikhous for 
weying of the breid to be baiken thairat, and the 
quantite and qualitie thereof to be considderit be the 
proveiat and bailyeis thairof or sum uther they sail 
appoint for that effect; and the magistrates to 
punisch the oontravenares of the formar actis maid 
thairanent. 1635 —Augiutt 31— John Tuedie, mer- 
chant, being censurit upon his awin confession for 
selling of taa pennie candilles for four pennies, and 
being fund culpable of sindrie uther puntis in 
wrangus selling of his merchandice be wechtis 
quhilkis ar unsufScient, the cojansell has contineuit 
his pnnischment till the nixt counsell day; and in the 
meane tyme the counsell ordanes him to bring hame 
sufiQcient wairis and sell the samyn at ane competent 
rait, and to haif ane half pound brasin wecht of 
brasin wechtis matkit with the Jlure de lus* under 
the pane of ten pundis for ilk fait. 1638 — Oct, 15 — 
Ordanis the haiU aill to be proclamit to be sauld for 
sextene pennies the pynt. Ordanes the haill ait 
breid to be tryit and sauld for ancht pennies the loaf, 
and the loaf to be sextene uncis, and na loafis to be 
sauld at ony uther pryoe. 

School and Schoolmaster, — 1636 — Aug, i— Ordanes 
the thesaurar to buy Wadderburnes grammarf and 

* The fieuT de lis was the stamp or authoritative mark 
impreaaed on the standard avoir dupois pound or its aliquot 
parts. 

f For particulars retarding this early educational work 
and its distinguished author, Mr David Wedderbarae, 
master of the Grammar School of Aberdeen, see QranVs 
History of Burgh SehooU. 
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deliver the samin to the soholmaister, conform to 
the act of the barrowis at thair general conToat^^ionn. 
Now, 14 — Gompeirit Mr William Mairtene, lait 
BcholmaiBter, and being posed anent his obedience in 
removing from the sohole at Alhallowmes, conform 
to ane premonitionn maid to him in August last, 
and anent the observing of the haill injanctiounes 
subsorivit be him at his admissioun, grantit that he 
vras dulie premonisohit, and denyit that he had 
failyeit in ony of the saidis injunctiounes, and thair- 
for ould not remove; and the counsell being informit 
of the violatioun of the maist pairt of the saidis 
iujunotioanes, ordanes him to be present the nixt 
counsell day to ansner thairto. 16S? — Feb, 6— Gom- 
peirit Mr William Mairtene, scholmaister, and oon*- 
test his errour and onrsicbt in raising and executing 
ane edict for augmentatioun of his stipend to be im- 
poeit upon the haill paroohin withoat thair consent, 
and thairfor oravit homblie thair pardoun; and for 
prosequnting of the said intentit edict humblie 
cravit thair concurrence, and promeist, during his 
residence and service heir, he snld be content for the 
tounes pairt for his stipend contenit in the formar 
act at his admissioun; with the quhilk onrsicbt the 
counsell hes dispensit. 

Expentes of Commissioners to Parliaments <bc, — 
1639 — April 30^11 is statute and ordanit that in 
respect the commoun guidis ar exhaustit, and often 
imployment of oommissioneris in their present 
effairis, quhasaever salbe chosin commissioner, ather 
to parliament or uther meitingis at Edinburgh, or 
ony pairt of Louthiane, he sail half the first day of 
bis away going and the last day of his hame coming, 
ilk day zl s., and the remanent dayis of his abaid 
and awaiting xxx s. alanerlie. John Lewis, provest, 
and James Williamsone ar chosin, conjunctlie and 
severallie, oommissioneris to the ensewing parlia- 
ment and all meitings sail happin to be befoir the 
samyn. The instraotionnes and letteres froiu the 
nobilitie and oommissioneris of Edinburgh deliverit 
to them. 

Constables— 1636 — June 20 — Gomperit John Greve, 
John Frank, William Paterson, and Robert Thom- 
son, constables, and being sworne be the proveist, 
maid fayth for dew and thankfull service in the 
office of constabillischip within this burgh, ay and 
(^uhill thev be dischargit and new constables estab- 
lischit and put in thair rowmes. 

Incomers, — 1633— Jvly 1 — Ordaines all these that 
hes set houssis to sick [such] personnis as ar tlioeht 
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unneoessar and not bargessia to be panisohit oonforme 
to the former actia maid thairanent. JvJiy 15— Com- 
perit William Porteons, barges, and being oonviot in 
the unlawis for not removing of sick persounes as 
he hes set houssis to, is ordanit to be wardit till he 
pay the formar unlawis and till he remove these 
persouoes, viz., John Soott, James Smaill, Bessie 
Johnstoun, thair wyfBs and haill famelie. 16SS — 
Aprils — Ordanes the magistrattis to mak serch of 
the unlawfall and annecessar persones, incommeris 
in this burgh, and mak ane roll thairof, and report 
this day 8 dayis. 

SdecHona from Accounts, 16334*— 1633— Oct, S3— 
In compHnie with the proveist and baillies quhen 
Sir Jhone Hamiltunes men* was maid burges, pait 
for aill to Issbill Hecford, 47s. 6d.; mair to Mariane 
Horsbruik for aill, 10s. 8d.; mair to Mergrat Beid 
for wyne to Sir Johnes men, out of bis sicht, in 
companie with the proveist and baillies and sundry 
of the counsell, being 4 pyntis, 2 breid, 50s. Nov, 8 
— To Issbill Paterson, quhen Thomas Moffat carit 
ane letter to Sir John, lis. 8d. i^— To Thomas 
Johnestoun to by ane furlat meili, the cornes being 
sua lang.ont, and to cans him keip the nowlt 15 
dayis langer, 37s. To William Muire, burgess in 
Edinburf^b, for the anwellrent of 600 merkis, £40. 
1634— Jan, 3— To John Miller, sklaitfcer, for 38 
fittis of glass and wyre to the schaippill, £11, 8s. 8d.; 
for glas bandis, 33d. 4d.; 200 naillis, 10s. To 
Kobert Thomesone, for the bak hall door to the hall 
of the towne hous, £3, 6s. 8d. For thrie caissis to 
put round about the wyre, the timer being his awin, 
248. Fdf, 4— To John Miller for mending of the 
glas windowis in the towne housis, 12 fitts of 
glas at 68. 8d., £4. 13— To ane passenger eallit 
George Magumerie, 68. Oevin William Melros for 
gangiog with ane letter to Sir John Hamilton quhilk 
he sowobt him in sundry pairtis of £ist Lowdieane, 
408. 17— To John Miller, glaisingwricht, for 18 fittis 
glas and 18 fittis wyre to the towbuith windo, 
£10, 168. Gtovin Bessie Tnedy, for her schalmer 
maill to the French woman and the bairns that span, 

* ** James Lauder (and three others) servitooris to the 
richt worshipful Sir John Hamiltoun of Skirlluflr, knicht, 
admittit burgesses and friemen of the burs(h."— ifiS. Court 
Book. Sir John had at this time been appointed arbiter for 
the town in a submisHion entered into with Robert Burnet 
of Cringletie as to the boundaries between Hamilton Hill 
and Over and Nether Kidstons. As to Sir John's acquisi- 
tion and disposal of Skirling estate see History ofPeebkt" 
shire, pp. 458*4. 
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for aae ycir, £20. Mar. U—To Andio Bryddone 
for four itaiiio tii» pondis acheu, to gire Mr kUirrie 
Gibaooe^ £10, IS9. Gevin Andro Diksone for 23 
trds to wtt in the kirkyaird, £3^ 6^ 8d. Oe^ia. for 
the oew actu of parliament, 2dt. J.j». 4—Vot 5 
fnrUtis aittu to saw in Hamilton, £6, ISs. 4d. 
^j». 1£. — Gt;«in qnhen the cUrk writ the waimings 
anent Pirne and (hame of the Hilihonais, 129.; gevin 
William Mellros to gang to Henderleithin kirk to 
reid thame and for waiming of thame, 12fl. Gevin, 
in companie with the proveist, to Thomaa Naismyth 
for thrie pyntia aill to desyre him to cairrie ane 
letter to my lord Tester anent the saiddill to the 
■ecnnd hora, 4a, To James Haldane for toa midis 
calsay at the waiter wicket, £8, Ss. May 2f^To 
ane gentill woman, come from Ireland, callit Ker, 
29s. Gevin to the thrie officeris qnhen Alexander 
Hay [son of Sir John Hay, clerk register], was maid 
burgee — be wald have given thame silver, but the 
baillie causit me geve thame 24s. To James Haldane, 
with ntheris, for rowling np of grit staines to Qaeid 
brig, and for calsaing the pilleris, thrie dayis, £6; 
for fonr peisis of aik timer to Queid brig, 18s. To 
four men that past to the Bister Hill to meit the 
laird of Horsbruch anent the mairches that our men 
had castene turfs; we wrang, 13a, 4d. June 27 — To 
ane John Muir, baillie in Nortbberwik, anent 
repairing of thair herberie quhilk the haiU borowes 
had consentit and gevin him according to thair 
abillitie, £8, 148.; item, payit thrie pyntis aill, 5s. 
July— Item, for ane bras cover to King David seall,* 
6s.; item, for ane ledder wallit [leather bag] to put 
in our writis, 3s. August — To crippill Johnestone to 
himself, 6s.; and for ane hora to the Kringilltie, 4s. 
Sept. — To Andro Haldine for biging up of the hous 
at the Quhame fitt, the wallis and the timer, him 
and his sone, 468. To the guid man of Flora for 
tuelf kaiberis, 508. Item, quhen I read ]rode] 
downe to by tbame he and I drank in the Pirne, 
quhilk it sail lowe for my waidge, payit four pyntis 
aill, 6s. 8d. To ane man callit Hapkirk, for tua 
oairige from Plorra to Pebills, 12s. Oct, 10—Qevin 
John Lang, pypper, agreit with the maist pairt of 
the oounsell in Patrik Vaitchis, £10; item, heoht 

* The seal here referred to may have beeu that attached to 
one of the eharteni by Kiaft: David II. to the chapel of the 
Virgin Mary. Or, ** King David's Seal" may have been the 
designation by which the matrix of the old burgh seal was 
known. In 1636 a sum of 6s. is paid *' for mending the 
tonnes lealL'* 
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(promised) him ane pair schone, 208.; item, for the 
thryss about the cowmaneis playing, 208.; item, 
quhen guid William Tempill brak his pyppis, fceve 
him to pang to Dekeith, 298. To William Millros 
for ganging to the Bottanes with ane letter to my 
lord Yester. 24b. Item, for Patrik Thomione and 
Alexander Mnire, baillyes thair yeir fie, £4; item, 
for candill quhen thay past to the cowmane kist at 
sundry tymes this yeir bygane, 6s.; item, to myself 
to by pepper and ink, 68. 8d. 
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XX. 

P^ESBYTEBY OB EPISOOPACY— AdMINISTBATION OF 

THE Bishops— Laud's Litubgy— Commotion 
IN Chuboh Afpaibs— National Covenant- 
King's Covenant— Glasgow Genebal As- 
sembly—Abolition OF Episcopacy— Civil 
Wab. 

The hierarchical form of church government, it has 
been contended, was not altogether absent from the 
scheme set forth in the First Book of Discipline^ 
prepared by Knox and his coadiutors at the Reforma- 
tion, though on the other hand it is known that the 
provision for Superintendents, having charge of dis- 
tricts or dioceses, was only meant as a temporary ex- 
pedient, necessitated by the dearth, at the start, of 
qualified preachers. But it was not long till even the 
discarded designation was restored. As the result of 
an intrigue between the Regent Morton and other 
lay lords for securing their own aggrandisement, by 
a method which writers on ecclesiastical history have 
exposed and made their readers familiar with, the 
names and titles of bishops and archbishops, with 
the bounds of their dioceses, again came into use, and 
their functions were to some extent discharged. This 
was in 1572, and from that time onward till 1610, 
when a general assembly of the church formally 
sanctioned the episcopal order, there was a con- 
tinuous struggle between the champions of presbytery 
on the one hand and of prelacy on the other for 
supremacy, with intermittent successes and defeats 
on either side. With the triumph of prelacy in 1610 
the power of ordaining and deposing ministers, ex- 
communicating and absolving offenders, and gener- 
ally supervising church affairs in their respective 
dioceses was now vested in the bishops, who were too 
often the pliable instiuments in the king's hands for 
furthering his steadfast policy of establishing arbi- 
trary power in the crown. The administration of 
many oppressive laws, imposed with these despotic 
aims, during King James' reign and the early years of 
that of his successor, brought the episcopal system 
into bad repute, and eventually a series of exception- 
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ally irritating ioadenta, colfninatiiig in the attempt 
to foist an obnoxious Htargy upon the nation, brought 
on an open revolt. 

In Peebles, the ecclesiastioal situation seems, so far 
as the records show, to have been acquiesced in with- 
out murmur. Dr Theodore Hay had been appoint* 
ed minister in 1610, Bishop Spottiswoode being then 
in charge of the Glasgow diooese, in which Peebles 
was situated. At that time no one professing non- 
conformist views would be selected for the ministry, 
and it may therefore be assumed that Hay was a 
prelatist on principle. Indeed, he was a member of 
the court of High Commission, a judicatory which, 
superseding the functions of a general assembly, was 
specially disliked and complained of by presbyterians. 
Then the Glasgow bbhops seem to have been leninnt 
administrators. Spottiswoode was succeeded in 1615 
by Archhishop Law, a man of learning and a bounti- 
ful benefactor to the cathedral and the library of the 
college. For the building of that library, and pro- 
bably at the instigation of the bishop, contributions 
were in 1632 made by Dr Theodore Hay of 100 
merks; Hew Ker, minister of Lyne, of 20 merks, and 
Alexander Spittall, minister of Manor, of £10. 
Law died in the end of 1632, and was succeeded by 
Patrick Lindsay, who held office till his deposition 
along with the other prelates in 1638. Of Lindsay, 
John M'Ure, the historian of Glasgow, remarks-- 
**He exercised his episcopal function with great 
moderation and temper, and was indulgent in matters 
of discipline and ceremony, which he never urged 
with any vehemency; and was thought to be but 
cold in pressing these things about which so much of 
the heat of these times were spent. . . . In his 
own judgment he was much against the forming, and 
far more against the pressing the exercise of the 
liturgy and the canons.'^ In 1633, an entry in the 
burgh accounts mentions the payment of £6 '*to 
James Williamsone, being directed with the parson 
to the bysohop of Glasgow whair he remained thrie 
dayes," but the purport of the visit does not transpire. 
Other communications between the town and the 
bishop are also noHoed:—** 1634— AprU ^ — Gevin, in 
company with the proveist and baiilies, to Mergrat 
Beid quhen thay war advysing ^ send in to the 
bisschop, 4 pyntis wyne and 3 breid, Sis. To Mr 
Andro Watson, quhen he read [rode] to Giaskow, for 
his waidgis and for the silver he had depursit with 
Mr Hairrie and utheris, £20. Item, payit Mergrat 
Beid for taa pyntis wyne, 24e. ifo-y ii^Pftyit in 



130 OLSANINGS FROM THE BUBOH RSOOBDS. 

Mr Andro Watsones qahen he come oot of Glaakow, 
in oompanie with the maiBt patrt of the ooansell, 
qahea be tald thame qabat he had done, wyne, aill, 
and breid, 32a. 8d. May ^^— To Mr Alexander 
Spitfcill, his man, to gang to Glaakow with sam 
letters anent the bisahop, 588. Jwm 23 — To the 
persone, James Williamsone, and Mr Andro Watsone, 
to attend in Edinburgh fy ve dayia with the bisohop, 
£20; item, to Mr Andro, £8. July 10—1 was direct- 
it to Edinburgh to mak the excbaker cowmpt and to 
attend with the persone and Mr Andro Watsone 
anent the eirll of Traquair, being in sindry meitinpris 
with the persone and the erschbissiop men and Mr 
Hairie Gibsone at sindry times. Item, to Mr Hairrie 
Gibsone, as pairt of payment for hia paines at 
Glaakow, his obteinein^ and resoaveing of a proteck- 
tioune at Traquaires instance and for bis gnid adveis 
to help the commiasionera for the towne and promeis 
of conleinuowance, £5, 16s. Item, quhen we come 
bak fra conaultatioune of our laweria quhair Andro 
Hay producit our new infeftment for thair better in- 
form atioune, 338. 1636 — Jan, 28— To Mr Andro 
Wataoun direct to Edinburgh to the bishop anent 
the commissariat, £3, 10s. Api'U 8— To Mr Andro 
Watsoun, direct to the byschope the second tyme, re- 
maining at Edinburgh 4 dayia, £6." 

In May 1636, Bisbop Lyndsay viaited Peebles and 
partook of its hospitality. An entry in tbe court 
book, under date 27th May, bears that at a meeting 
of the council, held **in the foir chalmer of the 
proveist," there were also present "the roost reverend 
father in God, Patrik, be the mercie of God, 
archibiaohope of Glasgow, primat of Scotland, ane 
of the moat honorabill lordis of hia Majestie's 
privie oounaell and Oommisaion, &c.; Mr James 
Lyndaay of Flemyngtoun, his sone; John Peter, 
commissar of Peblis; Mr Alexander Lyndsay 
and Thomas Bos, aervitouris to tbe said reverend 
father; Bartilmo Layng and Robert Thomaone, 
servitouris to the said Mr James; Mr John Nemik, 
minister of Haly wod; Mr Henry Peiraone, peraone of 
Bedrewall; Charles Geddes, servitour to Michaell 
Nasmyth, younger of Posao; Mr Hew Ker, persoune 
of Lyne; William Williamsone, sone laufuU to 
Jame Williamsone, provest of Peblis."^ The names 
appearing in this connection seem to indicate that 
the parties were made burgeaaes and freemen, but by 
a curioua oversight the scribe has omitted to state the 
fact. The accounts refer to the reception given to 
the viaiton;- " Fayit at Iiyne bridge, goeing anQ 
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nvmber together to meit the byiohope, 24s. ; oompt^ 
with Mergret Reid, before the proveiat and bailyies, 
when the byschop was heir and payit to her, £10, 
128.; item, tuo buistis of oonfeitis, 20b.; item, for 
aile and schortebread, at that tyme, to Ohristiftn 
Hay, 4l8.'' 

About the beginning of the year 1637, even after 
prelacy had been the established form of oharch 
government in Scotland for thirty years, the great 
body of the people were still onreconoiled to it, 
and the desire for a return to the simpler Presby- 
terian system, with its free general assemblies, was 
every day becoming more urgent. The nobility, too, 
were getting alarmed at the extent to which the king 
had bHBen patting in practice his theories regarding 
the -royal prerogative, and jast at this juncture the 
blunder was committed of Charles and his adviser 
Land attempting to introduce innovations of a more 
obnoxious nature than any that had preceded them. 
What was known as Knox*s liturgy, being a collec- 
tion of prayers which it is supposed was originally 
meant as a help to ministers and the officials known 
as readers, at a time when properly qualified clergy- 
men were scarce, had been long in use, but fixed 
formularies when such could be avoided were gener- 
allv regarded with disfavour; and accordingly when 
orders came down from London, requiring, under 
severe penalties, the reading in all the churches of a 
service book which the people were taught to regard 
as savouring of popish doctrine and superstition, 
,j the outcry i^inst such innovations became so strong 

' J and universal as to sweep prelacy out of existence. 

The outbreak in St Giles Church on the memorable 
occasion when (23rd July 1637) Jenny Geddes hurled 
her stool at the head of the officiating clergyman 
while attempting to read the liturgy for the first 
time in public, was followed by general commotion 
throughout the country; proclamations by the king 
were met by counter proclamations and protests on 
behalf of the people, while the capital was thronged 
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various places, with their retainers, supplicating the 
privy council for the suppression of the service book 
and redress of other grietances. The agitation was 
continued for several months and this explains 
^,t the following communication addressed **to our 

honorabil and loving freinds and nightbours, the 
piovest and baillies of Peiblis": — *'The coppie 
of the commown advertisement sent from the com- 
missioners unto al that ar weal affected, onto al 
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pAirtiR of the kinsdome, for cuming to our meitings 
at Edinburgh the 22ad day of Februar 1638. The 
noblemen, commiMioners of sbein and borrowis, and 
uthers, con veined upon adverteisment for this 
oommoun cawee, quhilk oonsemis the preeerTatioki 
of trew religion, the lawis and liberties of the 
kingdome, onderstanding bow the prelatis, by mis- 
information of the King's Majeetie, had« after thair 
acoastamed maner, procured ane prodamatioun to 
be maid for establisching the service buik and dis- 
charging al meltings under the pain of treasouoe. 
have (in QodU providence) legallie obviat the publica- 
tion and ratification thairof by tymows protestation 
and declynatour of the commoune adversaries, the 
prelatis, at the croesis of Stirling, Lithkow, and 
Edinburgh, and ar resolved to do the like at al uther 
placis as neid shal be, qoherthrouch, in the judge- 
ment of suohe as understand beet, thair proclamation 
and. proceidiogs ar maid of no legal force to hinder 
the absolut meiting of al having entresse in this 
oommoua cawse and eztraordioarie exegenoe; and 
seing maters ar now cum to ane height that ether we 
must forsake the way of trew religion, established 
by lawis, and betrey the lawful liberties of the 
kingdome, or els resolve upon suche ane solid course 
as may in ane right maner prevein this eminent 
and irrevocabil mioe of al quberunto our sinnis and 
the bishops treatcherie ar liklie to draw us, except 
by tymous humbling our selvis befoir Qod and 
craving GkMl's blessing upon our lawf al consultations 
we prevein the samyn: Let al these thairfor quhom 
this cawse consernis, and quho tenderis God's glorie, 
his Majesties honour, and weilf air of the kingdome, 
addresse them selvis with al diligence to this soleme 
meiting now con veined at Edinburgh, quhair thair 
cuming is attendit for consultation bow his Majestie 
may be yet better informed and this present perrel 
prevenit, if so it shall please the Lord, in the 
meantyme let every ane quho shal heir heirof 
humbil them selvis befoir God for deprecating of his 
fearful wrath, quberunto our Lord Jesus now of a 
long tyme, by disobedience of His word and despys- 
ing of his glorious gospel and the ordinances of his 
kingdome, is provocked. At thair cuming heir we 
ar persuaded to mak our loyaltie and lawf al proceid- 
iogs cleir to them as we have done to al suohe qul)om 
we have a^uented thairof. From the commissioners 
of borrowis, met at Edinburgh, the 22nd of Februar 
1638. Let no man doubt for the not subsoryving 
heirof for the ressowns shal be shawin at meitioff." 
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Oonieqaent on the oall thus iaroed for combined 
action, a great and enthusiastic gathering took place 
in Edinburgh, and amougst other procedure there 
occurred the famous demonstration in Greyfriars' 
Church, on Ist March, when the National Ootenant 
was renewed with great solemnity. The Covenant 
originally consisted of an abjuration of the Popish 
system and an engagement to' defend the Reformed 
Church and the King's authority, but to meet the 
present conjuncture there was now added an obliga- 
tion to resist all innovations already introduced, and 
** to labour by all means lawful to recover the parity 
and liberty of the gospel as it was professed and 
established before the foresaid innovations. '* Amongst 
the subscribers on this occasion was Lord Yester, 
who at that time and afterwards took an active part 
in support of the Covenanting cause. Copies of the 
Covenant were speedily distributed throughout the 
whole country, and it is said to have been, with few 
exceptions, subscribed by all classes with the greatest 
spontaneity and unanimity. As a counter move to 
the action of the Covenanters, and, according to 
their view, with the object of entrapping the unwary, 
the King, on 22nd September, issued a proclamation 
enjoining the renewal of the Covenant subscribed in 
1580, in which, under the ambiguous phrase — **the 
religion presently professed," it seemed intended that 
prelacy should be screened. The Covenanters pro- 
tested against the supposed stratagem, and it is to the 
document in question, sometimes called the King's 
Covenant, that the following entry in the council 
record refers : — ** ^ Oct, 1638 — Anent the missive 
letter sent from the commissionaris of Edinburgh, 
and utheris burghis oonvenit at Edinburgh, to us, 
desyreing this burgh to protest aganes the proclama- 
toan of the generall covenant, the counsel! hes con- 
cludit that protestatioun sail be maid quhensuever 
the samyn salbe proclamit, and to that effect ordanes 
tua of the counsall to attend the samyn day lie.*' 
. Confident in the justice of their cause, and en- 
couraged by the increasing number and enthusiasm 
of their adherents, the Covenanters were now less 
than ever disposed to be misled, or to have their aims 
frustrated, by any temporising policy, and at last 
the King was constrained to give his sanction to the 
holding of a ** free general assembly." To this con- 
vocation, the proceedings of which mark one of the 
great epochs in Scottish history, the town council 
sent a commissioner, but there was not complete 
ananimity in the appointment :^*' iiS^—Ocf. i5— 
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WQIiMMoiM, be ToH of tbft mftkl purt of the 
tH^ is eraet rnnimiMiOBfi to the gMB or al aawm- 
blie to be at CAaagow the 21at ai November nixt^ 
with eonttnuAtioii of dAys." By this ssMmMj, which 
eoromeneed its pioc jM wIi n gi oo Slst Noveanber end 
eontiooed till 20ih Dec em be r , pfeUey was abolished. 
pRssbyterienisiD lestotcd, ftnd all messures obnoxioas 
aod oppressive to the Uttor form of ehareh govem- 
ment sonaUed. Oa the retam of the provost he 
oommonieated the resnlt to the eooncfl — "'1638 — 
Dee. f'f— dompeiit Jsmes WiUismsone, oommissioiier 
st the genenul assembly at Glasgow, ssd reportit 
his diligenoe and teigart of the prindpell thingis done 
tiiairintiU, and prodadt ane index of the maiat pairt 
of the actis and oonstitationis thairof.** The cove- 
nant bad not yet been sabscribed by all the inhabi- 
tants, and lome pressure was applied to secare that 
€h\t6ti~-**l639 — Jan. tl — Ordanes tocon veoe all these 
of this bargh that hes not sabscry vit the first cove- 
nant to sabscry ve the samyn. April iSd— Ordanes 
all theie that hes not anbacry vit the covenantis to be 
Gonvenit this d»y at the derkis boith to sobscryve 
the samyn. April 30 — ^The connsell ordanes the 
officeris to warne all these inhabitants of thia burgh 
that hes not aabsoryvit the townes covenant to cam 
to the clerkia chalmer within 24 huaris and anbacry ve 
the aamvn. with certificatioun to thame quha failyeis 
they Ball Inoar the panes contonit in the instrnc- 
tiounes aent to the proveist, bailyeis, and connsell 
be the noble men, baronea, and ministrie thair" 
anent.'* 

Tbronghout all these proceediDgs the Oovenantors 
did not waver in their oonapicuoua loyalty to the 
crown, and they now took oare to repreaent their 
true poaition at head quarters. All, however, waa 
of no at ail. Gharlea waa indignant at the oppoaition 
to his schemes, and determined to puniah the 
oflendera. He and the English parliament happened 
at thia time to be in antagoniam, and no aasiatance 
could be got there. But with the aid of the Engliah 
clergy and those favouring the Romiah religion an 
army waa raised for the invasion and aubjugation of 
Scotland. Nor were the Covenantera remiaa in tak- 
ing prompt meaaurea for the defence of their country. 
An army waa levied without delay, every fourth 
man in the kingdom being called to arma and trained 
in the use of them; the veteran commander. General 
Lealie,* was put at the head of military affairs, and 

* Alexander Lealie, afterwarda first Earl of Leven, had 
amsd In OonUnsatal wars a high reputation for skill and 
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when the time for action arrived he had upwards of 
20,000 men in the field, filled with martial enthu- 
siasm and faithful to the motto inscribed on every 
banner— •* Fob Chbist's Cbown and Covenant.*' 
The plnn of the campaign involved an attack from 
the English side both by land and sea, and in the emd 
of April a fleet of twenty large ships of war and some 
smaller vessels reached the Firth of Forth, while the 
land section of the invading force entered the country 
by way of Berwick. 

In these preparations for defence the town of Peebles 
took its due share :— '* 1639 Feb. f5— Ordanes ane 
waponnshawing to be upone Monday nixt, this day 
aucht da3ris, and publicatioun to be maid heirof be the 
drummer; and quhosoever sail be fund uocht to be 
provydit in the armour enjoynit to him, conform to 
ane act maid thairanent upone the 18th of Febraar 
instant, sail pay ten pundis but mitigation. 1st 
May — Anent my Lord Yesteris letter direct to the 
burgh of Peblis and gentrie of the schyre, daittit the 
last of Apryle last, beirand that his Majesties navie 
of taentie-aucht weir schippis war cum within the 
Forth towards Leyth that thairfoir the foart man of 
the kingdome behovit to ryse in airmes as was 
formarlie prodaimeit; lykwyis ordaning that the 
fourt man of the burgh said repair to him and his 
ouUouris at Leyth this nicht at anes, in such airmes 
and furnist as was appointit; the magistrattis and 
haill counsellouris of this bargb ordanes the first 
Quarter of the inhabitantis disignit in the roll, with 
tne magistrat appointit thairto, to performe the 
desyre and ordinance of his lordshipis foirsaid letter 
in sua far as may extend to the number and space 
of ten dayis and ten nichtis service alanerlie; at the 
expyring quhairof the saidis mngistrats and counsell 
ordanes the magistrat and men specif eit in the 
secund rank to releive thame, and efter uther ten 
dayts these of the thrid rank to releive these of the 
eecand; and sickly k these of the fourt rank to re- 
leive the thrid; and doring the said service to beigin 
agane at the first rank." On 30th May the coancil 
undertake to relieve the foarth company then ont, 
" at the expiring of thair ten dayis awaiting upon the 
regiment under coronell Hay of Yester, at his armie 
now at Burmknowis in Lowthiane, aither thair or 

bravery. He held the rank of Field Marshal in the army 
of Gustavus Adolphus and continued in the Swedish servioe 
till, loyally responding to the invitation of the Oove- 
nanters, he returned to Scotland to guide their warlike 
operattoofi 
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qahainoeTer the airmy sail happin to be for the 
tvme, apone 24 boaris wairning;*' and on 11th Jane 
there is another company, in its rotation, *' preaentlie 
going to my lord ooronell Hay of Tester his regi- 
ment now at Danslaw." 

^e campaign proved a short one. The King 
fonnd that he had grievously underestimated the 
strength of the forces he had set himself against, 
while all that the Covenanters desired was to be saved 
from farther molestation. A treaty of pacification 
was concluded on 18th Jane, whereby the army was 
disbanded, the King*s castles were to be restorea, the 
hostile fleet was to take its departure, and the under- 
standing seems to have been that all eoolesiastioal 
matters should be determined by a general assembly 
of the kirk and all civU matters by parliament. The 
following entry in the records refers to the oollecdon 
of the arms after the returu of the town's com- 
panics. " Aug. 19^ Ordanes the provost and bailliea 
to exact the pryces of the picks and musketis deliverit 
to the inhabitantis of this burgh, and to serohe qaha 
ressavit these left at the camp, beginning first at 
Patrick Thomsone and his companie. 

The treasurer's accounts contain several references 
to the proceedin>;8 of parliament and assemblies, the 
subscribing of the covenant, and the civil war: — 
** 1638 — May B9 — To ane postman who brought ane 
letter from the oommiasioneris of Edinburgh, fis. 
June 18~-To James Lyntoun who came fra Edin- 
burgh, sent be James Williamaone with pro testa- 
tiounes befor the provest and baillies, 248. July 6 — 
To ane post who brought ane proclamatioun frae the 
lordis of secreit counsall aunioh was proclamed be 
John Patersone, notar ana messenger, quha gave 
his executioun therupoun, to the postman, 128, ; to 
the messenger, 6s. Sept, 29 — Gevin to Thomas 
Crawfurd for doubling of the protestatioun against 
the last covenant, 12s. Nov, 6 — To John Lowes, 
provest, being sent to Edinburgh to resaave informa- 
tion anent the sabsory ving of the last covenant, and 
remaining ther 5 dayes, £10, Nov, i&— Quhen the 
commissioun for Glasgow was sealed, for ane candell, 
4d. Nov, 17 — To James Williamaone, being com- 
missioner elected to Glasgow, in pairt of payment of 
his wadges, £60. Dec. ii?~To William Bennat and 
Thomas Dodis for bringing fra Leith 20 muskettes 
with thair necessaris, everie roan 24a. To William 
Melrose, officer, for going to Edinburgh with ane 
letter to John Lowes, proveist, quhich was dely vered 
be the provost to my lord xester, 26s. So. To 
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William Melrose, officer, for going with ane letter to 
SSir Alexander Marray of Darnehall, to advertiae 
him anent the subsoryying of the last covenant, 6s. 
8d. 16S9-Jan. 19— To William Low for donbling 
of instraotions sent be the nobilitie of the sohire of 
Tueddall, 6ii. Feb, 12 — ^For my awin wadges, being 
direct be the counsell to Edinburgh to ressave pioke 
and mnsqnet for my Lord Yester, 2 dayis, £3. Feb, 
15 — To 3 men for bringing fra I^itb twa carriage of 
pickis and ane of ball and match, £3. To William 
Weicbtman for bringing of 20 musquetis fra Neid- 
path, 4s. Feb, 19— To David Plenderleith, baillie, 
being elect be the connsell commissioner to attend 
at Edinbargh with the rest of the borrowes, 8 dayes, 
£12. Feb. ^J— John Lowes, provest, wes elected be 
the counsell to relive David Plenderleith, baillie, 
who was attending at Edinburgh the meetings with 
the rest of the borrowes, and remained thair 14 
dayes, £28. April S4—To James Geddes, taylour, 
for sax qaarteris of graye cloth quhich was given to 
Thomas Gibsone to be ane pair of breitches, 36s. 
To Thomas Gibsone, John Scott, John Stoddart, and 
Alexander Eumont, being four suddertis [soldiers] 
chosen to go to crowner Monro, everie ane, 12s. 
[Col. Manro had command of the detachment of the 
army which shortly after this dispersed a body of 
English trops at Kelso.] AprU ^ — To ane post who 
broucht instractiones fra the nobilitie, 128. May SI 
— To David Penderleith, bailie, quben he went with 
the foart company to relieffe the thrid, to devyd 
amongst these of his companie quhom the other 
bailyie and be esteemed had little spending, £4. 
July— To James Williamsone, provest, conform to 
warrand 20th May, for his attending the meittings 
with the noblemen, barrones and borrowes at Edin- 
burgh, £19. 12s.'* 
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XXL 

YiOAR AND Kbadeb— Weekly and Daily Srr- 
vioEB— Visit to Gahbridob Uniyersety — 
Pasbageb from "Sootichronicon," etc. — 
Founding of Cross Ghuroh — Parish 
Church. 

Mr Andrew Watson (the prefix at this time dis- 
tingaishes the holder of a desree in arts), had been 
admitted vioar of Peebles in 1629, the ceremony hav- 
ing; taken place in the Cross Kirk in presence of a 
great nnmber of the pari"hioners (see Chambers' His- 
tory, p. 155). Part of his dnties seems to have been 
the condacting of weekly and daily services, and in 
the performance of these a question between him 
and the people came up for decision in the church 
courts in 1639, as narrated in the following extract 
from the presbytery records :~*' At Pebles, the 27 of 
Februare 1640.— The presbitrie haviof; advysed anent 
the forme of the act grantit in favoris of the town 
and parochin of Pebles against Mr Andrew Watsone* 
vioar and reidar. of the date att Pebles, 1 18 j July 
1639, ordeining the said Mr Andrew Watsoune to 
give them weiklie and dailie service oonforme to 
their bill as is set doan in the said act, notwithstand- 
ing quherof the said Mr Androw did declyne the 
f)resbitrie and appealed to the generall assemblie 
nditted by his Majestie at Edinburgh the 12 oi Au- 
gust 1639, quberupoun the toun askit instruments 
and required ane extract of his declinatour; and 
raising letters thairupoun, did cite the said Mr 
Androw befor the generall assemblie, quha, oompeir- 
ing befor them the 22 of August 1639, the generall 
assemblie did refer the samin back to the presbitrie 
of Pebles, and ordenit them to make a deirer act; 
and now the presbitrie being therwith maturlie and 
ryiplie advysit, and considering that they have only 
power in spirituall and ecolesiastioall affairs, and 
that the former act seemed not cleir to the generall 
assemblie, but partlie civill and pHrtJie ecclesittsti- 
call, doth refer the civill part to the judge ordinar 
and competent for such causes, and for the other 
part of the act as they have injoyned so be thir 
preients they doe injoyne and ordune the said Mr 
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Androw Watioiie to give them dftilie lervioe, eireningf 
and morning prayeru, and raiding in the hons of 
prayer appoyntit for that effect; and the tonn of 
Pebles being present, att least James Wiliiamsone, 
proveiBt, aooompanied with the bailies, clerk, and 
counsell, the said James, in his aune name and 
thairs, and in name of tlie toun and paroche, did 
accept and was content with the samen ordinance." 

In the accoants there are referances to the viear 
being deputed on the town's affairs and also to the 
presbytery proceedings regarding him: — 1639^ April 
10, — To William Weichtman for his horse wadge 
qnhempon Mr Androw Watsone did ryde to Edin- 
bargh, 20s. To Mr Andro Watsone, being elected be 
the counsell to go to Edinburgh to advyse ^anent 
sum difficulties, and remaining thair tbrie dayes 
£4. 10s. 3d. July t4-l being direct to go tojEdin- 
bargh to raise snmmondis upon the complaint against 
Mr Andro Watsone to cause him oompeir befor the 
Synode at Edinburgh, 12 August, 2 dayis, £3. To 
Mr Archibald Johnstone, clerk to the provinciall 
aesemblie, and to James Murray, his servitour, for 
the summondis, 41s. Nov. iiS.—Mr Andro Watsone, 
vicar, began to read prayers in the chappell, to John 
Tuedie for oandill, the Sabboth dayis and sum other 
dayes quhairin he was absent excepted, to this xvL 
day of December, thre nightlie and ane sum mornings, 
26s." Thsre had also been a payment ** to Gatherin 
Stewart, servand to Patrik Yaitch, clerk, for wyne 
that was druken that day Mr Andro Watsone was 
injoyned to make morning and evening prayers, ".but 
the amount is not stated. 

A journey which the vicar made to Cambridge in 
1641 receives notice in consequence of his having 
brought home with him a documsnt believed at the 
time to be an extract of the "Erection of the Gross 
Kirk of Peebles," and which was reported to have 
been found on his making '* research in the records of 
North Britain," deposited in the library of St John's 
College, Cambridge. John Hay, eldest son of Dr 
Theodore Hay, whom he succeeded in the ministry, 
was then studying theology at Cambridge, where 
he eventually took the degree of Bachelor of Divinity, 
and he, along with other fellows of St John's College, 
authenticated the extract. Considerable value was 
evidently attached to the writing, as nearly forty 
years afterwards (7th June 1680) the council '*allowes 
the thesaurer to satisfy Mr John Frank, £41, ds., 
qnbloh wes the money really givin out be him for 
renewing of a paper anent the antiq[uify of the bargh^ 
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gahioh WM recorded in the Sootoh Begister at 
lambridge, and extracted be Mr John Hay, and 
aeTerall atherU of the fellowes of the laid colledge; 
and the coaniell gives Mr John hearty thanks for his 
paines." 

The original extract is, with Frank's translation 
(dedioated to the magistrates of Peebles), printed 
in fall in Pennecnik's Deacription of TtoeeddaU, It 
ooEsists simply, first, of a passage from Thomas 
Dempster's EcclenagticaZ History of Scotland; and, 
seoondly, of another passage from the ScoHckronicon 
of John of Fordun. An edition of Dempster's 
History had been printed in 1627, but Fordun's 
great work was only as yet accessible in MS., one 
copy, illnstrated with carious coloured representa- 
tions, being preserved at Cambridge. 

Dempster had apparently got the material for his 
▼ersion of the founding of the Gross Church from 
Fordun's work, so that really there is only one 
written source of information on the subject. The 
story is to the effect that on 9th May 1261,* a stately 
and Tenerable cross was found at Peebles, that it 
was believed to have been hidden by some of the 
faithful, about A.D. 296, that not long afterwards a 
stone urn, contaioing mutilated remains, believed to 
be those of St Nicholas, were found near the same 
spot, that many a miracle had been wrought there 
by the cross, and the people poured thither in 
crowds, bringing offerings and vows to Qod; ** where- 
fore the King, Alexander III., by the advice of the 
bishop of Glasgow, had a handsome church made 
there, to the honour of Grod and the Holy Cross." 

Such is the account of the origin of the Grose 
Church given by the venerable chronicler. That the 
belief in the miracle-working power of the discovered 
cross long survived his time is strikingly illustrated 
by an entry in the burgh records, dated 18th July 
1474 (Printed Records, p 172.) It is there stated that 
the owner of a property in the Briggait had granted 
to the Gross Church an annual donation of 12d. 
because his ** house was kepy t fra byrning with felon 
[fierce] fyr fra the tym f urth that the haly crois was 
schauyng," i.e., the devouring flames had miraculous* 
ly subsided so soon as the relic was held up before 
them. Though not expressly sanctioned by Fordnn's 
narrative, the belief came to be held that the cross 
foondin 1261 was "ane pairt of the verray Crooe 

* This is the date given in the Hiitoricuu of Scotland 
edition of Fordao. Dr Fennecuik has 7th May 1262. 
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that oar Salyatour was crnoifyit on,'** and as suob 
was "honortt and kepit," but in the furious out- 
break against objects of idolatry at the Reformation 
the relic would likely disappear. 

At the Beforroation the burgesses and inhabitants 
of the town petitioned the lords of the secret council 
for the use of the Cross Church to be used as the 
parish one, in lieU of St Andrew's Kirk, which had 
been *' brint and distroyit be Yngland xii. yeris syne 
or thairby." The request was complied with, and 
the church there was used till the site of the present 
one was secured in the end of last century. A 
special charter of the Cross Church does not seem to 
have been granted to the burgh, though something 
of the kind was evidently contemplated in 1597, 
as the following uncompleted document, being a 
** signature" or warrant for a charter under the great 
seal has been found amongst the town's papers: — 
'* Oure soverane lord ordainis ane chartour to be 
maid, under the greitt seill, in dew forme, makand 
mentioun that his hienes, efter his perfyte aige and 
all his revocatioune, for the zeill his Majestie beiris 
to the glorie and service of God and to the intertane- 
ment of policie and keiping of guid ordour amangis 
his hienes subjectis, specialie within his hienes 
brughe of Peibillis, quhair the paroche kirk of the 
said brughe was brynt of lang tyme bypast, in tyme 
of weir betuixt his hieness realme and Ingland, with 
avise and consent of the lordis of his hienes secreit 
oounsall and chekker, hes gevin, grantit, and per- 
petualie confirmit, and be the tennour heirof gives, 
grantis, and perpetualie confirmes to the provest, 
bailleis, counsall, burgesses, communitie and inbabi- 
tantes of his hienes said brughe of Peibillis, and 
their successouris, heritablie, all and haill the kirk 
callit the Cors Kirk of Peibillis, with the 
yalrdis, place and clasure adjacent thereto and 
all thair pertinentis, lyand within the parochin 
and sherefdom of Peibillis, to the effect that the 
saides provest, bailleis, counsall, burgessis, com- 
munitie, and inhabitantis of the said brugb, and 
their soccessouris may sustene, big, and repair the 
said kirk, and use the samyn for the paroche kirk of 
the said brughe of Peibillis in all tyme cuming: 
QubUk kirk, caUit the Cors Kirk of Peibillis (&c, 
ttt supra), sumtyme pertinent to the freiris of the 

* Orant by King James V., under his privy seal, to the 
Cross Kirk of the revenues of a house of religion in Dunbur, 
dated Ist July 1629. 
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■aid kirk oaUit the Oon Kirk of PeibiUis and thair 
predioeMouria, and now perteine to oar said Soirerane 
Lord, fallin and becumin in his bienes handis and at 
his hienet gift and dispoaitioan be the actia of parlia- 
ment and lawia of this realme tbrou the abolisehing 
of the snperstitionia of the saidia freiria. To be 
balden ... of oar said aoverane lord and his 
bienes •accesaooria, in fee and heritage for ever. . . 
. . Grevand thairfor, yeirlie, the aaidia provest, 
bailleia, ooansall, bnrgessis, commanitie and inhabi- 
tants ... to oar said soverane lord and his 
■aocessoaris, devoit orationea and prayeris allanerlie, 
for all ather bardiog, ezactiouD, etc. And that the 
said chartonr be eztendit in the best forme with all 
olaosia neoessar, and that preceptis be direct ordoarlie 
heimpon. SabscryTit be oar said soverane lord, the 
day of 1597 yeiris." The " signatare " 

is not sabsoribed and it ia not known that any 
similar one was issued. The bargh's right to the 
Cross Ghorch, however, is confirmed by ELiog James' 
charter of 1621. 




k 
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XXII. 

ALiEirATi(»rB OF Chuboh Pbopkbtt — Dban'b 
Pabk— Dean's House— Abnot*b Hauoh— 
Deobeb of Impbobation— Nobth Pobt— 
Gbeentaibds— Sohoolmabtbb and DooroB 
— Dbumheb— AoooxTNTS, 1634-5. 

Ik pre-Beformation times the diocese of Qlas^ow 
was divided into two arch-deaconries, one of which, 
Teviotdale, was 8ub-di7ided into foor mral deaneries. 
Peebles being one of them. The snocessive deans of 
Peebles probably resided in the town, the names 
Dean's Hoaee, Dean's Wynd, Dean's Qatter, and 
Dean's Park, no doubt, deriving: their designations 
from their connection with holders of that ofiBoe. 
** Master John Oolqahone, dean of the Christianity 
of Peblis," who was present at the indaotion of a 
chaplain to the altar of St Mary of Geddes Aisle in 
July 1559, is supposed to be the same as the person 
of that name who was chaplain of the altar of SS. 
Peter and Paul. This chaplain was the predecessor 
of Adam Oolquhoun, who, in 1560, granted a fen right 
of the Dean s Park to the Dicksons of Winkston. 
At this time churchmen were disposing of their 
property in all directions, with the view of securing 
themselves against the impending confiscation of 
ecclesiastical benefices, and in Peebles many pro- 
perties belonging to altarages changed hands. The 
Dean's Park, being the angularly shaped field situated 
between the Northgate and Yenlaw Hill, seems to 
have been feued previously, but was now disposed of 
in consideration of payment of an augmented annual 
feu-duty. The titles of the park were produced in 
the Improbation process* of 1624, and are thus de- 

* In the summons starting the action of Improbation the 
town cooQcil set forth that by virtue of their charters Uie 
community were vested in certain lands, that certain 
persons were then In possession of portions of them under 
** pretendit ricbtis, tytillis, and securities," which **ar all 
fals and fenziet [feigned], falslie inventit, forgit, fabricat, 
and di visit be the foirsaidis persounis, defenderis," and 
they were called upon to produce these titles in order that . 
they might be improbated or disproved. Failure to answer 
the lummoni was held as confesiion, while theie who pro- 
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■eribed in the decree — ** Item, ane ohartoar of few- 
fenne grantit be Adam Colqahoan, prebendar and 
fatare sacoenonr to the altar of Piter and Paul, 
with consent of his predeoessonr, Jhone Oolqahoun, 
and of the tonn of Peiblis, patrones thairof, to Jhone 
Dikisonn, yonnger of Winkstonn, and James Dioki- 
Bone, his sone and appeirand air, the langest leirer 
of thame twa, and to the airis of the said James, 
qnhilkis fallyeing to the airis and assignes of the 
said Jhone quhatsomever, of twa aiker and half of 
land callit Denis Park at the North Port* of Peiblis; 
to be haldin of the said prebendar and his success- 
onris; payand yeirlie to the tonn of Peiblis ane 
penny, and thair multur to the mylnes of Peiblis, 

duced valid titles were absolved from its conclusions. The 
titles founded on by the defenders are narrated in the 
decree, which thus contains a laixe mass of information 
bearing^ on the ownership of lands specified in the town's 
charters. The decree is written on a roll of paper, made up 
of sheets Joined together, fifteen feet in length by one in 
breadth. 

* In the 17th century there were not many buildings ex- 
terior to the North Port at the head of Usher's Wynd. The 
piece of ground northward along the Peblis water was 
called the Oreenyairds, and belonged to the community. 
Thomas Willamsone, notary and burgess, who owned a pro- 
perty on the south side of Usher's Wynd, eot authority from 
the council in 1666, to build a malt kiln in the townes 
common ground in the Greenyairds. for payment of a yearly 
feu duty of 2s. Scots; and he also got liberty to break a 
door through the town wall for access to it. £3 Scots was 
paid for this privilege, and it was to be built up at any time 
the council might order. Aerain, in 1672. James Nicoll, 
mason in Dunsyre, presented to tlie council a supplication 
"beirand that he intendes to come and reseid within the 
burgh, and follow his vocatioun and calling as he shall be 
employed, and shall endeavour to give everie man who 
imployes him satisfactioun according to his power and 
capacitie, and alse easilie and cheap as he may, provyding 
he get incouragment, and therfor humblie beseichand them 
to grant him licence to build, upon his awn expenssis, ane 
duelling hous and other office houssis as he shall find con- 
▼enent, with ane yaird, upon thair commoun ground callit 
the Greenyairds, outwith the North Port." The request 
was agreed to, and Nicoll got a feu of " that piece of waist 
commoun ground called the Greenyairds lyand betuixt 
Peblis water on the west, the taill and peece of land per- 
teining to Gavin Thomson on the north, the King's hea 
street (North gait) on the east, and the common hea way or 
passage (to be 18 feet broad) leiding doune to Peebles Water 
on the south;" feu-duty, 40d. Scots. Did the building 
erected by Nicoll come to be that used as the county assem- 
hly room? The date on the gable, 1681, allowing time for 
building, coincides nearly with the date of the feu.— See 
Chcmbtrtf Hittory, p. 286. 
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•nd giyeand rate of court at MiohaelmeB jelrlie, 
and to the said prebendar and his sncoessoaris zxv s. 
as the atild few dewtie and 5s. in angmentationn of 
the rental!, the airis doabling the said few at thair 
entrie; daitit at Peiblis, 20 September 1560; 
aubsorivit be William lord Hay, provest, and Bolland 
Scot, baiilie, and also be the saidis prebendaries 
Adam and Jhone Oolquhounes, with the toon and 
thair seilles appendit. Seising to John and James 
Dickescunes, 21 September 1560. Seising to 
Patrick Dikesone, barges, of said landis of- Denis 
Park and bame thairof, conform to chartonr to be 
maid be James Dickesoun, apperand of Winkstonn, 
14 September 1578. Item, said charter, bj James 
Diokesoon to Patrick Dickesoun; to be held for pay- 
meat yearly to the tonn of Id. and to Adam Oolqn- 
bono and his sncoeseors, prebendaries, of 25s for 
Denis Park and lOs. for the bame, and also 5s. in 
augmentation of the rentall; payand also to the said 
James Dickisone iij li money; dated 24 December 
1578. Item, sesing to the said Patrick Dickiesoun 
of the Denis Park and bame with the yaird, be re- 
sign atioun be the said James Dickesoune of Winks- 
tonn, payand to the saidis prebendarie, 408.; daitit 
2 NoFember 1580." 

The Dean's House, according to one traditionary 
account, occupied the site on which the Chambers 
* Institution is now erected, but titles produced in the 
Improbation process point to the conclusion that it 
was situated on the opposite side of the street, and 
the probability is that the building abutted on the 
Dean's Wynd,' a lane which still exists. The titles 
are thus described: — "Item, ane seising givin be the 
said Patrick Dikisonn of the tenement and ludging 
callit the Denis Houss, lyand in the burgh of Peiblis, 
be resignation of the samyn be James Dickisoun, 
appeirand of Winkstoun, in the baillies of Peiblis 
toair handis, conforme to ane chartour to have beine 
maid thairupoun, daitit 14 September 1578. Item, 
ane chartour of fewferme maid be the said James 
Dikisone to the said Patrick Dikisoun of the said 
tenement and ludging, lyand in Peiblis on the north 
sjrid of the Hie Streit thairof, bonndit in the said 
chartour; to be haldin of the said James in fewferme 
and heritage; payand yeirlie to the toun of Peiblis 
nne penny in name of blensche ferme and to the said 
Adam Colquhoun, chaiplain of the foirsaid altar of 
Piter and Paull, and his successouris, the soum of 
xl 8., and to the prebendar of the altar of St 
MMMnob litaai in the said OoUedgo Kirk, iuj lib. 
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money; reserfing the oooapation of the eieter volt 
thairof to the said Adam Colqahoan daring his lyf- 
tyme; 24 December 1578. Item, seising to the 
said Patrick Dikisoun of the foirsaid tenement be 
resignationn be the said James Dickisoun, callit of 
Melvingsland; paying to the prebendar of the altar 
of Piter and Paall, 40s., and to the prebendar of St 
Martines altar, 40b.; daitit 2 November 1580." 

Arnot's Haogh, stretching along the north bank of 
the Tweed from the town westwards to the Rae Bam 
and boanded on the north by the Kirklands, was 
also church property and did not escape the general 
disintegration. In the following list of titles, taken 
from the Improbation decree, the Crown confirma- 
tions are accoonted for by the fact that under an act 
of parliament, passed in 1584, all feus of kirk lands 
prior to 8th March 1558-9 were to be held invalid un- 
less ratified by the King: — Four roods in AmoUJumgh, 
rood at Northgate^ rood at Dalatho,—Jhone Dickesoan, 
sumtyme proveist of Peiblis, Adam Dickesoun in 
Auld TouD of Peiblis, and Jonet Pringle, relict of 
umquhill James Tuedie, compeirand be Mr Johne 
Scrogie, thair procuratour, producit ane saising gevin 
to Patrick Dickisone, burgee of Peiblis, of four ruidie 
of land lyand in Arnotsbaugh, ane mid lyand at the 
north end of Peiblis, and ane raid lyand in Dalletho, 
be resignationn of the samyn in the baillies of Peiblis 
thair handis, of thair awin consent, be Thomas 
Purves, prebendar of the altar of the Virgine Marie 
situat within the CoUedge Kirk of St Andro in 
Peiblis, payand thairfor yeirlie to the prebendar 178. 
6d.; daitit 8 July 1560. H<df acrt in Amotthaugh, 
— And sidyike the said Mr Johne Scrogie. . . for 
the pairt of the said Adam Dickisoun, producit ane 
instrument of seising givin to Adam Dickisoun of ane 
half aiker in Arnotsbaugh, 24 January 1584. Two 
acres in Amotsha/ugh, — Ane saising givin to Sir Johne 
Dickisoun, chaiplane, of the fyift pairt of twa aiker 
of land conform to charter be Patrik Stainhoaa, 
chaiplane of the chaiplainrie of the blissit Virgine, 
daitit 8 September 1519. Saising to Sir Jhone 
Dickisoun of twa aikeris of land callit Lawsonis 
aikeris, be verteu of precept of seising givin be 
Patrik Stanehous, chaiplane, daitit 12 May 1518. 
Seising to Sir Jhone Dickisoan, chaiplaine, of a fifth 
of twa acres in Amotishaucb, ** obscnrinsr the dait " 
[i.e., the date is illegible^, under the sign and sub- 
■criptioun of Patrik Stainhous, noter. Fowr acres 
in AmotsJuLugh, — ^As also the s«dd Jhone Scrogie, for 
the pairt of Jonet Pringle, reliot of the Baid nrnqohiU 
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James Toedie, producit ane chartoar maid be Sir 
Jbone Tuedie, ohaiplaine of the ohaiplainrie of the 
holie Marie, &o., with consent of the baillies, 
coansall, and commnnitie, of the said bnrgh of 
Peiblis, to James Twedie his airis and assignais of all 
and haill twa aikeris of land and ane peis gers lyand 
in Arnotis haoch, to be balden of him and his sue- 
cessouria, chaplanes of the said ohaiplainrie, for 
jeirlie payment of ane penny, etc., contenand divers 
ntheris clauses and conditionis, daitit 31 Aagast 
1559. Seising, 2 September 1559. The King's 
confirmatioan nnder the great seill, 24 May 1587. 
Seising be the said Sir Jhone Taedie, proprUa 
manibut, to Jhone Wicbtman of twa aikeris of land 
lyand in Arnotishauoh (conform to ane ohartonr), 
2 September 1559. Seising to James Taedie be 
the resignatioun of James Tuedie, his father, in the 
handis of Gilbert Tuedie, chaplaine, &c., of tua aiker 
of land lyand in Arnothauch, 30 June 1592. 
Seising to James Pringill and Jonet Pringill, his 
future spous, of four aikeris on the resignatioun of the 
said James Tuedie and Jhone Wiohtman, daitit 4 July 
1593. Five acres in Amotishaugh. — And siclyike the 
said Mr Robert Burnet, for the pairt of the said 
Williame Lowis, producit ane ohartonr of fewferme 
gevin be Gilbert Twedie, prebendar of the alterage of 
our Ladle callit Geddeslle, situat in theOoUedge Kirk 
of St Androis in Peiblis, to umquhile Williame Lowis, 
in feu and heritage, with consent of the proveist, 
baillies, counsall, and commnnitie, patrones thairof, 
of fyve aikeris of land, with the pertinentis, lyand 
in Arnotis Hauch, occupiet than be the said umquhill 
William, betuix the Kirklandis of the said CoUedge 
Kirk on the north, the landis of the Virgine Marie per- 
teining to the ohaiplane of Peiblis on the west, ane 
aiker of land perteining to the altar of the Holie Croce 
on the eist, and the water of Tueid on the south. 
To be haldin of the said prebendaris in feu for payment 
to the provost and bailies of Id, yeirly, multures and 
service at heid court, and pay and to the prebendar fif tie 
sohillingis as the said auld dewtie and ten s. in aug- 
mentation of the rentall; and the airis doubland the 
few dewtie at thair entry. This chartour is daitit at 
Peiblis, 29 July 1560 yeiris, subscrivit be the said 

Srebendar, and be Jhone Dicksone and Ronnald 
cot, baillies for the tyme, and be Jhone Allan, 
noter publict, at the command of the counsall and 
oommunitie of Peiblis; allowit be the lordis com- 
missioneris the penult of May 1565. Sesing to the 
said William Lowis . . . oonformie to the foir- 
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nid ohartoor than to haye beene maid thairapoiin; 
3 Jaly 1060. Oharter of confirmation, under the 
great seill, Ist December 1586. Item, ane seising 
gevin npon ane precept direct furth of the ohanceli> 
arie npon a retoar of the said fy ve aikeris of land to 
Ninian Lowes, son and air of said umquhill William 
Lowes, be the said Gilbert Tuedie, prebendar (to 
quhome the precept is direct), with consent of tne 
provost and balllies. The precept is takkit to the 
seising, the seising is daitit 11th March 1586. 

William Martin's tenure of office as schoolmaster, 
accompanied while it lasted by coosiderable fric- 
tion between him and the council, came to an 
end in 1639, when (30th April) '*Mr Alexander 
Dikesone, sone to Mr Williame Dikesone, min- 
ister of Glenqnhome, being ressavit and ad- 
mitted sohoolmaister of the burgh for a year from 
1st May for the sowme of £120," accepted office on 
conditions similar to those imposed on his predecessor 
(Gleanings, No. XII.), but there was one addition made 
which it may be surmised few of the papils would be 
particularly grateful for. Alter their Saturday's 
task, **and befoir thalr ganging frome the schole," 
the schoolmaster was "to give the Scottis barnes 
[t.e., the children being taught lessons in Soots] ilk 
ane a portioune or oateohisme, and gif ane compt 
thairof upon Sonday thairefter, efter the preichinn^ 
efter-nune." Then there is a stipulation that the 
schoolmaster '*sall have his schole la wis ordourlie set 
doun upon ane large brod and hung in the schole for 
the sooUaris thair informatioun; and for transgressing 
quhairof he sail punisohe thame conforme to the 
nature and qualitie of the law. Item, he sail not re- 
move frome his charge nor go furth of the burgh 
without licence of ane of the magistrates. " A few 
days afterwards, and on the advice of the new school- 
master, "James Wood, sone lawfull to umquhile 
George Wood, toun clerk of Selkirk, was admitted 
and ressavit dootour of the schole till Lambee nizt, 
for the lyk fie and dew tie as was given and payit to 
Thomas Dikesoun, sumtyme doctour of the said 
schole." At a meeting of the inhabitants, held on 
16th April 1638, it had been agreed that the doctor 
should get 58. quarterly "for ilk barne put to the 
schole, and that in full contentatioun baith of his 
meit about with the bairnes and of ony uther dewtie 
dew to him." On 11th November 1639 there is paid 
"to James Woode, schoole doctor, for the harvest 
vacantis, conforme to ane subscrivit petition, £3. 
6fc8d.» 
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The Appointment of the drummer was renewed on 
a6th February 1639: — **Gomnerit Obarlea Gleg, 
drummer, and being agreit for 17 li. money and ane 
pair new schoone, hes enactit himself thidrfoir to do 
the towne servioe, morne and evin, and idl uther 
tymes when pro vest and bally ies requyres him 
thairto, fra the first Marche 1639 till the first Marohe 
1640; and that be sail never absent himself (unless he 
be visite by seiknes or death) during the said space 
without the speoiall advyse of the counsall of the 
■aid burgh, under the pane of deprivatioun and 
leasing of his fie; and that he sail keep the dmme 
frie from skaith, and not to tak her furth of the 
tolbuith under the said penaltie." 

Miscellaneous items from accounts: 1634-5 — 1634 — 
Dec, 16 — To John Bosse (the foole) at direotioun of 
Thomas Paterson, bailie, 6s. loSS^Jan. 4— On 
Souuday, to one Peter Tailyeour, recommended be 
the arohibyschop of Qlasgow, £3. For nailb to naill 
a peice boord in the loft of the ohapell abone the 
derkis saite, 8d. To a poor man, both deife and 
dumbe, callit be his testimoniall John Drummond, 
4s. To the dark (as instrument silver) that the 
shireff suld not prejudge the toun and the fischaris, 
2s. ^ John Greive and otheria for leddering the 
steipill, climeing in at the held when the key and 
lock was broken (in Marche), 29s. To Tom John- 
stoun, his wyfe, supplicant, lyeing seik the tyme of 
the storme, 19s. To John Willisoun for bigging up a 
partitioun wall in the tonne's houses, 48. Mcbrch i5 
— For a faddome of towes to eike the corde of the 
chaippell bell, Ss. For carieing the stockis fra the 
oroce to the tolbuith, a quart of aill to John Pleuder- 
laith and John Gilleis, 28. 8d. March 30-^To John 
Plenderlaith, smyth, for yron claspis and great naiUis 
to the trie bridge, and for mending the stockis, and 
for four cleikis and four naills to the fleshe merest, 
ISs. AprU — Gevin for a boll aittis sawin upon 
Hammiltonhill, £6. Item, at the retume fra the 
sawing of the Baids aittis, syndrie being in oompanie 
with the provest and baillies, spent 248. £1 — Gevin 
to Mr Andro Watsoun, directed to Selkirk to seik 
advyee anent the tounis parte of the kirk stent, gevin 
a dollour, 588. May 9— To William Dickesoune, 
cowpar, for dressing of ane dry saitte in the steipill, 
6s. May IB — For chairges to Bobert Meine, maissoun, 
comeing to sicht the bridge and tak the worke, fra 
his cuming to his goeing, 578. 4d. Gevin to him in 
money of drynk sylver, a dolour and a half, £4, 78. 
On Witsou Mononday, to Jamei HaddaBe for taUog 
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the frie staDis ont of the water at the pillaris of Tweid 
bridge, 138. 4cl. To the pypar and drammar for thrie 
dayis^ goeing about the commounis. 408. [Note on 
margin of foregoing entry — ** Forbidden in tyme cum- 
ing." At Bel tan, to the drammar of Edinburgh, 
Manaases Hammiltoun, 588. Debursit in bailding 
Kaidmoore hone* as followea — First to Steine Qreive, 
younger, 588. 4d.; to Wat Homline and John Gib- 
Boun, for castiog of 3000 devattis, 338.; to John 
Murray and Andro Brydane, for bringing of tymber 
fra Dawike. wod, 16s.; to Katharine Go vane for aill 
and bread at syndrie tymes when the hous was in 
building, 55s. 4d. ; item, thrie barrellis of aill from 
Peiblis to the said work, £6, Ss.; for four dosoun 
bread to the workmen and utheris with thame, 48s.; 
item, for timber first and last, £17; for a lock cof t 
fra the provest, 10s. ; for bands, staipillis, cruikis, to 
durre and windo, 8a.; for four dayis ryding to the 
wod and melting with the selleris, &4s. 4d.; gave sax 
quarts aill to the four men that sold the wod, IGs. ; 
for a gang of harrow teith to be naillis, 58.; to James 
Haddane for vij dayis at the said work, £3, 13s. 4d.; 
to his sone Sandie for vij dayis. July — To Gh^orge 
Ker, messenger, for the charges of lawborroues con- 
tra John Scott and utheris, and for charging thame 
before the [privy] counsell, £5. To James Bobesoune 
for casting and leidiag faill to the floor of the 
ohaippell, 32$. 8d. August — Debursit at Edinburgh 
in our pley contra John Scott, before the counsall, 
13 doUouris, £37, 138. ; at said tyme debursit for a 
wallat for writtis, 4s. 6d.; some drynk with Alexander 
Aikinheid, 48. To James Williamsonn, provest, for 
his voyage [to Perth] to the conventioun of borrowes, 
his making of the exchecker compt, and doing some 
other directiounis and effairis of the toun, £161, 18s. 
To the persoun of Peiblis travelling to Edinburgh io 
the tounis effairis before the counsall anent John 
Scotis pley, £11, 12s.; to Mr Andro Watsoun for his 
attendance thair, £3, 14s.; to two baillies for thair 
attendance, £18; to the clerk for his sax dayis 
attendance, £9; to the thesaurer for fyve dayis 
attendance, £7, lOs. Spent in 3 tryists anent olr 
Andro Watsoun with thair trysteris in August, 55s. ; 

* This is the house which John Scot of Hundleshope and 
his armed retainers and accomplices *'ku-)t doune to the 
ffround with their picks and mattocks, and cuttit and 
destroyed the haill timber, with the doorea and windowis, 
and loft not sa much as ane stane standing, nor yet ane 
piece of timber of thrie foot length."— Chambers' Hittory of 
FeeMettkire, pp. 158-eo. 
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item, in the foart tryist, payit to Iiobell Heokfard, 
218. To William Melrose for goeing to St Johnetoan 
[Perth], with the provost and some other eiranda, £4. 
To John Layng, pypar, his feye, £13, 68. 8d.; item, 
his boonteth schoes, 208. [Written on margin — 
** Forbidden heirafter."] To Charles Cleg, drummer, 
his feye, £10. Item, his boonteth schoes, 1&. ; for- 
bidden heirafter. Samma of the charge, £881; dis- 
bursementis, £972, 2s. 6d.; super ezpendit, £91, 2s. 6d. 
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XXIII. 

Bmunns or OBiHaLETiB — Hakii/fon Hill and 

KiDSTON BOUNDABIES — GBEEN AND WhITK 
MeLDONS — OOUMONTT OF GLBlTrBSSS — AC- 

oouMTB, 1635-7— Pbovost's Wife Suing fob 
A Debt— EiNa*B Anmuitt fbom Teinds. 

Fob a period of about thirty years previous to 1666 
the Bamets of Cringletie,* interposed between the 
Landers and the present line of lairds, were in 
possession of that estate, and in their time the dis- 
putes as to encroachments on Hamilton Hill were 
still continuing. Amongst the town*s papers there is 
the copy of a Sabmissipn, or deed of reference, dated 
1st October 1633, entered into between the '^connsall 
and commnnitie of Peblis, on the ane pairt, and Mr 
Robert Barnet of Gringiltie, on the uther pairt, 
. . . anent the removing of all troubles, molesta- 
tiones, and debaittes quhilk huf bein done and nsit 
in former tymes be the said Mr Robert, his aothoris, 
heritonris of Cringiltie, aganes the said brughe of 
Pebles, in their possession of the'hill of Hamiltoane. 
. . . Provyding the submission sail not prejud^^e 
the said burghe their present possessioune of the said 
hill, hot that they shall scheare, collect, and away 
lead thes comes presentlie growand upon the saiil 
bill (as they halve nsit of befoir) without any in- 
terruptioune or molestatioune." 

Burnet must have acquired the lands very shortly 
before this, as in December 1632 the burgh treasurer 
had been sent to Edinburgh to attend to a law plea 
against Bryce Sempill of Cathcart, and he, having^ 
married Lauder of Haltoun's daughter, was presum- 
ably acting for that family. In April following the 
treasurer is again despatched to Bdinburgh, this time 
"for staying of Mr Robert Burnetis sisnatour," 
indicating that application had been made by the 
latter for a Grown charter. 

• In the acts of parliament, Alexander Burnet, "tutour 
of Cringillie" (the proprietor was in minority), appears on 
the committee of war for Peeblesshire in 1644 and 1647, and 
William Burnet of Oringletie as a commissioner of excise in 
1661. 
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In the ntbmiirion of 1633 the ipaoes left for the 
insertion of the arbiters' names remain blank, bnt 
the acceptances of ** Sir John Hamilton'* and '* T. 
Hay " are appended. Sir John Hamilton of Skir- 
ling, whose admission as a bnrgess is recorded abont 
this time, was one of the arbiters, bnt the identi- 
fication of the other one is not complete; nor 
has there been traced any cTidenoe of immediate 
activity in proceeding with the reference. Indeed, 
it perhaps has to be gathered from the following; 
items in the accounts that Sir John ceased to act for 
the town, and that his part devolved on Sir David 
Mnrray of Stanhope:*— " i654—Oc«o6cr 17— Gevin 
cmhen the proveist and the tna baillyee and Patrick 
Vaitch read [rode] to Sir David Morray to be the 
tonnes trjrster anent Hamiltone, payit to his norreis 
[nnrse], 588.; payit in the proveist hous and in 
Thomas Watsounis in Stoba, 238. October i?i?— Payit 
to Mergreit Beid qahen Sir David come to meit with 
Mr Alexander Barnet and his men in company with 
the proveist and baillyes, first 2l8.; item, inOristiane 
Schisholme, ane pynt wyne, ISs. 4d.; item, in Mr 
Andro Watsones, 3 pynts and ane sohappine wyne, 
468. 8d.; item, for aill and breid, 128." 

As in many others of the town's judicial and quasi 
judicial enterprises it is not now known whether or 
not a finaldeliverance in the submission was reached, f 
but the claim for the town and their answers to that 
of William Burnet, who had succeeded his father, 
contain historical and topographical particulars of 
considerable interest. In the claim, which bears 
date 6th January 1635, " the brugh of Peibles craves 
that William Burnet, his mother and tutor, may be 
decemit to desist and ceas from tmbling and molest- 
ing the guid toun in the peaceable possessioun of 
that parte of thair proper landis callit the hill of 
Humildoun, quhairin thei stand infeft per ettpressum 
be King James the fourte in anno 1506, with power 
to pasture, telle, and saw, quhilk is the maist express 
designatioun of ane propertie can be maid, and 
that thei suffer the said guid toun to bruik the 
■aid ^ hill of Hummildoun as their propertie 
within the meithes and merches as thei are 
yeirlie riddin and hes beine past all memorie 

* A KrandsoD of Sir David acquired the Gringletie estates 
from his father, the laird of Blackbarony, who had pur- 
chased them in 1666.— //tctory of PetbUiiMret p. 868 

t Another submission en the same subject was entered 
into in 1668, thus indicating want of finality in the 1633 
one. 
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of mttt; lylam be mUn of iibaira uid 
mont iihoi hATO beine in donttntmll posaenioan by 
dobarringr aU ntboris from doing of all deidiiather of 
propertie or eommonntit within the laidis boandia, 
and namelle the latrdis of Haltone and tennendia of 
Kidstonee, and bee beine in peaceable poeaeaidooB 
them lelffes be pattnrefaig^ teileing, sawing, sbeizing, 
leiding away, and oaeting fewall, feale, and diyoi, fie. 
Item, to this effect the towne orayes that the said 
William, bis mother and tatonr, may ratifie* the 
toun of Peibles thaire infeftment of the said hill of 
Hnmildoon and confess, under thair handis, that the 
said hill perteniB in propertie to the toon, and 
rennnee all pretence of ryoht, ather pvopertie or eom- 
monnitie, to the said hill and namelie the bounding, 
meithing, and merehing contenitin his ai^dhisfather** 
and the laird of Haltones infeftmentis, so fare as the 
•amin may comprehend the said hill of Hnmildoan.'* 

What were the laird of Oringletie*8 averments may 
be gathered from the **An8aeris for the towne of 
Peibles to William Bomet his claim: — 

" 1. Quhair he craves that he may be suffered to 
bruik the landis of Over and Nether Kidstines within 
certaine meitbes and merohes conteinit in his 
autbouris the lairdis of Haltoun thaire instrumentis, 
it is ansuert that the guid toun is content that be 
bruik his saidis landis of Kidstines and myln therof, 
hot sua that under that pretext he aodaime no 
lit)ertie nor ricbt within the landis perteiningto the 
said guid toun, and namelie, to the bill of Humil- 
doune, qubairin the said towne is infeft in anno 
1506, be umqnhile King James the fourte, per 
exprtuwm.^ with power to pasture, telle, and saw the 
same; quhilk infeftment in anno 1506 is lang 
anterior to any infeftment granted to the lairdis of 
Haltoun conteining any sick meitbes and merches 
that may seime to include the hill of Hnmildoune, 
in so far as the eldest infeftment that the lairdis of 
Haltoun hes is onlie the infeftment granted to 
umqnhile Alexander, this laird of Haltonnes father, 
quha could nether have validelie or lawfully par- 
chessit ane infeftment from the King bearand new 
boondis and merches quhilkis wer nocht in his old 
Infeftmentis, thairby comprehending and including 
unlawfullie the proper heretage of the guid town, 
qubairin thei stuid infeft be fore. Lyka8,be the 136 
act of Eling James 6, bis 12 parliament, it is statute 
that no new boundand infeftmentis sail work in 
prejadice anent the boundis or merohes, ather i In 
propertie or commontie, to any nther persoun, and 



thftt all qaMMoBM thairanent laU be deiennliMd be 
all judges in the seine torte e^d numeral i£ thaire 
wer no mentionne of boondli and merohee oonienit 
in the laidie new infeftmentii. 

**2. And qnhair the said TriUiam alledgee that hii 
authonrii, the leirdis of HaUonn, were i|ifelt be 
Kinjs James 4 in anno 1512, per eogpremmh in the hill 
oallit Greine Meldoon (<|[uhilk be >alledgei to be 
Hnmildoon) in pvopertie, it is ansneri.that giveand, 
and nooht grantandt .tiuit Ghneae Meldoon wer 
Hnmildoan, 3rit the gnid toon is infef t in the hill of 
Hamiidoon as said is in the yeir of God 1506, lang 
before them, and hes [ever] beine in posssssionn 
senqrne be bniiking and debarring of nthers, and 
namelie the lairdia of Haltonn. 

"3. Item, qnhair he erayes that the tonn will 
remoTe thaire merohes set down ^poun.the bill, it is 
ansnert that is not reasoonable^ bot be tbaeontiaire, 
be yerten af thair old infef tment anterionr to the 
daimers, thej hare, beine ever, past memanrie in 
possessioon of the said hill within the merohes now 
standing, qoherby the hill of Hnmildoan and thafre 
propertleis distinguished fra thelandis of Kidstounes; 
for if the merches wer< removed then the claimer 
wald take advantage to inorotohe within theirs pro- 
pertie, qnhilk were noeht reasonnable. And farder, 
it is altcgidder denyed that Greine Meldonn and 
Hnmildoan is all one, bot be the oo9traire, Greine 
Meldonn aiiat Wbyte ICeldoan is ane hill within 
the boandis of Kidstonn qnhilk the olaimer brotkis 
and in possessionn qabaixof the tonn does nowayes 
trnUe him. 

"i. Item, qnhair he craves that his landis of 
Eidstoanes may be merehed be eertana meithes men- 
tionat in his oudme, even to the tope of Hnmildoan, 
as the laird of Haltoan brnikit, and that all the 
tonnes merohes may be lifted qnhilkis ar within 
theese boandis, and that he may naire richt of oom- 
montie on the rest of the said hill, and that oon- 
forme to ane pretendit originall charter granted be 
the earle of Denglas and oonfirmed be Bobert the 
seonnd, and eonformeitoane deoreit of rednctionn 
of the determinatioan of ane inqoeist, and oonforme 
to the lordis interloqnitoar in Jane and Jaly 1628 
efter visitationn:— It is ansnerit that the desire of 
the said article is altogidder anieasonnable, beoans 
the toan of Peibles is infef t, as said is, in the hiU of 
Hnmiltoan,sier ea^pmmim, as thair propertie, and he 
can nocht oMime any merohes to beset donn qnhilk 
may inolode any parte of the said hill, bot thei ar 
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content that he bruik his landie of Kidetoaues out- 
with the merohea, qaherby the bill of Humildon is 
distingoifhed fra the landis of Kidstones, qahilkis ar 
the merohes now standuid and ever hes beine past 
memorie of man; lykas the toan hes beine in per- 
petuall poisessioun to debar the landis of Haltoon 
from incroaohing within the saidis merches. And as 
to the Earle of Dowglas infeftment and King 
Kcbertes confirmatioan the samin can availe the 
chumer nothing, nor carle him to ony rycht of Humil- 
doon hill, becaws the claime itselff beares it to be 
onlie of the landis of Kidstoan, with use of 
the commoun pasturage perteining tberto, quhilk 
oommoun pastnrage can nowyes be understuid to be 
within the tonnes propertie, bot to be allanerlie that 
commoan pasturage quberof the heretonris of Kid- 
stoun wer and ar yet in poesessioun, viz., the com- 
monntie oi Glentress, quhilk is promiscouslie poasess- 
it in commountie both be the towne of Peiblis and 
be the heritouris of EUdstoun. And as to the deoreit 
of rednctioan quherby the determinatioun of the 
inqueist wes fund to have beine superflnousele 
delyverit, that can nowayes evince the claimer or his 
awthoris to have riobt to Homildoun hiU, bot onlie to 
the commountie of Glentress, beoaus the errour of the 
said inqueist wes that thei fund the toun of Peiblis 
to have the sole rycht to the commountie of Glentress. 
And as to the pretendit interloquitouris in anno 1628 
thaire wes never any sick interloquitour in rerum 
luUurUf bot be the oontraire sindrie interloquitouris 
in favouris of the said towne of Peibles. 

'*5. Item, to the thrid article of the claime quherby 
he craves that the toun wald remove thaire merches 
aff his ancient and nncontra verted arable land of Over 
and Nether Kidstones, and that he may have the 
commountie of the rest of the hill of Humildoun, it 
is ansuerit that the toun hes no merohes at all within 
his landis of Kidstones, bot be the contrar in 
may appeare that thare is arable landis withif 
the merches of Humildoun, theese ar the propet 
landii of the toun of Peibles as beand ane parte or 
thair said hill of Humildoun quliairin thei ar infef t 
per eacpreuum as thaire propertie. And albeit the 
lairdis of Haltoun or the tennentis of Kidstoun for 
the tyme hes now and then in telling tyme spurred 
out upoun the said hill quher the same lyes oontigae 
to the saidis landis of Kidstones, yet theese wer bot 
wrongis done be the saidis lairdis of Haltoun and 
tennentis of Kidstounis quhilk the toun of Peiblea 
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redressed Mies qwties it oooorred, ather be laying 
down of the same agane or be sawing, sheiring, or 
leiding away the same. And as to that pairte 
quhiiir he craves oommoantie to the rest of the hUi 
ansaeris as to the seound article. Item, the claimer 
man ante omma produce the wreatis qahairon his 
olaime is fonndit." 

Selections from Accounts 1685-6, — ^The prinoipal 
items of revenne for this year were ** Come mylnes 
(two), £636, ISs. 4d.; customs, £120; Walkmylne, 
£32; mail of Dalatha, £12; Whalmfoot, £46, 3s. 4d; 
tenants of Afylton, £21, 6s. 8d.; fen maills of moore, 
16 ac. at 6s. 8d., £5, 68. 8d; maill of the lodgeing 
[apparently the *' grit boos" purchased from James 
Tnedie in 1631], £24, &o. Summa of the haiU charge, 
£970. 3s. 8d." Z)M&tfrsemenC»—Z655—** For helping 
of Tueid Bridge, viz., for great nattlis and bottis 
[bolts] to ane of the trie stowpis, 4b.; item, 4^ pund 
weoht leid, 15s.; item, for a bnrding hedder, 80d. 
To the pyp^r and drummer their bonnteth schoone, 
328. 1636— Jan, — To ane old blind man cfJlit Boyd, 
6s. For 4 faddom towis to the great bell, 12s. To 
James Haddane and his son for four dayis work at 
Kaidmoore hous, £4. For a gang of harro teith to 
be naillis, 68. To John Weir to cast the Hie Streit 
at the weU, 8s. Jan. 28— To Mr Andro Watsoun 
direct to Edinbur^ to the bishop anent the commis- 
sariat, £3, lOs.; item, to him for the byre of ane 
naig, 26s. 8d. Item, at his retume, with the pro- 
vest and bailyies, in his awin chamber, thrie quarts 
aill, 10s.; item, the said tyme, thrie choppines wyne 
and twa breid, 20s. To creppill Johnstoun, saze 
pence, with a groat to carie him to Menner Kirk, 
lOs. Mar, 29— To ane sohoUer, at command of the 
persoun and utheris of the counsel!, 18s. April 8 — 
To the setteris of merohe stanis fra the Ebt Porte to 
the well, in persons of the justices of peace, ane 
galloun of aill and two breid, ISs. 4d. For casting 
of four thousand faill to the Old Town bridge, 48s. 
To John Gilles for twyse goeing to visit the foldis 
biggit on the Eschellie oommouns, 6s. To a orepill 
osllit Wallace who in his youth had beine a braiker 
of lynt, 88. May — To Cardronaes man bringing 
home the saidill [race prize], of drinlisilver, 12s. 
On Beltane day to ane honest man, 40s. For the 
■carse to the ef ter schott, £12, 15s. For a load of 
aittis to the raice, £17. To the gentillman that 
wan the bell, a pynt of wyne, 12s. To a schip 
broken man, 6s. To the derkia wyfe oonforme to 



kw oompft, iSU.* ]?9r 4mfi«g.tlke Uqg ladder ha 
thekkk(Qtb«tQlli||i1ihaigalloa«m,l3B. 4d. To the 
■klaifctor for pointing jbbe t$iUbuith, ohaipell, and 
hmd of l^e BteipUl, £13, 6s. 8d.; for 600 sklaitis to 
ftho Mid «ork«£4. 16a; for pinnea to the sklaittU, 10a. 
To-%ne n^mhant boy oaUit WiUiamaoan that had 
* hia pack stollin, 6a. July i?^To John Flenderlaith 
gO(9tng to ^dlnbiyrgh vith iMlte ateiller of Sir John 
SinUam hozae, 24s«; and for hia breakfaat, 6a. To 
John Aobein for ,the wairderia enterteinment, 6a. 
TciJ^tei^t BJeid for ^eck jknd Firenche wyne at the 
oommiaaionwia |>e|ng heir, £6, Sa. To bailljrie Moore 
directed to Edinbnirfth to my lord Traqnair the 10 
July* 5 daya, £7, IQa. To a preppill woman aitting 
aeik atthe porte a g?pat to heraelf and 2a. to carrie 
her, 6s. QoTia iw x^haongfing of 1^ doUonris of 
torneowris .[iinrno?j0r or torner, a copper coin 
•qqlvalent to a bodle] in whyto moneyia when the 
oommisaioner frent to Glasgow, 308.^' Amount of 
dif^nraements £834, 16s. 4d.; awa charge exoeidia 
diaohaige, £135, 8a. 6d. 

XHi^rtemenU 16S6-7— 16^:— To bringing np of 
twa of the brig tries f ra Taeid ayd, 10s. Dee. SI— 
To James Haddane for mending the briggs, 8s. 
X6S3^—Feb, iPd— To JuSargret Bid quhen John Lawder 
was maid borges, £8, 2s. Feb. lH—To James 
Haldnne for mending the Uttiil.trie brig, 13s. 4A, 
ToAndro Haldane for baring away of some stanes 
at the entrie. of the West Fort, 3a. 4d. M<Mrek—To 
Jpmofk Brptherstanes for thr^ttie twa dayes he was 
in the stepilU 6s. a day, £9, 2s. To James Gibaone 
for Maiion Ooyaneis kist, 27s. For making twa new 
leddnris, to James Haldane, 26s. 8d. April 86— To 
ane deiffe man, 12s. Map IS— To Wilfiam Melroa 
qnben he went to Edinburgh about the annuitie, 
36s. To ClaTid Plenderleith for the tonus pairt of 
the mending of the kirlc, £8, 17s. June ^To 
William Melroa for going to Selkirk to speir newes 
about the, plagne, 30s. June 5— To ane man oallit 
Walter H^res, at Qommand of the proTost, 12s. 
To PatrikTaitdie quhen h^ w^n% tomeitwith the 
oommiosiomrs about the going to Aberdene, thria 

* The proYCMt'a wife also it would appsar was a purreyer 
ol rsfrssnmeDts and had net aooounu^to collect:— ** 1084— 
Jan. 16— Decemes and ordeines James Haldin, wriekt, to 
oontont and pay to Issobell Lowes, spooa to Johnne Lowes, 
preyeat^ the iowme <tf nyne punma qnre sehiUinges mooey 
and .tiiat for ni««t. and drink and utheris ifuirniashment 
fuindaohit be hir to him at divexsapdaindrie tymsa, qahairof 
he rsTaiiiBis to makUr payment.^ ^^ 
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dftyei, £4, Kk. To John Grieve and his wm Steria 
OreWa for bigging of thrio mdes of dyke at the Eiit 
Port, £6. To Patrik Tod for day to it, 40i. To 
James Haldane for foar dayes work at the Wjmd of 
the North Port, to him lelf and hit ion, £4. June t9 
—To Patrick Thomeone, halllie, to go to Aberdein 
to the oonventioan, 100 merks. July— To John 
Speir, iklaitter, for the fint yeir for thair patrt of the 
repairing of the kirk, £44, 78. Au{nui t6 — To 
Thomas Dikisone, doctonr, for his yeiris senrioe to 
the toan. 20 merkis. SqOember 15— To James 
Wemes, glaisin wright, aOs. October— To Patrik Tod 
for f ailling of the wall at the ESst Port, 12s. October 
SI — To Stevin Greife for casting of Kdderstoan 
bnme, 24s. To the proyest, being direct to Bdin- 
bnrgh to melt with my lord thesanrer abont the 
charge gevin to the provest and baillies concerning 
the annnitie of th^ teyndis efter the persbne had 
grantit the ressait of the teyndis and send his dis- 
charge thairof to the oblleototiris qnhilk Was ref nissit, 
thrie dayes wages, £6.* Summa of the charge, £887, 
13f. 4d.; discharge, £650, 16b. 4d.; sua the charge 
ezcedis the discharge, £236, 17s. 

* An sot of parliament passsd in 1688 ratified to the king 
an annual allowanoo or annuity out of teinds at rates 
varying from 8i; to 10b. for each teind boU Of rictual and of 
6 p.c. on money, and authorised his IfaJeBty's treasuier to 
sue for paj'ment. The entry in the aocouuts above quoted 
indicates that though the parson had drawn the tebids the 
burgh was not relieved of liability. 
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xxrv. 

Rbnbwal op the Civil Wab — The 1640-1 Cam- 
paign. 

The treaty ooncltided between the King and the 
Covenanten in 1639 did not prove a perfect sacceu 
when it came to be put to practical application. In 
the interpretation of some of its more essential pro- 
visions variances arose and protracted discussions 
and negotiations ensued, but all efforts for concilia- 
tion were unavailing and at length Charles, backed 
by his English privy council and those influential 
sections of the people who were largely actuated 
by prelatical and Koman Catholic tendencies, but 
unsupported, nay, rather thwarted, by the constitu- 
tional authority of parliament, resolved on another 
appeal to arms. His fleet was ordered to be in readi- 
ness in April, the counties were to put the land 
forces in training and to assemble by the middle of 
May at Newcastle where was also to be placed a 
supply of artillery and ammunition, while stores of 
forage were to be forwarded timeously to Berwick. 
These schemes for the punishment of his non-com- 
pliant northern subjects were matured so far that by 
the month of July 1640 the King had an army of 
19,000 foot and 2000 horse readv for the march. 
Meanwhile the Scottish people had not been caught 
napping. Knowing by recent experience the in- 
stability of royal promises and obligations, the 
leaders had, on the disbanding of the army in 1639, 
retained their veteran officers in pay and otherwise 
kept up the military organization. Now that war 
was again imminent preparations for a contest pro- 
ceeded apace, persons of wealth contributed funds, 
merchants imported arms and ammunition,* and 

*The factors In Campvere, the privileged centre of 
Scottish continental trade for many centuries, were of in- 
dispensable service in this emergency:— **30A Nov. 1640 
— Anent the missive lettere sent be the oommittie of 
estaittis to the magiatrattis of this burgh, desyreing thame 
to geve warrant to thair commissionar to the biirrowis for 
subscryving ane baud of ane hundreth and (yftie thousand 
guylderis [equivalent to pounds Soots] to be borrowit be 
the haill burrowis of this realme addetit to the factouris in 
Campheir, the said couiBell hes oondisoendit that David 
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parliament which met in June gave instrtiotioni for 
the forces of the border shiros being pat in readiness 
and stationed in the best places for the defence of the 
country. General Leslie was put in command of all 
forces both by sea and land, and a committee of the 
estates was instructed to confer with him in declaring 
war or making peace. Abont the end of July regi- 
ments from each county were ordered to proceed to 
the general rendezvous with provisions for thirty or 
forty days, and in the beginning of August an army, 
consisting of 22,000 foot, 3000 horse, and a train of 
heavy artillery, took up the position occupied by the 
former one on Dunse ]^w. In this muster the part 
taken by Peebles will be gathered from the following 
extracts: — ** 1640— March 16 — Ordanes thebaillies to 
go throw the toun and sute payment of these that 
ressavit the pickis and muskettis with thair furnitour 
betuizt and this day aucht dayis, under the pane of 
warding. April 20 — Ordanes the baill counsell to 
attend and be present with the provest and bailyeis 
at the melting of the gentrie heir this day, iUc 
persons under the pane of fyve pundis anforgevin. 
June i5— Ordanes ane oullouris with tonnes airmes 
to be bocht. July 13— The counsell hes ordanit all 
the fourt men to go away to tak thair awin airmes 
gif they haif thame, and the uther thrie to contribute 
with bira and act thame for his relieff pro raJta^ and 
gif the fourt man haif na armour of his awin that he 
and his pertineris furnish airmes to him, and he an4 
they all actit to relieve utheris. July i6— The 
provest and bailyeis of Peblis, with avise and con- 
sent of the baill counsell of this burgh, bes actit 
thameselffis for relief of the haill cumpanie as fourt 
men now presentlie going furth of this toun to the 
airmie, to provyde als mony ntheris men at the expyr- 
ing of the fourtie days prescry vit to thame as will re- 
leiff all these men now presentlie going away, and that 
under the pane of thair f redome at the fourtie dayes 
end. Auffust 10— OrdAnea the provest and baillies to 
intromet with the bora quhilk was James Dikesones, 
with his furnitour, and to send the samyn in service 

Plenderlayth, thair commfssionar, gif neid requyre, sail 
ather subscryve the samyn or utherwayis do thairintiU as 
the rest or maist palrt of the commiasionaris of burrowis 
sail do thairintiil." The convention agreed that the factors 
•thould be repaid their expenditure in the first place by the 
burfrhs, and It was intended that they should subsequently 
be recouped out ef public dues. The money had been ex- 
pended by the factors in the purchase of *' armes and am- 
munition for defence ol the oountrie." 
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to the airmie. Oomperit William Wichtman and 
offerit his naig and furnitour for the present service 
in the airmie, in the counsellis will, and declarit he 
coft his naig for sevintene pnndis and some oddes. 
Oomperit lykewyis John Dikesone and alleging the 
said naig pertening to James Dikesone to he deliverit 
to him he the said James for payment of sum 
money is addebtit he him to the said John, and 
referrit him in the counsellis will, and declairit the 
said naig was coft for xxv li. Qahilkis tua horsais, 
with tbair saddillis and oreillis being deliverit to the 
said James Dikesone and he accepted and promittand 
to go to the airmy tbair with and serve thairwith 
these men gone fnrth of this burgh alanerlie, he hes 
actit him to serve the samyn men deutifullie at all 
occasions requirit, upone this conditioun that gif it 
pleis God the airmie aryse and the men of this burgh 
cum hame agane within fourtie dayis nixt heirefter 
he sail cum in the counsellis will for his satisfaction; 
and gif the said airmie dissolve not within fourtie 
dayis hot that tbair be ane encounter betuixt thame 
and the Inglis airmie, as God forbid, he brinji^ng 
hame baith the saidis naigis haill and sound he saU 
half his chois of thaime. AugvM IS— Oomperit John 
Buchannan, cordonar in Peblis, and become cautioner 
for Bobert Buchannan, sojour of the cumpanie of the 
laird of Keir, captane at the airmie, that the said 
Robert sail repair agane to the said captane and his 
companie immediatlie after the dait heirof, and that 
he suld obtene ane testificat of his entrie agane to the 
said cumpanie at captane William Lyle of Bassenden 
subscryvit be him, testifeing the said Robert to be 
returnit to his awin cumpanie and cullouris within 
aucht dayis heirefter." In the accounts also there 
are some references to the raising of the army: — "1640 
— May 14 — Gevin to Patrik Trotter quhen the provest 
enterit him to Leivetenent Elphingstoun to be the 
townis sojour, ane doUour, 54s. May 2^— Gevin to 
Alexander Ewmond and Alexander Sunderland 
quhen they went as the townis sojors away with 
Oaptane Home, } doUour each, 54s. May 1^— Gevin 
to the provest quhilk be had gevin out to Patrik Trotter 
quhen he had feyit him for the town in erles, 27a. 
AiJigtiat i^— Gevin for half a laid lyme for James 
Dickisone quhair for I had his clok in poynd, and 
quhen he went away with the baggage hors at com- 
mand of the provest I was directit to give it him 
agane, 48. ^ August ^— Gave to the provest quhilk 
he had gevin to ane man quho had come with ane 
letter from the committee of estaittis to the toun, 6s. 
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August ^—Gevin to John Bobene for famishing 
Alexander Ewmond* f jto dayie meit, at oommand of 
theprovest, I60. 8d.'' 

The reaoaioes at the oommand of the Scottish forces 
would not admit of their remaining long in a state 
of inaction, and aooordingly the resolation was taken 
that, in place of abiding an attack, they should 
assume the aggressive and march into England. The 
Danse Law camp was broken up, and the Tweed 
crossed at Ooldstream on 2l8t August. The repulse 
of an attack from the Berwick garrison in passing was 
the principal incident of the march, and on the 26th 
of the month they encamped on Newcastle Moor. 
A detachment of the English army was posted in the 
immediate neighbourhood, and in an engagement 
between the two forces wluch took place a couple of 
days after the arrival of the Scots, the royalists were 
completely routed. With the sanction of the 
authorities, the town of Newcastle was occupied by 
the victorious army, who thereby secured a plentiful 
supply of arms and provisions. Tynemouth and 
Shields, with the vessels there belonging to the 
King's fleet and their stores, shortly afterwards fell 
into their hands, and Durham was also surrendered 
to them. Oharles, with the main body of his army, 
was now stationed at York, and thither the Scottish 
leaders sent commissioners to negotiate for peace. 
After various conferences, an armistice till the 
middle of December was agreed upon, the Scottish 
army which had been largely reinforced being secured 
in a suitable allowance for their maintenance in Eng- 
land pending the final adjustment of terms. Trans- 
ferred to Westminster, negotiations with the king 
were continued, and a satisfactory treaty at length 
adjusted. By arrangement he visited Scotland in 
the following autumn, when the acts of parliament of 
1640, which had not hitherto received his sanction, were 

E reclaimed in his name, a number of other salutary 
twB were enacted by the legislature, and in effect 

* This is probably the Alexander Ewmond who went away 
as a '*8oJour" on 16th May and was "borrowlt" out ol 
raison for the pnrpose: — AprU 24 — " Oomperit John 
Ewmond, sone laufull to Thomas Ewmond, wobster, buries 
of Peblis, quha haveing borrowit Alexander Ewmont« nis 
brother, as being incaroerat and wairdit for oertahie crimi- 
nail matteris layed to his ohairg, etc, and actit himself 
adther to re-enter agalne the said Alexander in the waird 
and jiteiple of Peblis or els to enter himself thairin upon sex 
howris waimeinff to undergoe sik censure as sail be imposit 
upon the said Alexander for his demerities. and that under 
the peine of ana handereth pundis money." 
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there was conoeded to tlie Ooyenanten pniotleAlIf 
everything they had contended for. The army, 
which all this time had remained on EngUsb soil, now 
(August 1641) returned after a twelvemonth's absence, 
and was disbanded. 

The following extracts relate to the period when 
the army was in England, durkig which time there 
were also Tarioiis military movements going on in this 
country: — **1640—J>ec, 7— The provest, batlyies, and 
coonsell hes actit and oblest themselfes that incaice 
payment be not had of iiij s. money for everie sodger 
in the day quartered in thair housis be the generall 
commissar, tnat they sail mak payment thairof to the 
inhabitants according as they are quartered. J641 
—Jan, X^Thomas Fotheringhame, appeirand of 
Dnnnne, and Alexander tJdward, his lieatennent; 
James Sibbald, ensenye; James Qnhyt, servitour to 
the said captane Thomas, John Wellis, serjant; 
Robert Wairdrope, sojonr to the said captane; John 
Gleg, younger, and James Scott in Peblu, admitted 
burgessis and friemen of this burgh. Feb. 90 — 
Arohbald Oampbell, lieutennent; Jhone Maxwell, 
ensenye; Bobert Glen and Michaell Lyndsay, serjand- 
is; WiUiam Glen, captane at armes; and James 
Lennox, drummer under captane George Hall, of my 
lord erle of Argyle his cumpanie, now approaching 
and repairing from this to Dnmbartane,* and Walter 
Williamsone, ane of the sojouris of the said cumpanie 

. . . admitted burgessis of this burgh. Fd>, 15 
—David Flenderlaith is ordanit toryde to Edinburgh 
to deill with the committie of estaittis anent the 
cumpanie of sojiris and payment of thair bygaae 
intertenement, and thair removing from this burgh. 
jPe5. iSi^The oounsell hes concludit that the naig 
brocht hame be James Dikesone be prescDtlie intro- 
mettit with be the officers and comprysit and de- 
liverit to John Dikesone in payment, according to the 
worth of the naig f urnischit be him of the baggage 
naigis sent to the camp, conforme to the former act 
of counseU beiring the said James to restoir ane of the 
saidis nidgis. HTw, 1 — Ordanes the bailyeis to tak 
tryell of the airmour cum hame f ra the camp. IHc, 
8 — Compt of the armes deliverit be the burgh of 
Pebles to the inhabitantes thereof in anno 1639 and 
for which they wer wamit and convenit befor the 
burrowis court: [here follows list, from which it 
appears that 41 "musquettes" and 41 "pickes" were 

* Ths fortress of Dambarton had fallen into the postes< 
don d the Oovenaaters on the day of the KewcMtle vletoiy. 
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deliyered to the penoiui named.] Dec, 25— Item, 
that all thee qaha reeaayit ony of the tonnei mnikettii 
and piokis pay for the eamyn betoixt and the first 
day of Febrnar nixt, under the pane of donbling." 

Additional items from aoeeonts:— 16^^— S^ip. 30— 
To the proyest that he gave to ane post that oame 
with letteres fra QalasoheiUiB, 18s.; to give a man 
that came to the toun with letteres from the com- 
mittie of Edinbnrgh, Ids. Sep, f9— To John Robene 
for f ornisching the twa sojores that lap the steipiU, 
for four dayes meitt, 26s. 8d. To Gilbert Frissell for 
bringing of ane letter from the oonventionne of 
borrowes to the protest, 6b. Oct, 10— To Thomas 
Patersone to go to Jedbnrgh with the sojores fugitives 
in our town, qoha stayit away f onr dayes, £6. Item, 
I gave to the sojores be the way in meit and 
drink, at slndrie tymes, 90s. Item, qnhen the 
said Thomas and I lett them I gave the said sojouris 
in money nther 90b. i^^G^vin to George Oon- 
sohell for bringing ane packet of letters from Kelso, 
^ tS — Gevin to ane man that brooht letten to 
the provest, 6s. To James Taedie to go to Sir David 
Murray with the sam letter, Ss. Dec 7— Gevin to 
the provest qohilk he gave to Leivetonnent-Colonell 
Kimnmonthis scriviner, 48s. To James Tnedie to 
go to the Pime and to Stobo with letters, 12b. 8— 
Gevin to sex oadgeris to oary from Peibillis to Stobo 
with EinnimontiB sojonris pickes and muskettis and 
ntheris thair fnmitonr, 3os. iB5— Gevin to John 
Forbes, ane poet, that came with a packet of lettoris 
to the provest, 88. tS^To Gilbert Fraser, post, 
qnha oame with ane letter fra the committee to the 
provest for the melting at Edinburgh the 9th of 
Januar, 8s.'' 




166 OLiAiinraB f bom thi bubgh Bioo&tNi. 



XXV. 

Civil Wab in England — Solemn Leagub and 
Covenant between the Two Countbibs— 
Scottish Abmt in England— Mabquib of 
Hamduton — Cabeeb of Montbose — Ob- 

OANISATION FOB DEFENCE— BATTLE OF PHILIP- 
HAUGH— BETBEAT THBOUGH PEEBLES— VISITA- 
TION OF Pest. 

Encoubaged by the snocess which bad crowned the 
efforts of the Scottish patriots, the predominaot 
party in the English parliament became more exorbi- 
tant in their demands, and their enthusiastic anta- 
gonism to despotic anthority led them to the adoption 
of measures, some of which can only be characterised 
as unconstitutional. They sought to deprive the 
King of authority in certain State affairs, which were 
undoubtedly within the royal prerogative, and other- 
wise retaliated with as much intolerance as ever had 
been manifested towards themselves. Besistance, or 
rule by sufferance of parliament, seemed the two 
alternatives on which Charles had to decide, and he 
was not the man to hesitate in the choice. Around 
his baAner there rallied the main body of the nobility 
and gentry — the Cavaliers— while the great towns 
had chiefly to be depended on for supplying the 
forces of the parliament. Townsmen and the 
Puritanic section of squires and farmers — ^the Bound- 
head army — were at first at a disadvantage when 
they met the splendid cavalry of the Cavaliers in 
the field; and, reduced to considerable straits, the 
English parliament, in August 1643, sent com- 
missioners to their Scottish brethren soliciting assist- 
ance. Previous to this, the Scottish leaders, them- 
selves now happily relieved from apprehension on 
their own account, had more than once offered to 
mediate between the King* and his adversaries, but 

*The MiurquiB of Hamilton was about this time the 
trusted delegate of the Kiug in his commanications with 
the Scottish estates. This nobleman, who had been created 
a duke only a few dsys previously f the patent is dated 12th, 
but probably had net reached its destination), visited 
Peebles 21st April 1048, and received the ususl attentions 
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their •emoei had not been accepted. The negotia- 
tions between the two parliaments now resalted in 
the adoption of the Solemn Leagne and Covenant, a 
docnment intended to be subscribed by all persons 
in both kingdoms, whereby they boand themselves 
by oath to mutual defence against all foes, to the 
extirpation of prelacy, popery, heresy, and pro- 
faneness, and to the maintenance of the rights of 
parliament along with royal authority.* The league 
was ratified by the convention of estates on 17th 
August, and within a few days proclamation was 
made that all men between 16 and 60 years of age 
provide themselves with specified arms and forty 
days' provisions, and be m readiness to join the 
rendezvous on 48 hoars* notice. For more speedily 
putting the country in a posture of defence, colonels 
were nominated, and committees of war were ap- 
pointed in the different shires. For the shires of 
Edinburgh, Haddington, Peebles, and bailliary of 
LauderdaiU, there were seven colonels of foot named. 
Lord Tester being one of them, and the Earl of 
Haddington was appointed colonel of the horse. 
The committee of war for the sheriffdom of Peebles 
consisted of Sir Alexander Murray of Blakbaronie, 
Sir David Murray of Stanehope, Sir John Veitch of 
Dawick, James Nasmith of Posso, John Haldon of 
that ilk, James Geddes of Bachan, John Diksone of 

bestowed on distiiig^ished stmngrers: — **Ane noble and 
michiie lord, James, Mu'ques of Hammiltoun, erle of 
Arran and Cambridge, lord of Aven, Innerdaill and Arbroth, 
malster of the horss to his Majestie, knicht of the most 
honorable ordour of the gairter, gentilman of his Majesties 
bedchalmer, and ane of hu Majesties most honorable coun- 
sellouris of baith his hienes kingdomes, &c, is creat burgee 
and frie man of the burgh of Peblis; with power to his lord- 
ship to use and exerce all priviledges and liberties thairof ; 
and his lordship being present and acceptand the samyn in 
and upone him hes promeisit to be ane freind to the said 
burgh, assist and concur with thame in all thair lawfull 
eflahris, quhalrupone the said preveist ancl bailyeis with 
advyse of the said counsell, decemit actis." At same time 
there were also admitted bui^esses " ane noble lord John, 
lord Barxanie; Sir William Bailyle of Lamyngtoun, knicht; 
Sir William Lockhart of Garstairls, knicht; Major-Oeneral 
Bailye of Lethame; Hir James Weir of Sanbyres, knicht; 
Oavin Hammilton of Baploch; William Hammiltoun of 
Dalserff ; John Marheid of Lynbank; Alexander Bailyieof 
Bagbie; James Weir of Eers;" and a number of "servi- 
touris." 

* The solemn league and covenant was on 26th September 
1648 confirmed by that assembly of divines at Westminster 
who in the same year compiled the Confession of Faith 
and the larger and uiorter oateohisma still in use. 
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HMrtmyrt, WHliam LvU, ilMreff depate, Attdro 
Har of Haystoan, William Govan of Oardrono, 
William Taeidie of Wrae, James Busaell of Kin^- 
•yde, John Williameioane for Peiblis, Sir John 
Yeitoh, oonveiner, or in his absence, Sir Alexander 
Murray. 

Arrangements were forthwith tet aboat for the 
equipment of an army to march into England and on 
19th January 1644 the assembled forces, again under 
the comand of the Earl of Leven (Leslie), nambering 
18,000 foot and 3500 horse, crossed the Tweed. Con- 
nected with the raising of this force there are a few 
notices in the reoord»:—** 164S— December 9— The 
haill counsell present to meit with the persons upone 
Weddinsday nixt betuixt ane and tua houris ef ter- 
none anent the nominatioun of the fourt man. Ilk 
persone absent rttU pay ten schillings. December iBO — 
The counsell ordanes eyerie houshalder, minster or 
maistres of familie, and seryant man, betuixt sextie 
and sextene yeris, to gif f ourtie sohillingis for out- 
putting the fourt man within this burgh the mome at 
ten houris, under the pane of doubling. [Considera- 
tion to l>e had] anent the airmes to be gotten fra 
Captane Lyle and utber armes to be furnished to the 
sojouris. The proveist and tua bailyeis to speik Mr 
John Hay anent the leavie moneyis and baggage 
horssis and to report upone Friday efter none nixt. 
December t6 — ^Anent the fourt man of this burgh de- 
signit to go furth upone this present expeditioun, 
[the roll] now subsoryvit be the provest, bailye, and 
ane grit pairt of the counsell, allowis ilkane of thame 
thrie dollouris for hail moneyis and f amisching by 
and attour the leavie moneyis, viz., tua dolouris, and to 
sequent thame the mome. 1645-—J(m, 5— Comperit 
Andro Edzer, leivetennent; Johne Broune, sons to 
umquhile Andro Broune ofHairtrie, ensigne; James 
Hendersone and James Purdie, sergandis in ane of 
the companies going furth for the sherefdome of 
Peblis in this present expeditioun, and [were]. . • 
admittit burgessis and friemen of the burgh. 
Jtmua/ry 5— The haill counsell hes ordanit Thomas 
Patersone, present, being thryse sent for be the 
proveist and bailyeis and refuisand to cum to thame 
to be wairdit for the space of xlviij houris, and to 
remane in waird ay and quhill he redeliver to John 
Pringill ane {>i8tolet borrowit be the said Thomas fra 
him. Ordanis also Alexander Forrester to be wairdit 
ay and quhill he redeliver to John Pringle ane 
musket upone the ressait of the said pistolet. 
January 8—Th9 Qounsell ordan«i James Chishohn*, 
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quha is wairdit for not going farth to the present 
expeditioan, to be releivit apone sufficient oawtioiaa 
that he salbe reddie to go farth qtihensoever the 
provest and bailyeis sail requyre him, under the pane 
of fourtie pundis and going turth of his said cawtioner 
for him incaice of failye." 

Under the military genius of Cromwell the parlia- 
mentary forces were by this time rapidly regaining 
lost ground, and when the northern army went into 
co-operation with the invincible ironsides the royal 
cause became a hopeless one. Prince Rupert's 
powerful army was shattered at Marston Moor in 
July, and in the same month of the following year 
the finishiDg great disaster befel the King at Naseby. 
Meanwhile in the north of Scotland the Marquis of 
Montrose, who had parted from the Covenanters, 
on grounds which he was always ready to justify, 
and become the staunohest of royalists,* had been 
carrying out a series of brilliant successes culminat- 
ing in the great victory of Kilsyth (15th August 1645) 
which for the moment made him master of Scotland. 
Unfortunately for the success of his schemes, the 
bulk of the Highlanders, as was their wont, returned to 
their homes with the spoils of war, while he with an 
attenuated following marched southward in a futile 
attempt to unite his forces with what remained of 
those of the King. Attacked at Philiphaugh by 
David Leslie, who on receipt of the news of Kilsyth, 
had marched northward from Hereford with the 
flower of the Scottish army, Montrose sustained a 
crushing defeat, and on the evening of the same day 
he was in Peel)les vanquished and in flight. The 
records cease for some weeks about this time, a cir- 
cumstance sufficiently accounted for by the troubles 
of war and prevalance of the pest, and consequently 
there is no allusion in that quarter to the illustrious 
fugitive. Passing westward and through Clydesdale 
Montrose reached the Highlands in personal safety 
but his power in the field never again obtained any 
prominent ascendancy. At the elections of the town 
council in the following year orders from the con- 
vention of estates were produced by the parson, for- 
bidding the choice of any who had complied with 
the ** rebels'* and had not given satisfaction to the 
kirk. From anything which appears in the records 
it cannot be gathered that the marquis had snp- 

* Montrose got his commission as the Kine's lieutenant- 
general in Scotland on Ist February 1644, and on 10th May 
following he was ereated a marquis. 
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porten Id Peeblei, though it might have been differ- 
ent bad he, while a Tiotorioas general on the maroh 
■oathwardi, taken the Olyde and Tweed instead of 
the Gala roate. The following extracts apply to the 
period between the date of the Scottish army enter- 
ing England and the close of the 1645 campaign: — 
** 1644— Mar, 11— The act of conyention of estaittia 
anent the excise was proclamit at this kirk and haiU 
kirkis within this sherefdome npone the Sondayis 
the thrid and tent dayis of Merohe instant.* Pro- 
ducit be the protest ane precept direct to him 
be Mr Alexander Fonlis for ansnering these that 
fumisoht Balleotynes tronperis of thrie score nyne 
pandis nyne schillingis and deliverit to Patrik 
Thomsone, bailyie. April 19 — Johne Williamsone, 
thesaurar, is ordanit to ryd to Edinburgh with ane 
band, sobscryvit be the provest, bidlyeiL and 
counsell, for threttie airmes, half pick and half 
mnsket, togidder with thrie stane of ball and thrie 
stanes powder, and sicklyke to by daillis and tries 
for the briggis. Ordanes ane mosture to be the 
morne npone Tweid Greine at ten honris. April t5 
— ^The counsell ordanes Johne Melros, conper, elder, 
to be wairdit, William Melros, couper, his wyff to 
be banischit and his boas and haill insicht thairin to 
be arreistit for the said William his fleing away and 
being fugitive fra his injunotiounes anent the out- 
going to this present expeditionn, and the thesanrar 
to intromet with the said William his gnidis to the 
use of the publict. May 6— The connseU hes ordanit 
Thomas Tuedie, quha was fngitive fra the expeditionn 
to Dumfries,t to be wairdit in the stepill, thairin to re- 
mane for the space of tnentie fonr-honris and farder 
ay and qnhill he find sufficient cawtionn that hesalbe 
reddie to go on quhensoever he salbe reqnyrit. 
Ordanes ane musture and wapounschawing to be 
npone Setterday nixt, and thes that hes mnskettlB 
ilkane to half ane pund of powder and ane pund of 
ball, and^he toun sail provyde and geye thame matohe. 
May f7 — [James Williamsone, provost, elected com- 
missioner to Parliament by nine votes aginst two 

* On Slat January 16A4 the convention of estates ordered 
proclamation at market crosses and in parish kirks of the 
imposition of excise duties on certain commodities, to help 
in meeting the expenses of the Soots armies in Enghmd and 
Ireland. 

t Montrose had seised the town of Dumfries in April, but 
was attacked by the Covenanters with a superior force and 
had to retreat to Carlisle. Other instances <tf desertion 
from the army are noticed in the printed Beoordi^ pp. 977-8. 
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giyen for Patrik Thomione bailie.] Oct, 7— The 
haill ooansell to visit the haill toun wallis. Nov. 4 — 
Appointis the magistrattis to convene anei this oalk 
and oonsider the rollis of these quha ar ordanit at 
the last wapounschawing to provyde thame selffis of 
airmoar, and to cans thame buy and tak the samyn 
and to pay thairfor. John Bobene to give ane 
compt of the haill tonnes lookis and to cans lock the 
portis nichtlie thairwith. Dec. i?— Ordanes all these 
that wantis and ref osit tlie pickis and mnsketis ather 
to accept the samyn from the thesaarar or ellis to be 
wairdit. Dec, l?5— William Lowis chosin commission- 
ar to the bnrroois, parliament, and generall assemblie. 
1645— Peb, 17 — The connsell appoyntis this day 8 
dayis to meit anent the loane and tax gilderis money, 
and ez^se first, and second bandis for airmees. 
March T^Deliverit to the proveist the warrandis 
gevin be umqnliile raitmaister Ballenden, Sir 
Miohaell Nasmyth, and Major Hew Wallace, and 
Captane John Murray.* March 10 — Ordanes the 
haOl three officeris to wame vidsaim for the watch in 
the nioht, and to wame thame the nioht befoir, and 

* OonseqaeDt on the dread inspired by the successes 
which were attending Montrose's army and the ravages 
committed by the victors, or as the convention of estates 
expressed it, " the great prejodice and danger which the 
kingdom and religion hath susteened by the late invasion 
of the Irish rebellu and our nnnaturall countrymen." it was 
on 27th February 1646 ordered by parliament that for the 
greater security of the country, every shire and burgh 
dhonld from 1st March to Slst August then ensuing enter- 
tain a proportion of horse and foot soldiers, according to 
the rolls set down in the act The total number of foot 
soldiers to be raised from the counties was 9873 and from 
burghs 1879. Of these the shire of Peebles had to supply 
182, and the bnrgh 10. One of the effects contemplated by 
the legislature in paasinff the act was that the oounti^r 
would be freed of quartenngs, billetings, and plunderings, 
and tiiat '*the labourers and tradesmen may doe thair 
labour at home except upoun extreme necessitie." The 
entry quoted in the text probably refers to the new organisa- 
tion. The recent exploits of Montrose which were caus- 
ing alarm had been the defeat of the Covenanters at Tipper- 
mnir, and the occupation of Perth in September, the 
subsequent over-running of the Highlands with the 
ravaging of Argyle's country, and the total rout on Ist 
Febmary of that nobleman's army at Inverlochy (scene of 
the development of the plot in A Legend of Montrot, includ- 
ing Dugald Dalgetty's knighthood); and these were followed 
by the storming of Dundee on 4Ui April, and other suc- 
cesses on to that of Kilsyth. It will be observed that the 
•tout burgesses of Peebles set about strengthening thair 
defences, and had the marquis got as far south they might 
have given him a warm reception. 
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upone the mome to report to the n^aj^istrat flppointit 
over thame and sie thame enter at fyve houris in the 
morning, and to await till nyne houris at even. 
And incaice ony officeries pas by ony to serve thame 
Belffis, and sicklyk ordaneH thame to warne the haill i 

auld toun ut supra. April 7 — The proveiat, bailyeia, ] 

and counsell hes condiscendit to visit the haill tonnes 
wallis and to cans these that hes the heid rowmes 
thairof to big and repair the saming according the 
auld beicht. In presence of the proveist, bailyeie, 
and haill counsell, at the toun wall betaixt the tol- 
buith on the west and the yaird and wall thairof of 
John Diksone on the eist, compeirit James Heckf urd 
[and several others] and actit thame selffis to big and 
repair ilk ane of thame tbair pairtis of the ^aid toan 
wall of stane and mortour als heich and sufficient as^ 
the said Johne Diksone and Johne AYilliam&one 
tbair pairtis of the said toun wall; and that within 
ten dayis heirefter, ilk persone under the pane of ten 
pundis money; and that nane of thame mak or haif 
ony passage or way over the said wall to the water or 
otberwyis, under the aaid pane. JvUy 18 — The 
persones undemamit ar appointit to go f urth in the 
expeditioun to St Johnstoun [Perth], viz., Alexander 
Dikesone, William Melros, John Robesone, Thomas 
Greve, James Watsone; John Hunter, servitor to 
James Williamsone; John MackuUoch, servitour to 
Alexander Williamsone; John Carraill, servitour to 
John Williamsone; Kichert Porteous, John Fell. 
July 21 — The counsell hes ordanit James William- 
sone, proveist, David Plenderlaith, bailye, and 
William Lowis to go to the airraie to Lyntonn with thair 
fute men to the randevowis thair. Aug. S3 — Con- 
venit in the tobuith of Peblis, the proveist, bailyeis, 
and haill counsell thairof (except Patrik Thomsone, 
bailye, and Alexander Lawder, absent), expecting the 
convening of the committee of war this day, hes 
undertane to await upone the proveist and bailyeis, 
and to geve thair best advyse quhat ansuer they sail 
geve to sick propositiounes as salbe proponit be the 
committee to thame. August 27 — The proveist, 
bailyeis, and counsell of Peblis hes statute aud ordanit 
that all and sundrie persones quhatsumever, real- 
dentes within this burgh, be warnit be oppin pro- 
clamatioun and tuk of drum, that they nur nane of 
thame, upone quhatsumever calls or pretence, pas 
furth of this burgh to ony ither partis, bot to abyde 
constantlie within this burgh, and await upone the 
proveist and bailyeis thairof, baith nicht and day, for 
thair counsell and advise anent the preservatioun 
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of this burgh daring the tyme of thir present 
trubles, and that under the pane of death and con- 
fiecationa of thair haill gudis and meanes. October 
18 — Item, [consideration to be had] anent the horssis 
and f urnitour to these that went away at the^ last 
airmie. David Plenderlayth, bailyie, is ordanit to 
accumpanle John Lowis, proveist* to the melting of 
the commissioneris at Paintland toun upone Monday 
nixt." Tbe commisipnen here alluded to may have 
been the committee of war. An entry in the accounts 
bears that on 18th October a sum of lis. lOd. was 
** spent with Andru Hay to befriend the town in the 
committee to be holdin at Pentland." 

Civil war was not the only evil with which the 
country was afflicted in 1645. That dreaded scourge, 
the pest, had for months been making ravages of ex- 
ceptional severity throughout the land, and the town 
of Peebles shared the general fate. ** 1645— November 
7 — Convenit in the Oroce Kirk yaird of Peblis, the 
proveist, bailyeis, and ane grit pairt of the counsell 
of Peblis; the persones, elder and younger;* Sir Jas. 
Hay of Smeithfeild, Mr Johne Adamsone, advocat; 
Alexander Montgomrie. his sone in law; with sindrie 
utheris: Quha has ordanit that ane solemne fast and 
humiliatioun be intimat the morne, to be upone 
Sonday nixt, for the removing of the plaig now over 
our heidis, to be in the maist convenient plaise ewest 
and near the Crooe Kirk of Peblis. Item, that 
howsone soever ony persone sail happin to deceis 
that thair nixt nichtbours or quartermaisters 
adverteis the magistrattis of this burgh im- 
mediatlie thairefter, and that the haill surveiving 
persounes of that bous salbe- thairefter removit 
furth of that hous to reteirit roume, and that 
ludges be biggit quhen occasioan sail offer at the 
eist end of the Skynnerheuch with ane kill besydis 
the saidis ludges. Item, that the eldaris and deaconea 
half ane cair of the necessaris for interteinment of 
the pure and seik folkis, ilk elder and deacone in 
thair a win quarteris, and that the thesaurar of the 
kirk supple thair wantis at the sicht of the magis- 
trattis and maisteris of the burgh. Item, that all 
and quhatsumevir inhabitantis of this burgh watch 
thair toure about, and to be reddie at the demand of 
the magistrattis to watche at quhatsumever place 
they salbe appointit be thame, ilk persone failyeing 
to pay £10 for help of the pure. As lykwyis these 
that ar absent and gone furth of the toun furnisch 

* John Hay had been conjoined with his father in the 
ministry of the parish in 1643. 



174 OLiiJinros fROtt ths buboh bioobdb. 

ihair awin tonre about, with eertifioatioiiii thair 
honsuB lalbe brokin upe and thair gudts poindit for 
the laid penaltie; and the hyre of theee to be feyit 
to watoh for onj persone to be aacht MhiUingia in 
the nicht tyme and sex sohillingii in the dav tyme. 
Item, that ene of the qnarter-maiiteriB qahairont of 
the leik perK>nei ar pat out sail go, toure about, with 
ane of the offioiaris and these of the freindia of the 
seik and sie thame ressave thair proTiBioun without 
onj hurt or prejudice of the burgh. Item, that 
quhatsumever persones ar or salbe inclosit sail keip 
thair awin housfts and places qahair thej are com- 
mandit, and not to depairt thairfra, under the pane 
of death; and that ane of the quartermaistens of 
that quarter sie thame provjdit in water and uther 
neoessaris be thair narrest nichtbouris; and the 
niohtbour refuissing the quartermaister to pay 
fourtie sohiUingis." 
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XXVI. 

KiBKLAlTDS— XSLEBIE— YlOAB— SUSOIOAL PbAOTIOS— 

Stbebt Distubbanos— Outbaoes on Yicab— 
Sbbvabtb— Coal Cabbiebs iNJUBDra Planta- 

TIONS—PUNIBHMXNT OF LOUNS AND ThIBVES. 

In Boman Catholic times the vicar of the pariah 
ohnrch oi Peebles had the patrimonial enjoyment 
of that coniiderable tract of land itill known bj the 
name of the Kirklands; and thoagh, in ooneeqaence 
of the Beformation, oharoh beneficei were confiaoated 
to a certain extent, the vicar of that period is fonnd 
disposing of the lands for payment of an annnal feu- 
dnty mach in the same way as an ordinary proprietor 
would have done. By a charter, dated at Qlasgow, 
25th June 1569, master Thomas Archibald, designated 
as vicar of the parish diurch of Peebles, with consent 
of the commissioner of the archbishop, then absent 
in France, and of the dean and chapter of Glasgow, 
conveyed to John Wiohtman, bnrgess of Peblis, and 
his heirs, '* the chnrch lands or glebe (terras ecdeaiaS' 
ticca awe glebam) of the said church, belonging to 
the aaid vicar, lying within the bounds and limits 
underwritten, viz., beginning [i.e., the boundary line] 
at the way called the Lidgait where it passes from the 
Church of the Holy Cross,* and from thence passing 
by the said parish church to the Grene Balk between 
the lands of Arnotshauch and the said church lands, 
and from thence going westward to the Baeburne, 
ascending the Baeburne northward to the GeddesSyk- 
heid, and then descending from the Geddes Syke 
eastwards to the lands of Kingisland occupied by 
William Dikesonn, and from thence towards the 
south along the King's public road which leads from 
the hill of Hammiltoun to the town of Peebles till it 
comes to the said way called the Lidgait: Beserving 
to the said master Thomas and his successors the 

* The boundary commenced at the intersection of the 
Lidgate by the road from the Gross Kirk, the words in the 
original being—" Indpiendo ad viam lie Lidgait nuncupatam 
que transit ab Eccleaia Inventionis Sancte Oracisde Peblis," 
and proceeded westward along the line of the present St 
Andrew's Boad. The remaining boundaries can still be 
identifled in their principal features. 
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maose {mansume) of the mid vicar, with houses and 
gaideni of the same, together with three acres of the 
said church lands, according to the act of parliament.*'* 
The yearly feu-duty payable to the vicar consisted of 
£26, 158. Scots in money, and sixty-three poultry 
(ortwelve pennies inlieu of each), as theold farm duties, 
with the farther duty of 26s. 8d. of new augmenta- 
tion. For legalising the alienation the sanction of 
the crown was required, and this was obtnined by 
a charter dated 14th October 1569. After some in- 
termediate transmissions, and the disposal of small 
portions to individuals, the Kirklands caroe into the 
possession of James Williamson, burgess of Peebles, 
and William Vaitche, notary, from whom the pro- 
perty was acquired by the earl of Traquatr. The 
earl got a confirmatory Grown charter on 26th July 
1634, and this was ratified by the Scottish parliament 
in 1641. The feu-duties are by the charter made 
payable to the King as coming in place of the vicar 
and having right to the reversion of church benefioM. 
The burgh of Peebles lodged a protest to the effect 
that the ratification should not be prejudicial to the 
interests of the community, but there was probably 
nothing more in this than a customary formality. 
The burgh does not seem to have had any right to 
these lands, which have remained private property 
since Wichtman acquired them in 1569. 

The vicar of the 17th century had different duties 
to perform and different sources of revenue than 
had his predecessor, the *' landowner" of the 
Beformation period. Andrew Watson, in addition 
to the functions more immediately pertaining to 
his office, practised at times as a sargeon. In 
these days patients sometimes disputed their 
doctors* bills, and it is in consequence of the 
occurrence of such an incident that in a bill of com- 
print, stitched up in the court book, information is 
obtained regarding the vicar's surgioal qaalifications: 
— **id^3— Dec. ^0— Oomplaines Mr Andrew Watsone, 

* By act of parliament, dated 4th June 1563, it had been 
ordained that no parson, vicar, or other ecclesiastical person 
phould set in feu or long tacks any of their manses or glebes 
without the Queen's consent, and also that those appointed 
to minister at any kirit should have the principal manse of 
the parson or vicar, or have suitable houses built for them. 
Further ** aameikle land to be annexed to the Mtidis dwell- 
ing places of them that servis and ministeris at the kirk as 
sail be hereafter with gude advisement appoynted." There 
were subsequent acts of parliament dealing with glebes, but 
that of 1663 was the one in operation at the time when the 
Kirklands were feaed. 
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vioar of Pebles, apone Jobne Haldea, dryster, and 
James Halden, milDer, cawtioner, that qahair, ahoat 
ane yeare since, the saidis Johne and James employed 
roe in oureing Johne Halden of divers wonndis and 
dislocatiounes which had than befallen bim throch ane 
fall, and promittit me satisfactioun for my paints 
and debursementis, and true it is that for the space of 

weikis I attendit the said Johne at all sett dyettis. 

bothe nicht and daye, and debursed greate charges in 
his cure uotill he was whoUe and sounde. Neverthe- 
less they refuse to give me thair promitted satis- 
factioune, which will extend to ane hundreth merkis." 
What was the result of the complaint is not re- 
corded. 

Farther work of a notable description was pro- 
vided for the **Burgeon " not long afterwards. **1644 
— Maif 15 — Mr Williame Burnet, thesaurar clerk of 
Scotland, present, being accaidit for the barbarous 
and uncomelie cutuing under cullour and silence of 
nicht to the merc-'ite croce of Peblis and nicht watche 
thairof, and uttering of divers and sundrie aithes and 
imprecatiounes, and wisching that' the toune of 
Peblis wer all burnt in ane fyre, and not onlie abnis- 
ing and troubling the said watche and haill people 
out of thair bed is at that tyme, but alsua for the 
cruell hurting and wounding of Williame Hislope, 
wricht in Peblis, being ane of the said watche, 
upone the left hand, with ane drawin sword, and 
thairby mutilateing him to the effusioun of his bluid 
in great quantitie and dismembering bim of his said 
left hand; quhilk he cannot deny. The said Mr 
Williame Burnet grantit haill complaint and accusa- 
tiounes except mutilateing, and for obedience enterit 
in waird and actit himself for indempnitie of the 
pairtie heirefter, conforme to the act of parliament." 
The vicar accomplished the cure but again the 
pecuniary reward had to be sued for: "1644 — Aug, 7 
— Anent the claime gevin in and perse wit befoir the 
saidis proveist and bailyeis of Peblis be Mr Andrew 
Watsone, viccar of Peblis, againes Williame Hislop, 
wricht, burges, thair, acclaimand from the said 
William the sowme of tua hundreth and fourtie 
punds money adebtit be him to the said Mr Andrew 
for oureing of the said William his left hand, and 
restoring of the tua formest: fingers tbairuf, which 
wer cut and mutilate be Mr William Burnet, and 
qubairof the said William promeist him thankfull 

Sayment, . . . the said proveist and baillie or- 
eanes the said William Hislope, defender, to con- 
tent and pay to the said Mr Andrew Watsone, per- 
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■ewar, the aowme of 200 merks money alanerlie 
modified be them.*' 

In the History of Peeblesshire (p. 161) an acoonnt is 
given of a complaint made by the vioar to the privy 
council against James Williamsone, yoaoger, of 
having in May 1641 vowed to "tirle the said minis- 
ter's bons above his head, came airlie in the morning 
before daylight to his said dwelliDg-hoos. clam ap 
to the top thereof, and with a graip kuist down a 
great part of the thack and divetts of the said hens," 
and sabseqaently committed other outrages, en- 
dangering the complainer's life. The conrt book 
contains notice of a similar complaint against another 
assailant on 6th May 1640:— '* Gomperit Mr-Andro 
Wat^nne, vicar of Peblis, and representit be way of 
)e(;rat, being the cryme of hamesnckin, that yiater- 
iiicht, being the fyft of May, betaixt nyne and ten 
houris under nicht tbair was first ane pistoll schotat 
the north syde of bis chalmer, ana immediatlie 
thairefter ane nther scbot at the eister gavill thairof, 
he being in the foir stair of the samyn, quhilk he 
recommendit to the provest and bailyeis all present 
and desyrit thame to tak notice and tryell thairof." 

Regalations regarding the employment and conduct 
of servanto, engaged the attention of the council 
from time to time:— ** 1640 — July 6— Findis Thomas 
Cornwell, servitonr to James Halden, to half done 
wrang in condnceing with Edward Jonkesone without 
his maisteris licence for going to the service, and 
discbargis him to go thairupone as all uther servantia 
to go without thair maisteris licence. Ordanes ane 
officer, with the drummer, to go throw the tonn dis- 
charging all persones qubatenmever within this 
bnrgb to fie thame selffis for ony cans out of the 
burgh with ony persone quhatsumever, under the 
pane of tuentie pund unforgevin, tinsell of tbair 
fredome, and banischment perpetuallie; and gif they 
be fund thairefter within this burgh at ony tyme 
they salbe brunt and markit with the tounes merk. 
Aug. 3.— Ordanes the provest and baiUies to go 
throw the toun and to tak upe ane particular'roU of 
the names of all the coittaris and mean housholderia, 
and to inhibit and discharge thame personally that 
they on nawayis go furth of this toun in the harvest 
tyde approaching, under the panes contenit in all 
the actifl maid thairanent of befoir; and sickly ke 
ordanes publict intimatioun to be maid be touk 
of the drum upone the morne being the meroat 
day. Aug, 1?^— Ordanes William I^wia, bailyie, 
with conoara of John Williamione [and 5 othen]. 
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to waird all these that hes feit thameselffis out 
of this toun the harvest tyme this yeir. 1641 
— May 10 — Ordanes na hoossis within this 
bargh to be set to na personnes withoat consent of 
the magistrattis except to persoones of qualitie. 
And ordanes all these quha ar burdenable to the 
toan to be removit presentlie. 1642 — April i5— 
Item, that ilk counsellour gif ape in writ ane noit 
of these in thair quarteris that ar burdenable to the 
toan and idle men and wemen that will not go to 
service. Oct. i^— Fublicatioun to be maid be touk 
of drum anent idle and able women out of service and 
kei{ting honssis; to be dischargit keiping of houssis, 
and these quha settis thame houssis to be punischit." 

Oomplaint had been made by the laird of Olerking- 
ton against tbe carters of Peebles for damaging bis 
plantations on the occasions of their journeys to 
his coal piU:— *' 1641— Feb, 8— The counseU halting 
oonsiderit the complaint gevin in be Mr William 
Soott of Clerking toun aganes the caryaris of coillis 
frome his coilpot to* this burgh, quha he allegis cuttis 
doun and destroyis bis grene wood and planting be 
the waysydis, hes statute and ordanit that quhaso- 
ever within thair boundis and jurisdictioun salbe 
tryit to cut doun or destroy ony of his saidis grene 
wood, planting, or growand tries, or ony pairt 
thairof, sail 1^ oensurit conforme to the act of 
parliament maid anent catting of greinwod, uther- 
wayes as effeiris conforme to the skayth." 

That tbe way of transgressors is harc^ and that the 
wicked do not always go anpunished the records 
frequently exemplify: — ** 164^ — Jan, 17 — James 
Dikesoun, oallit Lernend, being tryit tc be ane no- 
torious loan and theif is ordanit to be tane throw the 

toan fra tbe port to tbe port, and banisobit 

this toun for ever; and gif he be fund at ony tyrae 
heirefter within this touc he to be scurgit and brunt 
on the cheik, and gif he cum agane to stand publictlie 
in the joggis in the mercat day with ane paper upone 
his held declairibg bis lyff and conversation, and not 
to retame agane under the pane of death, and quha- 
soever ressettis him salbe estemit airt and pairt and 
punischit conforme and pay the sowme of twentie 
pundis. 164S — Jan, 30 — Gomperit John 8teinsone, 
wobeter, and Jonet Patersone, his spous, and accusit 
for steilling of comes f urth of ane stack of aittis and 
beir pertaining to Patrik Dikesone, baith beir and 
aittis, at sindrie tymes sen harvest last, the said John 
Steinsone denyit he knew ony thing of the steilling 
thairof till his wyff declairit to him that scho had 
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done ane evill turne and that scho bad stoUin out of 
Patrlk Dikeaones stack fonre goheaves aittis and tua 
scheaves beir; the said Jonet, present, gran tit the 
steillinK tbairof; quhilkis being considderit be the 
counseU they find thame baith guyltie and tbairfore 
ordanes thame baith to be wairdit in the stepill of 
Peblis, thairin to remane till the morne at ellevin 
houris befoir none and than to be brncht doan the 
tonn to the mercat croce qnhair thair dittayls sail be 
red and publischit, and tnairefter the oaid Johne to 
be put in the stockis and the said Jonet in the joggis, 
with paperie upnne thair foirheidis, thairin to remane 
fra ellevin honris till ane hoar efter none with the 
stoUin cornea besyde thame; and thairefter to re- 
tnrne to the said waird till the counsell be farder 
advysit. Feb. 6— Comperit agane John Stevinsone 
and Jonet Patersone, his spous, and of thair awin 
consent, actit thameselffis that gif ever at ony tyme 
heirefter they or ony of thame salbe f and guyltie of 
ony thift quhatsumever they salbe scurgit throw the 
toun and banischit the samyn for ever/* 
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XXVII. 

Selections from Aocodnts, 1638-9 —- Cbipples— 
Schoolmaster — Bbidgks — Chapel — Tol- 
BOOTH— Minister and Oollbaqde— Yicar- 
AOB Teinds — Pbesbytebt of Biooab -— 
Witches and Witohobaft— Sale op Egos. 

John Mdib« town treasurer, died while in office, and 
on 30th Apiil 1688 William Lowis was appointed in 
his stead. The new treasurer was debited in his ac> 
uount with the intromissions of his predecessor, and 
there were also placed under his care the *' Materiallis 
belonging to the town," amongst which there are 
** thrie drumes, with twa collers and twa pair sticks; 
item, twa ledders, ane mortar barrow and tobbe 
[tub]; item, auoht dailies in amquhile John Mure his 
house." The disbursements, which are for the period 
from 1st May to 31st December 1688, embrace the 
following amongst other entries: — **May6 — To John 
Lawson, drummer, for ane new drum with sticks and 
coller, £8, 2s. To James Johnston, son to Willis m 
Johnston in Jedbnrghfield, for two bollis of eatts to 
the horse race, £12. Creiplts and Passengers: May 7 
— To Alexander Williamsons, burrow officer, to give 
two creeples, the one he called Hebron and the 
utheris name he said he knew not, 8s. May 28— To 
ane dumbe man callit Douglas, 6s. June 8 — ^To 
Issobell Dunbar and Catharein Gibsone for oarjing 
of aue creeple las CMlled Brekiogryge to Huiohing- 
field, 4s. July 31 — To ane hieUnd man called 
Denneis Lyne, 4s. September 17— To Thomas Bennat 
for carying of ane creepell woman called Barbara 
Lawder to Neidpeth, 38. 4d. December 20 -To ane 
young man called Alexander Falconer, who wanted 
one of his hands, 68. Schoolm^aister and Schole Doctor: 
To Mr William Martine, schoolemaister, for thrie 
quarteris dewtie, viz., for the symmer, harvest, and 
wintf r quarters, £75; mair, for his ohalmer maill, £9. 
Item, to the schoole doctor, 21 May, the day James 
Forrest was admitted, for his breakfast, 6s. 8d. 
July t^To James Forrest, schoole doctor, for his 
first quarters fee fra May to September, he meatting 
bimselfe, dedaoeAnd 40b, ^ m his oompt bearing the 
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namei of the parentui fra qahom he ressaved the 
■amjne deolares, £11, 68. 8d. Depursmentig upon 
the renaratioun of Tueid and PeiUes Brigges and 
Tolbmth:* 16S8—May t8—To James Nicoll, measoo, 
when he visited Taeid brig and they agried with him 
for tnentie frie stane to repair the samyn, 5s. [There 
are also payments for lime« sand, and other materbil 
and workmanship.] JtUy 19 — To James Haldaoe, 
younger, for casting, leading, and laying on of twa 
tboosand faiU upon the west side of FeibUs brig, 30s. 
May 30— To James Haldane for repairing of the West 
Port, 54b. July iO — For daylie drinkis of the four 
workmen, being all togedder working at Taeid brii; 
anoht dayis, the drink consisting of ane quart of aiU 
and tna breid, 42s. 8d. JtUy £7^Quhen the aik 
stoup was fixed befor the seound pillar and the great 
stane being downe was set np befor the samyn, 244. 
Augtut 75— To William Thomsone, sklaitt quariour, 
for 600 sklaitt to the tolbuitb, £3, 10s. August £S 
— To Kobert Haldane for mending the calsay at the 
sooth end of Tueid brig, lOd, Item, G^rge Thom- 
sone, sklaitter, for mending and repairing of the 
tolbnith he hath promised to poynt the next spring, s 

1639, £11. September i7— To Gilbert MailUsone and 
his neighbours for nyne load of lyme quhich were 
layed downe at the tolbuitb, £3, 13s. Item, to 
Kobert Haldane for famishing of sand to elleven load 
of lyme qnherof 9 were in the tolbnith and 2 in the ^ 

chappell, 22s. To Robert Haldane for carrying of 
the lyme and sand quhich was laying in the Briggate 
up to the tolbnith, 4b. October t9—To James Hal- 
dane and Patrik Patersone for drawing of ane aik jest 
out of Tueid in tyroe of flood and laying of it in 
Patrik Patersnnes yaird, Ss. 4d. To John Greve, 
younger, for building of ane tree brig over Sownebop 
burn, 8s. October 17— To John Bell for fyftie single 
garrons to naill downe dealles quhich were blawing 
up in the tree brigs, 8s. 4d.*' 

** Disbursements promiscouslie " contained in ac- 
counts for year ieSS~9:—** 1639— Jan, 17— To John 
Grieve, elder, for proping of the townes back hHll, 
4s. Feb, 19 — My awin expenssis quhen I went to 
the Greestone to ressave sklaittis, 13s. 4d. To David 
Makkinyean and Andro Hallo wday for 1700 sclaitt 
quhich repaired the tolbnith and chappell, £2, 6s. 8d. 
To George Thomsone, sclaitter, as earles to repaire 
the chappell, 5s. 4d.; to him to repair the chappell 
ouhich WHS blawing out upon Hallow even, 1638, £9. 
Mar, 1 — To John Bell, smyth, for the number of 
fy?e hundreth and ane half of yron adaitt naillis to 
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the sdaitt work of the ehappell and tolbaith, £3, 61. 
Mwr, IB — Qahen I went to rlota wood to bye eparres 
to the townes back hall, my expennia, ISa. 4d. 18 
— To George Thomson, solaitter, for repairing of the 
back honae of the steeple, 18a. To Baward Jonoki- 
aone for the namber of seven ridging atonea to the 
cbappell, 468. 8d. To George Thomaone, aclaitter, 
who humblie meaned himaelfe to the proveiat that 
he did take the tolbaith aolaitt work too cheap, as 
Bupplie to farther the work, 24a. April — ^To Gilbert 
Maithsone [and 5 othera] for bringing of thrie looir 
and threatten loada of lyme at diverae tymea to 
repair Taeid brig, Peblia Water atane and tree brigs, 
the cbappell, the croae, the tolboith and ataire thair- 
of (and quhairof aacht loadia are laying in the townea 
back hall), at £8 the acoir, togidder with 16d. aa 
drink money, £29, Sa. 4d. Julp 15— To Andro 
Ewmont, travellour, for tnentie-ane drancht of 
atanes fra Thomas Heialopes walles to Tueid brig, 78. 
B9th — To the protest, bailyiea, and ntheres of theconn- 
aell qoban they went to the charter kist to trye ont for 
writtia concerning the comraontie of Glentrese, for aill, 
candell, paper, and tobacco, 6a. Avff. t — To John 
Bell, amyth, for the number of tnentie yron cleikia 
and the naillea thairto to the flesch mercat, ISs. 4d. 
9th— To John Hay, sclaitter, at Neidpath in drink- 
money, 53e. 4d. Oct. 18~To Tbomaa Patersone, 
baillye, being elected be the counaell to ryde 
to Edinburgh to declare nnto my lord l^aqoair anent 
the thrie prisoners in oar jawell for the murther and 
adalterie committed in Oardrono, £5, 2a, SUt — 
Walter Schiell, ofiBoer to my lord Traqaair, resaaved 
the adalterea fra the bailliea; as instrament siWer 
taken in John Symmervell, notar, his handia, 4d. 
Nov, 8 — ^To John Grive, elder, for making of two 
timber ehanllers and ane caiae to ane of the schoole 
windowea, 208. 9th — To William Barrone, carter, 
for the hamebringing of the two new mylne atanea, 
£30." 

John Hay, B.D., eldeat son of Theodore Hay, had 
studied and taken the degree of A.M. at the Uni- 
Teraity of Edinburgh, and had al«o held a fellowship 
at Cambridge, where be obtained his higher degree. 
He was admitted colleague to his father on 7th June 
1643, but for thia the presbytery acknowledged their 

* " Cbappell ** bad been written but afterwards deleted 
and " tolbuith" substituted. The tolbootb at tbia time ap- 
pears to have been situated in the group of buildings at the 
west end of the High Street, of which the chapel and 
** steeple" were also component parte. 
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diaobedienee to the acts of the auemblj. The town 
ooanoil bad not oonsented to the oolleg^ate arrange- 
ment: — **164S — Jan. 16 — Aoent the suppHcatiouD 
gevin in befoir the presbiterie of Pehlia and sali- 
•oryvit be the saidis baiWeis and maist pairt of the 
coanaell of this bnrgh desyring Mr Jobo Flay, sone 
to the persoDe of Peblia, in reepeot of bis said 
fatherii anld aige and waiknee to be joynit aa ane 
helper to him and admittit colleg with him, the 
coansell haifing oonntdderit and advysit the sauiyn 
they declair that thair intentioun and Bubacriptiuun 
thairof was alanerlie that the said Mr Johne suid 
onlie be ane helper in preiching to his said father 
during his lyftyme and not to be admittit colleg 
with him as the samyn was desyrit be Mr Aodro 
Watsone, presentar of the said supplicatioan to 
thame, and as was concladit in the kirk seasioun of 
Peblis befoir the subsoriptioun thairof; and pro- 
testis that gif the presbiterie of Peblis proceid ony 
forder tbairintill nor this thair declaratioun they 
dissasent thaironto till they be forder advysit; de- 
Ryring this thair declaratioun and protestatioan may 
be actit and registrat in thair presbiterie buikis, 
thairin to remane with the rest of thair actis of 
presbiterie adfuturam ret memoriam.^^ 

Some disputes as to the commutable value of the 
" teind " of sheep stock led to the parson and vicar 
being offered their tithe dues in kind in place of 
money. ** 164^— April 26 — Item, to mak ane offer 
debite tempore of the teynd lambis opone Kaidmuir 
to the persone, in respect he upliftis the teynd 
scheiff thairof, and sua can not seik xl s. for the 
teynd lamb and woll. May ^6— Ordanes the pre- 
sent proveist and bailyeis, the auld proveiat and 
bailye, the auld and present thesaurares, William 
Vaitche, and all these that hes ony scheip pasturand 
upone the tonnes landis, with the haill remanent 
counsel! to pas to the personall presence of the per- 
sone and vicar and mak offer to thame of thair 
vicarage teynds conforme to the formar act. 1644 — 
May fi7 — Ordanes intimatioun to be maid to the 
persone and vicar to re^aave thair teyndis i^^a cor- 
pora, be the provest and sick as he ean conveoieDtUe 
half at melting with the persone. July fd— The 
magistrattis and counaell ar ordanit to concur with 
the inhabitantis of this burgh in defence of the 
persones, gif ony be, to be persewit be the persone 
or vicar of Peblis aganes thame; and the expenssis to 
be deburslt in defence thairof to be gevin furth be 
the def enderis ilk ane pro rata, A vff, id— Appojutei 
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the pTOveiti and the tna ballyeii to ipeik the penone 
anent the viearaffo teyndis, and William Lowis with 
the olerk to aaaist thame. 1646 -ApHl $8—1% ia 
statute and ordanit that all that hes ony gaiHis sah- 
jeot in teynd to the penone and vicar to iotimat 
thame for teynding thairof betnixt and the fyftene 
day of May nixtoeum." 

The erection of the presbytery of Biggar had been 
proposed by the general assembly in 1581, bat was 
not then carried into effect. The sabject sgain came 
up for discussion in 1643, resulting in the disjunction 
of oertain parishes from the presbyteries of Lanark 
and Peebles and the formation of that of Biggar con- 
form to aots of the general assembly, dated 12th 
AuRust of that year and 3rd June following. ** 164S 
— April 5— The oonnoil appointis the proveist and 
Williame Lowis to ryde to Bigger the mome aocht 
dayis to await upone the meiting anent the intendit 
divisioun of the presbiteries of Peblis and Lanark. 
Aug, 21— The procedure of the generall assemblie 
anent the presbiterie aocht be Bigfrer, with the haill 
inforinatiounes of all thair meltings produceit be 
Patrik Thomsons, bailye, ar re>deliverit to him to be 
keipit till the nixt generall assemblie.*' 

About this time the machinations of witches were 
receiving the vigilant attention of the privy council 
and kirk sessions throughout the country, and oo> 
casionally an incidental reference to the subject 
occurs in the records: — ** 1641^ April £1— In presence 
of David Plenderlaith. bailyie, comperit James 
Robsone in Logane and become cantionne for Gilbert 
Robsone in Logane bis father, as being incaroerat in 
the wairdhons of Peblis for alleadgit crymes of 
witchecrsf t, that he sail enter the said Gilbert fiob- 
sone in the said wairdhons of Peblis qahensoever he 
salbe requyred thairto upoun xlviij houris advertise- 
ment, and that under the paine and penaltin of tua 
hundreth merkis money. 1644 — Jan 8 — Alexander 
Lander is ordanit to go to Edinburgh or Mussilbargh, 
to fetch ane executiooar to the impannelit witches, 
upone Thursday nixt the ellevint of Januar instant, 
and gif he refuis the proveist and bailyes to cans ane 
uther upone the said Alexander his expenssis to go to 
that efifect.'' 

** Amang the mony abuses whilk the iniquity of the 
time and private respect of filthy lucre and gain has 
produced within the commonwealth, thare is of late 
discoverit a most unlawful and pernicious tred of 
transporting of eggs furth of the kingdom, . . . 
and oertain avariiloiui and godlen penonj, void of 
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modeity and diseretioo, preferring thair awin private 
oommodity to the commnnweal, goes athort the 
ooQDtry and bny s the haill eggs that they can get, 
barrels the same and transports the same at their 
pleasure," thereby causing a dearth and threatening 
the otter extermination in the conntry of both eggs 
and poultry. So ran the preamble of an act of the 
privy council passed in the year 1615, whereby the 
farther exportation of eggs was prohibited under 
heavy penalties. The town council of Peebles seem 
to have had somewhat similar prognostications some 
years afterwards, or perhaps the privy council had 
again taken alarm and inued instructions to the 
provincial authorities:—** 1644 — Feb. f$— Ordanes 
that na eggis bctransportit furth of this burgh, and 
lykwyis na eggis salbe sauld within this burgh be na 
inhahitantis within this burgh, under the pane of 
'. . « . and wairding of thair persones daring 
the magistraittts will; and quha salbe tryit to export 
or sell ony eggis furth of this burgh salbe banischit." 
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XXVIII. 

SxLKcnoirs fbom Aocountb, 1639-40 and 16i5-6. 

Fob th« period between 1639 and 1649 there are onlj 
two of the yearly acoonnts which have kept their 
places in the town's repositories. From these the 
following selections are tsken: — From acoonnts, 
16d9-iO:—*'1640—Mwrch £4— To John Tuedie for 
thrie faddome of towes to the steipili bell, 6s. To 
John Kobene for ringing the bellis to the prayeris, 
£3. May £6—Qev\n to the sobolleris to by paper for 
rinning fra Qillis barne to the Auld Toon, 6s. July 
4 — For a plack candill to lay np some writtis in the 
townis charter kist, 4d. 9th — To John Newton for 
carying of four laidis stanes fra the Croce Kirk to 
Tneid brig, 4s. I4th — Gevin to James Toedie for 
keiping Booynton scheip on the Castellhill, 8s. 2lH 
— Gevin to Stevin Grieve for going doan to Flora 
wode to snedde the trite, 1 merk. $2nd — To Thomas 
Johnston, nolt bird, for sex ferlettis meill, £7, lOs. 
Augutt ii— Gevin to Thomas Anderson in Kailyeo, 
npon bis petition, sabscribit for helping of Charles 
01eg*s twa bairnes, £3. Gevin to James and Robert 
Haldanes for goeing to the Birniebank to win the 
stanes to the auld milne, for their meitt for ane day, 
13s. 4d. lith — Gevin to James Haldane for his twa 
hors to leid faill to lay in Tneid call, ane day is wark 
with everie naig, 26s. 8d. S^^tember lO-^Gevin to 
Patrik Yaitche his wife to compleit her compt the 
town was awing her (qnhilk amounted to £46, 10s.), 
£4. Memorandum: The toun payit her the rest of 
the said compt be allowing her imposts, quhilk 
imposts the toun hes to pay to the checker for 
her, and also to remember of the said compt the 
clerk gat £12, being the taxation for his ten- penny 
r«>nt, so that the toun has to pay for ber £30, 10s. 
tOth-^Qey'in to William Lowes, baillie, for his waiges 
aucht dayes as commissioner at Irving, everie day y 
merks, with 68. to the doore keiper thair, £26, lOs. 
4d. Gevin to him for his baillie fie, 408. November 
f — To Thomas Pringill for sewing on of four peices 
of parchment on the drum, 3s. ISth— To Patrik 
Thomson^, baillie, quhen he went to Edinburgh to 
the parliameni, £22. Ikcember i— To John Kaitchen 
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for OAryins the dram in to Edinhnrgli to mend, 6e. 
December zl— To Andro Haldaoe for cMting: of faill 
fy ve dayef to Tueid oaoU and the aold mill caall, 
S3i. 4d, October i5— Gevin for ane aller trie to be 
awei to the anld milne, to the laird of Cardrona, ▼ 
merkis. Item, gevin for ten here wages for carying 
the said trie and the wattellii thairof fra the Kirk- 
buroe to Pehlei, £3. To James Haldane for catting 
of the said trie and snedding and dreising thairof, 
being ane dayes wark, 13s. 4d. ^th — To James 
Haldane for ane day wnrk of his men to leid f sill to 
the failling of the wallis of the anld milne, and for 
ane uther day to leid faill for failling of the hirst and 
laying in of the dame, being two dayes, 26s. 8d. 
i?th—To John Tuedie, merchand, for 50 naillis to 
naiU a fals olons to the anld miloe, 6s. 8d. fS8th — 
For 25 naillis to mak the troohe and to naill on ane 
baird without the quheill, 38. id.; for twafaddom 
towes to beir op the rocking-trie of the auld milne, 
3s. 4d. November 5— To James Haldane for his men 
to leid the thack ont of the townes boases for the 
anld miloe, two dayes, 2 merkis. December 5 — To 
James Haldane for building and repaiiing of the 
auld milne, conforme to ane petition alio wit be the 
oounsell, £36, 13a. 4d." The cripples and poor folk 
receive the costomary relief, and amongst them " ane 
blind man callit William Dawsone, 4s.; and for 
leiding him to the Smeiihfeild, 4d.; ane crippell man 
callit James Maxwell, 48. ; gevin for horsing him to 
Suynehope milne, 28. ; to Marion Scott and Jennet 
Gillespie for beiring BraikioKrig to Neidpath, 48." 

Accounts, 1645-6: " 1646— October 6— The day of 
my [t.6., the treasurer's] entrie for ane candill to the 
steepiU to tak out moneyis for Captain Hay, 4d. 
i^tA^— Spent with Andro Hay to befriend the town in 
the committee to be hoiden at Pentland, lis. lOd. 
November i— To William Heislope and others for 
cutting timber in the Croce Kirk and for building* 
the first twa luidges for thes who wer put forth in 
the visitatioon, 13s. 4d. November if —To the work- 
men forsaid quben they outt and caryed the groynes 
for making the kill for the infected cloths, 3 pyntis 
aill and breid, 48. lOd. November 13 — To Leiveten> 
nent Karr, provest and baillies present, quhen they 
appoynted him to come fra Jedburgh to ressave the 
toa monethis mantenance for Oowperis regiment, ane 
quart aill, 32d. For ane mekill barrow for the 
ciengers to cary away the fuilyie oot of bousses, lOs. 
To William Heislope, and three others, for biggin the 
kill for the infeotttl okiths oleaging, £S. IM*-For 
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OToe qiuurierlf hardin to !>• » mnltnrB poke 
at 58. 8d. the elne, ISs.; for threid and Bewing 
tbairof, 12d. For thrie qaartia aill rotiaved be John 
Gilleis to the clengeris in Thomaa Hopes wyfes 
boas, Ss. i?^^— Spent with Andro Hay in James 
'Williamaones boas to apeik for the bnrgh qaben they 
wer cited to be at Dalkeyth (on the 18 of November), 
ane gallon aill, lOa. 8d. 19th— To John Plenderkith, 
and three ntheria, to convoy Mr William Morlay, 
prisoner, fra Feblia to Berwick, £24. To John 
Kaitcbeoon for bis hors and boy to cary the said Mr 
Morlay to Berwick, 5 merks. Nov. ^8— To William 
Wilsone qahilk he bad given ont to taa clengeris 
that came ont of Edinburgh to aeik employment, 
and were aend back, 12s. ^th — For a oandill to the 
steepil to tak ont moneyes to help to pay the tna 
monethis mentenance, 4d. Dec. 18 — To William 
Wilsooe, baillie of Galascbeillis, for convoying Andro 
Pateraone, clenger, to reclenge the infected bonasis 
in the brugh, ane rex dollonr, 58a. Item, to the said 
baillie Andro, alias David (our baillies and utheris 
present), at agreing with him and for aill after dinner 
and for his supper, 288. i7tk— To David Pateraone 
to mak up hia compt of ten dayes wages at £3 a-day, 
by bis meat, £12, 4s. Item, spent be the baillies and 
utheris of the counaell at David Pateraones bonvale 
qahen he wes pay it of bia wagea, fyve qoartia aill, 
13s. 4d. 1646— Jan. S7—For ane laid of peitia to 
clenge the schoole, 8s. Feb. 5— To Marion Yaitche 
for her pairt of convoying the umquhile schoole 
doctonria barne to Sunderland to bia guidsohir, 24s. 
Feb. — Item, on ane Sonday at nicht, in a great thaw, 
quhen the water wes a flude, to Thomas Smyth, and 
two others, for wadeing and barling the stoup out of 
the water, three pyntia aill, 4a. March 7 — To John 
Plenderiaith, smytb, to go to Drumfries with tna 
letterea fra leivetennent £liot, then qaarterit in 
Pebles with his troupe, to raitmaiateris Killoche and 
Connighame, £4. Slst — To . John Baird, quarter- 
maiater in my lord Baccaraia regiment, for sex 
troupers quarterit in Pebles the nioht befor, 
and that be direotioun of young Hayatoun, £5, 8a. 
April i5— Quhen the £400 was ressaved fra the 
derkis wyfe (on bond), and the taxt and loane was 
payit to Mr John Hay, thair was spent that tyme 
four chapinea wyne, 26a. 8d. For a candill to the 
stepill to tak out the rest of the tounea money to 
help to pay the taxt and loane, id. £4ih— Qahen 
my lord Buccleuob, hia brother,^ and tbair defenderis 
and servandlfl wer maid bargesais, sp^nt it th« olerkii 
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Mid at tbe orom thrid pyntis of laok and ane bread, 
£4, Oi. 12d. tSth—To WiUiam Brafdie for his naig 
to the proveit to ryd to Pentlaod, cited to the com- 
mittie thair, 24b. May 16— To Andro Haldane for 
filing the stoape qnhairon the sone dyal is mounted 
on the Oastellhill and for nailliog in thairof. 4s. 
28th — ^To William Ballo for his naig to hors John 
I^yoe>« PTPer, being taken with the goot and unable 
to walk, for playing about Eaidmure, 68.; to John 
Layng for bit awin wa^es that day, 68. 8d. 18th, 19th 
— To William and John Willisones for casting faill 
about the merches of Kaidmare and Hammiltoun, 
32b. To William Williamsone first, Thomas William- 
sone, his brother, second, and James Andersone third, 
for a race of paper run fra Gileis barne to John 
Patersones hous end, proportionallie according to 
thair places, 48. To William Melros and Patrik Wil- 
liamsone to go to Lowthiane to seek out Edward Will, 
runnaway, to enter to captane Murray of Romanno 
(the tonn being manassed with quartering of trouperis 
upon them quhil they f and out the said runnaway Will), 
£3. tSth — For 3^ elnes gray to the provestis wyfe to 
be clothes to runaway Edward Will, £4, 48. June 
4 — To fyftein men and seztein horssis to cary 
captanes Ker and Whyt thair baggage fra Peblis to 
Selkirk, £12, 168. For ane pair of schoes to Edward 
Will, 188. ; to by him ane sohirt and for to beir bis 
charges in pairt, 32s. June 10 — To ane post quha 
came to proclame the King's letter anent disbanding^ 
of forces, 12s. 19U^ — ^To Jok Blak, servant to James 
SteiU, as ane sojour for the toun to go out with 
captain Romanno, for f^teine dayes intertainment 
in tbe steipill, £3; to him for ane new bonnet, IBs. 
For sex quarteris gray to be ane four-tailled coatt to 
John Kaitcheon, ane of the tounes sojouris, 408.; for 
ane sword bocht to him, 68fl.; ane uther sword bocht 
to John Newton, ane rex doller, 58s. Und— To two 
town ofiBceris to go seik in the forest and uther places 
Hector Dickisone, cowper, to be ane sojour, and 
Richard Porteous, quha could not be found, ane 
quairt aill and twa merks, 298. 4d. July f — For ane 
sark to Adam Newtoon, sojour, 248.; for sewioi^ 
tberof, 16d.; for his shoes, Ids.; for ane bonnet to 
him, 16s. Memor,: Jok Blak gat doctour Eeria 
sword. Srd — To the laird of Oardrona for carying 
up be his hors and men ane aller trie to be awes to 
the milnes, fra Kirkbome to the rude milne, 248. ; for 
ane quart aill to his men, 32d. To William Melros 
for seiking of Douglas and Tom Tuedie, callit of 
WnM^iobeMjoiirit,18B. To P»trik Williamsone to 
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go with William Melroi, to TrAquftir for Heetoar 
Dlkisoae, who coald not be had, 208. 9tJi—Fm » 
candill to the ateipill to aeill the oommisaioan for 
William Lowea for the oonventioun of horrowea at 
Perth, 4d. 6th— To David Bobetone in Eaehellia for 
hriDging up ane trie that wea takin away be the 
flade, 6e. 8th — For ane quart of sack drank be the 
bailliea and great pairt of the coanaell at Mr John 

Hay and bis brother and Horabrngh bon^ 

vale bonn for Newcaatell, drunk without the Eitt 
Port of Peblea and Quhytstane, 4 merkia; item, for 
ane qaart aill at the aaid bonvale, 32d. Item, 
the aaid day, be the bailliea, the clerk, and 
utheria, at the making of Alexander Gibeone, 
younger of Dorie, Mr John Pateraon of Haltrie, and 
John FairfouU, their man, burgeaaea, ane pynt of 
aack, t wa bread, t wa py pea, and tobacco, 30a. Memo* : 
The aaid day gevin to John Bobene the nther tbrit 
faddoroea of the towea (that bad bene bocbt for 
balding the trie brigges untane away at the breaking 
of the atorme), to be a cord for the ateipill belL 16^ 
— To Adam Newton, aojour (quben our aojouiia wea 
to merche with captain Robert Murray), by that 
quhich be had gotten befoir, £5, 1(^.; to John 
Kaitcbeon, by tbat quhich be had gotten befoir, 
£6; to Bobert Qrahame, aojour for the town, £5, 
lla.; for a a word belt to him, Oa.; to Adame 
Newtoun to buy ane belt, 68.; to Bobert Grahamt 
for furniaching hia a win sword, 408.; for aez pyntia 
aill in baillie Thomsonea at the aojouris reaaaving 
of tbair money, Sa.; to John Kaitcbeon, aojour (by 
the abirt be gat befoir), ane of tbe aarkia that wea 
ordained for evill hangit Jok Blak and the 
uther ia yett to tbe fore quhill runaway Blalc 
come bak a man-aworne burge*. Quben tbe ao- 
jouris went away, be ^ the bailliea with captain 
Bobert Murray and hia leivetennent, Ambroae John- 
stoun, ane pynt of aak, ane pynt aill, ane babiea 
worth tobacco and thrie pypea, 298.; therefterane 
nther chapine aeok to them, 138. 4d. £7th — To 
William I^owea, commiaaioner for Perth, for hia 
wagea and deburamentia there, £43, 5a. Slst—To 
John Gilleia to go with Yeateria men to turne Jamea 
Youogia acbeip, 16d. Aug. 1 — To Jamea Haldane 
for famishing for thrie flight of startia to the milnea 
wheellis, and 20s. that be had gevin to Leslies trow- 
pouris for yron nailHs and for aik to be naillisat 
■indrie tymes, £3, 158. 3rd— To John Gillies and 
Alexander Williamaone for carying the atoekis fra 
the crooe to Thomas Greves emiddie, 32d. To Alex- 
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»nd«r Willitmione, officer, and bis dowohter for 
elenging and aaeiping the tolbnith, altogidder fiUhie 
with aojoorU having lyne there, 2b. ^A — Gevin to 
William Melroa, oowper, to go to Newcastell for 
oaptaise Marray of Bomannoia company, being feohit 
with aome aojonria, 568. To James Steill for his 
naig to bora to Selkirk ane Robert Hall, ane officer in 
oaptaine Bncbananis company, ISs. To James Scott 
and John Horsbrueh for carying twa i>allioun kistis 
and horsing of ane ensigne to Selkirk in Kenmares 
regiment, 368. 18th — For ane galloon aill in the 
provestis qaben he agreit for the brigge work, lis. 8d. 
To tbe officeris and ntheris for carying the meikill 
ledder to Taeid brlsge, thrie pyntis aill, 48. To 
Andro Haldane and John Gray qaben they began to 
riddell the lyme and sand, ane qu'art aill, 32<i. To 
James Niceol and the workmen at the beginning of 
the work, thrie pyntis aill, is. Taelff faddome towes 
to latt down the lyme to the workmen in ane mekill 
panne, 208. iiOth — To the workmen for rowing out 
of the water ane mekill stane to the bak of ane of 
tbe midde pilleris, ane gallonn aill, tobacco, and 
pypes, 128. For sex naillis to fasti n the scaffold at 
the brigge, 12d. Item, cmhen my lord Kenmare 
came to Pebles gevin to John Qilleis, younger, to 
ryd to Selkirk in haist with a letter to fetche Ken- 
mures officeris to Peibles, 24s. ttind — To Jennat 
Frank for ane bnrdene hedder to melt tbe leid for 
sum of the boltis of Taeid brigge, Ss. To the sax 
workmen at Toeid brigge for thair morning drinkia 
and four houris WeddeoMiay efter noone, Thursday, 
Friday, Saterday, 19, 20, 21, 22 of August, thre 
gallons aill and half gallon, and tuentie-ane breid, hj 
the thrie pyntis they gatt in the provestis at thair 
entrie Weddensday at morne, SSs. 4d. Sind— To 
James NiccoU and John Gray, his man, for the 
brigge wark as follows:— To James Niccoll for fyve 
dayes work (and niair than be wrocht qubilk he 
wald have), £5; for ten frie staines to the brigge, 5 
merkis; 2^ pundis leid, 68. 8d.; to John Gray for 
fyve dayea work, 408.; mair to him in drinksilver, 
40d.; to Stevin Greive for thrie dayes work, 408.; 
to William Heislope and John Grieve, younger, for 
sevyn dayes werk, 8 merkis; at tbe paying of the 
workmen, gevin to them ane galloun aill, 10s. Sd.; 
to Andro Haldane for his work at the brigge, thre 
dayes, 24s; for sand furnished thairto, 288.; to 
William Heislope for mending of the barrow and 
patting twa barres thairin, 32d,; for twa faddome 
imali towes to wowpe the barrow, 12d. For 50 
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naiUiB to the ark of the auld opilne, 68. 8d. 24th— 
To Andro Haldaoe for drawing the geiitiB and daillis 
oat of the water, iyke to rya, 16d. Slst — To John 
Kaitoheon to by ane stane ane pond leid for putting 
in the boltis of Tueid brigge, 49s. Sept. 7 — For tbrie 
pondia of mair leid to fioiacbe the bolting of Taeid 
brigge, to lasobell Horsbrucb (deare wairis), 128. ; to 
William Heialope for melting the leid and putting in 
of the boltis, 13s. 4d.; to Thomas Grieve for helping 
him, lOs.; for thair morning drink and four bouiis, 
^ galloun aill and twa breid, 7a. 4d.; to the proveatia 
wyfe for aex quartis aill that acbo bad gevin to the 
Haddanea and Williaonea in casting the wreitbia of 
snaw (a neidles wark), the tyme of atorme, at the 
back of Tueid caall, IGa. To the bailliea for thair 
baillie fies and burgea compositiouna, ilk ane 8 
merkia. To John Smyth for 2} atanea 1 pond 13 
uncea yron, at 44s. the atane, to the boltia for the 
brigge, £6. 19th — Comptit with Thomaa Greive, 
smytb, for making said new yron and ane ataine of 
auld yron in boltia for Tueid brigge and poynting 
Jamea Niccollia maiaaoun yrona for hewing, &c., 5 
merkia; to him and the aojour that helpit him to 
stryk out the boltia at aeverail tymes, for thair drink 
ane galloun aill, lOa. 8d. To Andro Haldane for 
carying the multure pockia, Halamea, Beltane, and 
Lammea quarteris, v merkia. To John Baptie, 
acboolemaister, for bis yeiria fie the aaidia four 
quartera, £120. ^h — Gevin to the clerk ryding for 
Edinburgh being cited befor the committee of Estates 
to lend moneyis to apeik with Jamea Murray for 
continuatioun of the gilderis, 30s. Oct. 5— After the 
election of the coonaell and miagistrattis gevin to the 
maister of Yeater with aindrie of the counaell, ane 
pynt of aack and ane pynt aill, 28s. To William 
Kouno, dempater, for his yeiria fie, £4. 6th — To 
him for making the grave to John Ker, doctoar, and 
bis wyfe, dying of the viaitatioun, about Halamea, 
1645, 12s. To Andro Haldane for carying the lyme 
fra Tueid brigge end to the chappell, and 15 daillia 
for the milne tymer and beiring up the lyme foir- 
againat the schoole up to the tolbuith. and the stockis 
fra Thomas Grevea smiddie to Brokabole, 208. 20th 
— To Jamea Hope, for ane bora furnished be him for 
the toun in ane ezpeditioun, £40. To John Hora- 
brugh [and four others] for twa horssis, Thomas Dods 
[and five others] for carying Kenmurea musicettis fra 
Leith to Pebles for Kenmures aojouria (four quhairof 
gat no armea but had waited on twa dayea and out 
of pitie be the magistratis direction gat payment), 
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to ilk Mi« of the taelf ouryaria, 24a.; inde, £14 9a, 
Ta ThomM Dikbone, Mboole doetoar, for Lanimaa 
and HaUmM qaartaris wages and the bairoet 
Taoeanea, 25 markia. In the morrow after Hallow- 
day qoben thair waa nether wyne nor sack in Pebles, 
ipent qnhen ana note wee gottin fra oaptane Alex- 
ander Bpittell, qnartermaiater, qnhan Leslies armit 
eame along anent the quarteringt, that tyme sax 
pyntis aill, 8b. Nov. 7— To James Soott [and three 
others] for earying everie ane of them 25 piokis, and 
to Thomas Toeddell and Andro Ewmond twa laid of 
mnskettia, being the reat of Kenmnrea regimentia 
armea fra Edinburgh to Peblea, £7, 4a. April 11 — 
To John Gilleia to cary on horsbaok ane Marioan 
Lawder, crippiU, to Myrehous* 32d.; toibrie Ingliah 
boys that came aJang with Lealiaa armia going bak to 
Ingland, 12k*' 
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Pboobms or THB OiviL Wab, 1645-50— LxyTi2i<» or 

SOLDIKBS — QO ABTBBma — FuaiTITBB — OAL- 
LOWS ON OALrKNOW— EXBOUTIOHIB AFPOIBT- 

BD— Rbfaibs and Altbbations on Pabish 
Ohuboh—Bbmoval or Waulk Mill— Clau 
roB A Dbbt. 

Thb ovtrthrow of Montroie ftt Philiphaogh extin- 
gnitbed the hopes of the Boyalisti in the northern 
kingdom, and previons to that event the King's sap- 
porters in England bad been irretrievably crosbed. 
After a winter's retreat in Oxford, occupied in 
scheming and negotiating for some sort of rehabilita- 
tion of his affairs, daring which he had some experi- 
ence of the difltrost in which he was held by the 
English parliament, Charles, on the 6th May 1646, 
brought things to a crisis by entering the camp of the 
Scottish army, then stationed at Newark, near 
Nottingham, and placing himself under the pro- 
tection of his countrymen. The English parlia- 
ment, on receiving the intelligence, passed 
resolations that His Majesty's person should be at 
their disposal, and required the iSoots to conduct 
the King to Warwick Castle; and thus were com- 
menced the disputes and contentions between the two 
independent legislative authorities, which continued 
with a greater or less virulence till the English one 
collapsed under the Cromwellian supremacy. The 
Scots refused to comply with the English demand 
for giving up their sovereign, and, accompanied by 
him, marched northward to Newcastle, where they 
remained till the following January. On the 2Sra 
of that month, the Kin^ , by an arrangement of which 
he approved, departed southward io company with 
commissioners from the English parliament, and the 
Scottish army evacuated Newcastle and returned to 
their own country. * The quarrel between the English 

* The fact' of the settlement of arrears due to the Scottish 
auxiliaries having been arranged while neffotiations for the 
return ot Oharles to London were pending, has led un- 
scrupulous partisans to csst on the Soots the aspersion that 
they '*sola thsir king." The calumny has often been 
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parliament and the army, the seizare of the Kings's 
person by the latter on 3rd June, his escape from 
Hampden Court to the Isle of Wight on 11th Novem- 
ber, the declaration of war made by the Scottish parlia- 
ment on 2Dd March 1648, the levying of an army 
for the relief of the King, the despatch of the Scottish 
contingent to England (17,000 foot and 1000 horse) to 
co-operate with the Royalists, and their complete over- 
throw by Cromwell at Preston on 17th August, when 
the Duke of Hamilton, their leader, was taken 
prisoner, were some of the principal events bearing 
on Scottish history which followed in rapid succession. 
With the defeat of the Royalists at Preston the 
Covenanting party, headed by Argyll, now obtained 
the ascendancy in Scotland, but the execution of the 
King in the following January produced a violent re- 
action in favonr of royalty, his son was forthwith 
proclaimed King, and preparations made for defend- 
ing the royal cause. The young King arrived in 
Scotland on 23rd June 1650, and within a few weeks 
Cromwell, at the head of an army of 16,000 veteran 
troops, approached Edinburgh, but, foiled by the 
tactics of David Leslie, who commanded the Scots, 
he was forced, in the end of August, to retreat in the 
direction of Dunbar. 

With the foregoing brief outline of public events 
kept in view, the selections from accounts already 
given and those from the records which follow, 
will be better understood:— '*J^-^^—i7anMary 14 — 
Decernis the persones following to pay to William 
Porteous, merchant, assssignsyconstitu the Alexander 
Porteous, his now souldier at Newcastle, in England, 
be his missive letters sent be him to the said William, 
his father, the sowmes of money underwritten for the 
maillis and dewties of certane houssis perteining to 
the said Alexander:— William Tempill, flesber, 6 
merks (£3, 68. 8d.); Robert Watsone, 508.; Issob4>ll 
Kobeine, widow, 368. 8d.; Elspeth Scott, widow, 338. 
4d. [all for half-year to Martinmas, 1644], quhilkis 
sowmes they refnis to pay without compuisione. 

effectually refuted, and it is disappointing, intbeijedayb of 
accurate historical research, to find, in a school book re- 
cently published by Blackie & S^fon, the old ^ lander, not 
indeed boldly expressed, but evidently insinuated in such a 
paftsage as this:—" By the Scotch the King was taken to 
Newcastle, and after tedious negotiations was surrendered 
to the £nglish parliament in January 1647, on rt ceipt of the 
sum of £400,000." The author is designated on the title 
page ** Late Scholar of Clare College, Cambridge," and this 
announcement is followed by the publishers' motto— "Zrucent 
librU ditseminamuM." 
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1648 — May i5 — The counsfell hea continewit the 
Dominatioan of these to be sent forth to this 
present expeditioun till the morne at seven hoards 
in the morning, and to meit at the proveistis 
hous incHice he be not. able to com heir." 17ih — 
For providing 20 days' provision and arms to 
fehe persons to be sent out " everie inhabitant, 
of quhatsnmever sex or degrie, sail pay the 
Bowme i)f fyftie RcbillinKis. May fS6 — The names of 
these of the burgh of Peblis noniinat to be sojonris to 
go furth in this present expeditioun: [here follows list 
containini; 45 names], or ony tnentie of thame. Item, 
to remember that at the Croce Kirk of Peblis the tuelf 
of Junij instant Archibald Tuedie and Kobert 
Grahame war ordanit ane of thame to geve to the 
uther ten dolaris or ellis to go furth thame selfBs 
baith; and John Tuedie, brother to the said Archbald 
was to enter him. Item, gif James Douglas be re* 
fuisit to bring him bak agane to waird, thairin to re- 
main ay and quhill he satisfie the toun." June 19 
to September 92 — Quarter maisters a.ppointed; 
billeting sojeris; desertion of sojeris; contributions to 
begatbered; fugitives; picks and muskets; inhabitants 
not to leave town; inhabitants to be convened; men to 
advise with council; General Leslie's expeditioun; con- 
tribution for munitiouns. — See Printed Records^ pp. 
382-5. *'June i^— The counsell hes appointit the 
quarter-roaisteris efternemitto concur with the magis- 
trattes in the quarteringis of fute and borssis, viz., 
JamesUorsbruik [and four others]. Item, that quhaso- 
ever shU geve moneyis to ony sojor or chift the billet 
upone ane nichtbonr sail pay to the thesaurer of this 
burgh fyve pundis; and quhasoever sail absent or 
put awHy tbair borssis fra the tounes service, they 
being wairnit the nicht befoir, sail also pay the said 
fyne of fyve pundis. Ordanes Bessie Edmond, 
mother to James Gibsone, and Jonet Kobesone, 
mother to John Melros, quba did deliver tua sojoris 
in name of thair sones, qubilk sojonris hes now 
deseitit frome tbair cullouris, to present thair sones 
to the major; and the counsell to tak consideratioun 
anent the repayment to the saidis Bessie and Jonet 
of the moneyis f^evin furth be thame to the saidis 
sojonris. Sep. 2^ — In presence of David Plender- 
layth and William Lowis, bailyie, comperit Thomas 
Murdie and Johne Wood, and become actit that they 
sail go furth in generall Leslie or David Leslie thair 
airmie within thrie houris next efter tbey be warnit 
personallie or at thair dwelling-houssis, ilk ane of 
thame under the pane of perjarie and buiiahment of 



198 oiAAHnite VMM ins wnmt bioobml 

the toan, and tht laid Johne Wood the f oirf •Ituro 
of his heme at Peblis Brigend. William Templa« 
elder, aotit bimielf for William Temple, his sone, to 
goe out ut if^ra. Oomperit John Gilleis, yonnger, 
and enactis himself to goe oat for the toanes service 
within said space, and that nnder the pane of per- 
jarie and banishment furth of this bargh and for- 
faltrie of his whole oornes growand aboat this bargh, 
the ooonsell takeing eoura for interteanlDg of his 
sons. Nov. tf — [Two persons for eatoh qaarter and 
two for Auld Toun appointed] colleotonris of mus- 
kettis and piokis, to use diligenoe and report agane 
tbis day xv dayis. ^tA--Comperit James Watsone, 
traveller in Peblis, Bichard Porteous, ther, and John 
Tueddell, taiiyeour, their, and actit themselfs that 
whensoever the bargh of Peblis sail happin to have 
adoe to pate forth sooldieres to any expeditioon 
heirefter that they sail be readie at the commaod 
of the magistrates therof, upoan foartie-eight hoorea 
warning, ether personallie or at ther dwelliDg-hoossis, 
ilk persons under the pane of ane hundreth punds 
Soottis money. ICj^—April 16— All these that hea 
ony pickia or maskettis to mak payment of the 
pryces thairof of these in thair awin possessioun and 
not gevin out to sojoaris May 11— It is oon- 
deseeudit that ilk man, alsweill m sister as servant, 
sail pay xij. s. for oatreiking of the tua fate men t<» 
this present expedition, conforme to the former 
rollis; to be collectit be the former coUectouris with 
all expedition. 1660— July ^— Ordanes that na 
penones go oot of town at this present tyme, or in 
tyme earning, for fear of going in in the levie present 
or to oome, under the pane of banishment. 18th — 
It is overtared be the counsellouris, all present and 
sworne, that the persones gevin up in ane roll, first 
that the fugitives thair names be taken and given t«> 
thes who sould go on; nixt that these who fiea them- 
selfis with utheris without the burgh be called back 
to go on for the town; thridlie, that thes who hes no 
guidis and flies themselfis be banisched the town and 
never have the benefite of the town. They have 
nominat thir persones to go out:— [here follow 
thirteen names). The counsellers and quarter- 
maisters statutes that incaice the town be urged 
with another levie heirefter that the persones after 
speoifeit be listed and stand in roll to mak ohoyse of 
them as eferis, vis., [35 names], and that nane of the 
saidis persones tak on or absent themselfis. Item, 
that na personis, maisteris nor servandis, quhatsum- 
evir within town absent themselfis or tbk on with 
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niherii under the pane of oonfiBoaMonn of thair 
grnddis and present hanging, conforme to the act of 
•states; and that nane sell any armes to oatland men 
bot to the magistrattis for famishing thair men, 
under all hiest pane. Item, ordanes that the nyne men 
to go oat on service in this second levie be furnished 
with armes, viz., sex muskettis, thrie pickis, nyne 
swordis; and that everie persone of the said nyne 
have in money the sowme of taelf pnndis by armes, 
and that it be brol^in thron the toan, and everie 
persone in the towne, except magistrattes, pay 248. 
Scotts. Jvly ftO -Ordanes presentlie this aay that 
ane gallows be sett np in the Oalfknow, and the 
thesanrer to caws expede the same instantlie, and 
that for punishing all persones ingitives or ran- 
ftwayis in this present expeditioan against Cromwell. 
August ;S5— Ordanes to send presentlie for the town's 
■ojouris to supplie thair present necessitie ilk ane xl 
8,, inde £12. Robert Thomsone, baillie, takis on 
hand to provyd this £12 and send it by the hand of 
the first oocasioan.*' 

The quartering of soldiers and the collection of 
assessments for maintenance of the army were 
burdensome to the community: — 1646 — Oct, It — 
Ordanes all these appointit to tak notice anent the 

auarteringis efter Phillophauch to report thair 
iligence to the counsell this day 8 dayes. yov, 9— • 
The proveist, bailyeis, and counsell of Peblis, con- 
▼enit in the ehapell thairof, . . . hes appointit 
the provest and bailyeis to meit this day eftemone, 
and the mome in the morning, to convene the haill 
inhabitantis of this burgh anc'nt the quarteringis sen 
PhiUiphaoch and to tak thair ay this thairanent 
and proceid thairintill quhill the samyn be all 
ordourit. Dec, SI — The counsell hes enactit that 
the quarteringis baith of fate and trouperis salbe 
payit as follows, viz., the twa pairtis thairof be the 
inhabitantis of the burgh, and the thrid pairt thairof 
be the thesaurar thairof; and for breking of the 
inhabitantis pairt of the saidis quarteringis they haif 
nominat [two persons for each of the four quarters 
and two for the Auld Toun]. The proveist and 
bailyeis ar ordanit to speik and desyre of the ofSoeris 
billettis for the transient quarteringis of these that 
went to Selkirk, togidder with the quarteringis of 
the soioris for the five dayes the haill sojoris remanit 
in this toun. 1647 — Jan. i^— The counsell hes 
grantit ane new monethis mentenance for the horssis 
and fate sojouris to be colleotit conforme to the 
f onnar monethis mentenance immediatelia of bef oir. 
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and the thettiirar alio to pay ut antea; and inti- 
matioQD beirof to be maid with all diligence and 
payment to be maid within xlviij hooris. Feb. £f^ — 
The ooanscU appoyntie [two peraoos for each of the 
quarters and Auld ToanJ to tak ane noit of my lord 
Sindaris qaarteris upon the aithis of the upfr^varis, 
to the effect the lamyn may be sent to William 
Lowis, commiasionar at Parliament. March 1 — 
William Lewis, bailye, oommissionar, product t ane 
discharge he Mr Andro Hay for ane monetbis menten- 
anoe. June 8 — James Williamsone chosin com- 
missionar to ryde to EdinbttrKh for the Inissia and 
quarteringis. July 17 — Ordanes the officiaris to 
intimat of new agane to the broosteris, fleschonris, 
and all utheris sobject in payment of the excyse, to 
mak payment thairof to the ooUectoaris betaixt and 
Tharsday nixt, under the pane of warding, and the 
brekaris of the said exoyse to concar with the magls- 
trattis for ingathering thairof under the pane of 
doubling of thair pairtis of the said excyse. The 
magistrattis to visit the roll of the mentenanoe that 
these that hes landis in tenementis and not brokia of 
befoir, and free now of the burdene of the quarter- 
ingis, may be considerit and pay thair monethlie 
mentenance alswell for byganes as in tyme cuming^. 
1648— Nov. ^^Anent the claime intendit and per- 
sewit at the instance of John Williamsone [and 
three other] burgessis of Pebles, against William 
Patersotie, burges thair, beiinE that wher upon 
8th October last, Alexander Yaitohe of Menner, 
having by ane ordonr of th^ committee of estaittes 

quarterit upon his lands the number of horsmen 

of the Inglis armie, did the same day come doune to 
the burgh of Pebles, and desyred the saids persones 
to quarter the said number of men upone his charges 
and expenssis, and then faithfullie promittit not 
onlie to pay and satisfie for thair interteanment bat 
also to repay and satisfie all lossis and skaith that 
any in the toune should susteane in their cornes or 
ntherwayes be the saids Inglishmen and their horssis; 
and treu it is that the foiruamet persones had 
eatten and destroyit to them be the said Inglishmen 
the said nicht and day, viz., [one of the complaineni 
9^ firlots oats; another, half a boll heir; another, 3 
firlots oats; and the fourth a boll oats, all with the 
fodder. Patersone being addebted to Vaitch in £71, 
the amount was arrested in his hands, and he was 
now called upon to make it forthcoming.] 1649 — 
March 29 — The proveist, bailyeis, and counsell, 
present, bes ordanit als mekle silver as ane monetbis 
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' mentenuice of bef oir to be coUactit tff the. inbabi- 

antU, Tic, aoe baadretb and to* pandia coDforme to 
the formar rollU. May 11— The ooonaell hea oon- 
cladit to go to my lord Tester, and scbaw to his 
lordship the wrangis done be Sir James Hay to the 

\' toon, aad in epeciall anent the qnarteringia of the 

sojories and trouperis." 

A poblic official, whose seryices seem to have been 
required, but for whose post competitors were scarce, 
bad to be appointed: — ** 1650- -Jan, 14 — In presence 
of James Horsbrugh and Robert Thomsone, baillieo, 
John Bell and the twa officeris, Aodro Maxwell, 
Bometyme a cbopman, being apprehended for pyking 
and steilling of some heir in a pock oat of Mausland, 
and iooarcerat within thair jewie, undertakis to be' 
for the toun of Pebles thair executioner and lockman, 
and to oontinew in that thair service daring the 
townis pleasour; for the quhilkis the baillies in name 
ol the counsell sail [be liable] for his fie and wage 
and boas, and the baillies sail undergo that nane 
within thair brugh sail raill or abusd the said Andro 
bis name for using the said calling, and gff he eskap 
and runne away he is content to be hanged im- 
mediatelie thairefter without assyse. — (Signed) Tho. 
Crawfobd, notar, at command of the said Andro 
Maxwell." 

The parish charch, now the Cross Church in rains, 
is sometimes noticed in connection with repairs and 
fitting in of pews: — ** 164S -Feb. 5— The counsell hes 
gevin warrand to the proveiat and tua bailyeis to 
subscryve ane procuratorie presentit be Mr John 
Hay, youngar of Haystoun, in name and behalf of 
my lord Yester and remanent heritours of the 
parochin of Peblis for putting the letteres of horn- 
ing to executioun raisit aganes the persone and 
▼tear of I^eblis for repeiting the charges and sowme^ 
debursit alreddie upone the reparatioun of the Crooi 
Kirk of Peblis and uphold ipg of [the same] in tyme 
earning. 1649— April f— Thair is offerit be William 
Lowis for reforming the tounes seat in the Croce 
Kirk lofting thairof, and making of pews beneth 
the samyn, ane huodretb merkis for half ane yeir 
annuelrent frie, and at the completing thairof atber 
to haif his awin hunJreth merkis or ellis to half 
power to dispone upon the pewl9 be the advyse of 
the counsell efter the repairing thairof. 1649— Aug, 
6— The merchants ar content and enactis themselfis 
to build ane seat in the kirk direotlie fra the new 
wester loft'till the new S6bt of the magittrats and 
ooius^ ftkid th^ pusage to be upon the olerkli 
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Mftt. 1650— Jan, 1^— The conniell gifes lioenoe to 
the merchandis to baild their loft and to go on m 
the town's loft, and after the building thairof the 
merchands to have thair choyce whidder they tak 
the back pairt of the town's loft or thair awin, they 
allwayes booting quha baa the better. March 15 — 
The coonsell grantia licence to James Williamsone, 
lait provest, to have ane pew in the middle rank, 
and eist end of the kirk, upon conditionn of payment 
as he can agrie with William liOwes be advyse of 
the oounsell. Ordanes the thesanrer and deane-of- 
guyld to compleit their loft nnder and above within 
fyftene day is, and tbairefter to give in the comptis. 
Jvly to — John, Alexander, Thomas, and James 
WiliiamBonei, and thair aires after them, ordained 
to have ane pew in the kirk in the mid rank, and 
the middle pew nearest James Williamsone, elder, 
to be thair pew upon payment to William Lowis." 
There are also similar arransements with others as 
to pews. "1651 — Dec, t9 — Appoyntes and au- 
thorizes John Lowes [and three others] to reasone and 
voite with or against the Kirk Session of Peblea 
anent the reparation of the kirk." On considering 
the proposals made for reparation, the council *' ar 
most willing (according to the old former costome) 
to repair the two westmost windowes and the 
fabrik of the said ohurche; item, they are willing 
to repare and uphold thair pairt of the cburche ac- 
oordiog as the bargh of Selkirk, which is ane mair 
able burgh than this; item, they find it is incumbent 
to the titular [of the teinds] to repare ane pairt of 
the church as bis predecessores wer wont to doe, and 
if they were takismen [of the teinds] as otheres ar 
they ar most willing to undergoe thair proportione 
conforme. 165t — Jan. 8 — Appointes the proveist 
^nd six others] to meit this day with my lord 
Yester and remanent heritouris within Febles paroch 
and confer with them anent the reparatioun of the 
churobe.'l 
The original waulk mill,* which was situated on 

• The mill had in 1482 been leased to Sir Gilbert Jameson 
and his brother, John Jameson, daring tbeir lifetimes, for 
payment of three merks yearly to St John's altar, and in 
1488 it and an adjoining site for a house were formally 
given possession of to John Jameson. In an old register it 
is narrated that on 15th April of that year, the iMkiliea, 
with oonsent of the "hail oommunite, paasyt with vertane 
of nychtburris to the walk mylne standand at the south 
svd of the burgh, at the held yairdis, at the est end of 
Tttsd Grene, upon the north siyd the dame,'* sad gav« 
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Tweed Green, appears to have been superseded b^ 
one erected on the site of the ** auld miln on Peblis 
water '* about the year 1649:—" 1646— April 7— Or- 
danes the baill horssia in the toun to be warnit eyerie 
ane of thame to lay four laidis stanes to the bigglng 
of the waulk mylne, ane quarter thairof ilk da^, 
beginoand the first quarter upone Thursday nixt m 
the morning, and the seound quarter the said day 
efternone; the thrid quarter upone Fryday in the 
morning, and the four 6 quarter upone Friday efter- 
none. 16^ — Aug, 11— Bidden be Alexander Forrest, 
tailyeor, for ane thrie-yeir tak of the waulk milne, 
84 merks. 1649— April 13 -The counsell to think 
upone ane way anent the transporting of the waulk 
mylne in the place qubair the auld .mylne standis. 
15th— Item, bidden be William Lowis for sua mony 
yeiris tack as the couucill and he can aggrie yeirlie, 
ane thousand merkis, upoun conditioun that the 
toun transport the aald milne and set the samyn 
agane qahair the walk mylne standis; provyding he 
half the putting in of skilf uU servantis, milleris, and 
warkmen thairintill, quhilkis salbe humble and 
obedient servants and serve the toun at all oo- 
casiounes bayth day and nicht; lykas the saidis 
haill inhabitantis present hesofferit thair oontribu- 
tioun and help for transporting of the said mylne 
and dressing of hir upe; and quha refussis ar con- 
Jameson "heritabill saisen of the said walk myloe» with 
all rychtwus pertinents, and of twenty-sex futtis of leath 
of the said ground, to byg ane hous on the said walk my In, 
and als of thretty futtis of lenth of the samyn land to byg 
ane other hous upon, togeder with the breid perteninsr 
thairto befor the said walk mylne, . . . with leyf and 
power frely to set and plant treis on the south syd the myln 
dame, up and doune, to the profit and uphald of the said 
walk myln, the treis beand the said James and his airis, 
the ground and gars commoun to the toun. . . And als 
with fre isch and entra of the water to cam fra the come 
myln frely doune to the said walk myln; . . . andgif 
the water cumand fra the corn myln doune to the said 
walk myln be stoppit or lattin f urth wrangusly be ony per- 
sons, than the balyeis and the communitie sail cans and gar 
the said John and his airis to be ramedit and amendit 
thairof insafer as thai ar scaithit thairthrow." After the 
removal of the mill the " dam " was disused and the ground 
occupied by and adjoining it, now known as the Oytes, let 
for grazing. Oyte, gott, or goU, is a well-known Scottish 
word signifying a ditch or water cut. The town wall is 
described as proceeding northward from the "golt fut." 
At the point indicated the mill dam (Scotticism for mill 
lade) had nearly reached the mill, and tliat part of it was 
accordingly described as its " fut" (foot), or termination. 
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tent to be paniaobit tbairfQir.* Sep, 3—li is aggreit 
betuiit t^e prpveirt, bellyeii, and coansell, and 
Tbomae Moysei, walker, viz., tbe laid Tbomas to 
redd tbe ground of tbe north .mylae, now the walk 
my In, to the balk of tbe corneland e west tbairto, and the 
tonn to extend the samin be ane new cuple and pat 
ane new cnpill thairto, the said Thomafi payand 
thairfoir yeirlie fyve merkia, and at the ische of the 
taok thairof to leave the aamyn sufficient in wallis, 
tyromer, and thack." 

The principle of lUera tcripta manet ia a safe one in 
financial transactions, the memories of debtors especi- 
ally bavins sometimes a treacherous tendency. Re- 
collection had been sadly at fault on one side or tbe 
other in the following instance: — ** 166i^Fd)ruary 
16 — Anent tbe lupplicatioun gevin in befoir the 
proveist, baillies, and counaell be Jennet Watsone, 
•pous to John Hay, eldest lawful! sone to Sir James 
Hay of Smeithfield, knicbt, and the said John Hay 
for bis interes, against John Mure, burges of Pebles, 
beirand forasmuch as tbe said John Mure come to 
the said John Hay in bis chamber upon tbe tenth of 
December, and tbair confessit himself to be adebtit 
(undesyred) the sowma of ellevin score pundes Scottes 
money, in remembrance and token of which sowme 
ther was a difference of the haill compt, for tbe said 
John Hayes spous affirmed in face of the said John 
Mnre that he was addebtit of reall lent money the 
sowme of thretteine scoire pundes, wherupon be 
ansnerit verbatim'. Tow know my comptes will not lie, 
for I will atber bring my comptes to you, or if ye 
will be pleased to go to my hous and I will let yow 
sie them. At which the said John Hay, being over- 
taken with bis many fair promisies [and professions] 
of love, as John Mure said to him: Sir, by the grace 
of God you shall not [have cause] to feare it, for I 
shall be ane faithfuU paymaster to yow. Wberupon 
tbe said John Bay desyred him to take one day of 
payment, at which be answered; I have money 
awchtand me in the countrie by sundrie hands, but I 
cannot get in payment therof, but if I should borrow 
it I shall not faill to pay yow at St Mnngoisday; and 
thairafter I have payit yow, for the kyndnes that 
I have receavit from your wyfe, so long as I baye 
tuo pennies yow shall command the half of it, 

* This looks like a propoasl to have the Auld Hill re-ereot- 
ed at Tweed Qreen or Walkers' Haugb, bu^ the records do 
not show that such a scheme was carried out. Subsequent 
to this there were two grain mills adjacent to each other at 
theCasUehill. 
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alwayes beoaiu ther was non that ever knew of it 
bat sho and I, therfor I will desyre yow to keepe it 
qayet from my wyf e and friends, for I bad rather 
pay ten tymea the sowme befor they knew of it; 
upon which the said John flay gave him hie hand 
he sbonld never divulge it to any body. Then he 
aai4 to the said Joh|i Hay: I know je ftr neidfnll 
of money at this tyme, and I have a little wie thiog 
lying besyde me. Then John Hay aakit him how 
nueh was of it, and he aaid twelve pnnda Scotts. 
Withall he desyred the said John Hay to his boas 
to drink a pynt of aill, all which the said John Hay 
doing, the said John More called him to the dure aad 
went to tbe stable and thair did give him the mid 
tnelve pund Scottee money in pairt of payment; 
which upon conscience the laid John Mare cannot 
deny.*' On the matter being referred to If are*a oath 
he deponed tliat he ncTer »wed the eomplainers any* 
thing except £26 Scots, which had been paid, and he 
was accordingly absolved from liability. 
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Pbovobtb or the Bubqh— Lord Tebteb>-Ssbyitob 
to kbep within certain bounds — town 
Clerk— Dban-of-Guild and Quild Counoil 
—Horse Race at Beltane. 

John, ibe foarth Lord of Tetter, who took part in 
pnbUo affairs in Queen Mary's time, is the first 
provost of the borgh noticed in the records. He died 
while in office, and the guardians of his son William, 
the fifth lord, but then a minor, endeavoured to 
secure for him a continuance of the influence which 
the position afforded, by obtaining a gift of the 
provostry uuder the Queen's privy seal. This the 
community objected to as an infringement of the 
burgh's privileges, and as a compromise it was agreed 
(30th January 1655) that the gift should be renounced, 
the town promising that so soon as the young lord 
should attain majority, and be "of knowledge to gif 
thame ane gud counsale," to accept him **in the 
provestrie of the burgh, yerelie, afore ony nth oris, aa 
thai fynd him geving for commonn weill." The for- 
mality of annual elections of the successive Lords 
Tester, varied apparently by their relative Lord 
Newbottle being in office for a time (Gleanings, IV.), 
was probably kept up till 1609, when, on the recur- 
rence of another minority in the reigning family the 
council ventured on the innovation of promoting one 
of their own number to the civic chair, and the former 
system was not subsequently reverted to.* The 
municipal connection, however, between the com- 

* John Dikisoun was chosen provost in 1609, 1610, and 
1614. For want of the burgh court book in which elections 
are recorded it may be difficult to make up a complete list 
of provosts previous to 1624. Between that year and 1660 
the following were chosen, the election being from Michael- 
mas in one year till the Michaelmas ensuing: —1624, James 
Williamson; 1626. Oharles Pringill; 1626-8, James William- 
son; 1629-88, John Lewis; 1684-6, James Williamsone; 
1686-8, John Lowis; 1639. James Williamsone; 1640, John 
Lowis; 1641-4, James Williamsone; 1646, John Lowis; 1646-7, 
Patrik Tbomsone; 1649, John Lowis; 1660, James William- 
sone. This proved to be Provost Williamsone's last ap- 
pointment, as he died before the municipal year dosed. He 
was again succeeded by John Lowis. 
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munity and their noble neighbour was not entirely 
levered. Lord Tester, the minor of 1609, and after- 
wards the first Earl of Tweeddale, daring the inter- 
vals in which he was not occupied with national 
Goncerns, acted as a member of the town council, to 
which he was for a long time annually elected from 
the jear 1628. Dr Theodore Hay, ^'persone of 
Peblis," was also then elected, and annually there- 
after till 1637, after which bis name drops off. In 
1643, ** Johne, maister of Tester," who had been 
admitted a burgess in 1638, is also put on (the council. 
The two are continued annually for some years, and 
in 1647 their names are thus entered on the list — 
** John, now earl of Tueddel; John, now lord Tester.'' 
The father had, on Ist December preceding, been 
raised to the dignity of an earl while in attendance 
on the King, then with the Scottish army at New- 
castle. 

Lord Tester was hereditary sheriff of the county, 
and it was perhaps as much in connection with the 
exercise of his judicial functions as in the capacity 
of a baron and landowner that he was entitled to 
wield such a coutrol over a culprit's movements as is 
indicated by the following entry in the court book: — 
**1648 — May 2^— In presence of William Lowes, baillie 
in Peblis, compeirit personallie William Weir, servitor 
to Bobert Murray in Brig of Lyne, and enactit him- 
self that he shall remaine* within and upon the 
lands pertaining to my lord Tester, and shall be 
readie to imbrace any service the said noble lord shall 
imploy him, or any other censure his lordship shall 
injoyne him, and gif it shall happin the said William 
Weir to flit or remove outwith the bounds of the said 
Doble lord's lands, in that caice the said William 
enactes himself (except it be by my lord's perrois- 
sioun) to suffer deathe in respect of the fait com- 

mittit be him againes Haliday, the said noble 

lord's gardioer." 

Patrick Yaitch, who had filled the office of town 
clerk for a period of about thirty years, also held the ap- 
pointment of clerk to the sheriff,t and his zeal for Lord 
Tester's interests on an occ&sion when these were some- 
what opposed to those of the town brought him into 
collision with the council, and caused the severance 

* The words " in service with his said present master," 
which had been eriginally written here, are deleted. 

t On 12th April 1704, the council, for avoiding the ** grate 
inconveniences" caused by the combination of the town and 
sheriff clerkships, resolved that m future such doable ap- 
pointments shoold be incompetent 
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oi his oonneotion with them. ''IBJ^—May It^li 
is f and be the counsel! that the dispositbuns of tSt 
borrow landis eonld be written be the olerk, and gff 
any persone sail faill to go to the olerk to any athef 
notar that then it sflJbe leisam to the clerk to exact 
ane lawf ull price for the oompoeitionn at the gevinif 
of the seising, and that in tyme oamlng the price be 
awchtene schillings. 16J^ — Oct, t5 — Anent tbe com- 
plaint aganes the clerk for not giving advertianient 
to the magistrates of tbe seising glTin to my lord 
Tester of the Vainlaw, ordanes the olerk to ansner 
thairto the nixt day. 1649^Muy il— The former 
act, writtene be amqahile Patrick Thomsone, 
proveist, concerning our clerk his giving of seasitsg.to 
■ry lord Tester of Vainlaw upon Sanf Peter's day, 
1648,* be tbe nixt coonsell day considered. Dec, S — 
Tbe oonnsellof Pebles, conyenit, una voce suspendis 
Patrik Vaitche, thair clerk, fra his charge, and con- 
tinewis his censure till farder advysment, and that 
for the ressonis writtin in the actis above writtin, amd 
ordanes the said Patrik to produce the haiU registeris 
and writtis of the towne betaix and tbis day awcht 
dayes. The said day Thomas Grawf urd is creat town 
clerk during the oounsellis pleasour, and gave his 
aitii ds fddi admirutratumet and resaavit the 
connsell buikis in custodie till that tyme. Oomperit 
the said Patrik Vaitche and denyit that he had done 
any wrang anent the geving of my lord Tester seis- 
ing and not acquanting the town therof, quhilk gif 
he had done he wald have not bene bonest to my 
lord Tester, quba employes bim. Dec. f^— Patrik 
Vaitche, lait clerk, takis on hand to produce the 
townts haUl registeris and writtis upon 9th January 
nixt, under the pane of warding. 1650^-Jun, 14 — 
Patrik Vaitche, lait clerk, produced befoir the ooun- 
ssU the townis seising buikis of uroquhile John 
Tuedie and himself in ane bulk, of umquhile Sir 
William Newbie, Sir John AUane, and a pairt of 
John Dickesone, all thrie in ane buik, tbgidder with 
the counsell builds in his tyme. And to remember 
he hes yet some actis and f nstrumentis about VenAa w; 
Hommildoun, and Kaidmure, to register, and thair- 
after to deliver the samyn, togidder with all instnl- 
mentis and uther buikis undely verit. Item, the said 
clerk deliverit the haill thesanrer comptis, equiea; 
and charges, qubilkis were delyverit to James 
Williamsone, present thesaurer, to be layed up in the 

* The festival of St Peter was celebrate on 29th June, . 

The date here given appears to be written IMS' in place of ^ 
1M7. 
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iownlf oommovn kiii. The ooaoMll ddyrwit the 
sold NKisten of Newbie, Allane, and Diokiione, in 
ane baik, and John Tnedie'i leising bnik, oonteininff 
a pairt of Patrik Yaitohe leiging in ane nther bond 
bnik, togidder with the haill ooaniell bniki, band 
togidder in Patrik Yaitcbee tyme, to Thomai 
Onwfard, notar, thair present clerk, to be furth- 
coming to the ooaniell upon demand. (Signed) Tho. 
ORAwruiRD. Feb, ii— The ooanwU anignee to 
Patrik Yaitche, lait clerk, the tent of Appryll to 
bave all bookfa, aotfe, instramentie, and writtis 
reddie to produce; the said Patrick Yaitohe being 
personallie present promeiisit to do the samyn. 
April £6— Patrik Yaitohe, lait clerk, prodaoit ane 
bnik of seisingi in his awin writt sen the 1632 till the 
1647 yeiris, t<^dder with oertaine actis and statntis 
oonoemine the town. It is regraittit that amqahile 
David Onchtownes, and John Hayes, and Adame 
Diokisones, sometime olerkis of this broght, their 
registeris, are wanting, and sould be in the handia 
of James Williamsonn, and thairfore he to 
be oited for that effect. James Williamsone, 
present, confessit he hes some of them. 1660 — 
July 17— Thomas Grawf ard, present clerk, dely vent 
the registeris oommittit to him, viz., Newbies, 
Ailanes, and Dikisones prothogallis in ane bnik, 
and nmquhile John Tnedies and Patrik Yaitobes 
in ane nther bnik, togidder with some instrn- 
mentis and notes, and all the oonnsell bnikis ex- 
cept this last yeiris reeayed np, with the court bnik 
in his tyme; qubilkis wer layed in the common kist. 
As idso Patrik Yaitohe his last bnik of seasings wes 
laved in. July 16— Prodndt be Alexander Lander 
all discharges and papers quhilks wer in his hands 
the tymes he wes thesaurer and delivered to James 
Williamsone, present thesanrer, togidder with ane 
oonnsell baik in his hands to be instantlie delyverit 
be him to be layed np in the common kist; and also 
ane instrument anent the merohes of the passage to 
Hamiltoun, nnder William Yaitche, notar, hand.** 
Entries in the council register abruptly stop in the 
beginning of November 1660, about which time the 
town was entered by Oromwell*s troops. When 
they are resumed in May following the appointment 
of another clerk is chronicled:— "i^I^ifo^ £9— 
James Williamsone, proveist, [the bailies and coun- 
cillors], conveanit in the said pxordst his hall and 
dwelling-boua at Peblis, hes creat and receavit 
Tkomae Smyth, notar, derk of the laid burgh of 
Pebleii dnrdog the proTMit, bAilliei* and oounaeU 



210 OUMnBMIMIfTHlBVMBBlOOIML 

th«ir pltMsre; tha lald ThomM beiig pfMMit aad 
aoMptead he* gevia hii oath defiddi adhn¥MMbmUone, 
June 6— Ordeanes Patrik Yaitohe, ahereff olerk,to 
be wainit to the aixt oonniell daj anent the 
filling np of the townee regiiter of Mange cealonae 
to ane formar aet. June IO>-The baiUiee reportee 
they have deliverit to Patrik Vaitcbe the toanes 
seeing hook to be filled up be him;'' and thoM 
are also lubeeqtient notices regazding the oompletion 
of his work and settlement of his dues. '* November 
l9^0rdeanes Patrik Yaitoh, olerk, and James 
Brisbane, wyneselleris, to be warned to the ooon- 
sell and answer for thair oontravening of the act of 
connsell anent the prioe of wynew" This refers io 
the business oarried on by the olerk as a ▼intner; baft 
the heinonsness of the offence of giving " sesine^ to 
my Lord Tester of the Venlaw witboat aoquainting 
the toune," could not be forgiven, and so far after 
the event as 26th July 1652 the *^ haill oonnseU, for 
his farther censure, discharges him of his f redeme, 
and declares he hes no power to ezeroe ane fredome 
MA burgee of this burgh.*' 

In modern times the jurisdiction of the dean-of- 
gnild in burghs has been chiefly connected with the 
construction of buildings, their stability, their ereo* 
tion within the owners' bonndfuries, ana their con- 
formity to law in other respects; but originally the 
functions he discharged in commereial Skffairs were 
those to which Scottish legislators attaehed most im- 
portance. An aet of parliament, passed in 169^ 
approved of the power and jurisdiction of the dean 
and his couneil within burghs as then used in Edin* 
burgh, " qnhilk is to the great furtheranoaof justice 
to our Soverane Lord's lieges in all aotiona and 
maters eoncemiag merehands, betuizt merohand and 
merehand, and betuixt merohand and mariner." The 
convention of burghs also, both before and after 
1503, frequeatiy urged deans of guild, in burgha 
where sueh had been appointed, to see to the en- 
forcement of the laws relating to merchandice and 
punishment of unfree traders; and in 1600 thcj 
ordained that " na brogh elect or oheis ony persona 
to be thair deyne^f -gild without he be ane merohand 
trafficquand and habill to discuss upon merohand 
billis and merehand caussis." In some burghs where, 
a dean had not already been appointed the conven- 
tion enjoined thai this should be done, and the pro- 



teotion of merchant bargesses be thereby better 
seonred. Thongk by the s&artar of 1021 the hta^ 
of BNbiM VM fniliiilmd to pcpMM *'Kiiiklo<|irtii 
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•owMil, membwi, md jarwdletioii thento belong- 
ing," then doe* not seem to have- been a dean 
and hia oonnoil elected prior to 1647i On 5th 
Ootober 1640, amoDgit *' partionlars tho<At npone 
and to be ooneladit the nixt connwU daj'* there 
appears-- ** 6. The creatting of ane dean-of -gild;" bat 
nothing farther is noticed on the sabjeet till at the 
annaal election on 4th Oetober 1647, when the town 
oooBOil from a*leet of three names (all- members of 
that body), elected John Tnedy, yoanger* to be 
'*dean-of 'guild." Tuedy reoei?ed eight votes, 
another candidate four, and the third none. IHie 
election of a dean seems to have taken place an- 
nually thereafter, and there are notices in the 
records indicating some of the duties to be per- 
formed by him and his council:— **i^->0<;to6er 
11 — Ordanes John Tuedie, - dean-of -gild, of his 
awin consent, to produce the dean-of-gildis lawis 
and practique of the burgh of Edinburgh the 
nixt counsell day. December iSO-^The dean-of-gildis 
eounsell ar chosin be the counsell: — John Andro, 
John Plenderlaitb, William Jonkesone, younger; 
Alexander Lauder, John Stoddert, and Thomas 
Wallace. Oontinewis thair aitbis and admissioun 
till the nixt counsel! day; and in the meaoe tyme 
ordanes the dean-of-gild to tak diligent tryell of all 
measouris, viz., merchantis measouris, as elwand, 
trone, and trooe weohtis, also the peokis, fir- 
lottis, wobsteris weohtis, pyntia^ chopenis, mutoh- 
kynis, and all uthers measouris, and to report 
the nixt counsell day. Yule Dap, B6 December 1648 
— ^The counsell ordanes John Tnedie, dean-of- 
gild, to produce his ordouris anent the dean-of- 
gildsohip, to be considderit be the counsell 
or ane oommittie therof, and in the mesne 
meane tyme to uae his diligence aganes the delin- 
quentis, and to cans snmmond all these that hes 
raillit upone him and his aasociattis in executioun of 
thair office, and that betuixt and Friday nixt. 1649 
—February 9— Anent the dean-of-gild of the said 
burgh and the articles gevin in be John Tuedie, dean- 
of-gild, the counsell hes desyrit Williame Lowis to 
tak ane vew thairof and report to thame his advyse 
thairanent, and in the meane tyme to procure of the 
proveist and bailyeis of Lythgow, or their okerk, the 
extract of the actis and ordouris maid be thame and 
thair counsell theiranent, qubilkis ordouris and in- 
dentures ar presentlie deliverit to the said William 
Lowis* And ordanes the said John Tuedie, with ane 
letter fiOMi th6inu^glitn«tii>ef tUs b«rgh, to lyde to 
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Lythgow for pniohoHlag the extract of thair di 
of •gildia indentniet, apone the obarget end odIawu 
ahreddie renevit or to be reeMvit be the Baid John or 
007 ntherie, Mtuy 11 — ^The deane*of-gi]d to produce 
lui oomptia of hii haill intromiMioun sen his entrie. 
A^, f7 — Ordenee the deene-of -gild to tek ordoar with 
the weohtu and epedAUie the troii weohtia, and that 
the merohantiesaU haif trone pand and trone half -pond 
and trone qoarterpand, and that nAne sell ony watris 
bot be the trone weoht except ane ance weoht; and 
the deane-of-gild to report the nixt oonneell day. 
lS60^Fd>. f f — Ordanes a connaell to be ohoysin to 
the deane-of-gild on Monday nixt, and thedeen-of- 
gild to give in a list against that day. Fd>, 2:5— The 
ooonsell electis as oounsellonris to the deane*of -gyld : 
— John Andro [and six others] qaha are to be swome 
be the magistrattis de fideU adnwnistratUme. April 
If— The deane-of -guyld to visite the weights ana to 
caws helpe the stones gif they be deficient. Aug, 16 
— James Eiohie, merohand, admittit bnrges be the 
counsel! upon aith, and ordained to pay to the 
thesaorer for his oompositionn twenty merkie, 
nawyis prejodging the gildrie and thair libertie and 
lawes." Sep. 90-—^ohn Plenderlaith elected dean-of- 
goild. ** The deane-of-gild to have ane borgea com- 
positioan, and all the iynes to be upliftit be him, and 
he to be comptable for the samyn to the oonnseU. 
1661 — Oct* 6— The coanseU haveing this day choisin 
John Andro, baillie, [and six others] ooonseUeree of 
the deane-of-gild coart, have remittit their oathes to 
be taken be the deane-of-gild the first court day. It 
is enactit that the merohantes, baksteris, and 
flesheores be warnit to oompeir befor the magistrattes 
and deane-of-gild to-morrow, betoixt sevine and 
eight honris in the morning, in the tolbooth, be 
whom the merohantes ar to be exhortit tokeepe 
conscience in selling of merchandioe and to tak 
reasonable profeit; the flesheores not to blow flesh, 
and the baksteies to bake twelve pennie bread at ane 
ordinar rate and weight, according to the pryoe of 
the quheit booht be them proportionallie, and the 
▼enteres of wyne and strong wateres to be also warnit 
and exhortit to tak reasonable profeit upon the 
wynes ventit be them, and after exhortation to be 
gevin M said is, if anv of the forsaids merchandea, 
▼enteres, baksteres, and flesheores, failyea tberin, to 
be punisht conforme to the actis of parliament and 
former acts of counsell, and als to underlv the censure 
of the present magistrattis and counsell. Oct* t7 — 
Becomendi the oensoxeing and paniihing of tha 
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nwrdbantee and fleih«om uwat tho profdt to bt 
taken be tbem of their merehandioe and ileahea to the 
deane-of-gild and bis oooniell. J6Si — Jan, It — 
Ordanea Alexander Lander, deane-of-gild* to keepe 
hia deane-of-gild oonrt to-morrow, for oenaareing 
James Soott and bis mother for the wrong done be 
them, and if the deane gild failyea to be oensnreit 
himself be the ooantelL*' 

The troables and oommotions existing in the 
eonntry daring the time of oivil war did not appar- 
ently interrupt the annual oelebration of the sports 
to which the inhabitants had long been aooostomed. 
The raoe eoutse was at one time between **the 
nether toun of Horsbroghe and tho east port of the 
burgh " (Gleanings, No. X.), but in the year 1644 
mention U made of ** the new cours of Quhythanoh,** 
which, except on occasions when the **auld way " was 
preferred, was thereafter yearly rented for the race 
till about 1766, when, in oonsequence of enclosures 
and agricultural improvements, the ground became 
unsuitable for the purpose {Hittory of Peebkithire^ 
p. 264.) On the approach of the festival a proclama- 
tion was usually issued in these terms: — **Ordanes 
the haill counsell and haill remanent honest men of 
the toun to attend the proveist and bailyeis, with 
ane sword at thair belt and ane staff in thair hand, 
the morne ef ter Beltane day, the haill tyme of the 
hors races, ilk persons under the pane of fourtie 
sobUliDgis, and ordanes the officiaris to wame the 
haill toun for that effect." The winner of the raoe 
got delivery of the bell, to be retained in his custody 
for a year on undertaking to return it previous to 
the next contest, and when this was done the trophy 
had usually increased in weight by the addition of 
another '* pendicle.'* " 1641— May '^— Oomperit 
Bobert Yaitohe, brother germane to Sir John Yaitche 
of Dawik, knicht, quha upon this present day haifiog 
be his hors, designed ane roane hors, wane the beU 
of Peblis at the accustomed raice tbairof, weyand 
ane pund, wanting nyne droppe, guid and sufficient 
silver, with thrie bellb and fyve appendioles; and 
having resseaved the samyn hes actit him for rede- 
lyverie tbairof betnixt and the fourt day of May 
nixtocum 1642 yeiris, and for that effect William 
Yaitche, burgee of Peblis, is become cautionne under 
Uie peine of fyve hundrethe merkis money. 164$—' 
May 6 — Comperit Walter Scott in the Ornik, quha 
on 4th May haifing be hb hors, designat ane brown 
hors, wyn the bell, the samyn with tua uther litill 
■ily«r bellif and atx nthar pwidiolaib *!•<> ot 
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wiyandwiie pond ir««tlat ttta d^pd," deliir«Md'to 
Urn on obHgiitlo& to redenir^r thmn at ** nixt BeKuie 
race ** to ]S43. *'1644-AprU «— The ooamell, be 
eommoan oement, hee ordMiit the otdlnat nee at 
Beltane on the foart day of May nozt to be Tvm that 
day- Qpone the new oonTS of Qabythauoh, tUiyie 
aboat the lanyn the fint raoe and twyee at the efter 
■ehott thairof; and publioatioan to be maid heirof 
at the Bieroat crooe of this bargfa; and letterea to be 
■ent to the bnrghis of Selkirk, Lanark, Lander, and 
Bigger. 1646-^May 5-^Oomperit the rioht honora- 
billSir Alexander Murray of Blakbaronie, kniofat, 
qnha this orestat day haifing ane mirk gray stanit 
bort [wyn tne bell of Peblit] at the aooostomit raoe 
of the burgh of PebHs, fra Bister Horebniik to the 
Biit Port thairof, the unnyn bell haifing appendit 
thairto tna liiill silver bellis and nther aneht pen- 
dicles of silyer thairto, all weyand ane pund and 
tuelf drope we<dit of silver, and haifing ressavit 
the samyn aetit him to bait the samsm in reddines 
and present the samyn at the nixt Beltane raoe 
heir with his aogmentationn thairto. Map & — 
William Moffet, merchant, burgess of Bdinborgh, 
Bobert Williamsone, merchant, barges, thair, and 
William Saltoan in Bonyntoun, all present, and 
aoonsit for ryottes done and oommittit be thame 
nponentheris, tronbling of Beltane fayre last, and in- 
jareing of the magistrattes of this bnrgh npone the 
■aid ]B^ltane day at night, being the third day of May 
Instant. 1646^Ma^ 5— To John Tod, drammer 
to captain John Murray, for tniking the drume at the 
croce for the raoe run about the stowps, 24s. To 
Blakbarrony for the saiddill not set down be Tester 
for the raoe run in the mure, £10. Item, for ane laid 
aittis gotten fra the eustomer and gevin to ane James 
Frissell, in name of Blakbarrony, wha wan the aittis 
also, £8. 1646^May 5— Oomperit John Stewart, 
servitor to my lord erle of Traquair, quba tfais 
present day, with ane black gelding horse, having win 
the silver bell of PebJes be running thrice about the 
stowpes of the Qahythauohe, hes reseavit the said 
bell, haveing appendit therto tua litle silver belles 
and nther eight pendicles of silver thairto, all werand 
ane pund and tuelf drope weoht of silver,** all of 
which were redelivered into the provost^s custody. 
**X647^AprU 1^— John Stewart, servitor to my lord 
erle of Traquair, receavit the silver bell with the tua 
litle bells and 8 pendicles. Oantion found for their 
return on 3 May next. Map ^Oompeirit person- 
•lli» ane nobto and potest lord, Qeoige, lord BMoauf, 
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anhft tbUi day, with ane bay mare hon meipit upon 
be faoe. hayeing win the silver bell by raning tbryoe 
about the stowpes of Qahythanche, received the 
same and 2 little bells and eight pendioles, weyand 
ane pund and ten dropes of silver." 1648— May 4 — 
Iiord Ramsay again victor '*with ane gray stoned 
young hors," received bell with 3 little bells and 8 
pendicles, ' * all weyand 1 ponnd 2 oancea and 11 drops. *' 
1649^100. 5a--item, to be advysU qahither tbey 
wUl renonoe the.hor8 raee,i» QohvU^uoh and to be 
f rie of the yeirlie payment thairioir. ^e&. 5— The 
proveist and bailyeis ar ordanit to mak intimationn 
to the airis and reliot of aBq»hile Tbemas 'Tnedie 
Bxi^ «tl^en hatland efttrea e#ept% the oiiraevi«g of the 
hors race upon Qabythaa.ch» and to» report the nizt 
obUDsell day. 1660— AprU iiP—Tbe race to be pro- 
damlt upon Tysday nixi to rin the anld way, and my 
lord Toeddall and Testes to be written to for sadiU 
and scavsse, and the bell to be gottinfraMr AlezsAder 
Bomett. AprU iS^-^Alexandev Williasksone, offieer» 
reportie from the erle of Tneddell that he promeisit 
the saidill and skarse soeld be provyded fw the raoe, 
and that he spak these wordis oat of hie awne month. 
June B8- The silver bell win be the laird of Blak< 
bareny at Beltane last wes reoeavit back be the said 
laird be James Williamsone, theeauier, with eight 
pendidea and thrie Ettle b^Us thaicat. Oidaiaed to 
be lajed up in the common kist." 
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BAVTU or DUNBAII— OOOUFATIOH OV THl OOUNTBT 
BT CB01[WELL*B TBOOPB — DSTAOHMBHTB IH 

PuEBLEB— Dumb Man or Pebblbs— Commohb 
--Oaidmuib — Eastkb Common •— Winkbton 
Common— Tweed Gbbbn and Skinnebshbooh 
— Ottbb— Ybnlaw and Pasbaox to It. 

" Wb are npon an engagement very difficolt. The 
enemy hath blocked ap our way at the PaH at 
Copperspath, throogh which we oannot get without 
almost a miracle. He lieth lo upon the hills that we 
know not how to come that way withoot great 
diffienlty; and oar lying here daily conanmeth oar 
men, who fall sick beyond imagination.'* Thus de- 
jectedly wrote Cromwell on the day before the battle 
of Danbar, and traly his chased army, nambering 
only half of that of the parsaing Scots, hemmed in 
and cornered with consnmmate strategic sldll, appeared 
to be in ciroamstanoei forlorn enoagb. Bat <m the 
morrow all was changed. An nnfortanate movement 
of Lesley's troops towards a new position gave the 
ever-watchf al general an opportanity of miJcing an 
advantageons attack. The Scots at first foaght well, 
bat were eventaally thrown into irretrievable oon- 
fnsion and ront. Aboat 9000 slain and 10,000 
prisoners was the lou to Scotland as given in fignree, 
and woefal stories are told of the snfferings and 
privations of those in the latter category. Part of 
the army e£fectaated a retreat, and ralBed at Stirling 
and the north, Charles II. was crowned at Soone on 
let January, and an army in defence of King Mid 
Covenant kept in the field, til^ on the march south- 
ward, the fizud contest took place at Worcester; bat 
there, on the anniversary of Danbar, Cromwell attain- 
ed his onlminating triamph. Meanwhile, the whole 
of the soath of Scotland had sncoambed to the 
vlctorioas general, and the soldiers of the Common- 
wealth occapied every castle or town where their 
presence was considered necessary for ensaring the 
loyalty or at least aoQaiescence of the people. The 
town of PeeblM Bod Nddpttth CMtlBk mUib printed 



reoordi show, were eeoh from time to time frequented 
by detaohmenti of BnfflUh loldiera, and they seem to 
have begun to arrive shortly after the catastrophe of 
Donbar. Previoas to that event a nightly watoh had 
been organised:— "i&^—Jit/j^iSS— Ordanes a watche 
tobekeipit ilk nicht, and that tuelf men be sett 
tbairon ordourlie and oontinew daring thir troablis; 
and that the portis be cloeit in the nicht and the toon 
wallis be repairit be all the heritouris effeirand to 
thair pairtis, under tiie panes contained in the auld 
aotis. Atigust 30 — Alexander Dunoane confessit 
being on the watche he gatfe Arcbe Taedie ane cuffe; 
oomes in will thairfore, and declares Arcbe Taedie 
straik him. To be cited to the court nixt court day. 
The counsell fynes Alexander Duncane for the ryot 
in tbrie pondis." After the disaster of 3rd Septem- 
ber, and when the invaders began to spread over the 
country, considerable alarm appears to have been 
entertained by the inhabitants at their approach: — 
^* 1660— October 7— The proveist, baillies, counsell, 
and a great pairt of the burgessis of Pebles convenit 
in the tolbuith: Ordanes to keep nichtlie a scout 
watche, sex at the North Port and the remanent at the 
uther portis proportionallie, with armes, to adverteis 
the town of the enemies' approaohe. Ane of the town 
counsell nichtlie to be on the watche." 14th — 
Meeting of council but no business noted. ** i4th — 
The pro vest, baillies, counsell and a great number 
of the borgessit and inhabitants of the said brugh con- 
venit: Ordanes a scowt watche to be keipit nightlie, 
and that twa horsemen be sent owt, and that everie 
ane of the tna watches sail have oightlie xx s. Scottis 
money, quhilk is to be brokin tbrowch the inhabi- 
tantis proportiooallie, and that ane of the soowtis 
ryd to David Heislope hows, the uther scowt to ryd 
to Oladbowsmilne dailie, and report newes anent the 
motiown of the enemie, utberwyes no payment for 
them; and gif the scowtis sail neglect that ordour 
that they be punished at the magistrattis discretioun 
with advyce of the counsell. Nomiuattis for the 
scowt to ryd, per vices, tua of them nichtlie, thes 
persons— William Patersone, [and eight others]. The 
magistratfcis aod utheris to mak a compt of the rest 
of tua schillings' sterling that wes coUectit be them 
for putting oat the feild levie that the superplus 
thairof may be disposed of be the counsell." 

There is a break in the records between Ist Noveni. 
her and 1st May, a dear indication of the town's 
»9ain haviog b^ put into a atate of diaorga n iia t iop. 
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OftQiid BO doubt hj the wtdfti of Cromwell'fl fntpL* 
It ii gathered from a letter of Cromwell, dsted 4ih 
Deoember, that Major-General Lambert had been in 
command of the detachment, an imposing oft^aloade 
numbering abont 8000 hone, which had iint taken 
posMision of the town,t hot these foroes were roeedi] j 
withdrawn to eneonnter the '* Bemonitranti ** in the 
West. 

Of prooeedingi relating to the town's properties and 
commons between 1640 and 1653 a seleotion may be 
given: — 

Caidmuir^*' 164t^Maireh 7— It is oonolndit that 
ane boos be biggit npone the south syde of Kaidmnre 
at the orone buchtis, that the samyn, with ane 
oertane namber of sowmes gres, may be set to ane 
tennent betuixt and Witsonday nixt. AprU 4 — 
Ordanes the tbesaurer to fumisoh thrie onpiUis and 
remani'nt famitour to the bona of Kaidmore. 16jfS 
— AprU S—Th9 connsell appointis Fryday nixtoenm 
the ohartonr kist in tbe stepill to be serchit for in- 
forming the toan anent the landis of Kaidmnre. 
May ^— The coansell ordanes William Lowes and 
Patrik Yaitohe to meit the lordis of sessionn appointit 
for visiting of Kaidmore and examyn witnessis thair- 
npon npone Monday nixtoenm, and to convoy thame 
heir npon Tysday nixt thairefter. 18th — Sir Adam 
Hepbame of Humbie, knicht, ane of the s^natonris 
of the College of Justice; James Bichartsooe of 
Smeitonn; Mr Alexander Fonllis, sone lanfull to 
umqnhile Georee Fonllis, maister of his Majesties 
cnnzehons; William Steinsone, wryter in Edin- 
burgh, and sergent befoir the lordis of connsell and 
sessionn; Mr Thomas Kioolsone, advooat befoir 
the lordis of counsell and sessionn; John Dick- 
sone of Hartrie, ane of the derkis of the lordis 

* In the accounts there are in September and Ootoher 
entries referring to the visits of English soldiers, payments 
to hurt soldiers and for ** kists" to dead ones; and on Ist 
Nov. Is. is paid for ** two candle to look the writtes in the 
steiple efter the Inglesmen had spoiled the same." 

t In a letter of Lamhert's, written at Edinburgh on 8th 
January 1661, Just published in a Report by the Historical 
MSS. Commission (Duke of Portland's MSS. at Welbeck 
Abbey, vol. I., p. 662), there is a curious reference to one 
who appears to have been connected with Peebles, and 
whose profrnoBtioatioDs of future events received some at- 
tention. ** Their young king." writes the major, *Ms gone 
to Aberdeen, where, 'tis reported, he sets up his standard. 
They will rise willingly, being very unanimous, yet the 
dumb man of Peebles makes siirns that thsy will bsfora lonip 
out off the beads of some great ones.** 
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of flonattU ftod Miiioaii; [mryriUan to Sk Jadmi 
MftokiU of Onmitoun RiddeiU aoe of tbe Mnatoris 
of the OoUoge of Jastice; and others], ar admittU 
buiigaMia and free men of the brugh of PebUs, 
. quba being ail pertonalie preaent ana 
aooeptand the lamynj bes gevin thair aith of 
▼eritie. 5i<f— Appointu the proveUt and William 
Lowis to go to Edinburgh npone Monday nixt and 
to await npone the tonnes effairis and actionn aganee 
John Soott. 164S-^uly t4'^ln preaenoe of Patrik 
Tbomsone and David Plenderlaith, bailyeis of Peblis, 
oomperit WiUame Lyll of Baaaendan, aberef deput 
of Peblia^ and for ton aowmea gera of aoheip perten- 
ing to him to be paatnrit npone the landis of Kaid- 
more till Witaonday nixtoenm, aotit him aelf to pay 
to the toon of Peblia and thair thesanrer in thair 
name qnhataoever maill thairfoir aa the proveat and 
remanent ooanaell thairof aall modifie; provyding 
the aaidia gnidia aalbe onlie hirdit and keipit be the 
oommon bird of the aaid bargh; and for warrandice 
of tbia act hea aubaoryvit the aamyn aa ane tak 
thairof. (Signed), W. Ltll. Aug. 7— The ooonaell 
being aenaible of ane act drawn op be the taa bailyeis 
anent the granting licence to William Lyle for bia 
aoheip to be pasturit npone S^aidmare to be grantit 
without advyae of the haill oounsell, and tliairfor 
contineoia the desyre of the aopplioatioun gem in 
aganea the aamyn till tbia day anoht dayia, or the 
nixt oonnaell day that the partya be present. Aug, 
f i— The oouDsell ratifies the act anent the granting 
licence to William Lyle for pasturing of ton sowmes 
gres upone S^aidmnre till Witsonday nixt, notwith- 
standing the BupplicatiouQ gevin in befoir the coon- 
sell in the oontrair and formar act challenging the 
samyn; and modifies fonre merkis for ilk sowme 
thairof to be pay it betuixt and Oandilmes nixt. 
1644^Nov, ^Ordanes the fauld in Kaidmure to be 
roapit, as also four aiksris thair to be set out in few 
to burgeaais of this burgh. Nov, i^— Ordanes to 
wame John Xoedie and John Plenderlayth to the 
nixt connsell day to heir and aie thame censurit for 
putting fnrth of thair dykes upone the lonyng to 
Kaidmure. Dee, f— Ordanit John Toedie to pay to 
the thesaurar 40a., and John Plenderlaith to pay 
fonre merkis, for the oatputting of thair dykis in the 
loning to Kaidmure. ISjiB^Jvly i7 — Ordanes the 
haiU ky upon Kaidmure to be pasturit npone the 
Venlaw for auoht dayis heiref ter. IBJ^—Afml 19-^ 
The oonnaell hes set to Alexander lAuder, in Qohawm- 
lot*, t«ft thcie-yeir takJai^ and the said Akwrapdw 
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to be frie at the ezpyring of the fint thrie yelru in 
his optioan of taentie •owmes gres ihairof, with mun 
mair land npone the eitt and west tydet of the eamyn 
at the oonttderationn of ony f oare of the ooansell to 
he nominat for that effect, he payand yeirlie their- 
foir ane handreth pandU. May it?— Ordanee the taa 
bailyeie to visit and designe the grand of the eiiit and 
wett Bydis of the Qahawme to Alexander Lauder. 
June z8—The haill oonnsell ordanes Eaidmnre and 
the toanee gaidis thairapone to be lowmeit and 
rowmeit, and qnhat other gaidis nor the toanee 
goidis sail be fund upone the samyn to be pjmdit 
and brocht hame to the Oastelhill. And tiolyk the 
gndie npone Hammildonn and Venlaw to be pyndit 
iU aupra. The magistrattis to deill with Mr Hew 
Ker for the doable of the instrament betnixt my 
lord Yester and the tonn of Peblis anent the merehe 
betnixt Kaidmure and Edderstoun, aocording to the 
■aid Mr Hew his promeis maid to the magistrattis of 
befoir. The magistrattis to speik my lord Tester 
and appoint ane meiting npone the said merche 
betnixt Eddentoan and Kaidmure. JiUy t6 — The 
tna baUyeis reportit frome my lord Tester that his 
lordship at this present deoUrit he culd not at that 
tyme be present anent the merohes betuixt him and 
the tonn, hot als sone as be returnit be said be con- 
tent to meit thairapone. William Lewis declarit he 
had ressavit the oopie of ane doable of ane instru- 
ment betnixt my lord Tester for the tyme and the 
toan anent the merohes, Mr John Manderstoan, 
notar thairto, with the copie of ane uther instrament 

be Scott, noi»r thairto. The bailyeis and ntherts, 

anent the sowming and rowming of Kaidmare, 
declairis thair was of milk guidis of the tonnes and 
thair hirdis ellevin sooir. Item, pertening to 
Alexander Lander four sooir anoht. Item, of yeild 
guidis pasturand opone the Wester hill nyntene scoir 
by and attour lam bis. Sep, 18— The oonnsell being 
informit that thair is sindrie burgeesis hes tane in 
frome gentilmen and ntheiis outwith the toon 
sindrie nnmberis of sobeip and pastarit npone Kaid- 
mnre without warrand of the magistrattis and ooan- 
sell, thairfoir they half ordanife all these that hes 
tane the samyn sail pay to the thesaarar for ilk 
flowme thairof or les proportionallie foure merkia. 
Nw. ^—- Ordeanes the msgistratis and oonnsell, with 
quhom they shall appoynt, to go to the hillis of Cad- 
muir and visit quhair ane teillage may be fund, and 
divide the samyn amongst the burgeesis betnixt and 
this day aooht dayee. J660^ April S—Ordaom the 
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themifer to proyyde timber for building of me howi 
in the orone bogbtii, and to Tisite the Bamyn, and 
this to be done with all possibill diligence. 1661 — 
Aug, t9 — Baillie Thomeone deolaires that John 
Lowei, lait proveist, [and others], oaateit number the 
goodee pastarand apon the feoanes propper lands of 
Gaidmare, tnentie dayes sinoe or therby, and found 
them pastareing theron nyne sooire fyfteine milk 
yewee, tnentie-ane scoire yeild soheipe, and upon the 
Dod sex sooire lambes. 166t — March 16 — Ordeanea 
the haiU inhabitantes to be warneit to Moonday nixt 
anent the setting of Oaidmure. AprU 6 — ^The ooun- 
■all hes cooolndit that ane hous be biggit upon Caid- 
mure at the oroae boughtes foranent Gruikstonn, 
and tuentie or threttie grassowmes, with tillage oon- 
forme, be sett betuixt and Witsonday nixt, and to 
spear oat ane man for takeing therof.'* 

Bcuier Common,— ** 164^ r- Aug, 1 — Ordanes all 
these that hes ony nolt opone the Eister Gommonea 
to send day about out of ilk quarter tua men to kelp 
the samyn in better gres nor they ar hirdit be the 
present bird during the tyme of thair abyde, at leiat 
till the bird mak ane mendis. 164S — June 50 — Or- 
danes ane pundler, ane sufficient man, to be sent 
f urth be thame for keiping of all guidis aff the com- 
moantie of Peblis, exceptand the guidis pertening to 
the toun of Peblis and Scheilgrene, and remanent 
proper heidrowmes tbeirof, and thair commoun bird 
to assist the said pundler. 1646 — Aug, ^The 
haill nolt npone the Eister Gommoanes to be sichtit, 
and aU the nolt tane in thairapoun be the bargessia 
of this burgh pertening to outland men to be pyndit 
till thair be i»yit to the thesaurar half ane merk for 
ilk peice thairof; and ordanes the saidis burgessis, 
takeris in of the sMd nolt, to pay the said half 
merkis to the thesaurer, qahom the oounsell authorizes 
to exact the samyn, and to be comptable thairfoir. 
And for these nolt pertening to the landward f olkis 
tane in be the nolthird that the samyn salbe also 

Eyndit and keipit till they pay for ilk ane thairof 
alf ane merk; and incaice oi failye the samyn to be 
tane aff the hirdis fie. And sioklyk the magistrattls 
to pat f urth ane officiar, with tua or thrie men, for 
pasturing the tonnes guidis in the best pairt of the 
saidis oommonnes. 1646— Jvly 27— The haill conn- 
sell approves the sending of men be the bailyeis, 
with my lord Yesteris men, to hound all the guidis, 
exoept the heidrowmeris, akff the Eister Oommoun, 
and sioklyk, the proveist and bailyeis to send men 
to hoond the samyn in tymt ounuDg; and ordanes 
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tbair nolthefd to pasture tbe tonne gnldis thairnpoM 
in tfVM onming. 1647-- July t6 — OrdAuea toa of the 
toan thair day about to visit the Eteter hiUis, and 
oidane the hirdis to keip thame on sick partis thairof 
as the Bai<fit ▼iritoaris sail a^iat. And the saidis 
personet to intimat to the hirdis that gif he ather 
fattld the noU or keip thame apon onj hair gronnd, 
or spair odt groand for gnid deid, they sail haif n» 
payment of ony dewtie. Aug. 7 — ^The conasell, 
understanding that Richert Porteons, thair oommonn 
hkd upone the Eistir Oommonnes, doeth spair 
the groand of the saidis commuaDes for baddis 
and brybes gevin to him be the nichtbooris opone 
the heidrowmes thairof, thairfoir they haif or- 
danit that the pryoe tane be the said Riohert for 
keiping of the heidrowmeris nolt, salbe payit bak 
agane to the toun, or utheriryis to bald as mekle in 
thair handis of tbe said Bichert his fies, and the in- 
habitantis of this borgh to be discbargit to pay to 
him ony of his fies, hot to pay the samyn to the pab- 
liet use of this borgh. 1649— June 4 — Lioenoe gevin 
to William Gk>Tane of Oardrono to pasture ten nolt 
upone the Bister Hiilis, payand for ilk peiee to the 
tbesanrar ISs. 4d. and to the lurd half ane merk. 
1661— July 18 — ^Appoyntes tuo baillies [and three 
others] to goe to the Bister Gommones to-morrow 
morning and take up a roll of all the persones, both 
within and without borgh, that hes any nolt pastare- 
and tbahrapon, and to report the nixt connsell day. 
iSnd — It is resolved that foure able men, burgeesee 
and inhabitants of this burgh, in each of the four 
quarteres therof , goe daylie to the Easter Oommonnes 
and sie and helpe theoommoun bird to keipe tbe 
tonnes yeild nolt to the heidrowmes and merohes of 
tbe saids commounes, begkinand to tbe merohes ewest 
the Esebeilles for ^e first eight days, and the nizt 
eight dayes to tbe merohes nixt Soheelxreen, and so 
oours abont, ilk persone, under tbe pane of ten punds 
unforgiven; and for the first day that ane of the 
baillies goe with them, and thenofurth two of the 
oonnsell dayHe." 

Winktton Common,— ** 16St— April t— The magis- 
trattes, with two or three of the eounsell, to speik 
Oringiltie and Adam Lytill of Winkstoun, who hare 
equall right with the toun of Winkstoun Oommoun, 
and they togither te n»eak the Laird of Blaokbaronie 
to eaus his tennentes keepe thair goodes off the sakl 
OemmoDe beoaos he has no right thairto.*' 

Tweed Oreen and Sllrintier§heugh.—**164£^Aufftui 1 
-4tls enaolit that atl these that saK partoie thdr 
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■ohelp apone Toeid Orene, Skynnerhenoh, and thair 
about, and tipone Eaidmnre by the oommoan hird, 
tall ^y for ilk sowme thairof fy^e merkis. 1659 — 
AprU 6 — Bidden be Jaires Willlamsone for ane 
thrie<year tack of the Commone Oreen, from the 
BteipttaDe to*the sand bed, taentie punde yearlie. 
1665— March 7— Ordeanet the toanee oommoan 
ffroand, callit of old the Milldam, now the green, 
from the kill doane to the und bed to be rowpit and 
eett to ane barges. April It—Amignw and settee to 
John Oleg ane thrie-year tack of the Gaytfootes 
from the eist end of the Skinnerhench to the sand 
bed for £5 yearlie, and the magistrates to designe 
the bonnds." 

Veniaw. — " 16j^ — Moff £4 — Ordanes the tna 
bailyeis to speik Sir James Hay anent the Yenlaw, 
and in the meanetyroe to cans honnd ntheris guidis 
aff the samyn. 1660—Nqv, 1(7— The eoansell or- 
deanes the common passsge up Oaadellis balk* to 
Yainlaw to be oonsiddered. Witnesses to be led for 
proTing of breid of the said balk, to the end that 
the said passage may be keiped intyre as formerlie 
for the ase of the inhabitants, and to that effect 
ordeaaes the heritouris nizt thairto to be personallie 
present, and that thairafter the taill lyand thair 
may be jostlie measured to the heritoaris." 

* '* Balk," a strip of ground left uncultivated. The owner 
of the firround alonsr which this passage to Yenlaw led was 
probably the William Caudell who was admitted a borgess 
on lOth May ld6S. 
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Pbovost Williamson — Town's Seal — Morti- 

FIOATION BT THI PBOVOBT — AORKFIKLD OB 

&OSITTA— The Pbotobt's Plenibhino and 
Pbopbbtt — BuBOH Customs — Mills and 

Mn.LEBS— SqpOOLMASTKBS. 

The reappointment in 1050 of James WilUamion to 
the provostabip proved to be the last he wae to re- 
ceive, ae he died on 14th Angnst in the following: 
year. Daring a period embraoing more than » 
qaarter of a oentary he had frequently ooonpied the 
nrtt place in the coanoil, and had also many times 
acted as the town's representative in parliaments, 
conventions, and general assemblies, and doubtless 
exercised considerable infloence in bargh affairs. 
A day or two after bis death the bargh seal, which 
had been in his castody, was delivered np:—*'' 1661 — 
Aug. i^'Prodaceit be John Williamsone, ane of the 
tatores nominat to James Williamsone, sone and 
aire of omqnbile James Williamsone, proveist, the 
tonnes seill or stampt, laitlie in the said proveist's 
custodie and now deliverit to John Lowes, lait pro- 
veist." John Lowes had been provost in the pre- 
ceding year, and was reappointed at the election in 
1651, but did not serve oat the fall term, as William 
Lowes is found oocapying the office in May 1652, and 
receiving a renewed appointment at the annual 
election in October. On 20th October 1651 ther« 
was "Prodacit be John Williamsone, ane of the 
tatores nominat be umqahile James Williamsone, 
lait proveist of Peblis, to James Williamsone, his 
sone, ane band grantit be Malcolme Inglis, in Menner- 
head, and bis cawtioner, to the proveist, baillies of 
Peblis, and their saccessores, oonteaning the. sowme 
of two bnndreth roerkes whilk was mortified to the 
said bargh be the said umqahile James Williamsone, 
who desyreit that the benefeit and yearlie annual 
rent of the said sowme may be imployit sccording to 
the will of the mortification." By the deed of 
mortification, which is dated 21st June 1651, the 
provost, *' out of godlie zeall, pietie, and conscienoe, 
f»d out of loying afeotione and respeotiye owe I 



hmn fad Morie ta the hntgh of P^UIa,'* bM^onwl 
£M0 iKMui tbe maffiitnites Aid ocnnt Q. Mid AitecM 
thai the ananal InterMt «f it •hovdd bo i^plM 
tovueda ** upholdinc wdn^sg, baatiuR, «id repair' 
InfiT of tlie atone and tyinber biidgei beloiisuMr the 
aaid lairgli,'' and il there should he any overfAaa U 
was " to be empkyit npon a»y other eonMnoun vorh 
9i the tergfa.'* 

IVoToat WjUlanBOQ had aoonired from Patriek 
Bnllo an ** aiher of land in Aikerfleld " (now otm- 
pHaed in the modem Ro«9(bta), of wbleh the town 
ooQDoil wen snperion. Them were rivid Mm» 
open the property between Jamea WilUaoMMHi, 1^ 
only eurviving aoa and h^r of the provost, and hia 
** oyea '* (grandsons) George Tbomsc^ and Alexander 
Horsbnuk, hat '*by reasone of the tymes^-^'aii 
aUnsion, donbtlesai to the disorganisation «f Indioial 
prooedttFO at the time-^tbey Qonld not ^*got the 
right of prop«r^ oleared.** The eoivneil CUth 
April 1652) arranged that Akxaader WiUiamson and 
John Wilhamaon, the tutors of the son, who was in 
pupiUarity, should enter into ipossesoon of the land* 
they payins £14 ol oomposition and £24 of bygone 
ieu-dntiee; and if the ** oyes ** should hy 11th Kovem- 
her 1663 establish titeir right to the land they were 
to get a oharter on repaying the heir bis ^xpenaitnre. 
John Wtlliamaon, the eldest son of tbe provoet, had 
.predeoeaaed bim» laaving a widow, Marion Horshrugh, 
who also put in a elaim lor Aiherfteld. This was 
unsueoessful, but her right wae established to some 
property in tbe town, whiob had belonged to the 
provost, inoluding the foreland of a tenement on the 
norUi side of the High Street and the liferent of a 
baah land and forebooth there, and also of a bame, 
steipatane, and yardeatherec]^, Ijand on tbe eiat syde 
of tbe Kings hea streit ontwith the North Port.** 
The latter propertiea had been conveyed to the 
eldest son ("reswvand to tbe said umqubile James 
Williamsone and umquhile Oristiane Hay, his spous, 
their lyfrents therof,^*) and he had granted to his 
wife a tacb of them during her lifetime. 

On 27th Deeember 1651, Stephen Greive and other 
three burgesses, *' oomprised *' or valued the *' uton- 
oellis, domioellee, insiobt, and plenisohlng, whilkes 
pertMnit to umquhile James Williamsone, lait pro^ 
veist, and contoanit in tbe inventar subscrivit lie 
himself on SOth July last." The list is an instructive 
one as showing the charaotor of the household goods 

wjwfifm^ \^ m i^flufintial \mg»m in the mmoa af 
the 17ui oentory. It la « .biOm9}^**4M hm 
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fine table, with ane haill fame and brotdne forme, 
£6; ane aahe table, with two formes, 60s.;3firre 
beddls, 2 at 50i. the pieoe, the other fixt and stand- 
ing^ atiU; ane old oake ark, broken, nothing worth bot 
for the fyre, except the two yron bandii theron, 128.; 
ane old great ashe ohist, 24a.; ane firr chiat, £4; ane 
candle ohist without lockes or bandes, 8b.; ane 
Flanders fir ohist, £6; ane Scottes fir kist, 40s.; ane 
other old fir kist, £3; ane foore gallon barrell, 128.; 
tno litle barreUes, IGs.; too aill boittes xyj s. the 
peloe; too aill standee, 26s.; ane wort gayle fatt, 20b.; 
too flesh standes, 328.; ane meall gayle fatt, 20s.; 
ane masking fatt, £3; ane great knocking troooh, 
30s.; ane timber bed, 6b,; ane wainescott table with 
two formes, £7; ane bed with ane boond wainsoott 
held, £4; two old meat almeries, £10; ane Tediell 
almerie, ]6e.; ane firre ohist, 13s. 4d.; too tjrmber 
chyres, 17s. 4d.; ane meikle bras pott, weyand li 
stone, at 58. the pound; too litle bras pottis weyand 
both ane stone weioht, at 5s. the pond; ane old yron 
pott, 248.; ane meikle pan, 128.; too litle panes, both 
12s.; iron graith, as speittis, raxes, craikls, olipes, 
tangs, graippes, flesh crook, and the yron graith of 
the pleach, weyand in all 4} stones, at 50s. the stone; 
pewder graith, as stoppes, plaittes, trinoheorea, 
saooer, tuiker, and salt fattes, etc., weyand 2 st. 15 
lbs., at 98. the lb.; 3 bras ohanleres, £3 lOs.; ane old 
caldron weyand nyne qnarter wecht, at 9*. the lb.; 

2 fir kists, 288. 4d.; ane cheise daill, ISs. 4d.; 12 
dailies at ISs. 4d. the peioe; 3 timber beds, £8; ane 
table with 2 formes, £4; ane old pros, 368.; ane litle 
yron chimney braice, 208.; ane pleach and the too 
hors tries, 40i}.; 2 alaides, 36a.; 2 harrowes, 268.; ane 
pair mock creillea, 2s.; ane old ryding saidle, SOs.; 
ane load saidle, Ss.; ane foot apeid, 4b.; anebrokin 
peit apaid, 2a.; ane malt sobole, 28; ane old window 
doitb, 10s.;ane tymber laidill, 28. 6d.; 8 washing 
tobbes, 20s.; ane ridle, 2a; ane meill seave, lOa.; ane 
woole wheill, 208.; ane lynt wheill, 40a.; ane milk 
aeive, 12d.; ellevine great and amall cottit aahe trees, 
whereof too £8, the reat reaerved for the oae of the 
popillea hoosa in the Northgaitt;* ane half aawin 
tree, £3; thrie atand greene courteinea, 5 merkia; 6 
f edder beddia, £25, 13a. 4d. ; six fedder bolateris, £14; 
aevene fedder codis, £3, 10a. ; fy ve chafe beddia, £1; 

3 chafe bolateris, 18s.; 4 sewed coTeringa, £14; 2 new 

* Thia may have been the town bouse of the Williamaona 
of Cardiona, the " Cleikam Inn" of JSt Bonan't Well, and 
now' the Cross Keys Hotel. See (Jhambcrfi Biitohf ^ 
PM6I«ttMre,^p. 219, 89&4. ^ 
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doable woven lyned coveringes, £14; 8 tingle woven 
ooveringes, £17, Us. 8d.; thrie pairis new blanketU, 
£12; 8 paires old worne blankets, £4; six new 
cosbines, £4;foure old cashines, 68.; 12 paires linen 
soheittis, £15, lOs.; 11 paires hardine soheittes, £12, 
12s.; 7 eodwaires, £3; 3 dornik boord doitbes, £2, 
178. 4d.; 5 linen boord doitbes, £3, Ss. 8d.; 34 
linnen and dornik servittes at 4s. the peice ourheid; 
ane linnen drinkoloitb, 68." Summation noted on 
margin, £339, 2s. 8d. 

Customs, — The castoms of the burgh were usually 
collected by a tacksman, who bad to compete for the 
let at a public roup. About £120 had been the 
average yearly tack-duty for the preceding thirty 
years, but in March 1650, partly perhaps owing to a 
new table of dues being then adopted, as much as 
£160 was realised. In the following year, as a con- 
sequence no doubt of the military d^tnrbanoes, the 
rent fell to £67, but with restored tranquillity the 
successful offerer in 1652 bad to pay £215, and in 
1653, £214. On 16th July 1649, the council resolved 
that **the raittisof the customes of this burgh be 
conforme to the customes of Edinburgh, and the 
cople of the saidis raittis to be inquyrit for at Edin- 
burgh;" and afterwards there occurs the following 
" roll of the pryces of custome to be uplifted be the 
customer, sett down be the counsell: — ^25th February 
1650. — The hors load to pay 12d.; the burdene of 
merchandice, 6d.; everie load of fisohe, 12d.; eyerie 
burdene going out, 6d.; everie load transportit, 12d.; 
everie drift hors, 8d.; everie staig, 4d.; ilk oxe or 
kow, 8d.; ilk slawcbter scheepe sold, 2d.; ilk slawch- 
ter lamb sold. Id.; strangeris and unfremen to pay 
for the scheepe, 4d.; they to pay for the lamb, 2d.; 
everie score of geis, 12d.; everie swyne, 6d.; ilk load 
of meill (by the laiddill), 12d. The customer to keip 
the firlettis, peckis, half-peckis, oopps, and to fur* 
nish the meroat thairwith to the meillmen and to 
exact for everie seek metting, 12d. The customer to 
exact at all faires during the tyme thairof doubill 
custome. Everie stane of yame weghtit be the 
oastome stane be friemen, 8d.; unfriemen, 16d.; for 
everie stane butter or cheis weighted be friemen, 2d.; 
unfriemen, 8d. 1660 —March ^^Ordanes that all 
wyne to be brocht in and sold within the brugh sail 
pay custome, and that everie twnne sail pay at the 
port, befoir it be allowit to come in, tuentie pondis, 
and that the town thesaurer uplift the samyn." 

Mills, Millers, Thvrlage, MuUures, and Sequels, 
^** 1641-^J)ec, iJ — Item, that all quha byis 
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tiMB in hiidiMffl md mDIi ikA meill ttianif is 
this meroat lall paj tha ttultare ihaSjtti quhiddar 
they grind fhe nunyn at the toumB myhiet of nOL 
lafi^AprU IX--Ottnpeirit James Halden and of lida 
aiHtt oonetnt promsiat to prodilte Idi libht to the 
kiiaifnfaip betnizt and Witeittday nizt. JuiU » 
-^amee HaMeli, preaeDt^ to prodaoe his rkht of tho 
knai£bohip betnizt and 15th Angnst^ with certifiea- 
tionn gif no prodooe not the lamyn to be deoernH 
null, and he to cam in the ooaaeelliB wiU for warn 
ne# rioht thairof^ ^ii^Mt 1^— Oompeirit Jaskea 
Halden and dedairit ho had serohit and aoeht lor hie 
rioht of the knaiftehip of the mylnes of this bnigh 
and onld not find tho samyn, and thairfoir snbmittit 
himself f rielie in the oonnsettiB wfli. iBU— April I 
Williamo Wylie, present, swome anent the oomea 
ahstraetit be htm fia tho oommoon mylnes of tiia 
bnrgh, deolairit he abstraotit onlio anoht bellis aittaiy 
qauUns he ooft fra Jonet Thomsoxie^ widow in 
EscbelUs, at tho fouro pondisi qnha is ordanit to paj 
to the thesanrar toenty^f jrve ecbiHingis. Mmif iK^ 
Oompoirit James Halden, miller, and being ohaUei^t 
that ho and his aertantis hes orit and tana wrang 
measonris of his knaifsohip and bannook, qnhilk 
being now pro? in, ths ooonsell findis him and thamo 
to haif sindrie tymes done wtang thairintfll^ and 
oontinewis the oensnring of him thairfoir till they he 
forder advysit; and ordanes him and his servantis in 
all tyme ooming to tak the f oirsaid knaifsehip and 
bannook with the haiU and half oop, and atherwyiB 
proportionallie of everie eome according the awia 
measoor, viz., the sehilling and ronch oorne with the 
sobilling oope and the hommill oorne with the qoheit 
cope, onder the pane of ten pondis for ilk f ailyo after 
tryeU thatrol, and gif he and they^ be fund in thrie 
faltis HMO fado him to be depryt it. And lykwyis 
ordanes him and his serrantis to be oomptable for 
the haill malt to be grand at the mylnis in tyme 
coming, and to met the samyn befor it bo grooad; 
and thairapone the said James, being sworne, hea 
gevin his uthe. July Ht — Oomplaintis being gevin 
in kino inde be James Halden, miller, and Thomaa 
Moyses, walker, the ooanaeiU ordanes Thomaa 
Moysea, oonforme to his tak, to beit, repair, and 
uphold the half of the oaald, and he and Jamea 
JbUdden to keip the Kingis peace, ilk ane of thame, 
under the pane of of fonrtie pondis, and ala to keip 
guid niohtbourheid and not to be hard heirefter. 
No9^ ^— Oompeirit Margaret Alexander, spoils to 
John Hendersoae, ooaper, and graatit the taking of 
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tfVB htHMa aftiii and gflndinir tfaaiiof at Kidstottn 
mylne. Ordanes hit bj^xu to pay the malt«r» 
thairaf Id the thNaaiar of this oargb. Oomperit 
also John Gibaone, travellour, and grantit the takiiig 
away of fyve firlottU aefaiUing at Sbottimnylne* 
Appoyntis John Williamsone, theaaarar* te seU the 
mnltfire malt at £7, 10b. the boll and the eehilling at 
£9 the boll. 1646— Aug. 4~The connsell dischargia 
all these that makkis nu^ within this burgh to 
oatlaads men to let the samyn go away tiU the 
miiltiire tiiairof be payit to the th«Baarar; utherwyis 
the seidis maltmakens to mak oompt and payment 
of the said mnltore to the thesaarar qubome ihd 
oonnsell anthoreizes to exact the samyn. Ockiber 6 
—John WlUiamsone, lait thesaarar, prodaoed the 
key of the mnlture bowth upon the oenosell 
table, and ther^ter the connsell ordained Thomas 
Orawfurd, present thesaarer, to ressave the said key 
and intromett with the maltores of the mylnes. 
John Williamsone declares ther was tbrie peokie of 
malt and ane peck of hommell come in the moltore 
bowth. 1646 — July 1^9— The haiU oonnsell hes 
ordanit James Halden ather to provyde better 
servantis and mak better service aganes Kertymes 
mxt) or ellis to geve over his service and they will 
provyde for tbair mylnes; as also to nse the richt 
measoniis. Oc6, 1^ — Ordanes that qnhaaoever sail 
abstract comes of any sort frome the commonn 
mylnes and grand the samyn at nther mylnes sail be 
oomptable for the doable midtare thairof; and 
qahasoever sail bay malt or ony ather comes in 
Umdwart or ellis quhair sail ather bring the samyn to 
the tonnes mylnes to be groond thairat or ellis sail 
pay the doable multare thairof, together with the 
sowme of 40s. of nnlaw. Oct. id— James Halden is 
ordanit of new egane to provyde for better servantis 
and mak better service at the mylnes aganes Merty- 
mes nixt, or ellis to give over the samyn; and dis- 
charges him and his servantis and nndermylleris to 
exact ony mair knaifschip or other dewties nor was 
of auld asit, and speoiallie f ra taking of ony bannock 
groittis, as he and they will be answerabill to the 
contrair. IBj^ — Nov. 8 — The oonnsell hes modifeit 
the pryoes of the mnltnre viotuall as follows, viz., 
the boll schilling for nyntene merkis {i£l2, 13s. 4d.), 
the boll malt, iS8, 10s.; and thir pryoes to indnre till 
Yaill provyding the aiU ryse not. Oomperit James 
and Andro Haldenia, mylleris, and being swome be 
tike proveist and ballyeii maid f aithf all promeis aaent 
tbe ceileeling of the maltores of the eorne% and they 
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sold ooUeet the molfcare of ilk seok as the samyn sail 
be ground. IGJiS-^Oa. ^i— James Halden fined 2 
merks for evill sifted meill and foroeing the officer. 
Ncv, ^--James and Andro Haldenis, present, sworne, 
maid faith dt fiddi ^ervieUs. Andro Halden dis- 
chargit of railling, under the pane of xl s.; and he 
to get alanerlie for ilk boll qaheit 12d., and boll malt 
8d., or ellis ane drink in the optioan of the owner. 
Nov, iSO—Ordanes the thesanrar to haif ane hoik for 
the multures of the mylnea, and to tak compt nichtlie 
thairof, baith of the milleris and the names of the 
awneris thairof, with the quantitie of the samyn. 
J649 — Jan, 8— The haiU counsell, efter sufficient 
tryell of the wrangis done sindrie tymes be Andro 
Halden, miller, sen the dait of the act 1644, and for 
the wrangis done to the oounsell judiciaUie the zxv 
day of December last, ordanes the said Andro Halden 
to be wairdit in thair clois waird and stepill, thairin 
to remane till Setterday ni&t at nicht, at the leist 
xlviij houris, and intimatioua to be maid be the 
magistrattis to him that gif he be fund belief ter to 
use onv fals measouris in taking of knaifachip or 
bannock, unthankf uU service, exacting of money for 
malt or quheit, or utherwyis not to mak guid service, 
to be put fra the mylnes ipso facto, Jan, 30— Jame* 
Halden, miller, being challengit for his ignorance 
and unskilf nines, unthankful! service, neggligence in 
attending, his awin miscariage to the haill oounsell, 
and in privat to the magistrattis, his servantis and 
sones for railling of these quba cummis to the milnes 
and for not keping all the formar actis aganes him, 
oammis in the counsellis will and submittis him to 
thair censure, Oontinewis the samyn to the nixt 
oounsell day. March 5 — James Halden, present, 
waimit to provyde for himself aganes Witsonday 
nixt, and the coansell to provyde for thame selffis; 
and gif he or his servantis sail upbraid ony persones 
sail bappin to be conduceit be the oounsell to thair 
milnes or ony of the oounsell, he to pay to the 
thesanrar fourtie pund for ilk failye, and continewis 
the censuring of him for his formar faultis till the 
nixt oounsell day. April i^— Ordanit the proveist 
and bailyeia to send for Robert Murray, at the mylne 
of Lyne, and aggrie with him anent the service 
of the mills, and to tak the advyse of sua 
mony of the counsel] as salbe warnit thairto. 
August i^ — Ordanes the thesaurer to cans cast 
devattis and to furnish tymmer for the hoopes and 
utheris neoessaris for the new mylne, and lykwyis 
devattis for the auld mylne, and ilk coQOsdlar 
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and other honest men to leid ane hnndreth thairof, 
under the pane of pasrment for the leidingf of 
ane thowsand, as lykwyis the thesanrar to provyde 
taa grit jeistis to be ane brig over the mildam. 
Sepiem^yer $ — Appoyntes the pxoveitt [and five others] 
to ▼isit the new mylne and aggrie with Stene Greve 
to big the samyn." The records do not make it quite 
dear where the site of this ** new mylne" was, but it 
is sapposed that on the waolk mill being transferred 
from Tweed Green to the site of the Anld Mill on 
Feblis water the two com mills were placed adjacent 
to each other on the side of the Oastlehill and soppU- 
ed by the same mill lade. On 25th October 1652, 
** at and within the come milnes of the burgh," four 
persons mutually chosen by the council and James 
Haldane, the tacksman, for examining ** the saides 
tno come milnes, . . . and what the samjrn ar 
better or worse now then they wer at the said James 
Halden his entrie therto on 12th November 1649," 
gave in their report, in which the mills are referred 
to as the north milne and south milne. Amongst 
other things it is noted that at the north milne the 
*'foire doore oheekes and lintellis had been taken 
away be the Inglishmen," and that at the south 
milne "the half of the foire door had been taken 
away be the Inglishmen." 

It is related of a miller, who on good-humouredly 
rallying the half-witted ''character" of the village on 
his ignorance and receiving for answer the remark — 
** There are some things I ken and some things I dinna 
ken," inquired—" An* what things do ye ken, Jock?" 
'* I ken toe miller hes aye a gey fat soo." "An* what 
things do ye no ken ? " "I dinna ken whaes meal 
he feeds it on," said Jock; and passed on, observing 
sotto voce, " that's a flie in yer lug this time, ma 
man." It may be assumed that it was for the pur- 
pose of avoiding liability to suspicions similar to 
those which give point to the story that the council 
(27th August 1649) resolved " to advyse anent the 
milleris and discharging of thame to half swyne, 
geis, duikis, and hennis, conforme to the formar 
aotis maid thairanent of befoir.** 

ScJuH>lma8ter,—**164B^March i?i--Thomas Oraw- 
fnrd is content to await upone the schole and to 
teitche the bairaies till sick tyme the toun be pro- 
vydit of ane scholmaister, for the quhilk he sail naif 
satisfactioun proportionallie as Mr Alexander Dike- 
sone had in his tyme. May 5— Oomperit John 
Baptie, presentlie conversant at* Johnstoanbnme, 
ftod aoknawledgit ane aggrioment l)etaixt th»>pio- 
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te be ihftlr MkolmftUter iipone the oonditknuiee est 

dmin •betnixt UuMoe, and eotlt him to repair «id earn 

heir to dieobarge theeaidu oonditioimea nader the 

pane of deiamatioon. 164S-'Av(nut tl^Tkb 

oonneell grantie lioeaoe* libeitie, and ptiTilef e to the 

■cholmaiitor and echoUen to tak the veeanoe Ira 

Thaxsday nizt the xzUij of Anfoit iaatant tffl 

Miehaelmes niKt. 16^—AprU f^-^obnne Ker, 

now MTYitoiir to Andio Ker of SanderlandhaQ . . 

• oondaoeit to be thair eeholdocloiir of the eoboole 

of Peblia fra TVlteondaF 1645 tiU Witeoaday 

1646, npone the edf eame oondiUonnee and 

for the feyis and caroalitee that Bobert 

Threlpland, preeent dootoor, had of the aamya. 

1646 — May 6 -^ Thomas DidneoDe, eone Ian- 

InU to nmqohile William Dickeione, bnisee of 

Peblei, oondooeit echool doetor from Whitmiidaf 

1646 to Whitmnday 1647, upon same eonditioanes, 

and for the feyes and oasoatities that nmqi^ile 

John Ker, lait doctor thairof, and he himself had of 

the samyn befoir. 16^— June iS$— Oidaaee sue 

letter to be writtin be the elerk, snbsccvvit be the 

magistrattis, and sent to Mr James Oonie, qnha ia 

to be scholmeister, sobawing him the oonnsell has 

oondesoendit to geve him toa bnndreth merkia veiiiie 

of constant stipend, togidder with the ten mems for 

his chalmer maill, and to desyre him to send word 

qnhen toa horssis for carriages salbe sent to him. 

July IS— The haill oonnsell, in ane voee, hesoon- 

disoendit to geve to John Baptie, lait scholmaistar, 

pairtlie for ane quarter pajrment of his fie and pavtlie 

of grataitie, the sowme of throttle pnndis moniyy. 

July IS — Mr James Oorrie, lait student in toe 

oolledge of Edinbarghe, being reeeivit and admittit 

aooolmaster of the sooole of the bnrgh of Peebles 

fra 18th Jolij instant till lath Joiij 1648 yeare^ 

for the sowme of 200 merkis, with 10 mencs for 

his chalmer maill . . . togidder with tnelye 

pennies Soottes money of qaarter payment for 

ilk tonne hairne and 13s. 4d. monoy foirsaid 

for ilk landwart baime qnarterlie. . . • And 

the said Mr James Oarrie compeirand personallie 

and aooeptant the said office, . . . hes gevin his 

aithe of fidelitie for disobairge of ane honest, cave- 

full, diligent, and faith fall dewtie in the said office, 

be instructing the youth in the groundis of divinitie 

and liberall soienoes aaeording to his knowledge -and 

their oapeoitie. . • • Lykeas he he8Aooe|iftttliB 

lutwiiBBimniiiiitqpait to bUn k^JO^mkHmnm ma- 
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aUtin^ in the artioles following, viz.:— [Theie are 
eimilar to the iDJanotiong in similar appmntmenta; 
see Gleanings Nos. XII. and XXII.] 1648— April 
S — To the mnch honoured proveist and bailyeis 
and remanent coonsaillers:— Forasmuch, I your 
wisdomes leryant, Mr James Gurrie, now knowing 
by experience that in regard of the dearth of eldene 
and other things I am not able to leive convenientlie 
upone that quhioh I have ordeaned to me by your 
wisdomes; therfor most humblie desyres your 
wisdomes to advyse and lay doune a way how I 
may be helped in eldene. (2.) I humblie crave your 
wisdomes would cause my hous maill be fully pajrit. 
(3.) That the quarter payments may be augmented 
to 3s. 4d. (4.) That I may be liberat from under 
some of your acts, namlie (first) from this:— It shall 
not be lesume to yow to give the bairnes the play 
aney dayes in the weak bot upone Twisday and 
Thrusday, and that betnixt 2 honris and 4 houris; 
(2.) That if I sail be found to transgresse aney of the 
torsaid acts ipso facto I shall be guyltie of aepositi- 
tioune and removall from the sohooll within 20 
dayes efter tryall therof. Of these humble desyres 
I crave your wisdomes would give a f rie answer, that 
I may know quhat to doe anent my remaining or 
removing, seing longer it cannot be delayed unlesse 
prejudiciall to both of us. Now your wisdomes 
ana weir humblie I expect. (Signed), Mr J. OUBBIB." 
Written on the margin of the supplication: — ** 1648 
— u^ri^ 5— Contineuit till the nixt counsell day." 
** 1648— Map 15— The proveist and bailyeis hes 
undertane to speik the young persone and desyre 
him to wrvt for ane scbolmaister. June 1 — ^The 
bailyeis and maist pairt of the counsell thinkis it fit 
to wryt to Mr David Skeoch, presentlie at Monktoun, 
requyring him to cum heir that the counsell and he 
can aggrie anent thair schole." 164^— Jan, SO— 
[William Pnrdie appointed; see printed Records, pp. 
886-7.] ''1650— April 2«— The schoole to be 
visitit be some of the presbitrie to try the profioiencie 
of the scholleris. July i7— William Lowes de- 
lyvered ane mortifioatioun grantit be Marie and 
Issobell Tuedie and Margaret Tuedie and himself of 
the tbrie thridis of Frankisland, Dalatho, and 
houssis hi Peblis, mortified to the schoole of Peblis. 
[See printed Iteoords, pp. 391-2.] 1661— Oct, 20 
— The counsell finding the prejudice the young 
children to burgh and landwart have susteanit 
thes tymes bygttne for want of ane scoolmaster 
h«Te naolvit that ther be ane lofficient and 
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qualified man longht oat to diaoharge that daety, 
and the magiatrattes to provyde ane aooolmaister 
against the tejone of Hallowmes nizt. 165t^ 
March t^j^u faoex>f eotwaell Mr William Pardie, 
■ohoolmaiater, ia adverteisit to sie iioi himself and 
gevin over be the aaid oonnsell ia to provyde for 
ane qualified schoolmaister. AprU i?— Antboriasea 
the proveiat, persone, baillies, and theaanrer to agree 
with Mr Andro Wataone to be aooolmaiater and to 
oondnee for hia yearlie stipend tna hnndreth merkea 
Seottea, with ane chamber and the paymentea payit 
be the tonne and landwart baimes. who ia to enter 
at Beltane next, he anbaorvyreing tne endentonr and 
injanotionnes formerlie anbaoryved be other scool- 
maiateris. May 6-^VLt Andrew Wataone, vicar of 
Peble8« being reoeavit and admittit achoolmaiater of 
the achoole of thia burgh " for a year from 3rd Bfay, 
oame under obligation to instruct the '* youth com- 
mittit to hia charge in the groundes of divinitie and 
humanitie and all othera liberall sciences which 
formarlie he did teach whilst he exerceiait the said 
office, according to hia knowledge and their capacitie, 
at such tymea and houres as he shall think fit. . . 
• Lykeas he shall observe in the weeke dayes the 
formea and oustomes useit and observit in schooles in 
this and otheres frie bnrghes, and remittee to hia 
awne Obristiane prudence and caire in ordering, 
traineing, and catechising the schoUares upon the 
Sabboth dayes. May 10 — Continewis the execn- 
tioun of the act maid anent parentes putting their 
childrene to the scoole untill it bo intimat in the 
chnrche and therafter the offioiaries ar to poynd thea 
parentea contraveenand. Ordanes the chaippell bell 
to be rung everie week day at sex hoares in the 
morning for conveaning the children to the achoole. 
John Newtone ordeanit to doe it, beginand the 
mome. 
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XXXIII. 

Union or Scotland with England — The Tol- 

B0OTH8— TOWN*S OBEAT FoBKHOUSB— SLATBS 

AND Lime for Public Works — Twbnd 
Oauld— FiSHiNa AT GovTFORD — Kills and 
Steipstanbs— Incomers and Unfreembn— 
Bread— Bakehouse and Oven— Glentress 
Common— Seizure or Strated Sheep. 

The paradozioal theory which at preient finds favonr 
in certain qaartera, that real anion can be beet ef- 
fected by ostensible dismembennent, is one which 
was not likely to present itself to the practical minds 
of the men who reared the Oommonwealth. One of 
the main features in the first scheme propounded for 
a settled government of the three kingdoms was the 
concentration of anthority in one body, and so far as 
Scotland was concerned steps were prompUv taken 
for ascertaining the opinions of the shires and bargbs 
on the subject. Of these, a great majority, through 
their authorised deputies, intimated their acceptance 
of the Union, and in course of time an Ordnance, 
dated 12th April 1654, was passed, whereby "The' 
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and the Dominions thereto 
belonging,'* with the advice of his council, ordained 
that **all the people of Scotland, and of all the 
dominions and territories belonging unto Scotland, 
are hereby incorporated into and confirmed into one 
Oommonwealth with England; and in every parlia- 
ment to be held successively for the said Common- 
wealth thirty persons shall be called from and serve 
for Scotland. Ireland was to be represented in 
parliament also by thirty members, while four handred 
were to be summoned from England and Wales. Con- 
joined with this union settlement commercial privi- 
leges of great importance were conferred upon the 
people of Scotland, and altogether the period of the 
Commonwealth was characterised by a state of 
material prosperity throughout the three kingdoms. 
So far as the printed parliamentary records show, 
there is no indication of assent to the union having 
been given by the burgh of Peebles, but the 



Hiatorioal MSS. Oommissionen, in their recent re- 
port on the Dake of Portland's Maniucripts preserved 
at Welbeck Abbey, have broaght to light the fact 
that their asaeot was given. On 22nd March 1652, 
the **barge88e8 and netghboare'* of Peebles had 
granted a ** Commission appointing Peter [Robert?] 
Thomson as their deputy to the English Oommission- 
era," then stationed at Dalkeith, and on the 25th of 
the same month there is lodged with the commission- 
' ers an ** Assent to the Union, with the Desires of the 
Bnrgh.** Attested copies of these doooments are 
preserved at Welbeck Abbey, and it may be hoped 
that through the courtesy of the custodiers their con- 
tents may yet be made available to those who wish 
further particulars concerning this interesting episode 
in local history. For the purpose of electing repre- 
sentatives Peebles formed one of a group of seven 
burghs, the othera being Selkirk, Jedburgh, Lauder, 
North Berwick, Dunbar, and Haddington, and the 
members they sent to Westminster were William 
Thompson in 1654, John Vincent in 1656, and Dr 
Thomas Clarges in 1658 and 1659. 

Meetings of the town council and sittings of the 
burgh court took place in *' the tolbuith,'' so that 
the name appeara on every other page of the records, 
^et there is scarcely any reference leading to the 
identification of the site which the building so used 
for tbe time occupied. In 1487 a property is de- 
scribed as ** lyand in the Briggait of Peblis on the 
north syd the samyn, betnix the land of David 
Dinwedy on the est parte and the tolboith on the 
west parte," and in 1488 '* the brigg at the tolboith 
end " is referred to. At that time, therefore, it may 
safely be concluded that the tolbooth stood on or in 
close proximity to the site of the present Printing 
Office. SubsbQuently it is supposed that the tolbooth 
formed part of that group of buildings at the west 
end of the High Street which embraced the chapel 
and steeple, and it is probable that meetings of 
ooundl continued to be held there till the town hiUl 
at the bead of the School Brae came to be occupied 
in 1753. The old steeple was not taken down till 
1776. In the HUary of Peeblesshire (pp. 283-4) it is 
stated that the tolbooth and council house at one 
time stood on the north side of tbe High Street, 
opposite the present town hall, but the authority for 
the statement is not cited. In 1799 tbe town ac- 
quired from Lord EUiock a property on the spot 
indicated in the Historv; and which is described as a 
** house or vault which, since the town of Peebles 
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entered into posseesion, was by them made into two 
prieons and as such is occapied by them at present," 
and this cironmstanoe has probably given rise to tlie 
supposition that the tolbooth oocupied the site. In 
1631, however, there are indications in the reoords 
tliat the oonnoil oontemplated the erection of a tol- 
booth in this neighbourhood. A tenement and its 
Bsrtinents, extending from the High Street to the 
riggait, was purchased, materials were ordered to 
be prepared ** for the new tolboith,'* and considerable 
outlays were incurred in making alterations and 
repairs, bat after the lapse of a few years the 
property was disposed of to a purchaser: 1631 — 
June fS7 — Ordanes to wame the haill tonnes horasis 
to go for ane raik of lyme for the new tolbuith. 
Item, to tak instrumentis that the grit hous sauld to 
the toun be James Tuedie is not left void and red 
quhilk suld half bene done at Witsondaye last con- 
forme to the disposition thairof.* IGSl — Aijyg, 9t — 
Payment to be made for timber purchased for 
** reparation of ane fleschmercatf in the clois of the 
new tolbuith." lOSt^Jan, 10— **To Patrik Vaitche, 
clerk, of instrument silver quhen the keyis of James 
Tuedies houssis wer delyverit, 6s. l<5Si—May 13^ — 
For geistis and daiUis come hame to the townes 
housis £31. For 20 threaves strae to theik the 
towneis housis, £8. To James Greve and his 
eervandjs for stinging and mending' of the housis, 
£6, 6s. 8d. For diffatis, being ane thowsand, lis. 4d. 
To sax men to briog the grit ladder from the 
kirk to the hous, 8s. 1638— May 9 —To John 
Gibsons for casting of 5000 delffoottis to the 
fore howse, 50s. June 6, — For casting of 500 
delfifoottis quhich compleited the fore howse, 5s. 
May l£—To these nyne men who brought nyne turse 
of stra fra Mylnetone, 14s. 16th— To Andro Bryden 
and William Wiohtman for bringing of two dusion 

* In the titles the property is described as a great lodging 
or tenement, with the garden, barn stead, and pertinents, 
lying on the north side of the King's highway, between the 
lands of John Turnbull, baker, Thomas Dodis, and Patrick 
Vaitch, clerk, on the east, the Briggait on the north, and 
the lands of James Merschell's heirs on the west. Tumbuli's 
property had been acquired from William Oovan of 
Oardrona; eastward of it was the property of John Scott of 
Mount Benger, and betwixt tlie latter and Dean's Wynd 
stood a tenement belonging to Patrik Dikisone. 

t The present fleshmarket, on the lintel of the doorway to 
which facing the Dean's Wynd the town's arms are carved, 
is supposed to be the one ordered to be constructed in 
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of spares fra Leith, 36s.; to John Bewell for tw» 
duision of fir spares, as his letter beires, £6; to John 
Bamet, than in Mylntone, for 35 thrave beir stra, 
£8, 158. May tl—To Marion Stoddart and hir 
daaohter for drawing of the said beir stra in thack 
scheeves, 20s. t2nd — To James Frame for sax hun- 
dreth stobs, 24s. tSrd— To John Grive and others 
for bringing of the great kirk ledder fra the kirk and 
leddering of the townes fore howse, 13s. 4d. ii4if^ — 
To John Grive quhen the proveist agreed with him 
to snyd the trees in the townes yaird to tirle thiik 
the townes fore howse in task, as erles, is. 4d. SOth 
To Jonet Haig for ane hundreth boitells of rye stra, 
£3, 3s. 4d. 3l8t— -To Bessie Meek for asche walletts, 
568. 8d. June 7~To John Grive for theiking of the 
tonnes forhowse, in task, £13, 6s. 8d. To Greorge 
Haig, in Nedder Kidstone, for 36 rye thack scheeves, 
18s. July 6 — To John Willisone for ane old net 
qnhioh was laid on the said howse, 20s. 11th— ^o 
John Grive for laying on of the net to skar away the 
kees [jackdaws], Ss. 4d. [Several other «payment8 
for straw, tarf« lime, sand, iron work, and other 
materials and workmanship, including the following]: 
— Aug, £8—A.ne new yron band and repairing of 
the cruikis of the bak hall doore, 18s. 4d. For re- 
pairing the fore staire, £3, 6s. 8d. S^. iS—For 
mending of the bandis of the stable doore and for- 
nishing naiUis, 4s. 6d. Sep, tO—To Thomas Bennat 
for bringing of nyne drawchts of staines fra the 
Langsyde to the steps of the fore stair, 10s." In 

1644 the property was sold to Thomas Nasroyth, son 
of James Nasmyth of Posso, and Margaret Hunter, 
his spouse, on terms stated in a minute, dated 29th 
April of that year:— ** Anent sex hundreth merkis 
offerit be Thomas Nasmyth for the tonnes grit hous 
snmtyme pertening to James Tuedie, viz., 400 metks 
at St Peter's day nixt and 200 merks at Witsonday 

1645 yetris, they ar content of the said ofifer, and 
geves power to the provest and tua bailyeis to insist 
and end with him." 

Tolbooth and Chapel,—** 1647— Nov, 5— The coun- 
sell hes ordanit the haill tonn to be war nit to send 
their horssis to the solaittis for the tolbuith aganea 
the mome in the morning, and Alexander Lauder, 
thesaurer, to go and sie thame loadit. [Meetings of 
the council from 8th Nov. to 24th Jan. inclusive 
were held in the chapel, and that of 14th Feb. in the 
clerk's ohalmer.] Dec, ft?— Ordanes Alexander 
Lauder, thesaurar, to lay ia half ane hundreth 
daillis to the repairing of the tolbuith. 1648-— Nov. 6 
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— Ordanes the haill inbabitantis having horsris to be 
in readiness upon tuentie-four houris warning to 
carye sklaittia to the chappeU« everie persone failling 
to pay iOs. 1660— Jan. SS — Alexander Williamsone, 
ane of the borrow offioeris and bulges of the said 
brnsbt, . . admlttit javellour and keiper of the 
stepill of Pebles and javell honssis thairintill, and 
keipar, guyder, and rewler of the knock thairof, and 
to ring the bellis of the samyn at the ordinar tymes 
accustomit and appoyntit to umquhile John Kobene, 
last keipar and gayder of the said steipill and knock 
befor his deceis." The keys of the place were de- 
livered to him, and he undertook to discharge his 
duties io terms similar to those contained in the 
appointment of his predecessor in 1632. In that 
appointment the ** tolbuith " is expressly named as 
one of the places under the keeper's custody. (See 
No. XVI.) 

Lime and other materials for public works. — 16j^ 
— Aug. 16 — The haill counsell hes ordanit all these 
of this bui^h that hes ony horssis, ane or mae, to 
send the samyn to my lord Testeris lyme upon 
Weddinsday nixt at ewin but faill, ilk persone under 
the pane of fyve pundis unforgevin. 1644^— July 1 
— Ordanes the haill tonnes horssis to be warnit to 
go to the lyme for the commoun wark of this burgh. 
1646— June 1 — Ordanes the haill horssis in the toun 
to be waimit to go to the lyme for belting and 
mending of the briggis, .chappell, and tolbuith, the 
half of the horssis to go at ane tyme, and the nther 
half at ane uther tyme, and the thesanrer to go with 
thame and to see tbame laid it, and to cans leid sand 
thairto; and these quba gois not tymouslie to the 
lyme that they fetche the stanis. Item, ordanes the 
thesaurar to provyde daillis, jeistis, and stanes for the 
said commoun warkis. 1646— July IS — Ordanes the . 
haill horssis in this toun to go and bring hame for 
the use of the briggis ilk ane of thame ane laid of 
lyme, and the rest thairof that bringis not lyme to 
bring hame frie stanes." 

Tweed Cauld—** 1647— October i?5— The counsell 
ordanes the haill tonnes horssis to be warnit to carie 
stanes to Tneid cauU, the ane half thairof upone 
Weddinsday nixt and the uther half upone Friday 
thairefter, and ilk hors to bring sex laidis or drauchtis 
of grit stanes, ilk persone under the pane of fourtie 
schillingis; and James Halden is heirby ordaioit to 
be in reddines with his servandis, with the walker 
[i.e., the tacksman of the waulk mill] to work thairat. 
^^nd ordanes ane of the ooansell in ilk quarter to 
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await Qpooe ihanie the laidii daylB thair tymes 
about*' 

Fithingat Cov^ord—** 1649— October i?i?— Ordanes 
that the eommoo mylnes, mnltare baith thairto, and 
fiwhing of the Kowfnird be roapit npone Wednesday, 
qnhilk is appoyntit to be the lattw day and latter 
boor thairof that thea who bids maiit therf ore will 
be belt bard." 

KUnsand Steipstanei,—-** 1662 — January Xfi—The 
ooQDtell findes that tna schilliiiK Soottes w saffioient 
for the steiping of each steipfall malt, six schilling 
to the owner of the kill and six sehilling to the 
drjrster for the drying of ilk killfuU malt upon ilk 
meikle kill, and each litle kill sex schilling, to be 
eqaallie divydit betaixt the awner and dryster; and 
ordeanes the awneree and drystera to receave the 
same as full satisfactionn; and whatever persone 
ather receaves or gives more than the forsaid pryoe 
in money, good deed, or otherwayes, to pajr for the 
first fault eight schilling and so farth toUs quoties 
doabland the same. April 96 — Ordeanes the waiges 
of the killis and steipstane to be as followea, viz., 7s. 
for steipstane, and viij s. to the awner of the kill 
and six schilling to the dryster." 

Incomen and Unfi'eemtn: — **1646 — Judy 1 — It is 
ordanit that qahasoever hes sett ony houssis to ony 
incnmmeris of nnproffitable members and beggaris, 
or onywyis nnproffitable to the toun, within thir 
thrie yeiris bygane, to remove thame furth of the 
tonn within foortie-ancht houris, ilk persone under 
the pane of ten pnndis and to be widrdit till the 
saidis tennentis remove and the said penaltie be 
payit, and sioklyk of wairding of ilkane of the saidis 
incummeris. 1648— November 6 — The connseU being 
informit that thair ar divers and sindrie unfremenr 
ases the trad of frie men and sellis stapill wairis in 
sindrie pairtis of landwart, authoreisis the proveist 
and bailyeis to tak and apprehend all snch as hes 
asit or sail nse ony kynd of frie manis tred and to 
put thame in waird, thairin to remane ay and quhill 
they mak satisfactioun thairfoir, and to find oawtion 
that they sail abstene thairfra in tyme cumiog 
conform to the actis of parliament. 165$— Mar^ 
ff^John Williamsone, glasinwright in Kelso, is 
creat, admittit, and receavit burges and freeman of 
the burgh of Peblen, who being present and swome 
hes gevio his oath in commune forma. Done gratia. 
April t6—lt is enactit that whosoever shall set 
houssis to any incumer or unfrieman after the terme 
of Witionday nixt (withoat i^piBpiaU lipiinoe of tlio 
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magittrats and oonnsell) shall pay fyve pandas 
money nnforgevin, and all unfriemen that sbalbe 
takine in and permittit to dnell within this hargh 
and shall have any goodes to pay to the thesaurer for 
ilk sowme of sheipe, nolt, or hors gras, yearlie, thrie 
pnnds Soottes money." 

Brmd. — ** 1643 — Aug, Bl — John Trnmble, present, 
is ordanit to mak the ait breid aud qaheit breid and 
loaves ronnd-heidit, and of sufficient stuff and weoht. 
Oct., 30 — Anent the com plant gevin in be Jean Bullo 
aganes John Trumble, baxter, refuisinflr to balk hir 
breid, and the rexrait of uther inhabitantis upon him, 
the counsell findis the said John lyable to serve the 
haill toun and haill inhabitantis tbairof at all oooa- 
siounes quhatsumevir for thair ressonabill payment 
and dewtie, and thairfoir ordained the said Johne to 
baik all the said breid, baith auheit breid and ait 
breid, at all occasiounes, as he wilbe ansuerable 
to the contrar, under the pane of tinsell of 
his fredome, wairding of his persone, and pay- 
ment of tuentie pundis toties quoties he ref ussis; and 
this to be done immediatlie efter the dait heirof. 
1646— April m — ^The maxistrattis ar ordanit to visit 
the quheit and ait breid, and to tak sick ordour thair- 
witb as appertenis, and to ordane the baxteris to mak 
the loaves round-heidit and sufiScient breid for zij d. 
the loa£f; and sioklyk to try the haill stoipes. 164S 
— March 6 — The counsell hes ratifeit the formar act 
npone John Trumble anent the balking of ait breid 
and quheit breid, ordaning the quantitie and qualitie 
of the samyn to be conforme to the table. And 
qnbat flour or m^ill to be baikin be him to gentilmen, 
burgessis, and utheris, to be conforme to the pryoes 
set donn or to be set doun be the counsell, under the 
pane of tuentie pundis for ilk failyie." 

Bakehouse and Oven,— " 1663— May 23— Comperlt 
John Gleg, bnrgess (who upon his supplicatioun to 
the magistrattes and counsell hes obteanit libertie to 
build ane bakehous and oven), and enaotit himself in 
the said burro court bookes of Pebles to have vigilant 
and carefull servantes, to have ane water hoile neer 
the oven mouth, and that ther shalbe no hether left 
within the said baikhous after the baikeing be endit 
and the oven drawen; and if he failyea in any of thes 
particulares he is content that ipsofa^ito the oven be 
pulled doune and that he shall nevir have libertie to 
build the same agaiue." 

Glentress C(mnwn,^** 1662-^u7ie i5— William 
Loweia, proveist of Pt^bles, James Horsbruik, ane of 
the baillioB therof, John Plenderlaith, thesaurer. 
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with the maiit pairt of the oooniell of the lamyii 
and Bondrie of the Inhabltantes therof, haveing Tisit 
and pait to the baigh of Peblis their landes callit 
Glenoan Ck>n)moiin, viz., that > pairt therof from 
Winkstonn bamfoot op Carcado bank and Brown- 
mnre to CramBykes and from that to Pilmnre. for- 
gathering with John Ballendeene, elder, in Windi- 
lawes, tennent to Sir Alexander Mnrray of Blak- 
baronie, knicht, npon the saides landes of Oaroada- 
bank and Brownmnre, the *aid proveiit poi«eit the 
said John BaUendean to whom the saides landes 
belongit, he ansnerit: To the bnrgh of Pebles. 
Farther the proveist poiseit him if he at any tyme 
befor houndit any goodes off the saides landes, he 
ansnerit he never did honnd nor wold honnd any 
goodes of any persones whatsomever that had inter- 
est to the saids landis except he fand them hirdles 
and neir his comes. Therafter the said proveist 
desjrreit him to keepe off his goodes off the saides 
landes in tyme comeing and if they should be f onnd 
pastnreand thempon they wold be poyndit nntill 
his master instractit what privilege he had therto. 
And sidyke the said proveist, accompanied with the 
f oimameit persones, past to the personal presence of 
Ketherine Yaitche, lyfrentrix of the half landes of 
Fonladge, and desyrit hir to canse the goodes pas- 
tnreand npon her half of Fonladge to pasture npon 
that pairt of the siudes tonnes landes callit Oarcado- 
bank and Brownmnre and Cramsykes, conforme to 
the privilesre they had therto, and na ntherwayes; 
and to permit the goodes of the other half of Fonladge 
to pasture upon that pairt of the tonnes landes oalfit 
Pilmure, conforme to their privilege therto, and no 4 
ntherwayes.** ^ 

Sheep tmedfor FreapasHng and put on OastHehUl, 
— '* 164S — June 15 — James Ohal meres, in Nether 
Kidstoun, haveing his sheep npoun the Oastellhill of 
Pebles, poyndit, at command and directionn of the 
provost and one of the bailie*, upon the burshe of 
Pebles their propper landes of Homildoun, requeistit 
and eamestlie desyrit the said pro vest and baillie to 
len them againe his said sheep, and faithfullie pro- 
mesit not to suffer any of his guides to come and a 
pasture npoun the said landis of Homildoun at any 
tyme therefter sua far as he could hinder the samyn, 
npoun the quhilk conditioun and nae ntherwayes the f 

said proveist and baillie lent to him back nfiraine his 
said guides.'* John Bnrroman, in Over Kidstoun, 
also had his sheep poinded and *' lent l>ak againe." 
" leSS-Sep. 19— Wniiam Soott, in MQnetoim, within 
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the paroch of Menner, and Jamei Andersonn, thair," 
whose sheep had been foand straying on the town's 
** propper lands of Oaidmares," and were ^inded on 
the Gastlehill, got baok the wanderers on sunUar con- 
ditions. 
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xxxrv. 

Excise Dutiss— Council Meigtinos: Gostdhb and 
Conduct op Mbmbkbs— Witches— Thibf and 

PUHSB-CUTTEB — MaBKITS AND CUSTOMS — 
BbIDOEHOUSBKNOWB — WEBSTEBS — BUKIAL 

Place— MiBK Mondat. 

JSxcUe Duties. — The expedient of levying » national 
tax on commodities by excision of the value of a por- 
tion and setting it apart for the revenue before the 
articles are sold, was first resorted to in 1643. In the 
earlier years oi the tax the statntes regulating its im- 
position and incidence are numerous, and as the 
magistrates of burghs were intrusted with certain 
functions in the farming and collection of it there are 
some references to the subject in the council records: 
— ** 1644 — April ^— Ordanes all these that is subject 
to the excise to mak compt thairof to the collectour of 
the excise betuixt and this day aucht dayis; and 
that the haill aill salbe sauld at ane pryce, viz., 
40d. the pynt, and to mak s^id and sufficient 
aUl for that effect. Atigtist iS6 — The conn- 
sell electit and nominat William Melros to be 
surveyar of the excise of this burgh during the 
haill tyme thairof. 1648 — November 13 — The 
oounsell, with advyse of Alexander Lauder, takisman 
of the excise, geves warrand to the magistrattis, with 
tua or thrie of the counsell, to ferme the excise of the 
sherefdome to the severall paroches and limiteris, 
and to use thair diligence and report this day aucht 
dayis, and incaice they refnis to use the certificatioun 
of the actis of parliament maid thairanent. 1649 — 
Feb, 16 — The counsell geves commissioun to the 
magistrattis, John Lewis, [and ten others], to taxt 
the haill flescheouris, and sick utheris as ar 
subject in payment of the excyse within the 
burgh of Peblis, sence the first of November last 
till the first of Februar instant, and to informe 
thame selffis the maist lawfull way they can; with 
power to tak the aithes of the flescheouris and sick 
utheris quha hes ather ressavit ground malt from 
landwart or abstractit thair awin malt, and to meit 
the morne in the morning at sevin houris. May 
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8 — The oomuell ordanei James Horabroik, bailye, 
with Alexander Laader, to cast ane oompt of the 
haill ezoyse, and to aggrie with the haill venten- 
aris of aUl, flesoh, and wateris within this schyre, 
togidder with the tonnes expenssis in geving of arls, 
&0.; geving them warrand to tak aithis and aggrie 
with the saidis persones; and gif the exoyse sail not 
amount to the tak dewtie and expenasis deborsit be 
the toan provyding that the magistrattis and 
oonnsell sail tax the ▼entenaris of aill, flesch, 
and watoris within the tonn, viz., the aill and flesoh 
sence Gandlemes last and the wateris senoe Novem- 
ber last, and the said sowmes within burgh to be 
immediatlie ingatherit be thame and deliverit to the 
said Alexander, they ingathering the said sowme, 
and to sie that the toun be not losaris. 165Q — June 
Xf— Ordanes in tyme heireftor that a noto be taken 
be the thesaurer and miller of all meill to be ground 
at the milnes, to the effect the exoyse thairof may 
moir oonvenientlie be had, and siclyk a note of fleshes 
and waters slane and ventit, and lykwyis notioe to 
be taken of all malt ventit sen the first of Maij last 
and of fleshes slane sensyne." 

dyimcil Meetings — Costume and Conduct of Mem- 
hen.—*' leU—Dec 90— It is actit that quhasaevir of 
the oounseU sail oum ather to the kirk or coansell but 
ane hat sail pay lOs., conforme to the former aot 
toties quoties, 1B4^--Jan, 10 — Anent the formar 
act anent the haiflng of hattis be the oonnsell at 
kirk and counsell, these present without hattis ar 
warnit to haif thair hattis at oounsell and kirk in all 
tyme cuming, under the pane oonvenit in the formar 
aot unforgevin, and that of thair awin consent. Feb, 
14— John Lowis [and three others] all present with- 
out hattis ar unlawit. Mtvrch i?i— Ordanes the 
aot anent the counsellis not haifing hattis in the kirk 
to be put to exeoutioun aganes James Horsbruik, 
Thomas Wallace, John Stoddert. 1648— Oct, SO— 
Upon the refusall of William Lowis, chosin of befuir 
to be ane of the bailyeis, upone sindrie ressounes pro- 
ponit be him, conforme to sindrie actis of parliament 
aUedgit be him, the oounsell hes nominat James 
Horsbruik to be bailye in his rowme till the nixt 
election at Miohaelmes nixt. 164^ — Jem. SO— The 
hidll oounsell, finding it is sufficientlie provin that 
John Taeddell utterit sum hoisting speiches in up- 
braiding of James Williamsone, proveUt, hes ordauit 
the said John to be wairdit in this wairdhous, thairin 
to remain ay and quliill he gif satisfactioun to the 
pairtie, and be relevit be his advyse, and thairef tor 
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to mak pabliot satisfaotioaii at the meroat croce 
upone mercat day. 1651-^tdy 4— The oounsell hee 
ordeanit and oraeanes the bell to be rung everie , 

connaeU day hereafter, and whosoe?er of the coon- 
Bell shall not meit preoeialy at the ending of the bell 
ringing shall pay fonre schilling, and whosoever 
shalbe fund absent altogither frraa any meiting of 
coonsell without ane lawfoll ezonse to pav 6s. 8d. 
Scots onforgiven." 165$ — Afay 10 — Members not 
present at calling of the roll, without snflScient ex- 
cuse, to pay 12d.; those absent altogether, 6b. 8d.; 
** and thes who after conyeaning shau remove with- 
out leave gevin, ilk persone to pay two schilling. < 
And whosoevir shall speak uniroeared at, or shall not 
be attentive to what is tabled, shall submitt them* 
seLves to the oounsellis will.*' 

WiUha.—'* 1660— April 26— The coonsell grantia 
warrand that Mariotte Watsone and Bessie Eumond 
be liberat upon sufficient cawtioun, under the pane 
of fyve hundreth merkis ilk 'persone, and tiiiat they 
sail keip thair awin honssis in edlence for thair entrie 
to underly the law, at quhat tyme soever tbey salbe 
chargit, and to come to the uerk with the magis« | 

tratt." These two unfortunates, who had come 
under suspicion of practising the black art, were now 
liberated from the steeple, where they had been ( 

incarcerated for half-a-year, on finding security that 
each ** sail keip her awin hous in silence and not be 
hard with her nichtbouris, neither resort to kirk or 
mercat or transgresse to go abroad away the lenth of 
her awin hous." The liberation of these "suspects " * 

was perhaps brought about on economical grounds 
more than by the promptings of humanity. The I 

magistrates were encountering difficulty in obtaining 
contributions to meet the expense of watching the 
prisoners, the kirk-session of Kewlands in particular * 

having refused to pay a sum asked of them, alleging 
that there were ** on^ four witches in the prison and j 

little watching needed." In the accounts, in the 
following October, there is a sum of £2 paid " for 
setting up the gallows to the witches," indicative ' 

of the gruesome fate which had befallen some of 
these poor victims of f anatical superstition." j 

Thdeoaand Purse-OuUer,—'* iBSl—Aug. I?d— The 
counsell injoynes John Edzer, merchant, to pay to 
the thesaurer tuentie merkis mon^ presentlie, and < 

to sitt at the croce upon Tuysday nixt for the space i 

of ane hour, in meroate tyme of day, bare heidit, \ 

with ane cheia beqrd him, or elles to buy hfT»^!f by, 
and that for steidlittg of ane cheia &om Williua 
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Saltonn. ISBt^May 7(>— Ordeanes JAmes Oamp- 
hell, pnrs-ontter, to stand at the orooe the mome 
from ellevine to taelve hoares, bound with a tow to 
the stalk of the crooe, and ane paper on his head, 
for ontting of James Johnstonn in Dawik his pars 
on the third day of Maij instant.'* Next day, 
Campbell, who " designes himself merchant in Clack- 
mennen,** consented that '*if he shall at any tyme 
hereafter be found within this bnrgrh and ohallengit 
in the lyke thift or pykeing or hauntinsr the onmpanie 
of such men, in that oaioe he shall suffer death.*' 

Markets and Custonu,—** 1641— May Z7~Ordane8 
na meill, ▼ictuall, nor schone to be aanld upone the 
mercat day befor the ringing of the chapell bell« 
quhilk is appointit to be rung at ane efter none, and 
the schone not to be sanld nor mercat maid thairof 
till tna houris efter none, and that na victuall salbe 
sauld in buithis and houssis out of the mercat place, 
under the pane of confiscatioun. June iB^— Com- 
peirit James Hope, unfrieman, and aoousit for using 
of ane fxie manis tred within this burgh in selling 
and bjring of ▼ictuall and utherfs merohand walris, 
gran tit the samyn, and cummis in the counsellis will 
and dischargit fra using of ane frie manis tred in 
tyme cnming aff the mercat day. Continewit to the 
nixt counsell day. 1647 — Nov, 8 — ^The counsell hes 
fund John Tuedie of his awin confesdone guyltie in 
regraitting of the mereatt, and in selling of candiU 
for Aucht schilling the pund, quhilk he bocbt for fyve 
schtllingis, and cumis in will. The counsell hes 
continewit his censure till they be advysit. 1649— 
June 18— John Buchannaa grantit he booht fra ane 
man of Glasgow, upone Beltane fair evin, ane num- 
ber of schone, and upone the mome, being the fair 
day, he sauld ane grit pairt thairof, and hes ane 
pairt of the samyn as yet unsauld. The counsell 
findis he hes contravenit the actis of parliament 
baith in foirstalling of the mercat and regraiting. 
June f 5->The counsell, in respect of John Buchannan 
his oonfessioun of foirstalling the mercat and that he 
did the samyn ignorantlie, hes censurit him in fyve 
merkis for the first fault, with this provisioun, that 
gif he be fund in the lyk fait heiref ter he sail not 
onlie be fynit thairfor hot also this first fait nail also 
be layde to his charge. July 9 — The counsell ordnnit 
the proveist [and eleven others] to go to the Brig- 
houseknow upone Weddinsday nixt at mome to 
ingather the customes thair for the tonnes use, ilk 
persone under the ]»ane of ane dolar. Aug, f7— /The 
provesi and bailyeis ar ordanit to qpeik Sir Jaraee 
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Marray of Skirling anent the fair of Skirling the 
morne gif he he present, and gif nocht the proveet 
[and two others] to ryde to him to Skirlin^f npone ^ 

Tharsday nixt and speik him for that effect. Nov, 
id— The bailyeis, and sick ntheris as they sail imploy, ^ 

to speik my lord Lyntonn, the laird of Blakbaronie, "^ 

and Sir James Murray anent the meroattis and fairis 
in landwart within the sherefdome of Peblis. 1660 \ 

— June 28 — ^James Williamsone, thesanrer, reportis 
thair wes coUectit at Brigbouseknow the 26 of Janij, , 

heing the third Weddensday, xxj lib. in money, by 
and attonr that which wes awin, and the haiU thrie 
Weddinsdayis colleotionnis to be in broaght in par- < 

tionlar the nixt connsell day. Aug, i6— Thair is in 
John Patersones hand ane inatmment anent Brig- 
bouseknow that thair wes no interrnptioan maid ^ 
anent the uplifting of the oostome thair for the use 
of the brught of Peblis; quhilk instrument is to be 
aoquyred fra him and layed up. Aug, 3G — Gomptit 
be James Williamsone, thesaurer, and pat in bis 
charge upliftit be him, fyve severall mercat dayis in 
Junij and Julij last, at Brighousknow, for the ous- 
tome thair (all the expenssis allowit and deducit) he I 
hes to be comptabill for £55, 148. lOd. Item, thair 
remaoes unuplifted fra particular persones the ens- 
tome of 1477 sheepe, as the note this day producit be * 
the said thesaurer beares, and ordaneid to be socht 
fra the particular persones. James Haldane dilate 
for forstalling the mercat in selling meill at his hous, 
ooutinewit to farder tryell. 166^ — March 18 — Au- 
thorises Baillie Andiy>w to spear out ane sufficient ^ 
man for setting the customs of the Brighousknow 
and to report.'* I 

Websters.—^^ 1647^0ct. I?— Anent the ordinance of 
the connsell at the last electioun ordaning the deacone 
and craft of the wobsteris to geve in electis of thair ^ 

deacone to be chosin be the connsell, oompeirit Wil- 
liame Wilsone, present deacone thairof, and gave in \ 

the said Williame Wilsone, Thomas Wallace, John 
Edmond. Nominat be the oounsell John Ewmond. 
The counsell acceptis of these leittis for this electioun, 
and ordanes the deacone and craft of wabsteris to be 
provydit in all tyme cuming in sufficient threis of 
electis con forme to the cnstome and ordour of nther 
burghes, the counsell alwyis keiping thair Ubertie of 
geving in ane to be ane elect; and this to be done « 

yeirlie aucht dayis preceiding the electioun. Oom- 
perit the said William T^lsone and protestit that this 
new electioun suld not be prejodioiall to the libertie 
of the wobeteris conforme to tiiair aeill of oauit 
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[From the leat the oonneil elected William Wilaone, 
aeacon, by 7 votes, the only other votei being 6 given 
to Thomas Wallace.] October 11— To Inik out the 
actis of parliament anent the prycea to be takin be 
the craf tismen within this burgh, and the deacon of 
the wobtseris to prodnoe thair seill of cans aganes the 
nixt coansell day, and to ansner for the exhorbitant 
pryoes tane be the craft. November fS— Thomas 
Wallace, present, ordanit to acquent the rest of the 
oraft of wobsteris to ansner for thair extraordinar 
pryces takin be thame for the claith wovin be thame, 
and to report the nixt oonnsell day. The oonnsell 
heirby discharges all craftismen of quhatsumever 
craft or qnalitie to tak ony uther prvces for thair 
wark quhatsumever mair nor was takin be thame 
befoir the fourtie-fyve yelr of God, and qnha sail be 
fund to half raisit the pryces thidrof sensyne salbe 
lyable in punischment thairfoir. IBIpf—DeMinAer 6— 
Williame "Vnisone, deacone of the wobsteris, present, 
in name of the remanent of the craft, declaxit that 
they wald not adhere to the formar act anent the 
pryces of thair work, and was content the inhabitantis 
of this burgh suld tak thair wark quhair they plesit. 
The counsell to be advysit helrwith the nixt counsell 
day. 1648-~Ap7il i7— The haill counsell, finding 
that the deacone of the wobsteris and haill remanent 
craft thairof hes transgressit in taking mair for the 
pryces of thair wark nor the auld custome thairfoir, 
ordanes thame to conforme thameselffis to the auld 
pryces under the pane of the loising of thair libertie 
of thair craft and thair privilege of burgeschip; attour 
ilk persone contravenar to pay the SQwme of tuentie 
pundis, and that betuixt and this day aucht dayis, 
under the pane of wairding of their persones ay and 
quhill they satisfie conforme to this present act and 
act of parliament quherupone this act is groundit." 
April %4 — At desire of the deacon fifteen days allow- 
ed for consideration. " May 8 — Oomperit William 
Wilsone, deacone of the wobsteris, and protestit that 
quhatsoever salbe concludit be the counsell anent 
their craft suld not t>e prejudicial to thair seill of 
eaus and conforme to other burghis. Ansueris 
Williame Lewis, bailye, that the counsell was onlie 
proceiding aganes thame be lawis of this realme, 
being warrandit be sindrie actis of parliament; and 
Being they protestit aganes the counsellis proceiding, 
being warrandit as said is, the saidis wobsteris aucht 
to be censurit and punischit conforme to the saidis 
actis of parliament respective. The counsell halfing 
oonslderit the deacone in name of the rest of the 
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oraft thair refuisall to submit thame selffis to the 
magistrattis and coansell tbair determinatioun anent 
the pryces of wark, hes ordanit the said deacone and 
qoartermaisteris, as being the cheiff instrumentis of 
the haill craftis contempt of the lawis and gaid 
ordour, to be wairdife in the tolbuith of Peblis, thairin 
to remane npone thair awin ezpenssis ay and ^uhill 
the coansell be f order advysit. The magistrattis and 
oounsell, be vertew of divers actis of parliament, 
findis thame selffis onlie jadges to the pryces of the 
saidis wobsteris and qnhatsumever other pryces of 

wark; and appointed the day of — — to set 

doan ane act thairanent; and the said deacone to be 
warnit to that effect." 

Burial Place,— ** ISBB^April «— The counsall, 
takeing in considerationn how the bnriall place of 
the dead is trade nponn be beastes, by reasone of the 
want of ane [sufficient] dyke round about the same 
(whilk is also taken in considerationn be the heritores 
in the landward paroche) the counsall for their pairt 
enactes and ordanes that all the inhabitantes within 
this burgh haveand hors leid, each hors, six loades of 
day, beginnand upon Moonday for the first quarter, 
and so fnrth each day theraf ter throw the quarteris 
of the toune; and appoyntes oversaeris for the 

quarteris, viz And thes persones who 

wants hors, cache familie be themselves or thair ser- 
▼antes to carie and bear stones be the space of three 
houres to the said dyke the dayes befor appoyntit," 

Mirk Monday, — In the History of Peeblesshire (p. 
168), there is quoted from the Scott Magcmne, because 
of supposed illegibility of the original record, an ac- 
count given by Thomas Smyth, town clerk, regarding 
an extraordinary astronomical phenomenon which 
caused considerable consternation among the people.* 
Dr Chambers must have had the wrong place examined 
for the entry. It occurs not in the council record, 
where one would naturally expect to find it, but in 
the Sasine Register, a record of the title-deeds of pro- 
perty. It there remains in pristine legibility, a feature 
which indeed is the general characteristic of the col- 
lection of Peebles burgh records. Before quoting the 

* This was " The famous Black Monday; fearfullest eclipse 
of the sun ever seen by mankind. Came on about nine in 
the memiog; darker and darker; ploughmen unyoked their 
teams, stars came out, birds sorrowfully chirping took to 
roost, men in amazement to prayers: a day of much ob- 
scurity. Much noised by Lilly, Booker, and the buzzard 
Astrologer tribe. Betokening somewhat t "— Carfyl^'f Cron- 
weU, 
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town clerk's description of the eclipse it may be men- 
tioned thftt the remark — "Some afurmed they saw too 
[stars], bat I saw one onlie," has been interjeoted by 
him after the original note had been completed: — 
" Mwk Monday^ f^ March i&5i9.— Upoon Moonday 
the toentie-nynth day of Marche jm vjc fyftie-tna 

Scares: The san eoolipsed from eight honres to half 
our to ellevine or thereby bef or noon, the son eo- 
olipsed 11 digittes, the darknes oontinwit 8 minutes 
or therabont: the people begane all to pray to God; 
a litle theratter ther was scene npon the soath syde 
of the firmament ane clear perfyte star. Some af- 
firmed they saw tno, bat I saw one onlie. 

'* Et quoniam hoo futf babum pbodioiosum 

IdOIBOO BiaiSTABI DiaNUM IXIBTIlIAyi." 




■ « ■ * m f 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL NOTES. 



[P., denotes printed volume issued by the Burgh Reoords 
Sodety; S., Saaine Register in MS.; 0.» the present volume 
of QleaningB, and the figures which follow denote the page. 
The figures witiiin brackets [ ] refer to a oorresponding 
niunber on the Plan.] 

In the Inqaisition made bv David, Prinee of Oom- 
bria {circa 1116) regarding tne poMenioni which had 
formerly belonged to the see of Glaigow, it was 
found that there were in Pobles a ^longhgate of 
land and a churoh. This church, which may have 
existed in the time of Kentigern, is suppoaed to have 
been on the site now oooapied by the rains of St 
Andrew's Church; and the dwellings in its vicinity 
would form the nucleus of the Old Town. The 
ploughgate of lajid is now known as the Kirklands 
(O. 175-6). On the south the Earklanda bounded 
with Amotshauch (G. 146-8). In 1569 a "grene 
balk,** or strip of ground, is said to have divided the 
lands, but in the titles of some portions of Amots* 
haugh the northern boundary is described as the 
** way that leads to and fra the burgh " (29th Dec. 
1656; S. 160). Amotshauch was also formerlv the 
property of ecclesiastics, and was not imwobably 
.that identical ploughgate of land which in William 
the Lion's time oelonged to the Ohapel of the Castle 
of Peebles (see Professor Yeitoh's Border History^ 
p. 181). 

The erection of dwellings in the Old Town pro- 
ceeded eastwardly from the church on both sides of 
the present highway of the Old Town, those of 
churchmen being in the immediate neighbourhood. 
In 1481 a tenement on the "south side of the gat," 
adjoining another tenement belonging to the arch- 
dean, was given as a residence for the curate and 
chaplains in St Andrew's Kirk and St llary's Chapel 
(P. 187-9). On the north ride of the gait there was 
a property which at one time belonged to the abbots 
of Melrose (G. 63). 

It is probable that by the twelfth century the new 
town had also begun to take shape. In the time of 
Sing William the lion (U65-m4) ohisf OoiuU of 
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JutloUry ware held in Peebloi, and the royal easile 
woald doabtlen form the headqaarten of the km^ 
and hii retinae. The lodging of the abbot of 
Arbroath in 1317 (P. 6) seems to have been situated 
in a street running north and sooth, and the only one 
of this description was the Northgait, where in 1448 
the Rector of Lyne possessed a tenement (P. 12). 
The founding of the Gross Church in 1261 determined 
the line of two thoroughfares, viz., the "gftit" be- 
tween the two churches and the passage down St 
Michael*s Wynd, across Peebles Water, and on to the 
new edifice by the line of the Kirkgait. The bridge 
joining the west end of the High Street and the Old 
Town was not then in existence, and the principal 
thoroughfare between the Old and New Towns was 
probably the Tennel in continuation of the Leidgait 
and a corresponding one along the Gastlehill connect- 
ed by a ford. Another ford across the Tweed in a 
line with the Leidgait and the Loaning, through 
Kingsmuir, may also be supposed to have formed a 
connected thoroughfare between the town's lands of 
Hamilton Hill and Caidmuir in the days before 
Tweed Bridge was erected. The High Street, stretch- 
ing eastward from the Gastlehill to the Gross, merged 
at that point into the Grocegait leading towards 
Horsbruik Gastle and the borders. The Northgait 
branched ofif to Smithfield in the Edinburgh direc- 
tion; and the Briegait, taking an intermediate course, 
led past the old Tolbuith across the Peblis Water by 
the " trie briggis," and onwards to the Gross Ghurch. 
The streets and passaires named with the addition of 
Usher's Wynd, leading from the Northgait to the 
Auld Mill; and the vennel from the east end of the 
Grocegait to Tweed Green, exhaust the list of those 
in existence in 1604-52. 

Old Town cmd Amotshaugh — (Sovth Side^ 
vmtward of South Vennel, J 

Slst JvXy 149^ (S. 49, 55).— Sasine given to Symoun 
of Lough as heir of Sir John Loughe, chaplane, in 
ane akyr of land, lyand in the Auld Toun of Peblis, 
besyd the paroch kirk of the samyn, in twa sindrie 
placis, on the south syd the Kingis Streit strekand 
to the Neidpath Gastle, and on the north part the 
water of Twede; that is to say thre rodis of the 
samyn akyr lyand betuix the land pertenand to the 
rud alter within the said paroch kirk on the est 
parte, and the land pertenand to Geddes Yle within 
the said kyrk on the west part; and the ferd rod of 
the idd ucyr lyand betaix the land pertenand to 
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Geddm Tie on baith the ett and wMt partli. I7th 
April I486 (S. 9).— Sasine Bichard DikMone in a 
land and byggyn [5] lyand in the Aid Toon, at the 
wast end of the samyn, on the soath tyd of the gait, 
betuixt the land of nmqohill John Blaklok on the 
est parte, and ane common vennal on the west part. 
fmh Fefyruary I486 (S. 9).~-John Blaklok, channon 
of the abbay of Jed ward, pastit to ane land [6] lyand 
beyond Peblis water, in the Aid Tonn of Peblii, on 
the south syd of the gait, betoix the land of Kiehard 
Dikeson on the west part and the land [71 of Thomas 
Smith on the est part. tOth Fa>ruarp i486 (S. 9).— 
John Blaklok, chanon of the abbay of Jedward, 
passit to the land and byggin of Robert Moravie, 
lyand in the Aid Toun of Peblis, besyd the paroch 
kirk, on the soath syd the gait, betnix the land of 
Bichard Dikysson on the est part and the croft 
pertening to the ohaplane of the rud alter on the 
wast part, and then the said dene John resigned 16d. 
of anwal payable furth of said land.^ 19th Jvly 1654, 
— John Patersone, notar, son and heir of the deceased 
Andro Patersone, weaver, resigned to Thomas 
Paterson, his son, and Isobell Ooutts, "the said 
deceased Andro Patersone, his peice of burro land [4] 
(MkUed Peirsones Land, lyand in the Old Tonn of the 
burgh of Peblis, upon the south . syde therof, betuixt 
the lands [3] pertening to the heires of the deceased 
John Scott, upon the west the common vennel that 
lades to Tueid upon the eist, and the Hea Streit of 
the said Old Toun upon the north partis." fi9th 
December 1656 (S. 160).— William Lewis, heir of 
Ninian Lewis in 5 acres of arable land [2] in Arnots- 
haugh, bounded on the north by the Kirklands, on 
the south by the water of Taeid, on the east by an 
acre of land [3] belonging to Soott of Mount Benger, 
and on the west by lands [1] pertaining to Alexander 
Lauder. 1637 (S. 27). — James Tuedie, wrioht, heir 
of James Tuedie in 4 acres of land of Arnotshauch 
with pece of hauch gross and quarrelheuch, betuixt 
the lands of John Steinson and Jonet Andersoun on 
the north, the lands occupied by James Bradie and 
John Young on the east, the water of Tueid on the 
south, and the Bae Bum on the west. The property 
thus described formed the sonth-westmost corner of 
Amotshaugh. Eastward of the yennel was the 
property of Andrew Ewmond [5], then two adjoining 
roods [6, 7] belonging to Dr Theodore Hay (9th 
Jan. 1646, 3. 83) described as "theis tua ruides of 
arable land lyand at the held and wester end of the 
Aold Toan of PebUa, on the south syd of the Hoa 
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Strtit thaifof, oontlgiie adjaoent lo the Mid doctor 
Theodor Hay liis manae and dwelling [81 and west 
■yd of the lamyn and yaird thairof, all lometime 
pertaining to the said amquhUl Andro Dicksonn, and 
dliponit be him to the laid Theodor Hay/* The 
properties [9] adjoining the Soath Yennel are referred 
to in O. 98. 

{Ifarth SidCt between Townhead cmd Leidgtdt.) 
9th January 1646 (S. 83).— Dr Theodore Hay 
oonveyed to LUiae Ookbame, his spoase, and Harie 
Hmj, bis son, two houses and yainls [10] sometime 
pertaining to Andro Diokesoan, lyand in the Auld 
Tonn at the wester end thairof, on the north syde of 
the Hea Streit; measuring 40 feet from east to west, 
and 80 feet from north to south; bounded on the 
east by the lands and yaird [111 of Thomas Ewmond, 
wobster; on the south by the Uea Streit, and by the 
oommoun passage! at the said Auld Toun held and 
oommoun ground of the said burgh on the west and 
north. A little farther eastward is a property [12] 
whieh in 1645 belonged to James Qeddes (S. 107), 
and wfaioh in 1492 is dfeseribed as a wast land of the 
oonvent of the hous of Melros (S. 49). In the deserip- 
tions of properties in this locality the northern 
boundary is described sometimes as the *' Tennell 
oallit Ludgate,*' and at other times as the yennell i 

betwix the kirks (O). 19th JvZy 1^5^— Thomas 
Patersone, ildnner, onlie lauf uU sone to John Pater- 
sone, notar, resigned to Issobell Oonttis, his promeist 
spous, *' hii three tenementes of land, with the thrie 
yairdes and thrie tallies of land oontigue adjacent 
therto [14], and the toure or stan hous [15] at the 
est end of the gavill of the saids tenements, extend- 
ing to sexteiue f ootes in lenth measureand from the 
est to the west, and nynteine footes from the south 
to the north, all lyand contigne within the burgh of ^ 

Pebles in the Old Toun therof, upon the north syde 
of the Hea Streit of tlvs samyn b^ixt the tenement, 
yaird, and taill of land [13] perteaning to the heires 
of the deceist Gilbert Andersone upon the west, the 
vennell that leides betaixt the kirkes upon the north, 
the Tennell that leides from the burgh of Pebles and 
Old Toun therof, to the hill of Hamildone upon the 
eist, and the Hea Streit of the said Old Toun upon 
the south pairtes." (See also G. 63.) 

(South Side, eastward of South VenneL) ^ 

Properties here are bounded on the north by the 
Hea Streit of the Aid Toun and on the south by the '^ 

Peblis Water or Orwit. In 1660 (S. 116) a barae and 
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yaird fomedme eommonn md walit aroand lying at 
the Anld Toon fute ia bounded on the loath by the 
Floddens, on the east by Thomas Bonnettia barne, 
and on the west by John Alexanderia home. West- 
ward of thia, again, was a property sometime belong- 
ing to John Tnedie, sheriff clerk. 

(North Side, eastward of Leidgate,J 

t4th November 1634, — Patrick Ewmond's property 
[16] bounded by the Hea Streit on the south, the 
Leidgait on the west, the " lands mdlit the Gloslanda 
pertening to Patrik BuUo, portioner of Bonyngtoun," 
on the north, and the property [17] of John Ewmond 
on the east. HUt June 1638 (S. 35).— Sasine Thomas 
Oranstoun in three toods of land [18] lying at the 
back of the bams in the Auld Toun, bounded on 
the east by the lands of St Leonards pertaining to 
the laird of Smithfeild, on the west by the land of 
John BuUo, portioner of Bonyngtoun, and on the 
north by the Kingaland pertening to the laird of 
Blaokbarouy. f7tA February 1636,^SiT Patrik Stan- 
hons, chapellane of our Lady Ohapell situat wythin 
the weat end of the burgh of Peblia, past to ane rud 
of land [19] pertenyng to the chapelle f oraaid, lyand 
within the said burgh on the weat ayd of the Croioe 
Kirk, betuix the land of the Croioe Kirk on the eat 
part, umquhUl Thomaa Bobiaones land on the weat 
part, the Kingialand on the north part, and the hee 
gait paaaand fra the Hee Kirk to the aaid Oroce 
Kirk on the aowitht part. . • . And gaif to ane 
diaoreit man, frere Jamea Pateraone, miniater of the 
Oroioe Kirk beayd Peblia, and hia anooeaaouria, 
minirteria and convent thairof, the aaid mid of land, 
they payand to the chapellanea of the aaid ohapelle 
40d. Soots yearly of few ferm. 

Biggieaknowef Trie Brigs, and Damdale, 

The name Biggieaknowe had not come into uae in 
1650. That thoroughfare waa known as the paaaage 
[20] that leada from the burgh to the Oroce Kirk. 
From that pasaage another J[2] branched off in the 
direction of St Michaera Wynd. Srd April I486 
(S. 6).— John Dikeaon, bailie, with consent of the 
hail oominunitie, gave to Patrik Pateraoune and hia 
apoua a piece of ground 40 feet in length and 20 feet 
in breadth, part of the oommoun land pertaining to 
the oommunitie of PebUa, lyand on the north ayd of 
PebUs water, on the eat ayd Peblis brig, under the 
gait abon the bark hollis; payand to the chaplain 
of St James altar 12d. of annual rent. ISl^ April 2640 
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(S. 43).-'H6w Onnyeane, heir of 'Thomas Canyeane, 
dispoDed to Patrik Dikeone, tailyour in Edinbargh, 
inter alia, "Ane litill peice yaird [22] lyand opone 
the north svde of Peblis water, and eist syde of the 
brig thairof callet Peblis brig." 4th December 164S 
(S. 71). — Margaret Dickesone, daughter of Patrick 
Dickesone conveyed Patrik Yaitche and Elizabeth 
Yaitche, his ipoase, that lyttill yaird and trees 
growing theron [22], lyand on the eist syd of Pebles 
brig betaix Pebles water on the soath, the said brig 
on the west, and the landes [23] perteining to John 
Frank, wrioht, on the north, and the commoan 
groand of the said bargh on the eist pairtes." Ust 
April 16i9, — Sasine James Halden and spouse in an 
annual rent of 10 merks furth of thair nether burro 
land [24], and yaird thairof, sometime pertaining to 
William Halden, on the north side Peblis water and 
south side of the transe of the gait^hat leideth from 
the West Port of Peblis and Peblis brig to the Oroce 
Kirk of Peblis. Uth March 1636 (S. 24).— Sasine 
James Steill and spouse in a dwelling-house [25], 
laitlie aae lang heme and sumtyme ane berne steid 
and yaird adjacent thairto, at the north end of the 
trie bnggis, upone Peblis water, betuixt the saidis 
trie briggs and Peblis water on the south, the waist 
heme and bern yaird pertaining to the airis of 
umqnhile James Oranstoun, notar, burges of Jed- 
burgh, on the west, the gait that leidis fra the said 
burgh and trie briggis to the Crooe Kirk of Peblis on 
the eist and north partis. ^£A February 1634, — 
Sasine to Lilia Hunter and Gilbert Broune in 1 acre 
3 roods of land [26] lying witbin the liberty of the 
burgh, between the lands sometime of the Trinity 
Friars of the Holy Cross of Peblis, now of Andro 
Hay, writer to the signet, on the north, the way 
which leads to the kirk and the Auld Milne on the 
east and south, and the way which leads from the 
burgh to the Church of the Holy Gross on the west 
parts. 

CastelhiU, 

17th Apnl I486 (S. 6).— Sasine to John of Plender- 
laith in a pece of common land pertening to the 
communlte of Peblis, lyand at the west end of the 
burgh, at the est end of the Castelhill, betuix the 
land of John Plenderlaith on the north part and the 
land of Andro Lynton on the south part. 5th Ma/rch 
1489, — Sasine Patrik Patrikson in a house and berne 
lyand at the west end of the burgh, ontwith the west 
yat at the est end of the Castelhill, and on the west 
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lid the oommon gat strokande to Peblis brig. S7th 
Febrtmry 1491-2, — Andro Lintoan resigned to Sir 
'William Lintoan, chaplain, "his land and bygin, 
with the pertinens, lyand at the wast end of the 
burgh of Peblis, at the south syd of the Gastelbyl, 
betaix the land of John of Plenderlaith on the north 
parte and the common gait strekand to the brige of 
Twed on the south parte. " 1647 (S. 99).— William 
Jonkisone, elder, resigned to William Jonkisone, 
younger, and Cristane Thomsons, his spous. his 
barne and stapstane adjacent tberto [27], outwith the 
West Port of the said bargh, on the noith syd of the 
way leiding from the West Port to the Castelhill of 
Peblis, betnixt the said passage on the south, the 
said dwelling-hous pertaining to the heirs of James 
France on the west, and the uther heaway that leides 
from the snid West Port to Peblis bridge on the eist 
pairtis. 1647 (S. 94). — Sasine on resignation of John 
Stewart to «Tohn Horsbruik anpl Lilias Lowis in his 
burrow landes, with the barne and yaird adjacent 
thairto [281 lyand foiranent the West Port of Peblis, 
betuix the landes sometyme pertaining to umquhile 
John Stoddart, and now poisest be the aires of 
jumquhile Andro Tweddell, walker, on the south, the 
Castelhill of the said barghe upon the west, the lands 
sometime pertaining to umquhile William Chisholme 
and now to William Jonkesone, elder, merchant, 
burges of Peblis, on the north, and the Kinges Hea 
Streitts that leides to the brigges upon Tweed and 
Pebles watteres on the eist partes. 1640 (S. 44). — 
Sasine on resij^nation by Martin Bold to John Lowis 
of a hoase and yeard at the north end of Tueid brig 
and west syde therof. 

High Street — South Side. 

9th M<w 1487 — Land and byggin lyand in the 
burgh of Peblis, on the south syde the samyn, at the 
west yet, betuix the land of Bartilmo Tong on the 
est pairt and the common gait lyand to the brig of 
Tued on the west part. After the erection 
of the town wall properties on the south side 
of the High Street are usually described as bound- 
ed by it on the south. 1647 (S. 101). —Sasine 
William Lowis in a land [29] on the south side of 
the Hea Streit, foiranent the chapell betulxt the 
lands of William Bradie on the east, the toan wall 
on the south, and the lands pertening to the airis of 
umquhile Robert Ghisholm on the west. Part of the 
site of the Chambers Institution [30] was conveyed 
by Sir James Hay of Smithfield, knight, to John, 
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lord Hfty of Yestor, on 6ih Febmury 1647, the pro- 
perty being deBoribed as that great tenement of bor- 
row land, fore and back, nnder and above, with the 
garden and pertinenti, between the lands eometime 
pertainiofiT to the deceased John Lyne, now to John 
Twedie, Patrick Dikson, and the heirs of Stephen 
Thomson on the east, the lands of the deooued 
Charles Pringell on the west, the town wall on the 
south, and the Kings way on the north parts. The 
tenement and yard immediately on the west was 
oonTeyed by John Pringell to Sir James Hay of 
Smithfield, Bart., in 1651. This property in 1638 is 
described as boanded by the grit lodging and tene- 
ment of land and yaird sometime pertening to nm- 
qnhile Mr Arohibald Donglas« persone of Peblis, and 
now to Sir James Hay of Smeithfeild, knioht and 
baronet, on the eist. From this it may be inferred 
that 6ir James acqaired the Chambers Institution 
property from Douglas or his heirs. He was parson 
of Peebles from 1573 to 1609. 

High Street— North Side, 

1487 (S. 11.) — Land and bygin belonging to the 
chaplain of St Miohaelis alter, lyand in the Hegait, 
on the north syd the samyn betuix the land of Richard 
Tonnok and the ▼ennel lyand downe to Peblis water. 
164S (S. 66.)— -A property extending from the Hie 
Streit to Peblis Water is boanded by the almshouses 
[31] belonging to Andrew Hay of Haystoun on the 
west, and the lands of Andrew Frank on the east. 
26th September 1644 (S. 76.)— John Barroman in [33] 
ane heich foir hous or hall and ehalmer at the eist 
end thairof, with the loft above the samyn, with the 
eister laith foir bouith beneth the samyn foirhous, 
and ane bak hous lyand eontigue to the said foir- 
honses, comprehending also tua vaultis and ane 
heich hall, callit the back hall, above the samyn [33], 
lyand behind the tenement and landes pertening of 
auld to Steine Alexander, messenger, on the west 
and north, the transe or passage of the wynd callit 
Saint Michallis Wynd and the lands of James Geddes 
on the eist, and the Hea Streit on the south pairtis. 
Also ane peice of waist ground, sometime biggit, and 
ane gallorie and ane stable eontigue and adjacent 
thairto on the west syde of St Michallis Wynd be- 
tuixt the trans of the said Wynd on the eist, the 
said lands belonging to the said Alexander, upon 
the south, north, and west pairts, also that laioh 
yaird betuixt the yaird and lands of nmqnhile John 
Steveniono oa the oigt» tbo land and yuro.of Junt* 
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Geddes on the south, the tram of said wynd on the 
west, and the TownHUl on the north. 6th Odx^ 
1644 (S. 77). — Sasine on conveyance by town to 
Thomas Nasmyth, son of James Nasmyth of Posso, 
and Margaret Hanter, his sponse, great lodging 
(hospitam) or tenement of burrow land, with the 
garden and bamestead, with the pertinents lying on 
the north side of the King's highway, between the 
lands of John Tnrnball, baker, Thomas Dodis, and 
Patrick Vaitch, clerk, on the east, the Briggait on 
the north, and the lands of James Merschillis heirs 
on the west (G. 237). 

Cumienuik. 

19th June 1643, — John Bullo, portioner of Bonnyn- 
tonn, to William Law, noter, bnrges of Peblis, of the 
said John his burro landes underwritten, lyand 
within the burgh, viz., ane callit the Ounzieneuik 
[35] lyand in the Orocegait, and north syde of the 
samyn foiranent the Oroce of Peiblis, betnix the 
waist lands belonging to John Scott of Hundilsbope on 
the north, the tenements of land pertaining to James 
Williamsone, proveist of Pebles, on the west, and the 
Kinges hea streit on the south and eist pairtis. 

BriggaM^South Side. 

14S3 (S. 1).— Wester end of the nether bem [36] of 
Thomas Jameson lyai^d in the nether end of the 
Briggait, betuix the water of Peblis on the north 
pairt and the bem of the said Thomas on tibe south 
pairt. 

Briggait — N&rth Side, 

1483 (S. 2).— Forland in the Briggait, on the north 
syd the samyn, betuix the land of John Scot on the 
est part and the land of Bobert Dikeson on the west 
part. J^th January 1487 (S. 11). — Land byggin of 
umquhiil Symon Patrikson, lyand in the Briggat of 
Peblis, on the north syd the samyn, betuix the land 
of David Dinwedy on the est part and the tolboith 
[37] on the west part. 

Crossgait and Soonhope Boad, 

The old market cross stood at the convergence of 
the East and North Gaits, with the Hiegait, and the 
continuation of the latter street eastwards thus 
acquired the name of Orossgait or Grocegait. On 
the south side, the properties, as in the case of those 
farther west, are bounded by the town wall on the 
south. At the termination of the Groeegait was the 
building known as the East Wark (G. 111-5), From 
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tbli point, turning to the rifrht, a Tennel led to Tweed 
Green. SOth October 1661 (S. 119),— Sasine John 
Cnniton in Bonjntonne, son and heir of John 
Cranston in Escheilles. in one-third part of two fore 
honess with yairds [37] within the town wall, and 
part of the taill of land [38] without the samyn, 
passand to the Yenlaw dyke, betuizt the lands 
sometimes pertaininfir to nmqahile John Crawford 
and now to David Plenderlaith, the lands pertaining 
to the heirs of nmqahile James Frank and the toan 
wall npon the eist, the Croeegait upon the sooth, the 
lands of Patrik Tods heirs and Robert Nenton on 
the west, and those of John Bell, smith, on the north. 
Beyond the town wall and extending to Soonhope 
bom there were a number of crofte or small laird- 
sbipe. Ut April 1657 (S. 163).-John Plenderleith 
resigned to Bessie Jonkisone, his spouse, in life-rent 
his toill of land ontwith the East Port of Peblea 
betuizt James Horsbrnikes taill of land upon the 
eist, the town wall and taill of land pertaining to 
John Bell and John Cranstoun upon the west, and 
the Yenlaw upon the north palrtes. 9lh April 165S 
(S. 129).^James Horsbruik, oye and heir of James 
Horsbmik, in an annual rent of 13s. 4d., furth of a 
fore heme and land [39] outwith the East Port, 
sometime belongings to the heirs of John Smith and 
BOW to Alexander Williamson, lyand betuizt James 
Horsbrnikes bam on the north, the property [40] of 
Robert Wilson's heirs on the eist, the High Rtreit 
leiding to Swynhopebum on the south, and the close 
and passage leiding to James Horsbruikes bam on 
the west. Northward of Robert Wilsones tenement 
was a " taill of land " belonging to James Horsbruik 
extending to Venlaw Hill, and bounded on the east 
and west by other ** taills of land " [41] also belonging 
|o him. Eastwards the ground for a considerable 
distance appears to have been divided in stripes 
extending from the " streit or gait that leides fra the 
brugb to Horsbruik ** in the south to Yenlaw Hill on 
the north. About 1650 the lots were owned in some- 
thing like the following order:— [42] Landes some- 
time perteinlng to James Tueidie and now to Mr 
Hew Ker, persone of Lyne; [43] acre called the Foul 
Myre Alker, sometime pertaining to George Ramsay 
and sold by him to TVUliam Jonkisone; [44] acre of 
luid near Quhytstane, sometime of Thomas Hope 
and now of James Hope; * [45] half acre pertaining 

* In the soeounts for 1626-6 the sum of lOs. is ** resavit 
fia Tbemae Heip lor his lew dewftie et ans aiker of hind 
ewssktheFouUMjr.'* 
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to Laird of Yester; [46] lands tometime of Iisobell 
Paterson, widow in Lyne, and now pertaining to 
William Joakesone; [47] acre near the Qahytstane 
gold by George Bamsay to William Jonkesone; [48] 
land called Sant Leonardea Landes pertaining to Sir 
James Hay of Smeithfield; [49] acre of land some- 
time pertaining to John Wichtman and now to 
William Jonkisone; [50] 1635 (S. 19). — ^Aore resigned 
by Gilbert Broune in Howslack to William Jonki- 
sone; [51] lands of St Martin sometime occapied by 
Jobn Bullo. 

Tweed Ghreen, Vennel, and Eatt Port, 

(P. 136.)' Ut July 1600,— Staine lb given to Esabell 
Patersone, spous of Thomas Gibson, of an annual 
rent payable f urth of " the half land and tenement 
[52] of David Glado, Hand in the said burgh in the 
Grois gait, on the south syd the samyn, betuixt the 
land of John Millar on the west sid on a part and 
the common hous [in another description of this date 
called the NewhonsJ, and the oommoun weni^ on the 
est sid one ane aither part." Eastward of the 
▼ennel and on the south side of the Horsbrnik road 
were the lands of Skinnersheugh, pertaining to Thomas 
Toung in 1636 and WilUam Young in 1643 (S. 67). 
The lands are bounded on the north by the highway, 
on the east by Quhytstanehill, on the south by the 
common lands of the burgh, and on the west by the 
Vennel which leades from the East Port to Tweed 
Green. On 3rd March 1652 (S. 120), John Smith 
and spouse get a title to a barn sometime biggit, now 
waist, with steipstane contigue, kill, &o., [53j at foot 
of the passage from Eist Port to Tueid Grene, 
bounded on the north by the arrable land callit the 
Skinnersheugh, now pertaining to Thomas Nasmytb, 
and on the south by the common ground of old 
callit the Miln dam, pertaining to the burgh. East- 
ward of Skinnersheugh was a "ruid of land [54] 
lyand on Quhytstanehill, west the Quhytstane 
conveyed by John Dioksun to Bobert Thomsone in 
1636 (S. 25). Lord Yester had property [55] situated 
to the eastward and southward, but of what extent 
has not been ascertained. Eastward again of Swyn- 
hope burn and bounded on the north by the gait to 
Horsbruik Castle, on the east by James Horsbrugh's 
lands, and on the south by Bordelhaugh, were 2 acres 
[56] which belonged to Patrick Thomsone, provost 
of Peebles, and to which his son snooeeded in 1656 
(S. 155). 
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NorthgaU—West Side, 

8th May 1488 (S. 19).- The land and byggin of 
Aobert Dikieson, lyand at the north end of the 
bargh of PeblU on the west syd, the gait betoix the 
laud of John Pont on the soath, the gait on the 
east, and the Qreneyairda on the north. 8th May 
1488 (S. 20).— Ane land and byggin [57] lyand in the 
burgh of Peblis in the Northgat, on the west syd the 
■amyn, betuix the land [58] of William of Newby on 
the north, the Northgait on the east, and ane oom- 
moun Tennel on the south. 164S (S.) — Sasine to 
Thomas Dioksoun and spons in the burro land [58], 
oallit of aold Sir William Newbie's land, lyand 
within the boi^h betaix the new and auld portis 
thairof , upon the west side of the hea streit, betuixt 
the land [59] sometime belonging to John Bullo, 
portionar of Bonnington, on the north, the lands 
sometime pertaining to Mr James Dicksoun, minis- 
ter at Broohtown, and now to John Williamsoun, 
barges, on the south, Peblis Water on the west, and 
the said hea streit betuix the said portes on the eist 
partes. 164S (S. 7). — Lands and yaird of John 
Haldin, dryster, [60]. May 1651 (S. 117).— Resigna- 
tion by Patrik Dikisone to Eupham Pringell, his 
promeist spous, of ane raid of land [61] or thairby, 
oallit the Greneyairds, on the west side of Graystane, 
bounded by the hea streit on the east and Peblis 
Water on the west. 16th February 1653, — James 
Williamsone, heir of provost Williamsone, in a 
meikle yaird [62] outwith the old North Port at the 
north end thairof, ewest the Graystaine, bounded on 
the north by lands [63] pertaining to James Hors- 
bruik, on the east by the Kingis hea streit, on the 
south by the lands called the Greneyairds, and 
Peblis Water on the west. Thomas Dikesone got a 
sasine in this meikle yaird on 7th February 1637 (S. 
27). Southward of Usher's Wynd properties on the 
west side of the Northgait are usually described as 
bounded on the west by the town wall. 

NorthgaU — East Side. 

IBth FdiTuary 1488 (S. 23).— Sasine given to John 
Ker, on the resignation of Patrik Lowgh, in the north 
croft lyand at the north end of the bargh of Peblis, 
betuix the common gait on the west part and the^ 
Yenlaw hyl on the est parte. This property appears' 
to be the Dean's Park shown on the plan. (See also 
G. 143-5.) On 26th February 1638, Mr Hew Ker, 
parson of Lyne, got a charter from the town as 
superiors of Dean's Park. In his supplication for the 
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charter he states that the park had been disponed to 
him by John Diksoun. Betuixt the park and the 
property known as Borthwick's Walls there were 
some barns and yards. On 26th Deoember 1635 
"Borthwick's Walls " are referred to as ** the lands 
sumtyme perteining to my lord Borthwiok, and now 
to Patrik Thomsone, ane of the baillies of Peblis." 
The town wall adjoined on the soath, bnt at the 
corner fronting the Northgait there were houses and 
barns (S. 34-74). 14th Aurjust 1656 (S. 155).— George 
Thomsone, son and heir of Patrik Thomsone, provost 
of Peblis, in that waist land called Borthwickes 
walles, with houses, yards, and pertinents lyand 
betaixt the lands perteining to Thomas Dodes on the 
north, the crofts of land [64] called the Tailles oh 
the eist, the lands pertaining to Thomas Smyth on 
the south, and the Northgait on the west. 

Dalatho, CorscunningfeUd, Brocui Medow, dhc. 

The lands of Dalatho and Gorsonnningfield were 
divided by the old run of Peblis water. In modem 
times the stream has been straightened at this place. 
Before this was done the stream was intercepted by 
a canld, and brought into the mill lade considerably 
farther op than the present inlet. So far back as 
the reign of King Robert the Bruce there was given 
out of the royal revenues derived from the burgh a 
yearly allowance for an aqueduct leading to the mill 
through the middle of the land which sometime 
belonged to Thom of Lillay and then to James of 
Spotis (Exchequer Bolls, i., 71). An acknowledgment 
by "Thomas Lillay of Oorscuningfield " that he had 
no right in the Yeulaw is referred to in the printed 
records (p. 2(X2), and it may be assumed that the 
aqueduct was tlirough his lands. 7th October 1560. — 
Thomas Hay of Smeithfeild, with conseot of master 
Thomas Hay, archipreist of Dunbar, his tutor, set to 
Arthure Jonkesone, burges of Peblis, for all the 
dayis of bis life, five acres of croft land lyand within 
the boundis of Corscunnyfeild and Smeithfeild, oc- 
cupied by several persons, an acre to each, rent 
50s. Scots, ** with service auld nsit and wont, and 
yeirlie ane payr of blak hois or ellis ane pair of 
quhite carsay." In 1632 a ** peoe ground at the Auld 
Mylne dam " is set by the town to a tenant, and the 
adjoining lands of Dalatho were also burgh property 
about the same time (G. 119-21). In 1667 James 
Haldene was fined "for casting and flaying most 
pairt of the green betuixt Peebles water oauld and 
the rod that leides throw the milne dam to the 
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Venlaw." 14th August 1656 (S. 155).— Swine to 
George Thomsone, son and heir of the deceased 
Patrik Thomsone, provost of Peblis, in 12 acres lyand 
besyd and ewest the burgh; with the little meadow 
besyd the same, whereof 4 acres [65] lyes bebaix 
Gilsbnrne on the north, the meadow [66] pertaining 
to the heirs of the deceased James Hay ot Smithfeild 
on the east, the Kingslands on the south, and the 
commoune gait and passage from the burgh to Gils- 
burne on the west. Six acres [67] lye on baith sides 
Peblis water betuixt the said meadow and the Oroce 
Burne respective on the north, the commoun gait 
that leids from the burgh to Winkstoun on the east, 
the lands called Dalatho [68] and the Kingslands 
respectively on the south and west. The remaining 
2 acres [56] adjoined Soonhope Burn. 6th January 
16S8 (8. 31).— Sasine John FringUl, heir of Charles 
Pringill, in the half of that meadow callit the Braid 
Medow [66], the samyn half medow estmost, to thrie 
dargis (three days work) medow or thairby, presentlie 
possest be the said John, lyand besyde Gillisburne, 
betuixt Peblis water on the eist, the lands callit the 
Kingisland, pertening to the Laird of Blakbaronie, on 
the south, the landes pertening to Patrik Thomson 
on the west, and the said Gillisburne on the north 
pairts. On 3rd March 1650 (». 115), John Pringill 
conveyed the property to Sir James Hay of Smithfield. 

Kingmiuir, 

The lands of Kingsmuir are in 1528 (p. 52) described 
as lying contiguous to the lands of Edderstoun, 
Cademuir, Briglaad, Qahythauch, Bonyntoun, and 
Foulmyre,* and to the water of Tuede. There is 
some dubiety as to the direction of the roads through 
the Kingsmuir at the start from the bridge.f In 
1566 (p. 301) Stephane Robisoun undertook to keep 
Tweed within its banks from the bridge westwards 
to the cauld head, and in return he was to get the 
land which was gained '* beyound the brig, reservand 
thre gaittis, ilk ane of thame 44 feet of braid, to be 

gassages." One of these passages would lead towards 
'ruixtoun, the middle one to the loaning through 

* There had thus been two districts known by the name 
of the Foulmyre, the other being outwith the East Port. 

t Eastward of the bridge and on the south side of the 
river, is a piece of ground called Ninian's (ScoUice, Ringan'a) 
Hauch. This was probably the hauch which at one time 
was possessed by Ninian Liowis, from whom and not from the 
saint of that name the designation may have been derived. 
(0. 89.) 
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the mnir, and the third weitward towardi Manor. 
There is no certain gaide for laying down the line of 
the middle and western roads where they branch off 
from the bridge, bnt their probable direction is indi- 
cated on the plan. S6th July 16U (S. 74).— Sasine 
Thomas Tnedie of Quhythancb, on the resignation of 
John Forrester, wricht in Cannogait, Edinbui^h, in an 
aiker of burgage land in Kingsmuir ewest Ederstonne 
bnrne, betnixt thelandsof Kingsmuir (afterwards John 
Plenderlaith) (S. 113) on the north, the commoun gait 
or lonyng, 80 feet in breadth, quhilkleids to the hills of 
Kaidmuir on the east, and the lands of Edderstoun 
on the south and west. In the accounts for 1623-4 
a sum of £10 is "resavit fra Stevin Thomsoun for 
his entries of halfe ane aiker of land lyand at the 
fitt of the loning at Ederstoune bnme." f7th Decem- 
ber 1644 (S. 78). — Sasine James Forrester and spouse, 
on the resignation of the burgh, in 5 roods lyang be- 
tuixt the Briglands on the north, the lands of Quhyt- 
hauch on the east, and the lands of the Kingsmuir on 
the south and west. Slst March 1655. — Sasine to 
John Newfcon, toun o£5cer, in 1 acre lying betuixt the 
lands of John Bell, smith, on the north, the lands of 
Quhythauch and Bonnytoun on the east and south, 
and the lands of Kingsmuir on the west. tSrd May 
1640, — Sasine John Lowis and spouse, on the re- 
signation of James Laurie, writer, Edinburgh, in 2 
acres betuixt the Briglands on the north, the way or 
passage that leids fra the burgh to Gruixtoun on the 
east, the Kingsmuir on the south, and 4 acres be- 
longing to William Brade on the west (2lBt March 
1656, S. 116). 5th July 1637,—SABme to Alexander 
Mure and John Mure in an acre of land sometime of 
Thom Frank, now possessed by Archibald Frank, be- 
tuixt the' lands sometime of John Murdo and Bobert 
Wilson on the west and north, the lands of Frankis- 
land on the east, and the common mure next Gaid- 
muir on the south. 
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Addition A.L Gobebctions. 
p. 267, 1. 3, For " Moddeoa" read " Modderis." 
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third 'pftratfraph, 1 4, For '* [2] " read 



p. 262, 1. 6, For " [87] " read " [881 ". 
p. 266, 1. 19, For •^eatmoat," read '^ertemit." 
p. 259, aeoond paragraph, Z. 10, Afler " chapel " 
inaert " [82] '^ The tolbooth and Steele were 
also at one time situated here. See pp. 47-9, 
94, 105, 236. 
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